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SE V aN PEL PARLIAMENT. 


SECOND SESSION, 
Governor-General. 


His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir RONALD CRAUFURD MUNRO FERGUSON, a Member of 
His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis- 
tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


HBustralian ational War Government. 
(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Bene ERI Si .. The Right Honcrable William Morris Hughes, P.O. 
Minister for the Navy wee “ .. The Right Honorable Joseph Cook, P.C. 

Treasurer ee Eee eee The Right Honorable Sir Jobn Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
Minister for Defence ee The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 


Vice-President of the Executive Council .. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (16th November, 1917). 


Minister for Repatriation .. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen (trom 28th September, 1917.) 
Minister for Works and Railways. ... The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Minister for Home and Territories .. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.C. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... .. The Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Postmaster-General os ue .. Lhe Honorable William Webster. 
Honorary Minister ae vee ... The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Honorary Minister ras ae ee Lhe Honorable Edward John Russell. 
Australian ational dar Government. 
(From 10th January, 1918.) 
Prime Minister and Attorney-General .. The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C., K.C. 
Minister for the pel aie Aer “ao mehe Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
Treasurer ae wee -«- The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.C.M.G. 


Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (27th March, 1918). 


Minister for Defence ae, eee .. ‘he Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation ... The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Minister for Works and Railways. ... The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 


Succeeded by 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918). 
Minister for Home and Territories ... The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.O. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... .. The Honorable Jens August Jensen.t+ 
ele Succeeded by 
: The Honorable William Alexander Watt (13th December, 1918.) 


ae Boats Succeeded by al: 
The Honorable Walter Massey Green (17th January, 1919.) j 
Postmaster-General eee The Honorable William Webster. v4 
Vice-President of the Executive Council ... The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). 
Honorary Minister see ece se The Honorable Edward John Russell. 
(Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 
1918). 
Honorary Minister toe ese ew The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 
Honorary Minister use one see The Honorable George Henry Wise.* 
Honorary Minister cee ee ex The Honorable Walter Massey Greene.* 
(Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 17th January, 
1919.)* 
Honorary Minister nee wee ee The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.* 
*Appointed 26th: March, 191%. tRemoved from office, 13th December, 1918.——** Resigned from office, 31st January, 1919- x 
Senators. 
President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. | 
Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 
1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
Barker, Stephen (V.) Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) 
Barnes, John (V.) 1Mc Dougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 
Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S.W.) 
Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) tMuleahy, Hon. Edward (T.) 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) Needham, Edward (W.A.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 1Newland, John (8.A.) 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) O’ Keefe, Hon. David John (T.) 
Fairbairn, George (V.) O’Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vincent, 
Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) V.D. (S.A.) 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) 
Gardiner, Hon. Albert (N.S. W.) Plain, William (V.) 
Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S W.) 
Grant, John (N.S.W.) Reid, Matthew (Q.) 
Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (S.A.) 
Guy, James (T.) Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 
Henderson, George (W.A.) Senior, William (S.A.) 
Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) 
*1Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 
1 Appointed Fae, Chairman of Committees, 12th July, 1917. * Resignation reported, 20th December, 1918. ; 


+ Appointed by State Parliament 15th J anuary, 1919.——Sworn 26th June, 1919.7 4 
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ie iy what the true position is. 
_ the week I have been in the company of 
men who know as much as, if not more 
than, either the honorable. member for 
Hume (Mr. Falkiner), or the honorable 
member for Grampians (Mr. Jowett), 
“3 _ about the wool business, and those men 
-are emphatic in condemnation of some of 
ethe operations of the Pool. That being 
so, is it not as well to try and allay such 
suspicions, and to allow the Auditor- 
-General to get at the books of the com- 
panies involved? The Minister cannot 
deny that if a Royal Commission were 
\ sitting to-day, and the Auditor-General 

4% were asked whether he should have ac- 

cess to those books, he would respond in 
; an emphatic affirmative. If our request 
that the supervision of the Auditor- 
General be granted means the breaking 
of an agreement—as has been alleged— 
_ then that agreement must be a wey rotten 
. affair. 


=. Mr. Hrecs.—Why are they fighting 
‘their own Auditor-General ? 


Mr. FENTON.—That is the questior. 


_ terday that the Auditor-General was.one 
of the finest public servants in the Com- 
-monwealth. Yet there is Ministerial op- 
“position to giving an officer of such 
superlative qualities his proper rights of 


It is quite likely that, at some later 

stage, Parliament will be asked, not only 
_ to amend the present Bill, but to appoint 
a Royal Commission to inquire into the 
operations of all the Pools. I realize to- 
day, however, that the Ministerial whip 
has been cracked. Honorable members 
- opposite must pocket their own views, and 
their principles too—if they have them— 
and must vote in a direction contrary to 
their beliefs. They have come to heel 
upon a question which should be free 
- from party bias or politics. 


Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [3.43].—The 
statement of the honorable member for 
_Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) does not satisfy 
-me—not because it goes too far, but for 
the reason that it does not go far enough. 
oe lt, is not sufficiently comprehensive to 
meet the position indicated by several 
* erable members opposite. hile two 


[25 Juny, 1919.] 


~ During | 


ie Honorable members opposite stated yes- _ 


Activities Bue 12021. 


are, no doubt, many Sher activities in 


which the Government are interested to a- 


greateror less degree as a partner, and 


which should be subject to inspection and — 


investigation. There is no question that 
the Government is committed to these 
agreements. If an amendment of the 
uature put forward by the honorable 


member for Capricornia were carried, it 


would undoubtedly be equivalent to a 


vote of no-confidence in the Government. 


I am not prepared to see the Government ax 


resign upon a minor issue. I want to see 

something larger before Parliament ex- — 
“presses an opinion of so serious a nature. 
If the honorable member. for Capricornia _ 
(Mr. Higgs) will introduce a comprehen- 
sive proposal intimating that this House — 


desires an investigation of all concerns in 
which the Govarnnient and Parliament 


are interested, I will give it Ne ose : 


support. 


Mr. 
General has power over all the other trans- 
actions and operations of companies, ex- 
cept in regard to these two companies. 


Mr. 
ther his power goes as far as that sug- 


gested by the honorable member’s amend- _ 


ment. It certainly would be advisable to 


put the position beyond question by defi- 


nitely indicating the duty of the Auditor- 
General in regard to all these eoncerns, 


It is not sufficient to leave to his discre- — < 


tion the extent to which his investigations 
shall go. 


Parliament a precise direction, and I 
would certainly be glad to support a ie 
provision of that effect. : 


Mr. Hices.—I am afraid the Govern- 


ment would put such a proposal_at the 


bottom of the business-paper. 


Mr. FOWLER.—Other methods of ob- 
taining the opinion of the House are open 
to the honorable member, and I again 
pledge myself to support him if he adopts 
any of those methods. There is no ques- 
tion as to-the necessity for a careful super- 
vision and investigation of many of: these 
business interests into which the Govern- 
ment have entered. A more comprehen- 
sive method is desirable, and I believe 
that both the Parliament and the people 
desire something of the kind. There is, 
I regret to say, an atmosphere of 


cad 43 f 


Hiees.—l believe the Nee 


FOWLER.—I am not sure whe- , my 


He should receive from this 
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suspicion surrounding a good many of the — 


operations of these governmental activi- 
ties, and it is our duty to dissipate that 
atmosphere at the earliest moment. I[ 
shall, however, support the Government 
in regard to this amendment, not because 
IT wish to spare their feelings, but for the 
reason that I wish to see an issue of the 
kind raised by the honorable member put 
before us in a more general and compre- 
hensive way. 


Question—-That the words proposed to 
be added to the proposed new sub- 


Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, J. G. 
Burchell, R.- J. 
Chapman, Austin 
Corser, EK. B.C. 
Foster, Richard 
Fowler, J. M. 
Gibson, W. G. 
Glynn, P. McM. 
Greene, W. M. 
Groom, L. E, 
Jowett, E. 
Lamond, Hector 


Anstey, F. 
Catts, J. H. 
Chariton, M. 
‘Corboy, E. W. 
McDonald, C. 


clause (Mr. Tupor’s amendment) — be 
so added—put. The Committee divided. 
Ayes 16 
Noes 31 
Majority 15 
AYES. 
Blakeley, A. McDonald, C. 
Brennan, Frank Riley, E. 
Considine, M. P. Tudor, F. G. 
Fenton, J. E. West, J. EH. 
Finlayson, W. F. Yates, G. Hy °== 
Gregory, H. 
Higgs, W. G. Tellers: 
Mahony, W. G. McWilliams, W. J. 
- Maloney, Dr. Page, J. 
: Nogs.. 
Abbott, Lt.-Colonel Leckie, J. W. 
Archibald, W. O. Lynch, J. 
Atkinson, L. Mackay, G. H. 


Maxwell, G. A. 
Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A,.-8. 
Sampson, S. 
Sinelair, H. 
Smith, Bruce 
Smith, Laird 
Spence, W. G. 
Webster, W. 
Wise, G. H. 
Tellers: 
Story, W. H. 
Thomson, John 


PAIRS, 


Watt, W. A. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Orchard, R., B. 
Pigott, H. R. M. 
Livingston, J. 
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Question—That the proposed new sub- 


clause (Mr. 


Hiees”- 


amendment) be 


added—put. The Committee divided. 
Ayes Le 
Noes 30.2 
Majority 16 
ie : - AYES. 
Blakeley, A. Riley, E. 
Brennan, Frank Tudor, FG. 
Considine, M. P. West, J. H. 
Fenton, J. E. Yates, G. EK, 
Higgs, W. G. . 
Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 
Maloney, Dr. Finlayson, W. F 
MeDonald, C. Page, J 
: Nors. 
Abbott, Lt.-Colonel Lynch, J. 
Archibald, W. 0. Mackay, G. H. = he 
Bamford, F. W. Maxwell, G. A. Ree 
Bayley, J. G. Poynton, A. 
Burchell, R. J. Rodgers, A. S. : 
Chapman, Austin Sampson, 8. 


Corser, E. B. C, 
Foster, Richard 


Charlton, M. 
Corboy, EH. W. 
McDonald, C. 


McGrath, D. C. Boyd, J. A. pt 
Nicholls, S. R. Lister, J..H. ; oy 
Wallace, C. Fleming, W. M. \" 
Watkins, D. Palmer, A. C. my co 

tes 


Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. aes 
Progress reported. : = 


Sinclair, H. 
Smith, Bruce 


_ Fowler, J. M. Smith, Laird 
Gibson, W. G. Spence, W. G._ 
Glynn, P. MeM. Webster, W. 
Greene, W. M. Wise, G. H. 
Groom, L. E, : 
Jowett, E. Tellers: 
Lamond, Hector Story, W. H. 
Leckie, J. W. Thomson, John — 

Pairs. 
Anstey, F. Watt, W. A. 
Catts, J. H. Best,- Sir Robert 


Orchard, R22 B: 
Pigott, H. BR. Me 
Livingston, J.° 


ADJOURNMENT. 


SEAMEN’S STRIKE: 


RELIEF OF DISTRESS. ~ 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 


McGrath, D. C. Lister, J. H. 
Nicholls, S. R. Boyd, J. A. 
Wallace, C. Fleming, W. M. 
Watkins, D. Palmer, A.C. “> 


Question so resolved in the RATS. 
Amendment negatived. 


ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [4.0].—I move— - 
That the House do now adjourn. 

In view of the long debate that has taken 
place on the Commercial Activities Bill, 
I ask honorable members to assist me to 2. ae 
_ get the Bill passed early next week. ET 
“ think that they will agree that it has had aa 
ample discussion, 3 ee 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra — 
advantage of the motion to direct the at- 
‘tention of the Minister leading the House 
o a matter of urgent public importance. 
‘I raise the question now with a view to 
obtaining information from the honorable 
gentleman on the subject when the House 
_mneets on Wednesday next. It is known 
— to every one that, owing to the present 
_ industrial dispute, a great_ number of 
‘people are out of employment, particu- 
larly in the metropolitan area of this 
State. Several deputations have waited 
upon the Acting Prime Minister (Mr. 
Watt) in eonnexion with the matter..I 
was present with more than one of those 
deputations, and as a result of their repre- 
_séntations the ~honorable. gentleman 
-pranted the sum of £1,000 for the relief 
of distress in Melbourne. The Victorian 
Government granted a similar amount. 
- When the matter was referred to, a fort- 
night or three weeks ago, the honorable 
member for Illawarra (Mr. Hector La- 
mond), I think, asked whether 
milar assistance would be given in 
the other States. I ask the Government 
o see that the assistance given for the re- 


: of this State shall be the same as that 
given in New South Wales. I can assure 
rable members that the distress here 


‘ict in which there are a great number 
unemployed at the present time, and 
» come directly in contact with some 
f the relief work. Whilst a grant of 
£1,000 was made by the Federal Govern- 
ment, and a grant of a similar amount 
by the State Government in Victoria, in 
_ New South Wales £5,000 was granted by 
the Federal Government and £5,000 by 
the New South Wales Government, al- 
though I am glad to say that the distress 
has not been so great. in New South Wales 


factories in New South Wales are’ nearér 
‘to the coal supplies, and therefore can 
~be keot going more easily than can the 
_ factories here. I ask the Minister leading 
_ the House to see whether it is not pos- 

sible for additional assistance to be given 
to the Trades Hall Relief Committee in 


relief granted here. ‘There is one thing 
oticeable in connexion with the  dis- 


lief of distress in the metropolitan area - 


eute, because I happen to live in a_ 


as, unfortunately, it is in this State. The 


Melbourne, who have been distributing - 


and it is that people who go to such 
societies for relief make a habit of going 
to them. Robert Hunter has made that 
statement in his book Poverty, and I am 
able to confirm it by personal experience, 
as my wife has been associated with the — 
Ladies Benevolent Society of the city of _ 
Richmond for the past. twelve or fiiteer 
years, and it is the experience of that — 
society that, once people come to them for 
assistance, they continue to do so, and 
are very reluctant to cease. It is pos- — 
sible that if the local distribution of 
rants for relief by the Commonwealth _ 
and State Governments is adopted it may 
have the effect of sapping the independ- 
ence of people who go to the reef com- 
mittees for assistance, inasmuch as they 
may be led to believe that they will be en- 
titled to such charitable relief at all times. 
It will be admitted that if that were the 
effect it would not be to the-advantage — 
of the community. Perhaps the Minister 
will see if it is correct that the Federal 
Government has granted £5,000 for the 
relief of distress in Sydney, where, ap- — 
parently, the distress is not so great as im 
Melbourne, and only £1,000 for the reef 
of distress here. I believe that there has — 
not been a single word in criticism of 
the fairness of the distribution of the 
grant for relief by the Melbourne Trades _ 
Hall Relief Committee. Any one who 
has had anything to do with relief work 
must be aware that, no matter by whom 
relief is distributed, there will be found 
people who will try to impose upon those 
in charge of it; but I do not think that 
there will -be a greater percentage of such 
cases coming before the Trades Hall Relief 
Committee than before the local com- 
mittees. I hope that the Government will — 
look into the matter with a view of see- 
ing whether the relief of persons in dis- 
tress may not be more fairly adjusted _ 
than it. appears to be at the present time. © 
Mr. BURCHELL (Fremantle) [4.4] — 
After listening to the appeal made by the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tuder), 
one is tempted to ask the Minister now 
leading the Government in this House 
what they are doing to provide for the 
relief of distress in each of the States of 
the Commonwealth. We can all appre- 
ciate the difficulties under which working 
men and women are labouring at the pre- 


pois 


ibution of relief by benevolent societies, sent time. In Western Australia people 
sa me vires Eee es : os ee ie ne 
c . 25 Renee eat ae 
se aa * oat 
: oy 4 i : =e 5 x 
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are suffering very severely, indeed, as a 
result of the shipping strike, and repre- 
sentatives of that State are constantly 
being bombarded with requests for some 
“amelioration of the position. Ordinary 
merchandise, for example, has been over- 
carried to the eastern States, and efforts 
are now being made to have it returned ; 
in the meantime the community generally 
are suffering quite as much as the resi- 
dents in manufacturing centres. When 
the Acting Leader of the House is reply- 
ing to the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor), I hope we shall have some com- 
prehensive statement as to what is being 
done by the Government in each State. 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Dowrs—Acting 
Attorney-General) [4.6]I shall have 
both the matters referred to looked into, 
and see that an answer is supplied later 
on. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

House adjourned at 4.7 p.m. 


Senate. 


Wednesday, 30 July, 1919. 


The Presippnr (Senator the Hon. T. 
Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and read 
prayers. 


| H.M.A.S. AUSTRALIA. 
SENTENCES FoR BreacH or DIScIPuine. 


Senator FOLL.—Have the Government 
yet received any reply to the representa- 
tions made to the Imperial Government 
in connexion with the sentences which 
were passed upon certain sailors 
H.M.A.S. Australia? 

Senator MILLEN.—No reply has yet 
been received from the Imperial authori- 
As honorable senators are probably 
aware, a second communication was for- 
_ wérded to them by the Government. 


“ee BLOW-FLY PEST. 
Senator FOLL—Has the Leader of 


‘the Government in the Senate seen a state- 
“ment to the effect that, since leaving Aus- 
tralia, Professor Lefroy has discovered a 
means of exterminating the blow-fly pest? 


(REPRESENTA DIVES.) 


building on a site close to Wentworth Park to - . 


-of: 


ee. ee A Sor ike Saas Cea ee ss I ler Ht FST ae : 
= “Feet oy Bees es RPS {ne eee Sioa 
Kk t o> rf 


Seater’ S. s Strike, 


Is it the intention of ine Gevanhuelt to } 
secure this gentleman’s services in con- . 
nexion with the Bureau of Peigute and . 
Industry ? : 
Senator MILLEN.—I have seen the ; 
paragraph referred to, but I can only say 
at present that, beyond that newspaper in- 
timation, the Government knows nothing __ 
of the matter. It will be submitted for 
the consideration of the Bureau of Science 
and Industry. ? 


WENTWORTH PARK WOOL 
STORES. 


Derposir or RuspsisH. 


Senator McDOUGALL—1I ask tHe 
Leader of the Government in the Senate 
if he has any reply to the question I put — 
some time ago on the subject of the deposit 
of rubbish alongside ‘the wool stores at 
Wentworth Park? 

Senator MILLEN.—I have been sup-_ 
plied by the Central Wool Committee with 
the following answer to the question sub- 
mitted by Senator McDougall on the 17th ae 
of this month -— ba 

Recently permission was given by the New i ee 


South Wales State Wool Committee to the 
contractors who are making excavations for a 


deposit portion of the ‘soil removed within the 
boundary fence of the Wentworth Park sheds. 
The soil, which is suitable for top-dressing, and — 
similar to that spread in another part of the ~ 
park used as a children’s playground, was to 
be utilized for the purpose of filling in heles or 
depressions in the ground in close proximity to. se 
the sheds. = 

When the requirements of the New South 
Wales State Wool Committee were satisfied, the — 
carter engaged deposited the earth immediately _ e 
outside portion of the fence. surrounding the © 
sheds, for which the State Wool Committee ” 
was not responsible. 

The cartage contractor is now engaged in re-— 
moving this soil, which is probably the rubbish — 
referred to by Senator McDougall. 


SEAMEN’S STRIKE. 


Senator MULCAHY. —TI ask the Leader - 
of the Senate if he is prepared to-day to 
make a statement as to the intentions of 
the Government with regard to the present 
strike, and, if not to-day, when we ae 
expect such a statement? : if 

Senator MILLEN.—I am not ina posi- a 
tion to-day to make a statement, for the 
reason that, so far as we are informed, the 


eu: 


Papers. 


- various branches of the Seamen’s Union 

have not yet finalized their action. The 
ae Government deem it advisable to wait 
until that has been done before they make 
any further pronouncement on the subject. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented :— 


Arbitration (Public Service) Act 1911.— 
Orders of the Commonwealth Court of Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration, and other docu- 
ments, in connexion with further variations 
of awards in the following cases:— 

Australian Letter Carriers’ Association. 
(Dated 16th June, 1919.) 

Federated Public Service Assistants’ As- 
sociation of Australia. (Dated 25th 
June, 1919.) 

General Division Officers Union of the 
Trade and Customs Department of Aus- 
tralia. (Dated 6th June, 1919.) 

Audit Act 1901-1917—Transfers of amounts 
approved by the Governor-General in Coun- 

 cil—Financial year 1918-19—Dated 16th 
sduly, 1918 (two) ss’. 

oe Defence Act 1903-1918.—Regulationg amended. 
. Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 155, 156, 157, 
; 158, 168. 
_ Excise Act 1901-1918. —Regulations amended. 
: —Statutory Rules 1919, No. 186. 
League of Nations.—Draft Agreement pre- 
sented to the Plenary Inter-Allied Confer- 
ence of 14th February, 1919. (Paper pre- 
. sented to British Parliament. ) 
Norfolk Island. — Ordinances of 1919. 
No. 1.—Appeal. 
No. 2.—Affidavits. | 
Northern Territory Acceptance Act and 
Northern Territory Crown Lands Act 1890 
(South Australia).—Plan of Reserve for 
Water Conservation and Police Purposes at 
_ Anthony’s Lagoon, Northern Territory. 
Northern Territory—Ordinance No. 9 of 1919. 
Justices’ Appeal. 
= Postmaster-General’s Department. — Eighth 
Annual Report, 1917-1918. : 

Public Service Act 1902-1918— 

Promotion of G. Sinden, Postmaster-Gene- 
ral’s Department. 

' Regulations amended.—Statutory Rules 
1919, No. 164. 

Return to Order of the Senate of 26th June, 
1919— 

Rent paid by Commonwealth EGU Bg 
in Melbourne.—Return. 

War Precautions Act 1914-1918. @ Rep ulations 
amended Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 166, 
167, 176. 

War Service Homes Act 1918.—Agreement be- 

tween War Service Homes Commissioner 

and Commonwealth Bank of Australia re- 
lating. to purchase of land, erection of 

dwelling-houses, &e. 

pe 00! Report relating to the activities of the 


an 


son 1918-1919. 


[30 Jury, 1919.] 


Central Wool Committee for the wool sea- 
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DEFENCE FORCE. 
Dray IN SETTLEMENT OF Crams. 


Senator NEEDHAM (for Senator ive 
Colonel O’Locuim) asked the Acting 
Minister for Defence, upon notice— 


Has the attention of the Minister been called 
to the statement made at the Congress of the — 
Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ League in Ade- 
laide on 16th July, 1919, that the widows and 
dependants of deceased soldiers had been un- | 
able to obtain a settlement of their estates for 
several months, and will he see that these 
settlements are ‘expedited 7 


Senator RUSSELL—In the. “majority 


of cases the military estates of deceased . 
soldiers have been adjusted. Everything — 


possible is being done, and will be. done, 


to expedite the settlement of the re- ae 


mainder. 


MELBOURNE METROPOLITAN | 
GAS COMPANY. 


INCREASE IN Price oF Gis; a 
Senator NEEDHAM asked the Minis- 
ter representing the Prime Bee | ee 


notice— 

1. Has his attention been called to a ste 
ment appearing in the press that it is the in- 
tention of the Metropolitan Gas Company to 
increase the price of gas to the consumer by 
ls. 6d. per 1,000 cubic feet consequent on ths: 
present industrial dispute? 

2. Will the Government take action to com- 
pel this company to proceed to arbitration, or — 
take any other steps that will prevent such ay 
an increase on the present price Nei Us 
consumers of gas? 


Senator MILLEN.—The price Bf gas 
is reeulated by State enactment, and the 
matter has been brought under the notice 
of the State Government. oe 


PRISONERS. 


ReEMIssIONS OF SENTENCES AND ‘Finns: 
War Precautions Act. 


Senator NEEDHAM . (for Senator 
Grant) asked the Acting Minister po 
Defence, upon. notice— 


1. How many members of the Australian ton 
perial Force are at present detained in cused y 
in Australia? : 

2. How many civilians are at present in ve 
in Australia for infringing the provisions of 
the War Precautions Act or regulations there- 
under? ~ 


11026 Military Stores. 

Senator RUSSELL.— The answers 
are— 

1. There are forty-three cases of soldiers 


‘gerving sentences in Australia awarded by court 
martial. 
2. This question has been referred to the At- 
torney-General’s Department for answer. 
Senator FOLL asked the Acting Min- 
ister for Defence, wpon notice— 


is-it-.-the incantlon of the Gare er in 
connexion with the Peace Celebrations, to remit 
all fines and sentences incurred by members of 
the Australian Imperial Forces either overseas 
or in Australia? 


Senator RUSSELL.—No; but the ques- 
tion of the remission of portion of the 
sentences of penal: servitude, imprison- 
ment, and detention awarded by courts 
martial is now under consideration. 


MILITARY STORES. 
DistrRIBUTION oF SURPLUS. 


Senator O KEEFE asked the Acting 
Minister for Defence, upon notice—_ 

Have blankets, flannels, or other goods held 
by the Defence Department been, or are they 
going to be, made available at cost price. to 
organizations who wish to purchase them for 
distribution in urgent cases ? 


Senator RUSSELL—A quantity of 
fiannel and blankets has already been 
made available for free distribution in 
certain cases of distress. Existing in- 
structions provide that blankets and other 
woollen goods no longer suitable for the 
use of troops may be made available free 
of charge to charitable organizations, and 
blankets and other articles in excess of 
military requirements may be made avail- 
able at cheap rates to hospitals, charitable 
organizations, and influenza relief -com- 
mittees; other applications_are dealt with 
on their merits. 


: PUBLIC SERVICE. 
PREFERENCE TO RuerurNep Sorprers. 


Senator BARNES asked the Acting 
Minister for Defence, upon notice— 


Is it the policy of ihe Department to dis- 
charge from his employment the father of a 
dead soldier for the purpose of replacing him— 
the father—by a soldier or soldier’s wife? 


Senator RUSSELL.—The policy is te 
give first preference to returned soldiers. 
Experience has, however, shown that this 
policy, where it involves displacing exist- 


[SENATE.] 


¥ 


M arg Trainees. 


ing employees, may be the means oh in- 
flicting great and unmerited hardship. 
The Government are now considering the 
possibility of meeting such cases with- 
out violating their general policy. 


MILITARY. TRAINEES 
ForFEITURE oF CIGARETTES. 
Senator McDOUGALL asked the Act- 


ing Minister for Defence, upon notice— 
1. Is the Minister aware whether military~ 


at Grafton have had to hand over 
that may have been in their 


trainees 
all cigarettes, &c., 
possession whilst on parade, 
pockets have been searched ? 


2, Will the Minister give instructions that 


such a practice, if in vogue, is to be discon- 
tinued * 


RUSSELL.— The 


Senator ~ answers 
are— Se ee 
1, At a Senior Cadet parade held at 


Grafton, on 4th April last, the Senior Cadets 


were or¢ ie to hand over cigarettes in their 
possession while on parade. Pockets were not 
searched, but the Cadets were ordered to turn 
them out. The cigarettes were destroyed by 
fire in the presence of the Cadets. 

2. In accordance with Australian Military 
Regulation 1238, it is an offence for Senior 


Cadets to have in their possession any in-— 
cigarettes, - or material for - 


toxicating liquor, 
making cigarettes when in uniform on duty 


or on parade, and the action taken was in — : 


neces with this regulation, 


. COMMONWEALTH AUDIT 

OFFICE -INSPECTOR, PERTH. 

Senator NEEDHAM asked the Min- 
ister representing the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


1. Will the Minister give the name of the — 


officer nominated by the “Commonwealth Publie 
Service inspector, Western Australia, for ap- 
pointment to thle position of inspector, 3rd 
class, Commonwealth Audit Office, Perth? 

2. Will the Minister ask the Govyernor- 


General to hold the appointment in abeyance, — 


and permit, any appeals lodged under section 
50 of the Act against the Commonwealth Pub- 
lice Service inspector’s nominee to be dealt 
with before finalizing the matter? -— 


Senator MILLEN.—I¢ 
sidered desirable to disclose the nature of 


‘reports of Public Service inspectors in 


such, matters. 


TRADE MARKS BILL. 


Bill read a third time. og ae 


also that their © 


is not con- 


Be pak 


ee eI The 


Sy Tn Commuter Gonpaerstion. of re- 
= port presented to Penite on , 16th July, 
1919): 


Senator GIVENS ' osce anid) 
ection: of honorable » senators that oa 


the question, which is one of importance, 
- whether the rights of senators have not 
been imperilled by a departure from 
our usual practice which was made 
ai whilst the war was in progress. As hon- 
orable senators are aware, while the war 
continued we departed from the custom 
which had been previously observed of 
having at least one session of Parliament 
‘during: each year, the result being that 
we had only one session during the life 
of each Parliament. That is to say, 
there: was no prorogation at the end of 
each year. Instead, we merely adjourned 
antil a date.to be fixed, ‘The consequence 
was that certain of our Standing Orders 
prohibited honorable senators from exer- 
eising their ordinary rights in regard to 
stions nee! had been | an with as 


re fe boca i to any Taek Which 
been dealt with by the Senate. 
Then this question was referred to the 
tanding Orders Committee it was fully 
nsidered by the -members of. that 
dy, and they have decided to es- 
‘tablish, — as nearly as -practicable, the 
- position which would have existed if a 


ing each year. The proposed standing 
order. will - permit of any  question—no 
“matter how long a session may last— 
which has been dealt with six months 
previously, being revived, so long as the 
session has lasted for a little more than a 
calendar year. The reason why a period 
of fifteen months has been inserted in the 


have already had experience of a session 
of that duration, and if a Tariff measure 
‘be introduced during the present session, 
is quite possible that we may have a 
etition of that eens 


3. 20].—It will “be within the recol- 


short time ago Senator Pratten raised. 


session of Parliament had been held dur- | 


proposed new standing order is that. we- 


Ber gtae Knipe. —Are we. going Ls 
have a “Tariff submitted for our con- 
sideration this. session ? 

Senator GIVENS.—That is nee a Aa ag 
ter for me to deal with. Honor- 
able senators may rest assured that the 
new proposal . fully safeguards - their 
rights without permitting any — undue 
ecnee: Therefore, I move— 


‘That the following new standing order: be bale 
- adopted :— : 


4164. Where a session of Partiaanene faa” 


continued, for more than. fifteen ee 
standing orders Nos, 133, 413, 414, and — 


416 shall not apply to any subject or. 
matter that hag transpired or been dealt 7 


with more than six months previously. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 2 - 


[3.24].—As I directed attention to this 


matter ‘some little time ago, I wish to 


say that the proposal which has now been 


submitted, and which represents | the out-— 


come of the. consideration given to this 
question by the Standing Orders Com- 
mittee, meets the case which I submitted 
to the Senate. It safeguards the ‘rights — 
and privileges of honorable senators, and 
I very heartily support its adoption. 


This supplementary standing ordet i is-de- 


signed to meet the exceptional . eircum- 


stances which have arisen since. the com- 


mencement. of the war. 


Senator DE LARGIE (Wesiem® ae 


inet od 
* 


tralia) [3.25 |.—I wish to draw attention — a 


to the necessity. for printing a new edi- 
tion of our Standing Orders, in order 
that it may be: placed in the hands of 
honorable senators. -Our present copies — 
are things of rags and tatters. When 
one attempts to handle them the leaves 
fly all over the chamber. The attention 
of the press should be especially directed 
to this matter with a view to showing 
how we economize in paper and printing. 
It should be a standing proof to the press” 
that this is a ‘very. economical © ‘Parlia- 
ment. 

Question resolved “in the affirmative. 

Resolution _reported.. Fo ge 


LIGHTHOUSES BILL. 


In Committee (Consideration eke 


from 17th July, vide page 10810). 
Clause 3 jee 
After section nineteen, of the Paige ‘Act — 

.the following sections are inserted :—_ 

_ ‘19a, Any person who, or the iaster, 
haere eae and: charterers. of aay pae 
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Lighthouses Bill. 


which damages or destroys any lighthouse 
or marine mark shall be liable to pay the 
Commonwealth the cost of repairing, re- 
placing, or reinstating the lighthouse or 
marine mark. 


Je which Senator Farrsarrn had 


~ moved by way of amendment— 


-deration a fortnight ago, 


That all the words after ‘‘ who’’, first oc- 
curring, line 8, down to and including the 
word ‘‘ which’’, line 5, be left out. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Acting © 


Minister of Defence and Yice-President 
of the Executive Council) [3.27]. 
When this measure was under consi- 
some little 
doubt was é6xpressed as to the wisdom of 
placing the whole of the liability for any 
damage done to our lighthouses or 
marine marks upon the shoulders either 
of the ship-owner, charterer, or agent of 
a vessel. It was thought that the clause 
was too rigid, in that it assumed guilt 
on the part of one of these individuals, 
even in the event of a vessel being blown 
upon a lighthouse or marine mark by a 
storm.’ To meet the wishes which were 
then expressed by honorable senators, I 
have decided to strike out proposed new 
section 19a and to substitute for it a pro- 
vision which will spare any of the indi- 
viduals mentioned where he does not con- 
tribute by neglect to the destruction of 
a lighthouse or marine mark. The new 
provision effectually provides for this. 

Senator Senror.—Will the amendment 
leave paragraph 198 operative? 

Senator RUSSELL.—yYes. If a man 


_ through neglect or wickedness destroys a 


damage which’ 


lighthouse or marine mark he will be 


hable to the 
he does. I therefore 
move— 

That proposed new section 19a be left out, 
and that the following provision be inserted in 


- lieu thereof :— 


“19a. If any lighthouse or marine mark 
is damaged or destroyed by any person or 
ship the person, or master, owner, agent, 
or charterer of a ship, as the case may 
be, shall be liable to pay to the Common- 
wealth the cost of repairing or replacing 
the lighthouse or marine mark unless he 
proves that the damage or destruction of 
the lighthouse or marine mark was not 
caused through wilfulness, neglect, mis- 
conduct, or want of skill. ” 


Amendment agreed to. 


‘Clause, as amended, agreed to. 
Title agreed to. ° 


- Bill reported with an amendment. 
ee te 


Nh 


| eats AG 


Commonwealth for the 


M imisterial Statement, vee i 


“MIN ISTERIAL STATEMEN T. 


Debate resumed from 27th J une (oide 
page 10223), on motion by Senator 
Mirtzn— 7 
That the paper be printed. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN 


[3.33]—At last an opportunity is avail- 
able to me to make a few remarks upon 


the Ministerial statement-- On the whole, ay 
I approve fairly well of the actions of the” 


Government, but there are two matters 


upon which I should like to say some- 


thing. We have been told that the Lord — 
jloveth those whom He chasteneth, and — 
if, in the course of my observations, EA 
chester members of the Government, they 
will know it is because I love them sO 
sincerely. The subjects to which I desire 
to direct attention are those relating to 


economy with efficiency in the adminis- 
tration of the affairs of this country, and — 


profiteering. These are questions which 
may be dealt with at great length, but I 
do not propose to occupy much time. The — 
question of economy with effigiency im 
the administration of our public affairs — 
should engage the serious attention — of 
every man in public life. It is a most 


serious! problem, affecting as it does our 


manifold obligations. 


Our soldiers’ pen- 
sions 


are mounting up. No ok 
gation should be more _ sacred 
the people of this country, but— “ 


we do not economize sufficiently in 
our administration. I am afraid that, 


with a drought threatening the produe- 


(Victoria) 


a 


1 


ing interests of the Commonwealth, our _ 


financial position will be most unsatisfac- | 


tory. We shall be short of money. 
There appears to be a feeling among my 
friends opposite that taxation can always — 


be shifted on to the shoulders of those 


who are supposed to be best able to bear 


it, meaning, of course, those people with — 


the larger incomes; but I emphasize the — 
fact they are already tremendensa ae 
taxed. A friend: of mine told me the 


other day—and he made no secret of it—_ 


that in his case taxation represented we" 
per cent. of his income. It will be seen, 


therefore, that a man with about £2 000 — 
or £3, 000 a year is better off than seek ; 


men with £10,000. Rea «i 


- want to spend it on himself. 
_ think that there is any vulgar display of 
extravagance in this country, such as, 


_ ducing their financial obligations. 


Ministerial 


Senator Okan Whar aoc a man 


want with £10,000 a year, anyhow? 
Senator FAIRBATRN.—He may not 
I do not 


perhaps, prevailed in some quarters prior 
to the war; but it must not be forgotten 
that a man with £10 ,000 a year income 
often has very many and pressing obliga- 
tions. Possibly he may want a portion 
of the money to reduce his debts, and 
while taxation is bearing so heavily on 
the shoulders of such people, they will 
not be able to do much in the way o ts 

0 
not say that taxation on the higher in- 


comes should be reduced; but F want to 


caution people, particularly our friends 
of the Opposition, that the limit of taxa- 
tion on the higher incomes has _ been 
almost reached. Not much more money 


can be obtained from that source. 


~ Senator Muicany.—Taxation on the 
higher incomes reaches ony 60 per cent. 


in Great Britain. 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—But in the 
case | have quoted 72 per cent. of a man’s 


income has been taken. 


Senator Murncany.—There -must be 


— something peculiar about his position. 


‘Senator O’Kuern, —There are not many 


cases in Australia in which taxation re- 
_ presents 72 per cent. of the income. 


- Senator FAIRBATRN.—There are a 


_ good many. 


Senator O’Kaerr. hen it would be 


2 interesting if the honorable senator would 


- plain the position. 


* furnish the Senate with Baeculars of 
Go. them. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—If the honor- 
able senator will allow me, I shall ex- 
In the case of a man 
engaged in the pastoral industry, his 
lambs, which do not represent actual 
cash, may have been valued at a certain 
figure, and die next year, with the result 
that his net. income will have been so 
much reduced that he will find himself 
mulcted in taxation to the extent of 72 


per cent. I know this is an absolute fact 


in some cases, and that the Acting Prime 


' Minister (Mr. Watt) has been placed in 
ey Possession of the figures. 


_(20 ie 1919. 4 
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Sense ie _will the honorable 
senator indicate what is the net income 
upon which 72 per cent. has been — eon 
Is it very large? 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Yes, a is 
large; I suppose about £10,000 a year. 
In the case to which I refer the taxpayer’s 
income has been cut down to about 
£2,800. I do not suggest that £2,800 is 


not sufficient for a man to live upon; but ~ 


the facts indicate that there is not much 
room for further taxation on the higher 
incomes. The real position of those who 
are supposed to be well off, is not always 
better than that of those who get £2,000 ~ 
or £3,000 a year, because, although their 
incomes may be larger, they ‘have con- 
tracted certain obligations, quite apart 
from taxation exactions of the Govern- — 
ment, which must be met. ee 


Pence Remp.—You are speaking, i o 


presume, of State and Federal taxation? 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Yes; and of 
municipal taxation also. I refer to all 
forms of taxation levied upon persons 
with large incomes. ne 
I have had prepared a table setting out — 
in some detail the extent of our obliga- 
tions. Commonwealth war pensions, on 
27th June, 1919, amounted to £5,234,819, 
paid to 192, 019 returned soldiers. The 
old-age and ‘invalid pensions, on 31st De- 


cember, 1918, tepresented an expenditure __ 


of £4, 000 ,000, paid to 95,432 pensioners; 
and the maternity bonus, at the end of last 
year, amounted to £643,000, paid in 
respect of 126,888 babies. The Common- 
wealth also paid to.. benevolent asylums 
£59,060 for 2,788 inmates. These figures 
make up a total of £9,916,872 paid in 
respect of 448,128 persons. ‘Of course we 
cannot. look to any saving in respect of : 
some of these amounts. 

Senator Colonel RowzELtt.—We _ should 
be able to make a saving in connexion 
with the maternity allowance. | 

Senator FATIRBAIRN.—I am coming 
to that. If old-age pensioners were rightly 
paid the pensions which they received 
three or four years ago, they are logically 
entitled now to an increased pension, 
owing to the increased cost of living. [ 
understand that the Government are at 
present considering whether the state of 
the Commonwealth finances justifies an 


ae ray the acne 
should not be paid in the case of persons 
in receipt of an income above a certain 
amount. I never could be convinced that — 
-@ man in receipt of a small income should | 
be compelled by taxation to contribute 
- towards this assistance to another man 
in receipt of a very much larger. Income. 
I direct the attention cf Ministers to the 
advisability of reviewing the present sys- 
tem under which maternity allowances 
are paid, and to see whether something 
might not be saved in that way which 
could be used to increase the rate of the 
old-age pension. 
Senator Earte.—I would prefer that 
iis money saved in that. way should be ~ 
- spent on baby cr maternity clinics. | 
ae Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I think that — 
ope cach clinics should be: provided for, but 
it does seem to me ridiculous that the 
_ maternity allowance should be paid, as it 
is, to people who are really well off. 
‘Senator EHarte.—To 99 per ‘Cent. 


Senator O’KrErre.—Does the honorable — 


senator mean to say that 99 per cent. of 
_ the people who receive the maternity 
gnnee are well off ?. ne, 
Senator Earte.—No; that the apph- 
spect of 99 per cent. of the babies who 
are born. _ a 
7 Senator O’KEeEre. 5s it not better 


ing the population than upon killing’ it? 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—There is “not 
_ the slightest doubt that it is, and I can 
_ answer the honorabte senator’s question 
- without notice. 

- The Federal and State Governments 
draw taxation from the same well, and 
I come now to consider the payments 
which have been made by the State Go- 
vernments. For general hospitals the 
States contributed £666,589 for the ac- 
ommodation of 476,279 people treated 
m those ah ies ‘That was in tate 


ahe pears: ee with this ile To 
_ benevolent institutions the States con- 
tributed £256,616 for sheltering 7,258 
people. The amount of State relief for 
1eglected children was £535,419 for the 
are of, I was surprised to see, 32, 381 
neglected chaldyen: in the Commonwealth. 


cine Z 


Sion for the allowance, is made in re-— 


that we should spend money on increas- 
say that it would be cruel to reduc 


: uf we do not eine. them now, 


ition = 
riginals the States contrib 
‘in respect of 6,777 aboriginal 
figures” make a total of £2,243,6 
‘in respect of 539,698 people. — 


a the ees for both Conte ae 


Se a 987 826° persons? so that near. 
one in every - five of the population 
pane — some Ore fr Aes 


a ee in the Free of 
war loans. It is obvious — aronpe 
figures that we need to be very cal 
‘how we spend our money, but I 
much regret to say that I see no att 
on the. part of the Government to 

reduce public expenditure, — ‘They 
to go on increasing the staffs of p 
departments and establishing iz 
‘departments, and in spending ome 
as if the public purse had no 
tom to it. I was very much surpri: 
the other day to find that there has beer 
an increase of 396 public officers 
Public Service. I believe that such an 
increase is not justified. We should for 
‘some time to come keep the Public § 
at least at no more than its 
strength. Some honorable senato: 


departmental staffs, but the fact 


before ae we may saadowies } 
turn people out of the Governmen 
partments at a time when it will be « 
cult for them to obtain employm 
side, and in that way we should b 
them a gross. Injustice. 


_ There is one aa in which, 


sere: 
ments: hich might well be: ota 


Dora cuceaks There. have’ 
Premiers’ Conferences at w 
ter wee Fes eon” ee é she Py 


an ean held im 
14, it was. resolved 


That the proposals - of -the omiesnwenith 
Government relating .to electoral reform be 
eferred to the Governments -of the States for 


‘That was Soo five and'a alt years ago. 

- Senator Russreri.—It is only fair “+0 
say that our Bill hasbeen prepared, and 

is ready for that co-operation. 

Senator FAIRBAIRN. —I do not care’ 

zy oko is at- fault, I wish to see the amal- 

-gamation take place. At the Premiers’ 

_ Conference held in weet in May, ere 
- ‘it was resolved— ._. 

- That steps be taken to secure aeckaral: roll 


uniformity between the Commonwealth and 
— the States. 

At another Premiers’ Conference, held in 
Adelaide i in 1916, it was resolved— _ 

. That the- electoral officers. having recom- 
Phos ckicisd that it was practicable and advisable 
to achieve uniformity in regard to State and 
Commonwealth electoral rolls, the respective 
tates be invited. to take the necessary steps 
ive eres. to the piece or. 


Ss Penator FAIRBAIRN. That is SO. 
-- It astonishes me that, instead of amalga-. 
; mating some of the State and Common- 
wealth Departments, the Government go 
n oe peers I have taken 


+ as on £113 190— 
; ae po one Rowerr.—ts that for 


te expenses. The Cote h 
Electoral Department dealt with 2,776,440 
, electors, and, to get their-names on the 
=2- roll, spent. £113, 190. The State Electoral. 
Departments enrolled 2,806,239 electors 
oe at a cost of only £54,931. — 
Senator Russrii na what year do 
‘ those figures refer? - 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—To 1916-17. 

_ Senator Russrrx.—The honorable sena- 
- tor eons remember that there were two 


Beantor Russe. “The: noite hoe to be 
prepared before a referendum. is taken. 


Sehator WATRBATRN “1. pie taken 


the figures which I have quoted from the 


Commonwealth Year-Book. ni believe 


that the expenses of elections are > not i In-- 


cluded 1 in ee figures. ae i a. 


excluded, eee ieee Pes Common a 


wealth ay is taken. . 
Senator FATRBATRN.—I eee 


that that has been done only ae ae and me 


since 1916-17. 
Senator Russet. —No; that has been 
done for the last ten ee 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—I see ee ce 
amount for the Tasmanian State ‘alec 
toral Department was £2,614. Be: 

Senator Russert. Tie idneeahis sena= 
tor should deduet that amount from the 
amount of Commonwealth — cxpenditore 
5 Sted 

Senator FAIRBAIRN. appa and 


be a mere nothing, as the Commonwealth _ 


ee are was nearly three times that 4 


of the States... The Electoral Department. 


is one in which a very considerable say- ~ 


ing might be made by amalgamation. __ i 


T come now to consider the amaleama- 


tion of the taxing Departments ‘of the 
Commonwealth and the States, which has 
“been promised year in and year out for a 


long while. We have had various State a 


Conferences dealing with this matter. At 


- the Conference held at A ee May, : s 


1916, it was resolved— 


wate Stree aes ey 


That thé. Commonwealth Givens a = 


the Governments of the several States shall _ 
direct. their leading taxation officers to meet 


at an early date to prepare a uniform scheme 
for income tax (rates excepted), land tax 


(rates excepted), probate duties (rates ex- 


cepted). ‘The Conference re-affirms the de- 
sirability of uniform valuations for Common- 


wealth and State purposes being adopted as 
early as practicable, and that the necessary 


direction be taken by the States. 


That resolution was arrived at more than - 


two years ago, but, apparently, we are 


no -nearer an amalgamation of the Com- | 


monwealth and State Taxation | Depart- 
ments. This is a matter which requires 


legislation and administrative steps — in’ that. on 


the immediate attention of the Govern- 


epria hae sc not fechas be = Doe 


ment, which should see whether this. amal- 


~ 


= 1082 


out. 
an enormous amount of expense, but it 


a 
. 


ae ta 
ee 


Ministerial 


would obviate a tremendous irritation of 


: ing 


have Prem/ers’ 


. State delegates scattered 


* 


_ the taxpayers, who have now to send in 


two schedules in respect of each tax im- 
posed, and honorable senators know the 
great difficulty with which many are faced 
in making up those schedules. 


I have taken out some figures *to show 
what might be saved in this direction. I 
find that the expense of collection in Vic- 
toria, in 1917-18, of income tax, land tax, 
and probate duties, amounted to £40,445. 


Senator Russeru.—All of which is a 
duplication of Federal work. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Yes; 
which is an absolute duplication. In 
New South Wales there is no State 
land tax; but against that there is an 
enormous income tax to collect. - For 
1916-17 the cost of the collection of taxes 
amounted to £23,022; in Queensland, 
in 1916-17, the sum totalled £13,890 ; 1m 
South Australia the ost amounted to 
£18,260 for the year 1917-18; and, in 
Western Australia for 1914-15—the 
latest year for which I could secure 
figures—the expenditure was £16,183. 
In Tasmania for the same year the 
Simm: ot. £7,931 was expended; and 
the total cost of all the State 
collections amounted to £119,731. Dur- 
1917-18 the Commonwealth had 
to spend £276,772 in the collection of 
its taxes. I am aware, of course, that it 
had the war-time profits tax to deal with, 
and that was a complex subject to handle. 


Uniformity in regard to such matters 
as these will never be secured so long as we 
Conferences, which meet 
and part as did the last one. The influ- 
enza epidem..c broke out, and the various 
in no time. 
On every occasion State Ministers say 


_ they must stick up for their own States, 
~, and that they cannot do anything, while 
_ the Commonwealth representatives 
_ that they must stand by the 
- wealth. 


ré ‘éply 
Common- 
Then comes the deadlock. I 


suggest that State and Federal authori- 


ae ties refer the whole project to a Commis- 


sion to be appointed somewhat on the 


lines of the Murray Waters Commission. 


(SENATE. 7 


It would not only do away with <4 


all of 


Senator DE an Sas Fhinle Eine is a 
Commission with respect to. electoral mat- 
ters now. Sr 
Senator FATRBAIRN. ey am not sure (2) 
about that; but I am convinced that a 
permanent ‘Commission would solve our 
duplication difficulties and bring about 
economical amalgamations. The Commis- — 
sion could investigate the functions of — 3 
both State and Federal taxation authori- __ 
ties. During the last election campaign I~ : 
promised that I would do my utmost to 
bring about this much-desired reform. We _ 
wish for efficiency and economy, and we 
do and say all we can, realizing that 
there is a great deal to be done; but WEL: 
get mighty little results. ee 
Senator Pratren.—If the various Ge 
vernments desired to bring about these 
economies they could do so within a 
month. | <a 
Senator pe Larerm.—Every Govern- 
ment wants to retain its own civil ser- 
vants. me 
Senator FAITIRBAIRN.—That is the — 
trouble. Nevertheless, I hope something ~~ 
will soon be done. I trust also that we ‘ 
may be able to bring about uniformity of 5 
land valuation. aoc 
Senator Russery.—For municipal pur- 2 
poses, too? 3 
Senator 
The Federal Government have a system 
of improved as well as of unimproved : 
valuation. Municipalities make ~ im- 
proved valuations. The Commonwealth 
valuation would really cover the whole —_ 4 
field. New Zealand has one compre-~ | 
hensive land valuation, as against four 1 din a 
Australia. Much inconvenience and wee 


FATRBAIRN.—Why not? 


vast amount of expenditure could be done — 


away with by economical amalgamations — 
in this respect. 

Senator Prarren. — Why should sige - 
the Commonwealth accept the land valua- 
tions of local authorities ? a is 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I do not pro- | oes 
pose to go into those points: Ido not 
care which way uniformity is ‘brought = 
about so long as it secures economy. We | 
have four land valuations to trouble us 


to-day. People under Victorian law have eS i . 
to concern themselyes about unimproved , Rey 
values. Then there is a Federal De- © os 


partment, dealing with both 


- improved Be. 
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at and unimproved alae while, ‘besides matter very earnest attention. To-day 
‘ those, there is a valuation for probate. we are up against a dead-end. Surely 
I realize that the Acting Prime Minister some way out can be found. Neither | 
_ (Mr.- Watt) has no time to attend to de- the Commonwealth nor the States Go- 


tails of this character, and I do not ex- 
pect that the energetic Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) will have any greater op- 
- portunities after his return. Some months 
ago we learned that a Premiers’ Confer- 
ence had been called. There was an ex- 
cellent luncheon provided for the dele- 
gates, no doubt, who made some agreeable 
speeches to one another; and then they 
disagreed; and soon after all scattered 
_. back to their homes, and nothing was 
* done. The farce continues from year to 
year. If the Government means business, 
+ let it refer this subject to a Board. 
, Senator Russerz.—Use the word “ Go- 
-vernments,” not ‘“ Government.” We are 
particularly anxious to do something. 
_* Senator FAIRBATRN.—But all the 
other Governments have said the same; 
_ and every candidate at election time pro- 


_- mises to use his best endeavours to effect. 


 gertain very obvious economies. Some 
people say it is the Government officials 
themselves who kill such projects. “One of 
a the best reports coming under my notice 
emanated from the heads of various De- 
partments, and if the Bill which those 
officials drafted had been framed. and 
_ passed, it would have given satisfaction 
all round. 
"Senator Russrrz.—But we have an Act 
— on the statute-book to-day for that pur- 
-. pose. 
— Senator FAIRBAIRN.—The trouble is 
+ that the needed reform never gets 
further. - 
Senator Russeryt.—We cannot came! 
the States to act. 
Senator FAIRBATRN.—If the Govern- 


ment would refer the matter, say, to the 


- Public Accounts Committee, that body. 
oa would be in a position to continually 
a4 examine the whole subject, and bring 
about something definite. i 


Senator Russzern.~—The States would 
reply that that was a Federal body, and 
that they would. not accept its recom- 
- mendations. 

. Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I do not think 
the States would say that. I trust the 
' Government will, at any rate, give the 


vernments are prepared to delegate their 


powers. Tremendous and unnecessary 
expenditure, therefore, continues. 


Senator NerpHam.—Should we not set ~ 


our own house in order first? | , 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—We are given 
to understand that the Commonwealth 


Parliament has already actually passed — 
measures, so far as electoral matters are 


concerned, which were framed in order to 
give effect to economy. E 
Senator Nxrrpnam.—But 
economy generally. ~ 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—This is merely 
one item of economy in regard to which 
I am particularly anxious. I quite agree 
with ‘the honorable senator that the 
greatest disregarders of economy are the 
Federal Government themselves. 
extravagances of the States are as nothing 
compared with those of the eee 
wealth. 3 
We have two Police Denartnen in 
existence to-day— Commonwealth and 
State. Surely such an absurdity should 
be done away with. We have two Savings 
Bank institutions throughout the land. 
The Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) 
indicated that a saving of £60,000 per. 
annum could be secured in doing away” 
with duplication there. ‘That is just one 
of a number of subjects that require most 


careful consideration, with a view to bring- 


ing about far greater economy. Ap- 
parently, we are now about to witness 
duplication in regard to scientific and in- 
dustrial research. We are told that what 
is intended is co-operation; but it can- 
not be denied that it means the inaugura- 
tion of still another Department. I do 
not object ‘to co-ordination ; 
independent bodies to be going over the 
same ground, thus doubling costs to the 
general public, appears to be the height 
of folly. 

With regard to the scheme for the 
housing of our returned soldiers, I 
strongly object to the proposal to ignore 
the splendid machinery provided by the 
various State Savings Banks. I believe 


that in all the States the Crédit Foncier 


Kk j wen Ws 


Pte” ee 


ef retenso is 


nutes 


but for two° 


system is ' pilot 


the intention of the Repatriation Depart-. 


ally arrived at. I know that in Mel- 
bourne arrangements were made for the — 
extension of the State Savings Bank pre- 
mises in order to take the two top floors 
in an adjoining building. 
actually knocked through the wall, and 


and that is just how far the mat- 


doors ; | 
In conversation with a friend 


ter went. 


knowing what he is talking about, I was _ 


the Commonwealth - ace than ~ if 
“the administration were in the hands 
of the State Savings Banks. The- 
latter institutions have. branches in all 
- the principal towns and © districts 
throughout. the _ Commonwealth, by — 


oe. ‘medium of which payments could be col- 
The Com-.. year; and. although. the maximum - 


-- monwealth Bank, however, -is represented” would not be. reached for two or t we 


lected with little expenditure. 


only by. post- -offices, ‘except in a few of 
the very large centres. Imagine a lady 
postal official in some country district 
teing required to attend to a difficult 


4 hou sing scheme! ~? 


Ses himself argued at one stage that the — 
State Savings Banks were the proper ee, 
_ stitutions to be employed in this regard. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—That is so. 


are long-established organizations in the 
State Savings Banks which have carried 
on the business of Crédit Foncier loans on 
cottaces upon lines similar to those of the 
old building societies. . The new scheme 
could be administered he those organiza- 
tions with expedition, and on proved 


: hear long experience. The Common- 
oS Bank has no such” organization 


ike es a ‘stall a: clerks ; iz and although the 
State Savings Bees. ous, pe addi- 


atriation See eee ett it was 5 7 
~ would be in the hands 


‘ment to use the State Savings Banks’, staffs. 
machinery, and an agreement was actu-_— 


in the existing offices already dev 
A hole was 


workmen began on the job of making ~ 


who possesses excellent qualifications for 


- recently informed that it 1s obvious that 
é the cost of administering the War Ser- — 
‘vice Homes Act must be greater under 


and technical pace such as the soldiers’ 


Senator Colonel ROWELL. “2 Whe Minis 


Ete Victoria and New South Wales there 
- would in all probability be found i 


=“ TieWw tO" 


expert «supervision — in 


- Extra office accom 
be necessary, but in rega 
State institutions, that would be | 
because. the work would be large 


the same class of work. Here, h 
we are about to build uv a new m ck 
we are Sages 1 oy oe an = 


eats tikely to result fot ae | 
the administration to the Commonwealth 
Bank instead of the State Savings Ba 
would include extra cost of expert. 
and premises, £2,500 a year; extra cost 
collecting repayments, say, 150 men, .o 
an average commission’ of £30 aoe 


-year—E4, 500. “This ould Tae 
of £7,000 annually. - As Victoria repre- 
‘sents a third of the whole, this 
Australia would be equal to £21 


years, if would then continue for, 
ten years, until all building: awai 
ec and oe number of paymen 


men. 


rere reste one. OES may a 
that the employment of -postmaste1 
local agents on commission to 
-arrearsand to deal with diffienl 


-ticable, as the local interest and ‘on 


work. I think La this matter. 
be reconsidered by the Minist 
seeing whether they ¢ 
adopt the common-sense metho 
ing with the people who have hz 
work j in hand for many years, er 


‘Bank, j L 
to stay. Bub before very. im 
ee of the 


: as are the same Tae 
~~ would be thought of me if I cae two 
% “Managers on one station? 
the Minister think that: I was a lunatic? 
The same principle applies to all these 
matters, 
‘annum may be saved on the Electoral De- 
= Be esenta a further £200,000 on the 
~“Laxation - Departments, £10, 000 on the 
Commonwealth Police Force, and about 
£60,000 in connexion with the Savings 
= Banks. The last-mentioned sum mieht 
very easily be saved if the Savings Banks 


“figures ate based on the estimate given 


some time ago by Mr. Watt. Upon the 
Seience and Industries Institute we 
might very well save £20,000 a year, and 


also knock out the £500, 000- which it is 
~ proposed to spend upon a new university. 
3 Senator Russrrz.—The statement that 

hatta -million pounds would be annually 
spent upon seience and industry was 
never made. What Mr. Hughes said was 
that if Australia were to spend £500,000 

a year upon an Institute for Science and 
Entry, it might pay handsomely. - 


' Senator FATRBAIRN.—I am_ quite 
willing to encourage science and industry, 
“but I contend that we ought to achieve 
our purpose by grafting our operations 
on those of the States. The idea of ap- 


diseases of stock, various pests, &., sug- 
gests to me that we are starting at the 
wrong end. If we merely appointed a 
committee to look into this question it 
would be a common-sense act. es 
~~ Senator Russzzr.—Has not the honor- 
“rable senator read what is being done i in re- 
ference to the blow-fly? 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Yes. 
. Senator Suannon.—They have a cure 
2 for that pest now. 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I hope that a 
remedy has been found, because the blow- 
fly is one of the greatest pests with which 
we have to contend, 


“ thee. rat ae cures aoe hee 


long time in» demonstrating © 


Would not 


In my opinion, £50,000 per 


_ of the country were amalgamated, and my 


pointing separate ‘bodies to investigate 


ee have been told. - 


i aicccverdd 
they-are a 
sehen ei, 


locally for the pest. If so, 


cacy. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I have. tied 
hundreds of these so-called cures. fe 


economies which I have outlined repre- 


sent a total saving of £340,000 annually. 
Of course, we cannot save this amount i 
the holding of Premiers’ 


way of insuring that these economies shall 
be effected, and to that end I would sug- 
gest the appointment of a joint Federal 


and State Commission to investigate the | 


At the present time we have 
- ‘Ehis 


matter. 
pretty well reached a dead-end. 


saving of £340,000 annually eds oe 


Senator Srannon .—Blow-fly oil. a 


Conferences. 2 
_What we require to devise ig a practical — 


5 per cent. on nearly £6,500,000. Surely 


that is an amount which is worth saving- 
BS es 


Then we know that the “meat axe,” 


Mr. Watt has designated it, might be effec 


tively used in many other: directions. I 


have beer horrified to note the great In- 


erease which has taken place in the num- 
ber of officers employed by the Common- — 
wealth. According to the Acting Public — 


Service Commissioner’s report, 396 extra e 


officers were employed last year. 


Senator Colonel’ Rowxxt. —Those were 


temporary officers. 
Senator FATRBAIRN, —The rane 


states that “the per manent staff was in- 
I think that is — 


creased by 396 men,’ 
most unfair. There is a drought hanging — 
over Australia, and we are faced with an 


enormous expenditure upon pensions, in - 
addition to 


an annual payment of 
£15,000,000 for interest on loans, so that 
presently we shall be up against financial 
chaos. 

Senator Pr 
crease in the vabihe of officers ai 
merely a change from tem pera to Ber: 
manent officers ? 

' Senator FAIRBAIRN.—In order to 
satisfy the honorable senator on that point, 
I will read the following newspaper ©x~ 
tract -— 


How the Commonwealth Public Service graws: 
may be judged from a statement in the amnuat 


= 


report by Mr. W. B. Edwards, the Acting Public 


Service Commissioner, who states that in the 
financial year ended 30th June, 


1918, the — 
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“ Slatement. 


% = Sersconel of the permanent staff was increased 
_- by 396 officers, 1,749 new appointments having - 


been made, and the service of 1,353 officers ter- 
- minated. The expenditure on salaries was 


larger by £123,965 than for the previous fiscal 


year. 


Actually our Service continues to grow 
and grow year after year. During the 
war the people did not mind what the Go- 
vernment spent; but if such an increase 
had taken place prior to the war, half 
the populace would have been up in arms 
against such wasteful expenditure. This 
particular matter requires careful investi- 
gation, otherwise we may be compelled to 
do a grave injustice to our public servants 
later on. For the sake of the Public Ser- 
-vice itself, nothing of that kind should be 
tolerated. Then we might very well dis- 
pense with our police force. We did verye 
well without it prior to its creation. 

Senator SHannon.—How many mem- 
bers does it contain? 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I. do not 
know; I have not seen one man myself. 

Senator Prarren.—l have heard of 
one member of the Commonwealth Police 
Force who has been inquiring about me. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I am_ very 
glad to hear that the police are of some 
use to the community. We have instances 
of extravagance on every hand. On the 
St. Kilda-road, for example, there are tre- 
mendous buildings which have been erected 
in connexion with the Defence Depart- 
ment, and which will not be required after 
December next. 

Senator Russrerut.—To what buildings 
does the honorable senator refer? 

' Senator FATRBAIRN.—To the enor- 


“mous buildings at the back-of the Victoria - 


Barracks. 

Senator Russernr.—I am ashamed of 
the conditions under which some of the 
men work there. The accommodation in 
summer time is frightful. 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—But are we 
going to continue that enormous staff ? 

Senator Russrtt.—No charge of extra- 
vagance can be preferred against the Go- 


vernment in regard to those buildings.” 


The accommodation provided is terrible. 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—The _ build- 
_ ings with which I am most familiar are 
in every det) excellent. But it must be 


Fenieniberes that the dase fh our ~aptere 
aré now on their way back to Australia, 
and within a comparatively. brief period 
they will be restored to civil life. — 
Senator Russrryt.—There is only one 
justification for keeping the men employed 


‘in those buildings to-day, and that is the 


faet that demobilization is proceeding 
rapidly. 
been, built in such a way as to permit of 
them being taken to pieces. 


Senator FATRBAIRN. —That may be. 
so. But repatriation will also be a tem- 
porary affair. 


have passed. But, notwithstanding the 
immense buildings to which I have re- 
ferred, the Commonwealth is now erecting 
a new structure for repatriation purposes 
on the St. Kilda-road at a cost of £46,000. 
_ Senator Pratren.—lt is a great shame, 
seeing that we are to remove to Cone 
so soon. aie 

Senator FATRBAIRN. oT a not iek 
that we ‘shall remove to Canberra in our 
day. 

Senator PRatren.—lI do. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—When 
Constitution was adopted, we entered into 
a compact, and I suppose that we shall - 
have to honour it when the proper time 
comes. Seeing that both our defence and © 
repatriation schemes are of a temporary 
character, the buildings already in exist: 
ence at the back of the Victoria Barracks 
ought surely to have been sufficient for 
all requirements. In connexion with re- 


Most of those buildings have © 


I hope that all our men 
will find employment before many years _ 


at 


ORES es 


patriation, we have one building at Joli- — 


mont, another in King-street, and a third 
on the St. Kilda- road, the result being that — 


the poor returned soldier will never be S 


able to find the particular building he is” 
looking for. 


_* 


_ 


Ss 


Senator. Russrtt.—I understand that « a = ie 
large part of the building in King-street 


is occupied free of rent. 
Does the 
honorable senator want anything che 
than that? 

Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I was _ Be 
growling so much about its costliness as 
about the method of the Department in 
referring returned men from one e building 
to another. : | 


The owner has 
given it from patriotic motives. 


; 
Pca 


a? 


4 


‘senator’s complaint 


[80 Juxy, 


4 ee feet ae 
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Senator’, Prarren.—The honorable 
is that the buildings 


are too scattered? ° 


a 


EP reese Bihan Oe, 


is a most complicated problem. 
“we ask, “ Who are the profiteers?” no- 


-yarious ¢ commodities 
high, and that we ought to do our best to 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Yes. In my 


judgment, the structure now being erected 


on St. Kilda-road, at a cost of £46,000, 
might well have been dispensed with. We 
are, however, so accustomed to dealing 
with millions, and to floating large loans, 
that we appear to have lost all touch with 
ordinary economical methods. I hope the 
Government will give consideration to 
this matter, and see what can be done, 
because it is causing much irritation, and 
unless we economize, by saving every 
shilling possible, we shall not be able to 
do justice to our returned soldiers. We 


have not an enormous amount of reserve 


power in regard to direct taxation. That 

well has been baled out long ago. 
Senator Prarren.—The price of the 

war stock proves that. | 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—Yes, quite 

plainly. 

The only other matter I desire to refer 

to is the question of profiteering, which 

When 


body seems able to supply an answer; but 
undoubtedly prices are high. 

Senator NerpHamM.—yYou can tell that 
by the weekly bills. __ 
Senator FATRBAIRN.—Quite right; 


and the only consolation we have is that 
in Australia we are better off than any 


other part of the world. 
Senator Nerpuam.—That is not much 


—_ eonsolation. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I agree with 


the honorable senator that prices for 
are ‘abnormally 


see how profiteering may be checked. On 
this subject I do not quite exonerate my 
honorable friends opposite, as I think 
that, if we deal with this question in a 
practical way, some relief may be 
afforded to the people. I noticed the 
other day that the Victorian Government 
secured tenders for various commodities 
to be suppled to their institutions at 
what I regard as quite reasonable prices. 
A“ 4-lb. loaf of bread, for instance, is to 


be supplied at 5.16d. That appears to be 


 - reasonable. 


aieet 
ape 
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Senator NexpHam.—bBut the consumer — 
in the average household does not get 
bread at that rate. , bee. 
Senator FATRBATRN.—That is why 
I believe that if the Labour leaders were 
to exert their energies in the direction of 
establishing — co-operative stores they 
would confer an immense benefit on the 
people they represent. . 
Senator NrrpnHam.—Where we have 


established co-operative stores the pro- i 


fiteers are trying to kill them. . 
Senator FATRBAIRN. — If other 
traders attempt to destroy co-operative 
enterprises, they can do so only by under- 
selling; and that in itself would be an 
immense direct benefit to the consumers. — 
Senator NerpHam.—Would you like to 

see a co-operative Commonwealth estab- 
lished ? | . Meee Ge pe 
Sénator FAIRBAIRN.—We maysome 
day reach that state of affairs, He 
Senator NrepHam.—Would you help 
us ? 
Senator FAIRBAIRN.—I am helping 
in every way; but the trouble is, as Mr. ~ 
Lawson, the Premier of Victoria, found — 
out the other day, that the Trades Hall 


people decline to meet employers, in order & 
Why cannot we 


to discuss these affairs. 
have things comfortable as we go along, 


whether we are moving in the direction — 


of a co-operative Commonwealth or not? 
That is my way of looking at it. In the 
tenders for supplying the Victorian Go- 
vernment institutions, the following offers 
were accepted :—Butter, 1s. 7d. per lb.; 
cheese, 113d. per lb.; oatmeal, 31s. per 
ewt.; and meat (mutton, beef, and cer- 
tain kinds of lamb), which, I suppose, 
is the heaviest item in the average work- 
man’s home, 5.82d. per fb. a 

Senator NrrpHam.—We ought to get 
it for less than that. The cool chambers 
are full of it. et ee 

Senator FAFRBAIRN. — We will 
never get it for less than that in Aus- 
tralia. In the old days, when the whole 
country was under meat and wool, every- 
thing was cheaper, and the position was 
quite different. é 

I have quoted these prices to show that 
if the ordinary purchasers would com- 
bine, and if the Labour leaders, in and— 
out of Parliament, would support a move 


ior eee. stores, tH 
~ ought to be able to do as well i im ihe ma 
er of buying” as. the Vi ietorian ‘Goyer 


of co-operative establishments purchasing — 
_under the same conditions? T am with ~ 
you if you are. Buying is the most difi-— 


- Fees: ce Lae 
Senator FATRBAIRN Well, ie vie 


Oe ceria Government have obtained the | 
- prices I have quoted, and I understand 


~~ the. commodities are excellent in quality. 


I know that the milk supplied to a hos- 
pital with which I am connected 1s second — 
—*. none in quality. 
= Senator Lt.-Colonel 
he ee other goods? 

| Senator FAIRBAIRN. ae bes that 


a ae Government ordered an inquiry into 
the prices of a number of other commo- 


Bouvox.—What 


the War Precautions Act, authority de- 

volves upon the State Governments to 

take action. I would like to see some- 
& ee done to establish co-operative in- 
stitutions, which, I think, would be much — 
better than price fixing. I realize, of 
‘course, that the chief difficulty is in the 
distribution. 
cannot very well call and pay cash; but 
co-operative establishments would confer 
a direct benefit upon a large number of 
~ people who could call for their provi- 


tion of hides removed, and directly this 
was done the price of leather rose 94. 
a lb., while the price of boots used by 
working men increased by 2s. 6d. a pair. 
That. does not seem to bg fair, and I make 
his statement in the hope ‘that the 
tanners and bootmakers may be able to 
show why the increases were made when, 


higher prices were charged for two or 
"ee ee. 


| Senator RusseLy.—Are volt in. favour” 


~eult problem with co- ope institu- 


gone up in price, rabbit skins a 


: dities, and that, with the expiration of 


A great many consumers: 


cattle, so the price of: ‘hides i 


sions and pay cash over the counter. The — 
‘whole position bristles with difficulties. 
Only the other day I was instrumental | 
in getting the embargo on the exporta- 


asa matter of fact, they would not be. 
handling the hides in respect of which 


= any tonorable senator. looks i 


cult question. 


Senator be 
tanners say that they will } 
of business because the — 
Ts Mb all ibe hides. ~ i 


want to. tee him there, Beit fe works 
to do what I can to induce other w 
“eet out of the towns and on to the lan 

Senator Russetr.—While hides” 1 


bringing 1s. If you fixed the price of 
‘rabbit skins at 6d., where would the howl 
_gome from? ; 
Senator FATRBAIRN.—From ne 
ae. of course; and I hope they 
would make a big row, too, 5 


enable him to ee pee Eb 

hardly had enough in the ‘pase & 
tainly, he has not been on a 
the man living in the towns. . 
deal of the best country is ur 

plough: now, and in Victoria there ; 
one single man who owns 1,000 hea 


squatters’ question by any m 
concerns the small farmer, and. 
going to mee D men on the anes 


‘other: pee A found that I Was - 
£2 3s. per ton delivered for good 
ee coal, ek I de ‘not Be 


paid of oe Gaichiore: ‘and I have 
‘that many grocers have gone ou 
ness. There is a big margin bi 
prices. obtained by the primary 
_ and the prices paid by the cons 


_ for mutton down to bout sat 


fe aient ane to Senos a eit 
-. to make a thorough examination of the 
= “whole problem, which is causing more 
unrest than any other question to-day. 
Everybody is feeling the pinch. . My 
. sympathies go out-most to those people, 
such as bank elerks and others with 
families, drawing a salary of about £450 
a year. They can see no prospect of re- 
lief by direct, action, and they are the men 
- who feel the pinch most. The cost of 
_distribution at present is enormous. 
_ Senator pz Larore.—There are too 
many distributers and not enough pro- 
ducers, ieee 
Senator FATRBAIRN. EA iarkine 
man told me the other day that in a small 
street in which he lives, in Malvern, 
there are no fewer than nine 
 -milk-cart deliveries, 
_. distributes the Argus, the Age,- 
Herald. I ‘said to him, of course, 


and the 
that 


only one quality of the Age, and but one 
~ quality of the Herald, while there were 
different qualities in milk and meat sup- 

plies. I think that if our tradespeople 
looked into this matter it is possible that, 
“by some method of, co- operation, they 
- could bring down the cost of distributior 
to the consumers. -In the old days, when 
every industry was carried on by the cot- 
tage system, the working people were con- 


rived, because of the difficulty of provid- 
ing for an immense multitude of people 
under conditions of modern civilization, 
the factory hand was employed ‘under 
conditions that were not hygienic, and 
 feeliig himself to be merely a cog in 


i bented: We desire that the working 
_ people should again be made contented. 
_ T was-very much disappointed that the 
_ offer of Mr. Lawson, the Prenfier of Vic- 
-toria, for a round table conference, at 


not accepted. “An opportunity should. be 
given to see where we are drifting, and 
how the conditions of the life of the people 

: _ might be made more bearable. I am cer- 
tain that 99 per cent. of employers think 
and feel as I do on these matters, 
re prepared to do their very best to 


different. 
while only one boy - 


there was only one quality of the Argus, 


tented. When the day “of the factory ar-- 


machinery, he naturally became discon- 


which matters might be talked over, was: 


and . 


and make*their lives better worth living. 
I have taken up a good deal of the 


time of the Senate, but I express the hope __ 


that Ministers SES not treat what. re ‘have 


said in a perfunctory way, because I have | 
given the matters with which I have dealt 
I hope. at least that the Go- — 
bring. 


about the amalgamation of certain De-- 


some study. 
vernment will do something to 
partments of the Public Service, and that 
they will not create new Departments. 


Senator Russrru.—I have used up all. 
my paper in noting the honor sena- 
tor’s 


suggestions. 


Senator FATRBAIRN.—I- 


matters, and I trust that the Government 


S tine. the load eo “the working people, : 


am as 
that the Minister has taken voluminous 
notes of what I have had to say. He will 
do me the credit of having studied these 


will make a determined effort to secure 


economy of administration with efficiency, 


and will do something to oS an end to 
profiteering. | 


Senator MULCAHY. 
[4.43].—I feel that, 
motion, I shall be, 
florcing a dead horse. 


in speaking to the 


the policy of the Government, and their 
intentions in regard to most important 
legislation during the present session. 
That statement has naturally been over- 
shadowed by occurrences which have. since. 
taken place, and which have grown more 
serious every day. It is doubtful whe- 
ther the general public, in the circum- 
stances, remember many of the matters 


which it was promised would be put be- 
fore this Parliament for beneficial enact- — 


ment during the present session. I am 
doubtful ‘whether anything which one 
may say now on the Ministerial state- 
ment will have very much interest either 
for honorable senators or. for their con- 
stituents, if the latter should ever learn 


what is said here, for I may say confi- — 


dentially that not many people are ad- 
dicted to the reading of Hansard. I am 
afraid that those who do read it do so 
only for the purpose of discovering stumb- 
ling blocks with which to embarrass mem- 
bers of this Parliament at some pita. 
date. 


3 Taunany 


to some extent, — 
Five weeks ago 
to-day a very important and interesting 
statement was made in this chamber in 
order to publish to Australia generally 


& 
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After an absence of nine years fear 


“this distinguished Chamber, I might be 
forgiven some retrospection, and some 
anxiety to show that I have not failed 
to keep myself in touch with public oc- 
eurrences during that time, but I pro- 
mise honorable senators that I do not in- 
tend to inflict upon them an accumula- 
tion of experiences extending over nine 
years. I have to thank many honorable 
senators, some old friends, and you, Mr. 
President, amongst them, for the welcome 
extended to me upon returning to this 
chamber. I congratulate you, sir, upon. 
the position which you occupy so worthily 
to-day. Naturally, after such an absence 
one misses the faces of old friends. Some 
have gone the way of all flesh, and others 
_ have gone the way of most politicians. 

With these preliminary remarks, I 
wish now to say a word or two upon some 
important matters referred to in the Min- 
isterial statement. One which strikes me 
as of first importance is referred to in 
the earlier part of the statement, the re- 
ference to which was probably prepared 
by the Minister for Repatriation. I find 
the statement made— 

With no lessons to be drawn from’ experience 
either here or abroad, a Department of Re- 
patriation has been established. 

I wish to say with regard to the Minister 
who has assumed one of the most respon- 
sible and difficult positions to be found in 
Australia to-day that, though not desti- 
tute of ambition, 1 would not for ten 
times the salary exchange my position as 
a private senator for that held by the 
Minister for Repatriation. If there is 
one thing of greater importance than an- 
other at this time, it-is the administra- 
tion of the Department which he has 
undertaken. The Government are quite 
right in directing attention to the fact 
that he has taken charge of a Department 
*in which he has virtually -to create 
methods and ideals. 
out to him, and to other members of “the 
Government, who, without previous train- 
ing, have had to discharge the very 
serious and important duties inseparable 
_ from Commonwealth administration in 
~ connexion with the war during the last 
five years. We are all, I suppose, most 
prone to criticise, and find fault, but the 
work which the Minister for Repatriation 
must face in connexion with the serious 
Senator Mulcahy. 


My sympathy goes” 


aud Mien tdek “before Ta should be . 


speak for him every sympathy. Jf 
One may ask, ‘‘ What is the 
policy to adopt. with regard to our returned 
soldiers? The question is a most diffi- 
eult one to answer. Our soldiers have 
done their duty nobly, and have made a 
name in history for Australia which it 
will never lose. They have come back to 


us covered with glory; but many, unfor- 


tunately, will never be the men they were 


best 


before they went to the Front, and, un- ~ 


fortunately, many of those who went to 
the Front will never return. The first 
thing of whieh our 
should be seised—and the 


man is an 


enemy to Australia who would instill any 


other idea into their minds—is that the 
public of Australia, irrespective of poli-_ 
tical or religious erceds, have the most 


kindly feeling towards them, and the — 
most sincere intention to do what is right | 
It is very regrettable that, 


by them. 
from time to time, one should see evi- 
dence of a deliberate intention to instill © 
the cursed spirit of discontent, which is 
the ruin of Australia, into the minds of 
our returned soldiers. 
which the Minister for Repatriation will 
find it very difficult to combat. In the 
cir cumstances, 
learn that he is not in the best of health, 


because of the work which he has been! : 


called upon to do. 
The State Governments are, to the best 


of their ability, assisting in the work of-= 


repatriation, and I am proud to be able — 
to say, from actual experience, that the 


State of Tasmania, in proportion to its 


size, has accomplished ° more practieal — 
ood in the matter of the settlement of 
Eearees soldiers than. has 
State of the Commonwealth. I am also— 


-proud to say, for the glory of that small 


State, that, not merely proportionately, 
but actually, the largest number of Vic-_ 


toria Crosses won by our soldiers in the — 
war, were gained by soldiers from Tas- 


mania, Tasmanian soldiers have ten 
Victoria Crosses to their credit. hts 
Senator Pratrren.—That is only luck. 


-returned soldiers — 


I am not surprised ‘to 


any other 


Eire 


ee a 


That is a feeling = - 


Be rae 


senator MULCAHY .—It is comedies ors ae Ss 


more than luck. If the honorable sena-. - 


tor would put the letter “p” before the 
‘more: 


word = ‘‘luck”’ he would be 


- 7 


ee eins ais Mi : y m _ ‘ eel WH rok AEN | Eee Saag ee 


eet 


4 


ius a 2 giant 2c 


Mimsterial 


are 


nearly right. I have said that my sym- 


pathies go out to the Minister for Repa- 


~ serious action indeed. 


. triation; and, so far as any honorable 


senator can do so, it is his duty to make 
the work of the administration of that 
Department as easy as it can possibly be 
made. 

We are right in the middle of possibly 
the worst industrial crisis with -which 
Australia has yet been faced. ‘So far as 
one can see, there is no way out of the 
difficulty without recourse to some very 
I am one who 
complained a few weeks ago of the pas- 
sivity and inaction of the Government. 
We were told then that there was a pos- 
sibility of a peaceful termination of the 
struggle. We have been told so several 


times since. We have been told, also, that 


if it could not be ended peacefully, then 


ae it must be ended in some other way. The 


= 


Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) made 


a statement some two months ago, to the 
effect that he was not going to permit 


_ this flouting of the law of the country—a 


law enacted by a-democratic Parliament 


elected on the broadest franchise on earth, | 
and passed intentionally to benefit the 


working man. The Acting Prime Minis- 


ter said that he would not allow that law 


to be flouted, and the industries of Aus- 


~ tralia to be held up. I desire to learn from 
- some member of the Government what the 


Acting Prime Minister intended by his 
statement. I want to know what was be- 
hind it, and what was behind the state- 


ment made by Senator Millen a fortnight 


: ago, and at the same time by his col- 
league in another place. 


We were in- 


ne formed that if a peaceful settlement 


AS else would be done. What is going to be’ 


is going to be done? 


_I saw magnificent 


could not be brought about, something 
done? Is it not time that we knew what 
In my journeys 
through-T'asmania shortly before coming 
over here; 1 passed through the apple 
land of Tasmania, in the Huon district. 
Driving along the roads in that district 
apple trees, the 
branches of which were loaded. to> the 
ground with the finest fruit to be seen in 
any country in the world. “That fruit is 


absolutely rotting to-day. In the various 


- ports on the coast of Tasmania—Hobart, 


Launceston, Devonport, ‘Burnie, and 
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Stanley—thousands of tons of splendid 
food are rotting, in this twentieth cen 
tury. . Te 
Senator Prarren.—Why not eat it? 


Senator MULCAHY.—We have not 
enough people in Tasmania to eat it. I 
wish we had. It is rotting there at the 
present time, and apparently it is likely 
to remain there. I have not come into 
this Parliament to be a party man; but 
I must tell the truth, and will say that 
the Government have not shown strength 
in handling this question. When I talk 
on this subject I am reminded by 
some other senators that I must tread 
lightly, and should speak in a whis- 
per; but this industrial struggle has ~ 
now been going on for weeks and weeks, — 


and we are\ just where we were when the 


Actine Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) made 
a certain statement about eight weeks 
ago. Immeasurable loss and mischief 
have mounted up ever since; and when 
will the trouble end? The Arbitration 
Court has been flouted. JI remember the 
frequent use of the expression, some 


“years ago in this chamber, that Wages 


Boards were a failure because of “the lack — 
of sympathetic treatment.’’ No one can 
fairly charge Mr. Justice Higgins with 
being unsympathetic. towards the work- 
ing man. He has had) to bear blame 
from the employing classes on the ground 
that he has been more than fair to the 
working classes. -To-day we find two sec- 
ticns of the community—the extreme 
Conservatives, and the seamen themselves 
—united in telling us that arbitration 
has been a failure. If it is gomg to be 
a permanent failure, will any one suggest 


that there can ever be a cessation of in- 


dustrial strife? Will the granting of all — 


the seamen’s demands settle things? 
Unquestionably not!  Receritly, the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) deter- 


mined to settle a threatening position in 
regard to coal in New South Wales. He 
did so by giving the men everything that 
was asked for. What is the consequence? 
It was stated—whether truthfully or not 
—that Mr. Hughes had sent a Judge to 
Newcastle in order to give the miners 
everything they asked for. It is a fact 
that the Judge gave the miners every- 
thing that was wanted; and before the 


Senator | 
ty | : Senator MULOA 

oat QO ras what ‘the Tee ots and if the 
gave them was only Paap eae) Se ne ge ee 
__ Senator MULCAHY.—I am not say: _ despatched sine og admit “th 
ing whether it was fair or not; but the speaking somewhat vehemently, 
- matter should have been sebhled accord-_ Hecaise the : strike ae -stranglin 


Ing to. the laws of the land. If those are Tasmania. Pe me i: 
not right laws, the people shodid jute Gan cine hee Bical Strang ing a 
ie presentatives into Parliament who will  Aystralia as well. 2 é 
_ make right laws.  - Senator QO’ Kure Lae the p ys on 
Senator Prarren.—But- how can you as peer 


make a man work when he will not? — VES Fo oe oe SS Dee 


=i. ee Me ee te the Senator pE Larcre = onsensoh 
_logie 3 
ok try to settle anything ne ce ust. The PRESIDENT.—Order! 
let everything take | its cotmel aT ‘Senator MULCAHY.—I am not. ome 
listened to interesting statements eidde to be so unfair as to say that the sit 
in the Senate when the Arbitration Bill has been anything but most difficult. 
was being discussed. It was going to know that there are serious circu 
put an end to all strikes. Within seven to be faced, and serious things to be 
years, and in the course of one year, but, in my opinion, the sooner tho: 
_ there were 586 strikes in Australia; and ous things ar are faced and done, t 
ny the Arbitration Court was sitting all the for Australia. And they are not Ing 
see while. Are we to do nothing? When we faced at this time. I am abaet sorry 
Z enact” fair laws, let us have the cour- - for the ill-luck which has en 
age .to enforce them. If Walsh de-. Acting Prime Minister 


served to be gaoled at a certain juncture, whom I regarded as a man full fe ou 


7) he. deserved to. be cput imto. prisons ghd particularly fitted to meet a 
six weeks earlier. Why was he not. im- such as this. It i is most unfort i 


- prisoned then ? Tf the Rotomahana and 
the Wainui could be provided with he should be ill. 
- crews at a certain time, why could 
mot crews have . been placed - on board — 
» those ships at an earlier date: and why - 
2 _ Sannot other boats be provided with ee 
-erews to-day? 1 am satisfied that. crews much out of harness as you are try p 
in be found for «a good many other Tepresent.. Do not make bee. 
_ boats if the Government desire to find about that. a 
_ them, and have the courage to try to do — Senator MULCAHY. =e Ce r Wwe 
SO. But we/are told to speak with bated that he is laid aside by sickness at 
breath, and to walk silently, and not to present juncture. a 
do this or that, in case we bring the Senator Ruse ee ee 
‘miners out. What right have they to had been here things would h eo 
come out without a grievance? = ___—_—, different. I assure you that the 
_. Senator O’Kererr.—Is it nob~a- fact not. 5 tte 
that Admiral Clarkson said that the Senator MULC AHY.- ay 
reason why boats could not be sent’ to 
os was that coal could not be _dilities. 


ae Russert They ae 


Senator Russe. ye are talking 
absolute ignorance. Do not try to 8e 
‘ate one Minister from the others.— 
‘Acting Prime Minister has not be 


_ There is over 1,000, 000 tons at Nawonstie: hee in his absence. 
Sepa oe honorable senator cell me that © Senator MULCAHY. —Whe 
attention to ~~ state e | 


se i could haa a Phenere eourse TOF yeren. 
| 1 is not my duty to suggest what should 
be done. It is not for me,-but for our 
administrators, to handle the- situation. 

~- But, however. bold their actions may be, I 
promise that I will support them in the 
interests of the future of Australia; for 
- this accursed condition of things must not, 
be. allowed to continue. 

- Among the important matters with 
4 pie. we understand. we are to deal this 
z cE ~ session is a Tariff Bill— 


: Ee pestsacd, firstly, to insure the preservation 
of those manufacturing enterprises inaugurated 
during the war, which are already being sub- 
. jected to fierce competition; secondly, the en- 
- couragement of new widertakings which are 
Wie basic, and upon which our national safety de- 
pends; thirdly, the extension and diversifica- 
ae tion of existing industries; and, generally, the 
See ~ development of Australian production and 
“manufacture. — 


Among the members of the present Go- 
vernment there are those who have 
oe ~ already experienced the task of forcing a 
: / Tariff measure through Parliament. -It 
is a most important and exceedingly diffi- 
~ -eult duty; and, in any circumstance,- the 
ss passage-of another Tariff Bill is a matter 
_ which will require considerable time. I 
_-have always been a Protectionist, but 
what I call a “sane Protectionist. pe tats 
we are to deal with a Tariff measure this 
year, we will be wise to single out certain 
of the more important industries, and con- 
_ fine our attention to those. 
~ not be able to deal with the Tariff at all 
unless we get to the subject pretty 
quickly. The Government have not yet 
informed us exactly what is their inten- 


7 = tion; and there is no sign of a Bill being - 


_ resented as yet. 

Senator Russeryt.—Did the honorable 
senator ever see a Tariff measure before 
~ it was brought down to Parliament? The 
usual poe will be followed«in this 


bt CABS: 

i. Senator MULCAHY, —It does not look 
' as if the Government were in a very 
2 great hurry, seeing that we: have done 


nothing for the past five weeks. 


.Senator Krarine.—We will get ihe 
Tariff with the Budget; and it will 
Le. operate for three or four years, as did the 


“are to have a Bill 


‘Senate. 


But we shall — 


’ site side of the chamber. 


tg last Tariff, which was introduced with- 


ce ie eed | 
UNS 


out any opportunity wae given to aie 
cuss any item of it. 
Senator MULGAHY. eae again 


emphasizes the em Dory ae ee of the amb se 
itself—— 


Senator 
more chance of discussing the items of 


Keatine,— We shat | ie no- 


this Tareff than we had of discussing the 


Tariff. introduced 
years ago. . | ae 

Senator MULCAHY.—Is oe honor- 
able senator speaking for the Government, 
or for a new Government? 


“Senator Kxarine.—I am not speaking fe 


for the Government. 
protestingly. 
Senator Newianp. —Why not postpone 
the elections next year, in order that we 
may have more time to deal with the sub- 


But I am speaking 


ject ? ) 
Senator MULCAHY. a the ane a 
“ject of elections has been introduced, I 


shall deal with that, following upon refer- 
ence to the same matter in the Ministerial 
statement. 

in 
at elections for the 
I understand there is some un- 


method of voting 


some three or four 


There, it is-notified that we ee 
relation to the — 


certainty regarding the nature of the 


principle which we are to be asked to 
adopt. Probably it will originate here in 
order to-enable this Chamlber to first ex- 


press its views in regard to the method — 
which should obtain in respect to the 


election of its members. 
should not be made a party one. 


This question 
Ale 
though I am an anti-Labour man, I 


would sincerely like to see a larger num- 


ber of honorable senators upon the oppo- 
The 


Senate — 


would be strengthened if it did not con- 


tain quite the presens number of Minis- — : 


terial followers. 


Senator DE LARGIE. We have ae half S 


enough. 
Senator MULCAHY :—A strong Shee 


ment such as the present one, because of — 


the numiber of their supporters, must have 


a greater degree of responsibility cast i 


upon them than a weak Government. I 


have felt this ever since I re-entered the — : 


Senate. What ought to be done is this. 


We should first decide the principle of — 
election that we intend to adopt, and then 


ee 
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provide efficient machinery. to give effect 
to it. Under the present system of elect- 
ing members for the Senate—a system 
which is supposed to be a democratic one 
—a majority of the electors may return 
not merely a majority of the senators, but 
the whole of them, provided that the block 
vote on a particular side is sufficiently 
strong. That result is not always accom- 
plished, for at the Senate elections in 
1914, on the occasion of a double dissolu- 
tion, the smaller proportion of electors 


» 


secured the return of the greater number ~ 


of senators. 


Senator McDovcatuL.—That is not cor- 
rect. 


Senator MULCAHY .—I am speaking 
of the elections in Tasmania in 1914. 


Senator McDoveatt.—I thought the 
honorable senator was speaking of Aus- 
tralia. 


Senator MULCAHY.—I was _ taking 
the Senate elections in Tasmania in 1914 
as a concrete example. On that occasion 
236,000 votes upon the one side cap- 
tured only two seats in this Chamber, 
whereas 234,000 votes on the other side 
secured four seats. That is an actual fact, 
and it shows that the existing law does 
not always make provision for the majority 
- vote being effective under our so-called 
democratic system. Personally, I do not 
_ regard the existing system as a demo- 
cratic one. A democratic election system, 
to my mind, is one that will insure a Par- 
hiament which will reflect fairly all im- 
_ portant sections of political pes in 
the State. 

Tn the other branch of the Legislature 
a man cannot represent a constituency 


under any circumstances: unless he has — 
more than half the voters in that consti-. 


‘tuency behind him. That is a vast im- 
provement upon the system which ob- 
_ tained previously, when men were rejected 
owing to the operation of the split vote, 
but I take it that the Parliament of the 
country should be a reflex of the electors 

_ outside, and should not merely represent 
“a majority of them, a majority which may 
at times be a very small one. 


_ Senator Barnes.—The honorable sena- 
tor’s party does not take up that stand. 


Senator 


party. Its methods compel party mea- 
sures to be adopted «by the other side, 
because that is the only way in which we 
ean fight it. 

Senator ©’Kerrrze.—The 
senator is only joking. +» ~ 

Senator MULCAHY.—I was never 
more serious in my life, and I make the 
statement as one who has been as long in 
politics as has Senator O’Keefe. All the 
evils which may be attributed to the 


honomtile 


Liberal party have been weapons forced 


upon them because of the methods 
adopted by the other side. 
Senator O’Krrre.—They have taken up 


the weapons of the Labour party, ae 


therefore, they are a party. 

Senator MULCAHY.—There shoal 
be no party in this Chamber. Every 
man should be here to join with the 
other in doimg his best for Australia. 


Senator Barnes.—The honorable sena- 


tor should tell that to the members of 


his own party at the next Caucus meet- 


ing. 


Senator MULCAHY.—1I have always 
doneso. I believe in theproportionalsystem 
of voting, because, in my opinion, it pre 
vides for a democratic representation in 
I do not call a system 
which permits of the representation of — 
only one class of people a democratic one. 


Parliament. 


But whatever principle we may adopt, for 
goodness’ sake let us provide the 
machinery to give effect to it. This can 
be done, 
It can be done as simply as possible by 


means of the preferential method of vot- 


ing. 


Senator McDoucaLLt.—Why, the noe 
election would be upon us before the — 


MULCAHY.—tThere is no 
party in Australia except the Labour 


There is nothing to stop it. — 


Bs oe Aa 


votes cast at the previous election were EM a 


counted. 


Senator MULCAHY.—The ‘honorable ~~ 


senator has been misinformed. 
Senator McDougaLut.—The 


counting 


was not finished in a fortnight in Tee 


mania. 
fact, the electors knew fairly 


hours of the election. 
Senator McDovucaLu.—The 


night. 


Senator MULCAHY.—As a matter ohn 
well the 
restilts of the polling within forty-eight ene 


complete 2s 
figures were not available within a fort- s 
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a ndtor MULCAHY. —The ‘anal deter- 
mination of the election may have taken 
that time, but the candidates who were 
successful knew their position early 
enough. I wish to point cut to Senator 
McDougall the results that were recently 
achieved under that method of election in 
Tasmania. Had we adopted the so-called 
democratic method under which a simple 
majority may return the whole of the 
members, there would not have been a 


_ single Labour man returned to the Tas- 


manian Parliament’ at« «the last elections. 


Senator McDoveatt.—Oh, yes, there 


would. 


Senator MULCATY, —If so, it would 
be by accident. -In every. one of the 
_five-eroup constituencies, there was a 
substantial majority against Labour at 
the last election in Tasmania. Although 
Jl am an anti-Labour man, I recog- 
nise that that would have been a very 


Be unfair result. 


¥ 


Senator O’Krzre.—Senator McDougall 


dees not understand the system. 


Senator MULCAHY.—For the ‘infor- 
mation of the honorable senator, I may 
say that Tasmania is divided into five 
constituencies, whose boundaries are co- 
terminous with those of the’electoral divi- 


sions which return members to this Par- 


Sie 
pe 


hament. Each of these divisions returns 
six members to the State Parliament 
under what is known as the Hare system 
of voting. 

Senator O’Krrrt.—Under the block 


_ system the Labour party would not have 


obtained a single seat at the last Tas- 


-manian elections. 


Senator McDoucaty.—Would not 
Lyons and Becker have obtained seats? 


_ Why, they topped the poll. 


Senator O’Krrrz.—But under the pro- 


_ portional system of voting. 


which to deal. 
~ voting does bring about a definite relation 
of representation to the strength of dif- 


Senator MULCAHY .—TI recognise that 
this is a somewhat difficult system with 
But the Hare system of 


ferent parties. As a matter of fact, on the 
occasion to which I refer, it worked rather 
Sa to the weaker body, because the 
Labour party, which won thirteen seats, 
was really entitled to only twelve seats. 
oF: poet. ibe very pleased at a later stage 


to epee more fully to houtaile sena- 
tors the working of the Hare eysten: in 
Tasmania. 


Senator McDoucatt.—We have all 


‘received a book in regard to that matter. 


Senator MULCAHY.—I do not know 
whether the honorable senator has read 
the book. 

Senator McDovucatu.—lI have read it 
from cover to cover, and the more I have 


read of it the less I like the Hare system. 


Senator MULCAHY.—During _ the 
course of this debate, some honorable 
senators referred to the high cost of living 
‘and to profiteering. They said, quite pro- — 
perly, that the question of what consti- 
tutes profiteering is a very difficult and 
complex one. I have spent most of my. 
life in the softgoods business— 

Senator Barnes.—Profiteering ? 


Senator MULCAHY.—Yes,- if pro- 
fiteering is regarded as making. money 
out of my business. Whenever I could — 
make a profit, I have felt justified in 
doing so. But, under present. circum- 
stances, it is very difficult to say to what 
extent excessive profits are being made by 


the various wholesalers and retailers of — 


Australia. One thing which has struck | 
me in passing through the streets.of Mel- 
bourne is the high prices charged by the 
tailoring trade as compared with the 
prices being charged in Hobart to-day. 
Hither the prices charged in the shops in 
Bourke and Collins streets are too high, 
or there is some reason for them which I 
do not understand. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN.—What ‘about 
rentals ? : 
Senator MULCAHY.—Rentals never 


yet prevented successful competition. I 
have seen a sac suit quoted at £10 10s. at 
a shop in Bourke-street which was cer- 
tainly not a first-class establishment. 
That fact suggests to me that there is a 
tendency to exact higher prices than are 
justifiable. But when one goes from shop 
to shop, and finds that certain classes of 
goods—fofexample, cotton goods—are in- 
variably high in price, and learns that in 
some cases calicoes are costing three or 
four times as much as they did fifteen or 
twenty years ago, he begins to seek for 
some other reason for high prices than 
that of excessive profits. 
many cases, the cost of the material has 


In a great 


gone up, ned ae a Pee a ‘trade sense lines, and in | ! 
man must sell at a profit. If he cannot everybody. else. 
buy at ‘a price low enough to enable him enormous financial 
to do this, he must get home on the con- Commonwealth. 
sumer in some other way. >. with Senator Favbect s remarks 
I have lived a few years, and I know cerning the proportion of taxation p 
“how this question of the cost.of living is by men with larger incomes, because 
affecting the community. I was one of position of ‘Australia demands that 
a rather large family, and remember, men who can pay shall pay, whoev 
away back in 1865 or . 1866, being be the Treasurer, and whatever s 
‘one of ten or twelve that sat round commands the aeons oe 
my father’s table. My father was country. e Soper: 
‘a mechanic. He was paid, I be Senator ‘Farrparen, a agree with 
“lieve, about 14s, a day, which is about ‘*ere- 
the present rate of pay for that class of Senator MULCAHY. —We shal z 
workman: and he had to feed, on an 10 look for the ae where it may 
- average, ten children, as well as himself found. | 
and my mother. At that time, bread Senator FArrbarrw. ao agree; a 
was 6d. per 2-Ib. loaf, flour was up to S4Y that there is nob much left. 1 
- £20 a ton, and meat was nearly as dear higher incomes. _ Sat 
as it is at the present time.. Many a . Senator MULCAHY. —We | 
time I went to the butcher’s for beef or yet reached the stage of British ta 
_ sump steak, and had to pay 11d, and Is. tion. In the Old Country, a man 
foto Tor. it. Ready-made clothing, also, @2 income of £40,000 a year has te 
was about as high as at present, and the £22,000 in income tax alone, quite 
quality was not so good. Notwithstand- -from any local rating, which I ia 
ing the size of our family, I do not re high as 12s. 6d. in the oe 
member ever going to bed hungry; and annual value, in some districts. <3 
although I was pretty hard on clothes, I. — Senator O’Krsre.—Still, a man w 
“ was generally dressed well enough to go “40,000 8 your |i Tot obliged: to give u 
‘to school and earn some commendation a motor cars and champagne, ~ 
for respectable appearance. Things are. Senator MULCAHY.—I_ know — t ats 
totally different to-day; and incidental- ‘to but that amount of taxation is a fai 
the present strike, I may mention that in ‘blister’? on a man’s annual inco : 
mv earlier life I was brought into contact forget how many people there ar 
with sailors, and know that the wages of Great Britain with incomes uw 
an able seaman was about £4 a month, £100 ,000 a year; but I know tha 
while an ordinary seaman got from £3 are. all called upon to pay 663 Pe 
to £3 10s. per month. Wages paid to taxation on that income. 
the crew on the Tasmanian Steam Naviga- Senator O’ Krere. —There is 
_ tion Company boats in 1860 ranged from left. Seice os 
| £5 to £6 per month. Sailors then had — Senator MULCAHY. a: noua 
es live on salt junk and hard biscuits. have what is left myself; but my 
They are not doing it to-day. I am not is that it cannot be said that th 
‘Saying that the seamen have not legiti- vernment are not. ere wealth ir 
mate grievances. Their conditions are Britain; = owas A 
hard; but yesterday I saw four miserable Senator Rerp. a anybody. say th 
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cabbies ” sitting out in the cold, biting wealth is not being taxed in Aus 
rain on the cab rank alongside ’Parlia- Senator MULCAHY: onoeiaet are 
ment House, and I felt then that their to do that. Though ib may ~ eon 
2 conditions_ are just as hard as those of popular to say it, I think oes 
the seamen. By all means, let us try to approaching the time when we 

improve the conditions of our working be able to exempt any persc 
people ; but. let everything for the benefit — tralia from-some kind of ta: 
of. those who earn their bread by the oa demand our rights as 
nee at thar brow be done on common-— must assume our x resporisth 


oon. if they Sree “hie wealth of 
the landholder and the capitalist, they 
also: preserved the rights and liberties of 
all citizens. This has been done at a cost 
of over £300,000,000, and every one in 
Australia must now be called upon to 
a ~ bear his fair share of the burden. If 
this is done, no one will have the right 
“to complain ei: the man at the top is pay- 
ing even more than his fair share, which 
a he: will do, under a_ proper system of 
graduated ‘taxation. 
Senator FOLL (Queensland) [5.32].— 
‘Taking advantage of the debate on the 
Ministerial statement, I wish to discuss 
a number of matters referred to in that 
: FS dociment, and express my. regret that 
, some items to which I shall refer have 
not been included. Spe aking generally, 
I indorse the opinions of speakers who 
have preceded me to the extent that I 
consider the statement in the main satis- 
~ factory, and that the Government have 
= reason +o be proud of their achievements 
_ durme the past few years. - When 
criticism is being hurled at the Govern- 
ment from all-quarters! I suggest that 
the critics should bear in mind the 
strenuous times through which we have 
passed. 
Senator Farrparrn. We 
the war, anyway. : 
ee Senator OT ds - Ves: we- haus won the 
war, and the part played by Australia is 


have won 


being: appreciated every day by other 
: parts of the Empire, as well as our 

=~ Allies. 
- Senater 0’ Keere.—You mean that 


 Australia> did her share in _ winning the 
war. 

. Senator FOLL. ae IT am n not speaking 
in a narrow sense. I mean that we have — 
“reason to rejoice that we have emerged 

-victoriocusly from the war, and ‘to be 
proud of the part Australia took in the 
ee cpomiiet =! 

I commend the Government for the re- 

_ peal of a large number of regulations 
made under the War Precautions Act. 

‘ i rejoice in the fact that peace has been 

proclaimed, and that in the future this 
Parliament will be in a better position to. 
roice.the opinions of the people than dur- 
ing the past four years. Honorable sena- 


i copi tars a he 
during war time, when vcesibEe the on 
expression of their views might have led 
to international complications. During 
the war honorable senators. were almost 
obliged to indorse practically everything — 
that the Government did, but for the 
future, speaking for myself, I shall feel 
free to criticise the Government, when 
necessary, in connexion with measures, 
which I do not agree with. 

The first and most. important question 
dealt with in the Ministerial statement 
is that of repatriation. The Government 
may be congratulated upon what has been 
achieved. -to date; but-we must not lose 
sight of the fact that there are pin-pricks 
in the administration of the Department, 
and that a large number of men are not 
quite satisfied. Many complaints have 
come under my notice, and- although in 
some cases misunderstanding has arisen 
through men expecting what they are not 
entitled to, in a great manv cases they 
have genuine grievances.. The Depart- 
ment would be well advised to appoint a 
complaints officer in each State. as was 
done by the Defence Department some 
time ago. such officer to be free from 
official direction, with authority to in- 
quire into ail grievances and suggest the 
remedy. It is provided in ‘the “recula- 
tions that if a man was not in business 
prior to enlistment, he cannot now obtain. 
monetary saeintaing from the ~ Depart-— 
ment to enable him to enter into business — 
on his own account. I brought this mat- 
ter under Senator Millen’s notice some 
time ago, and the Minister pointed out — 
then that it was not possible to make 
“every man a shopkeeper on his own ac- 
count; but during the war a large number 
of men have had practical experience in 
the control of businesses overseas, manag- 


__ Mos 


-ing farms and similar concerns, and they 


are now in a position to carry on a busi- 
ness on their own account. A number 
of cases have been brought under my 
notice by Local Committees. They are 
what may be regarded as first-class pro-_ 
positions, and there is no doubt that if 
money were forthcoming, the men for 
whom they are intended would be suc- 
_cessful. At present, however, it is not 
possible for the men to obtain monetary 
assistance. There are other returned 
soldiers who ‘are willing to put up 
portion ae the none themselves. 


art 


a 
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-~Many a man who~ has been careful 


during a period of service, and has 
saved £200 or £3800, and also a 
fair amount of his deferred pay, is 
prepared to put up..a certam amount 
if the Government will help*to the extent 
of £1 for £1. If the scope of the Act 
were enlarged to provide for these cases, 
men would be assisted to become prosper- 
ous citizens, and the fact that the De- 


partment was interested in the venture - 


would in itself be a safeguard against 
unwise speculation by the soldier, because 
the staff of departmental experts would 
be able to make all the necessary -in- 
quiries, to be _ satisfied that the 
proposition was a genuine one, and 
safe from a repatriation point of view. 
I commend these suggestions to the Min- 
ister in the hope that he will be able to 
assist men who can submit good proposi- 


tions, and who are desirous of starting in 


business for themselves, but who cannot 
get the assistance they require at present, 
because of the wording of the Act. 


I desire for a few minutes to deal with 


the housing scheme for returned soldiers. 
In ‘this connexion I intend to quote some 
important statements from reports of the 
Inter-State Commission. The informa- 
tion contained in these reports is so valu- 
able that I should like a copy of them, if 


that were possible, to be placed in every 


home in Australia. So far as Queens- 
land is concerned, the housing scheme has 
not yet made a. great deal of headway. 
I understand that this is mainly due to 


~ some hitch: that occurred between the 


Commonwealth Government and the State 
Savings Bank. The fact remains that 
although the War Service Homes Bill was 
passed by this Parliament at the end of 
last year, we are now well advanced in 
the ‘present year, and it was only the 


other day that we received inv.tations 


from the Governor of the Commonwealth 
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Brisbane, a large firm of master builders, 
on the subject of the purchase of material 
within Australia for the erection of 
soldiers’ homes. Although the letter 1 


received from this firm is fairly long, IT 


propose to quote it for the information 
of honorable senators. It is.as follows :— 


We understand it is the intention of the ” 


Federal Housing Commissioner to go past Aus- 


‘tralian merchants for materials required for 


the erection of the homes for returned soldiers, 
under the new scheme. In Queensland alone 
it is announced that from 2,000 to 2,500 houses 
per year will be required, and if the merchants 
of Queensland are deprived of the business that 
will come from the erection of these homes, it 
will be a very serious _thing for them and their 
employees. It seems nothing less than cruel 
that while we are deprived of portion. of our 
hard-earned profits to provide taxes and contri- 
butions to war loans and patriotic funds, when 
the Government has an opportunity to lighten 
the burden’ caused by the depression that has 
existed, since the outbreak of war, in the hard- 
ware trade, by distributing their business to 
merchants, it should take the opposite course 
and contribute to the continuance of the de- 
pression by placing the orders in other coun- 
tries. - 

‘We know that a good deal is made of the 
argument that the material will be brought out 
in Commonwealth’ Government ships free of 
freight, and will be admitted into the Com- 
monwealth free of duty; but we are at a loss to 
understand where the saving is going to come 
in, because the steamship line will then lose 


the freight and the Customs Department the — 


duty. If it is:desired that the soldiers should 


be provided with their materials at practically © 


oversea cost, then an arrangement could be 


made for a drawback of duty by the Customs, 
and a remission of freight by the steamship © 
line. It is a matter quite easy of solution if 
it is desirable that these items should not be 
included in the cost of the-soldiers’ homes, but 
while wishing to give the soldier every ad- 


Se 5 
vantage, we are at a loss to understand why — 


this is necessary. 


and a number of the Southern States, whose 


‘We know that the merchants of this State Feit. 


views have been conveyed to us, regard this 


intention as an injustice, and we shall be glad ~ 


if you will, in the interests of the prosperity of 


Queensland at least, do all in your power tOc8 sites 


Bank to attend the laying of the foun- 
dation stone of the first house to be 
erected under the Government scheme. In 
view of the shortage of house accommo- 
dation, and the impatience of many. re- 
turned soldiers to secure homes, I urge 
the Government to push on with this 
work as fast as poss:ble. 


I was approached a little time ago by 
.- Messrs. James Campbell and Sons, of 
Senator Foll, 


induce the Acting Prime Minister and the. 
Minister for Repatriation to instruct that all —= ~ 
materials required for these homes shall be | 
procured through merchants operating in the 
States where the buildings are to be erected. ~ 
We are quite sure that the merchants would 

be willing to supply any material required for 
these soldiers’ “homes at specially low rates. 
The items that will be particularly uffected by —_ 
any decision to buy overseas would be galvan- __ 
ized roofing iron, builders’ ironmongery, gas 
and electric light fittings, and paints. = = < 


- 


profits out of the erection of 
homes, the Government will be in no way 
bound, 
2 2a posal, 
of employees, 


- soldiers. 
could easily see that that policy was car- 


M inisterial 


We shall be glad to hear from you : at an early 


“date on this matter, and hope that we may 


have your influence and that of any of your 
friends whom you can interest in this matter. 
Yours faithfully, 
for James Campbell & Sons Ltd., 
J.D. Beit, Director. 


When I was in Brisbane recently a num- 
ber of members of the Master Builders 
Association interviewed me in regard to 
the large amount of work to be done in 
Queensland in connexion with the build- 
ing of soldiers’ homes. I pointed out to 
these gentlemen that while I did not de- 
sire that any firms should make undue 
profits out of the erection of soldiers’ 
homes, I felt that in view of their ex- 
per.ence in the business, and the ma- 


-chinery.and facilities they possessed, the 
Government would do well, at any rate, 


to have some consultation with them, 
and to see- whether they were not in a 


position to submit a propos.tion - which 


could be accepted. If they make a pro- 


_ posal which is not sound, and there is 


evidence that they desire to make huge 
soldiers’ 


and can turn down their pro- 
These firms have a large number 
the building of houses is 
their special business, and the Govern- 


-. ment would do well to consult them and 
see whether they may not be of material 
assistance in this matter. 
_ know, none of these firms has yet been 

consulted. I understand that it is the in- 


So far as I 


tention of the Government to let con- 
tracts to contractors who are returned 
soldiers, and, if that is not possible, to 
build the homes themselves on the day- 
labour. system. If the Government policy 


of preference to returned soldiers is the 
- obstacle in the way of securing the assist- 


ance of established building firms, that 
might be overcome by making it a con- 
dition of any contract with them that 
they shall give preference to returned 
The Government inspectors 


tied out. These established firms might 


_ _erect solders’ homes more cheaply than 


the Government could erect them under 
the day-labour system. When I cite 


our experience in connexion with the . 
aks transcontinental railway, and some of the 
chase - work done at Canberra, it will be ad- 


[30 Tuy, 1919.) 


_day-labour system has 


_ soldiers’ homes from overseas, 
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mitted that Government work under the 
not’ been very 
satisfactory. I hope that we shall have 
no similar experience in connexion with 
the erection of soldiers’ homes.— 

The principal matter to which. Camp- 
bell and Sons direct\attention is that the 
Government are going overseas for the 
timber required for the erection of 
soldiers’ homes. We hear everywhere 
that we should support our own indus- 
tries, and it is somewhat inconsistent that 
the Government should propose to go 
overseas for the timh er required for 
soldiers’ homes. 

Senator Prarren.—l \khink that state- 
ment is inaccurate. I understand that it 
is the policy of the Government to use. 
Australian material as far as possible. 

Senator FOLL.—L sincerely hope that 
Senator Pratten’s statement is correct, 
and that the Government wil! not 20 over- 
seas for these materials. I,remind the 


honorable senator, however) that the 
tightest Ring in Australia at the present 
time is the Timber Ring, and if the Go- 


vernment desire to obtain Australian tim- 
bers at a reasonable cost they must first 
break down that Ring. If the Mieropose 
to do so by importing material for 
I should 
like to say that, in my opinion, that is the 
wrong way to go about the business. 
Surely there are other means hice ) 
Government might adopt. 

Senator Prarren,—They might erect 
their own, saw-mills. me 

Senator FOLL—That might not be an \ 
altogether undesirable thing to do, I am 
not so much concerned with the method 
they adopt as with seeing that Australian 
timbers shall, as far as possible, be used 
in the construction of soldiers’ homes. I 
propose to make a quotation from the 
report of the Inter-State Commission, 
which will show that it is a very mild 
statement to say merely that there is a 
Timber Ring in Australia... One of their 
reports goes to prove that the supply of 
timber for Australia at the present time 
is practically in the hands of. a few per- 
sons. ‘hey can put their heads together 
and increase the price of timber at any 
time they think fit, and without justifica- 
tion. That is one of the things which the 


agreement of a stringent character. 


p 
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Housing Commissioner will find himself 
up against; but I hope that the Govern- 
ment will not go overseas for timber as a 
means of reducing the price of timber in 
Australia for building purposes. 

Senator pr Larer.—There is no more 
justification for going overseas for timber 
than. there is for going overseas for hats, 
boots, and the products of other protected 
industries. 


Senator FOLL—I hope to deal with _ 


that matter also before I sit down. I be- 
lheve that that practice might be pre- 
vented by legislation; but the Govern- 
ment, unfortunately, have not the power 
under our Constitution to deal effectively 
with it at present. They should secure 
the. constitutional power to regulate 
profits, and that would be found to ‘be an 
effective means to reduce prices. 

I wish to quote from the Inter- State 
Commission’s report to show the position 
so far as the supply of bricks is concerned. 
The Government are up against a serious 
proposition 1f they intend to purchase 
bricks for soldiers’ homes from the pre- 
sent proprietary brickyards.. My quota- 
tion’ refers. principally to New South 
Wales, and should be of interest to Sena- 
tor Pratten. I find that the Inter- State 
Commissioners say— . 


The brickmakers of Sydney (except the State 
~ brickworks) are associated in a “ holding com- 
pany,” the Metropolitan Brick Company, by an 
The whole 
: of the output “is virtually pooled by a system 
J of agreed proportions of the total being manu- 
’ factured by each brick master. <Any excess or 
deficiency is adjusted from time to time in 
the distribution of the proeeeds of all sales. 
A committee named in the agreement fixes 
prices and governs the Combine. No minutes 
are kept of ‘meetings, an unprecedented feature 
which the president explained by saying that 


the whole thing works so harmoniously that. 


no record of any kind is. necessary. 


Senator Nerwrianp. — An _ honorable 
understanding. 

Senator FOLL—Just so. That owall 
show what the Housing Commissioner 
will have to face. We are told that “ The 
president said that no member had ever 
broken the rules.” I suppose that he 
meant by that that the members knew 
what the consequence would be if they did 
break the rules—that their supplies would 
be cut off; that they would be boycotted 
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in some way, “ane Be fone carry- 
ing on their business BU COGS ae The 
quotation continues— : 

The Combine rigorously enforces ‘the condi- 


tion that a builder ‘must take all his supplies 
or none from. members. A witness gave evi- 


dence that while building a large business place 
inthe city he needed black face-bricks. 


He 
found that another builder operating near-by 
was obtaining them from a_firm in the Com- 
bine. 

bricks, and was then referred to the Metro- 
politan Brick Company 


pany” for the Combine). The latter company 


On. ringing up to place an order he 
was asked where he was getting his other 


(the “holding com-- 


asked the same question, and the answer was ~ 


“the State Brickworks.” It .was- then dis- 


covered that the Combine had no black face-~ 
bricks for sale, and, though the person giving — 


this answer claimed to have been misunder- 
stood, the occurrence is an illustration of the 
eondition frankly admitted. 

The price of common bricks rose from 45s. 
per 1,000 in 1914 to 50s. in February, 1917, at 
which figure it remained stationary up to ‘the 
time when evidence was given, though the present 
president of the association, popularly. known 
as the Brick Combine, forecasted a further rise 
at the beginning of this year (1919). This 
rise has since been announced in the press, and | 
amounts to 2s. 6d. per thousand. The number — 
of bricks ordinarily used in a brick cottage of — 
four rooms and kitchen, &c., 
about 35,000, and, therefore, the added burden 
on this acconnt since 1914 would be £13 2s..6d. 


-is said to kee 


I will deal now with another important 
building commodity, namely, Marse.lles 


tiles. The information obta.ned by the 
Commission clearly demonstrates that the 


tile manufacturers have made a big har- 


vest since the outbreak of the war, when 
the importation of overseas tiles practi- 
cally ceased. The document continues— 


The principal manufacturers of roofing tiles 
in Victoria are combined in an association, 
which has a very close control of at least 60 
per cent. of the trade. The association fixes 
prices for the supply of tiles, and its method - 
of working is to give prices for roofing, which 
include the fixing “of the tiles by the suppliers. 
While not absolutely refusing to sell tiles to 


builders to be fixed on roofs by the purchaser, > ~~ 
the association makes the price so high (£20 ~ 
per thousand) as to be admittedly prohibitive, — 


Two reasons are given in justification of the © 


association’s action in keeping not only the 
supply but the work of fixing of roofing tiles 
in their own hands, 


fixing in order that they may be sure that 
the work is satisfactorily carried out. (One 
witness stated that it is usual to give a two 
years’ guarantee that the roof will be weather- 
proof.) The second reason is a frank aaa 


the one which is most — 
emphasized being that they prefer to do the- 


im? 


hae ‘the fixing insures a venient Saduat of 
added profit. Some, at least, of the competing 
--companies outside the “association sell their 
tiles outright, and do not quote any prices for 
: Peaking. A witness representing one such com- 
_ pany said that his charge is £18 per thousand 
at the yard. In S$ dney the manufacturers 
sell the whole of their tiles outright, but take 
no part in the fixing. . 


In order .to provide a safeguard against 
ie yiachen of the rules fixing the prices of tiles, 
_ the association requires members who measure 
up roofs for the purpose of tendering to fur- 


Pe 


surements. More than one member may mea- 
=< sure up a job, and in that way the association 
os obtains a check by comparison. 


I take it that the reason for that proce- 


~~ could not possibly obtain more tiles than 
| were to be actually used upon the job 
> im hand. There would be no chance of 

- his getting enough to undertake another 
Z _job— 


It would appear from he minutes that this 
: “precaution against breaches of the rules is 
- carefully observed, as there are frequent entries 
_ showing that reports of measurements are sub- 
mitted “to. the meeting, a proportion only of 
which are- passed. In one instance, for ex- 
- ample, forty-four reports of measur ements were 
- dealt with, and thirty-four passed; the balance, 
Re \ decording to. the secretary’s evidence, 
have been held over for investigation. Each 
member deposits £100, and the association has 
power to impose penalties in cases of breaches 
of the rules. - 
One important company, wien is a mem- 
‘ber of the association, is. located at Bal- 
larat, but competes in the metropolitan 
area, and explains its capacity for . that 
competition by two facts, namely, that 
Fae has an advantage in the clay, inasmuch 
as it is using slimes that have already 
s Pies treated by mining operations, and the 
_ material is therefore in a partly prepared 
state; and also as its manufactures are de- 


_ it is better situated in supplying many of the 
suburbs than are some of the suburban manu- 
_ faeturers. 
> A resolution ‘of the association, passed in 
is July, 1916, provides that the minimum rates 
am 5 Ballarat within a 5-mile radius of the 
Post Office shall be the same as Melbourne for 
~ private work only; all Government-work to be 
at country rate. So far as the private work is 
- concerned, it was explained in evidence that 
this: resolution. was passed to protect the Bal- 
_ jarat company, and give it the control of busi- 
‘ness within the area where it is located. With 
regard. to Government work, the reason for the 
‘provision was said to be that Government. con- 
acts are often much larger than those of pri- 


sae vate pres and it was Sgeeae reasonable — 


nish thevassociation’ with a copy of their mea- 


ee dure would be to insure that a builder 


would — 


livered at the Spencer- -street Railway Station 


that the- Raihonies Gikstece ee ‘gironld have 
the opportunity of competing. The effect, how- 
ever, is that if the: Government desired any 
tile-roofing to be done within the Ballarat area, — 
even though the work were done by the local 
company, the price would be raised by adding ~ 
to it the cost of freight from Melbourne, which — 


on the scale. adopted by the association is 
17s: Gd. per square, or nearly 30 per cent. addi- 
tion to the standard price at the present. ‘time. 


Witnesses questioned on this subject protested — 


that there was no intention to penalize the Go- — 


vernment, but that is obviously the result, and 
although they further stated that there. was. 
practically no Government work of the kind | 
it is clear that the terms 
of the resolution were intended to have some g 


going on at Ballarat, 


meaning. aot 


While, as stated above, ‘he aaeeeieren tie 


controls about 60 per cent. of the trade, the mem- 


bers comprise owners of all the old-established = 


businesses. 


Several new companies have been 
formed within the last few years to manufac- — 


ture tiles outside the association, and there is. 


some evidence that their competition takes 
the form of making a-slight reduction in prices. 
Owing to the present demand, however, this 


— competition has had no effect in checking the 
: output of any of the association companies, soe 


causing them to lower their prices, 


The ieee tan of galvanized iron has led ty a 3 iy 


great. demand for tile 


made, locally and sold at £11. 


Before the war these 
were either imported from Marseilles and sold ~ 
on the wharf at £12.per 1,000, or else were 
The. ‘selling Ect 


price of Freneh tiles increased in 1915 to Le 


SLA 5s, 10 hy to, £22 5s., 
£24 10s. per 
ceased, as no een could be continued. 


SERS 


The report proceeds—and [ emphasize u 


this— os 


and in: 1917240. 
1,000, at which price ope A 


Local tiles rose during the war from £11 3. 


£18 10s. 


None of the witnesses examined could 


give any reason for an advance of 50 per cent., — 


at any rate, 
plants were installed before the war. 


several new yards were opened, two of them 
on a large scale, and these new businesses had 
to incur “or eat additional expense in- installing — 
machinery. It was mentioned in the Tariff 
Report on*Slate Slabs, Tiles, &e., that the local 
tile. industry. before the war was already so 
prosperous that none of the tile manufacturers 


opposed the then suggested reduction of duty. 


That local manufacturers ra‘sed their 
prices by 50 per cent. because of the op- 
portunities afforded Iby the war conditions 


imdicates a clear case of profiteering at 


the expense of the general community. 
Building material generally has so in- 
creased that it has become -almost impos- 
sible to erect a, house; and there has been 
this additional factor, that rentals have’ 


in the case of businesses whose ee 
The pres-- 
sure of demand, however, was so great that — 


_they are or are not. 
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increased considerably. If the Govern- 


ment are compelled to buy their materials 
from Combines of the nature mentioned 
in the report, and at the prices indicated, 
homes for our soldiers will cost a dispro- 
portionately high figure. When, in a 
few years, competition has again reduced 
prices to about normal, houses for soldiers 
will be built more cheaply, and thus the 
parties who purchased during the present 
period of abnormally high prices—that is 
to say, in the early stages of the scheme 
—will have been penalized.. 

Senator Newianp.—When the Public 
Works Committee recommended the erec- 
tion of houses at Lithgow,. the brick and 
tile makers immediately put up their 
prices, because the Government was com- 
ing in. 

Senator FOLL.—That is so. The Go- 
vernment should take strong: action. 
Otherwise our soldiers, and the public’ 
generally, will be forced to pay consider- 
ably more than a fair amount for their 
homes. | 

Senator Rerp.—How do you know that 


the Government are not taking. steps? 


Senator FOLL.—I am not saying that 
IT am endeavouring 
to point out the position, and to warn 
the Government. | 

Senator Reip.—The Government knows 
these thcngs and will be cautious, I pre- 
sume. ; 

‘Senator FOLL.—I consider it is the 
duty of honorable senators, if they can 
ascertain facts which affect the public, to 


-make them known to the Government, 


and generally. 
So far as the Timber Merchants Asso- 


ciation in Victoria is concerned, the re- 
port states :— 


‘Competition between members is kept in 
check by the rule which provides that no branch 
yards shall be opened without the consent. of 
the association; and, further, that branch 


_-yards shall not be sold or transferred apart 


from the main business, as they carry no rights 


_ to membership. 


It appears, then, that ‘competition has 


virtually ceased. In former times the 


_ public benefited by healthy competition ; 


but now various manufactures and indus- 


ot Te) ke 
Stat 
’ 
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‘ber did théir best to prevent it bes = 
Our efforts were 
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— 


I trust that the Government will not — 
mevely confine attention to the housing 
of returned soldiers, but will go in for a 
housing scheme by which the community 
generally may benefit. The report indi- — 
cates that the British Government are — 
adopting a scheme to benefit the commu-_ 
nity generally, not merely from the 
housing point of view, but with the object 
also of reducing high rentals. I will 
quote further— SOL 

In June, 1918, the British Minister*of Re- 
construction issued an interesting report upon 
housing conditions in England and Wales. 
This report was prepared by a Sectional Com- 
mittee (of which the Marquis of Salisbury was 
chairman), known as the Advisory Housing 
Panel. 4 

And these are the recommendations of 
that Committee in regard to housing— 

That the State should provide the whole cost 


of building, and should own the houses. for 
a period to be fixed, say five years, at the end 


of which prices may be expected to have at- a 


tained a normal level. This period is referred 
to as the transitional period. aoe 

During this period the local authority will 
act as agents of the State, and will be respon- 


sible, subject to the approval of the District 


Commissioner hereafter described, for building 


and managing the houses and collecting the 
rents. Roe noe, BY 
At the end of the transitional period the — 


ownership of the houses will be transferred to 
the local authorities at a figure to be arrived 


at by deducting from the original cost such 


a percentage as represents the fall in price of 


materials and labour, together with a fair- aS 


allowance for depreciation. 


I now propose to address myself to the 
Institute of Science and Industries. Hon- 


orable senators will recollect that when ~— 

establish- 
was \under 

of honorable — 


Bill authorizing — the 
ment of the institute 
review here, a number 


senators upon this side of the cham- 


coming law hurriedly. ; 
fairly successful, because when Parlia- — 
ment adjourned just before Christmas, 
the Bll was still on the business-paper 
of the House of Representatives. But 
despite the fact that the measure has no 


yet become law, the Government have 


appointed a secretary at a large salary 


Waly, 
also various members of the Board, — 
and have taken large office premises — 
in Danks’ Buildings; indeed, they have _ 


done everything that would have been 


tries are getting into the hands of un- 
scrupulous parties, banded together in 
_ Combines, for the purpose of foreing up 
“prices. wt : 


> . 1 a C 2 hy. 3 
e at oe ae 


Ministerial — 


e180: ane 1919.) 


LeeTA NG 
ey 


| Sieuent 11053 


igns had the Bill been plseed upon the 
statute-book. I take it that large sums 
of money are being disbursed for the up- 
keep of this institute, although upon the 
‘motion for the second reading of the Ap- 
on propriation (Works and Buildings) Bill 
; in this ‘Chamber last year the 
_ Minister for Repatriation assured Sena- 
tor Fairbairn that nothing would be 
done in the direction of expending money 
which might be appropriated for the pur- 
pose unt the Bill had finally become 
law. I find upon reference to Hansard 
- that Senator Fairbairn, speaking in this 
chamber on the 17th October last year, 
> paid 
Among these voluminous items I see one 
me) for £3 000 for an Institute of Science and In- 
ed dustry. It occurs to me that that expenditure 
”, ie 1s entirely illegal. I have carefully read section 
51 of the Constitution, and can see in it no 
power delegated to the Commonwealth by the 
States which would bring this proposal within 
_, the four corners of the law. 
_ When replying, Senator Millen stated— 


' Even if the Senate passes this amount, it can- 

_ not possibly be expended until the Bill authoriz- 
_ ing the Government to proceed with the crea- 
tion of a Science Institute shall have been 
finally approved. 


passed by another place, I would like to 
- know who is going to pay the moneys 
_ which have already been expended in con- 
- _nexion with the institute if the Bill be 
finally rejected? The Government have 
_ absolutely flouted the will of Parliament 
in this matter. 
Senator Farrparrn.—I suppose that 
_ Ministers will pay that money out of their 
own salar.es. 


AS Senator FOLL.—I suppose that they 
- will not. But in view of the definite 
assurance given by Senator Millen, the 
Government are surely overriding the 
rights of Parliament when they take 
action of the character I have suggested. 
sf I now wish to deal with the vexed ques- 
| .tion of the high cost of living. I recog- 
_nise that it is not possible for the Go- 
_ -vernment under our present limited con- 
_ stitutional powers to effectively deal with 
this question, and I therefore hope that 
on the first available opportun:ty they 
will ask the people of Australia to endow 
. them with larger powers. The people are 
es is: to the Government to deal with 


ice, 3 


8D 


epee that the Bill has not yet been 


this question in the future. 
doubt that profiteering is being practised, 
and the reports of the Inter-State Com- 
miss.on clearly demonstrate that there are 
a number of unscrupulous traders in this — 
community who are, to some extent at 


least, responsible for the. industrial 
unrest that obtains here. L admit 
that various industrial troubles 


for the high cost of commodities, 
The seamen’s strike, for example, has 
been the means of raising the prices — 
of goods, because articles which were — 
previously earried by sea have now 

to be transported by rail, and have to 
pay, perhaps, four times the freight that 
they formerly pad. 
reasons why the cost of living is on the ~ 
upward grade. Nevertheless, it 1s mant- 
fest that profiteering is going on, and 


this I shall clearly demonstrate before I 


resume my seat. If the Government wish 
to retain the confidence of the electors 
they must endeavour to secure the consti- — 
tutional powers necessary to enable them — 
to effectively deal with this matter. One 
item which is almost as important as that 
of foodstuffs is the item of clothing. The 
exorbitant prices which are being charged 


for quite a number of articles of every- — f oe 


day use are responsible for a considerable — 
amount of the discontent which exists 
amongst the rank and file of the commu- ~ 
nity. Upon page 7 of the Inter-State 
Commission’s report, No. 11, dealing with _ 
clothing, I find the following : — : 

It was urged by importers that an appre- 


ciable contributing cause to the increased cost 
of elothing and of materials for its manufac- 


ture is the heavier actual burden of Customs — : 


duties paid by the consumer since the war. 


As the average import values of clothing and 


niece goods, &c., have increased nearly 100 per 
cent, since 1914, the ad valorem duties have — 
involved heavier amounts being paid on the 
same articles. Whilst war conditions render 
the amount now levied much in excess of that 
necessary for the protection of local industry, 
such excess may be fairly considered as neces- 
sary indirect taxation to meet the financial 
emergency arising out of the war. It does, 
however, constitute a heavy addition to the 
cost to the consumer of all imported goods — 
which are dutiable according to value, 


In spite of this, the Customs duties which 
have been levied during the past four 
years have not increased to anything like 
the extent that the cost of commodities 


There is no © 


WAS 20 
also share a. degree of responsibility — 


This is one of the | . 


ies “Where roe “may” 


bec na 5 per cent. or 10 per cent. in- 


crease in Customs duties, the manufac- 


turers have increased the prices of their — 


goods by 15 per cent., and even more. 
The figures quoted. by the Commission, 
comparing the prices which ruled in 1914 


with those which obtained at the time it 


* conducted its ioqury, 


clearly demon- 
o strate this fact. 


Senator p—E LARGIE.— What duicee have 


- deca imposed on articles since the out- 
_break of the war ? 

Senator FOLL.—I am not in a 
tion to say. I do not think there have 


been any. But that is the cry which has 


been raised. 
Senator pez eee —The ties. 
| turers have had the benefit of almost. pro- 


hibitive Protection on account of the lack 


of shipping. 


_ Senator FOLL. “they have practically t 


had prohibition during that period. The 
manufacturers have taken advantage of 
the consumer, but have failed to 
him with a better article. 
taken advantage of the. conditions 

which have obtained, not to benefit 
the people of Australia, but merely 
to exploit them.. As the price- 
fixing: regulations have now been swept 
aside, and it is apparent that the States 
cannot deal effectively with this particular 


question, I hope that the Government. 


will take action to limit the profits made 
by these various enterprises. If Ministers 
will only seek the powers that are re- 


‘the Inter-State Commission’s report on 
clothing, some very valuable information 
is given as to how this condition | of 
affairs may be overcome.. 


Senator Russe.t.—Has the honorable 


‘Senator FOLL ear mlgutecae of 
boots have also had a pretty good time 
during the war, because the importation 
of boots has been practically prohibited. 


Senator Rusgeru.—But the adoption | 


the recommendation of the Commais- 
_ would have the effect ‘of increasing 
price of the poor man’s boots, whilst — 


Petnding 1 the cost 2 the ‘£3 3s. ‘oots. | 


oo : 


supply 
They have 


ae FOLL.— 


~ Government will nob ado 


mendation. 

recommendations ‘made by ie Comr 
sion which might be adouied with 
great advantage. The Inter-State Co 


‘Mission in its report on clothing says— 


If it is desired by the Government to ts 


action for the regulation of the prices of 
-ing, then, in the opinion of the Commiss 


the conditions now existing in the var 


branches of the trade justify the folowing de: 


tailed suggestions :— 

1, Loeally manufactured goods. —Pri es 
be controlled by prescribing th 
lowing maximum percentages t 
added to “prime cost,” represe 
‘actual cost of materials and wage 

(a) Tweeds and Berges, 30 pe: 
(6) Blankets and flannels, 
cent. 


_.. per cent. 
. (ad) Felt hats, 223 per one a 
2. Wholesale ‘distributing warehouses.- 
Prices to be controlled by preseribi 
a maximum of 223 per cent. t 
added to cost landed in warehouse o 
materials for clothing and of all Re 
articles of clothing. ; 
3. Retail distributors.—Prices_ to be ee 
stags by prescribing a maximum 
s per cent. to be added to cost lande 


_ for et ea and of all articles of ae 
Corgan Ve 


not rted £5, 000. cage ts ; 
5. That re-sales be ‘restricted with 
to the prevention of transactions 
do not bring the goods nearer to 
consumer. nS 
The following suggestion, oe 
directly related to control of eh: is als 


- mitted :— 


ee all Fates of pr éuerihed na a 
counts, profit and loss stademeny 
balance-sheets.. 


The last paragraph was inseven: 
Inter-State Commission, because, 
the examination of certain a 


Cross. ae na bard 
or sisters of soldiers enga; d i 


| Statement. a 11055 | 


% and nitions fer eer it the Hiren. 
Exorbitant prices were being charged 
for skeined wool. I brought this matter 
under the notice of the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) soon after my election to 
the Senate, and -he pointed out that just 
_ prior to my representations this subject 
he pod been mentioned to the Government, 
_- and that the Defence Department, through 
the High Commissioner in London, had 
made an arrangement with the Imperial 
Government for the export to Australia 
- of a certain quantity of wool at a mode- 
rate price. No doubt asa result of that 


_ Australia were materially benefited. 
Senator Russerz.—Would the honor- 


_ invited every patriotic society in Australia 
to give me an-order for wool to be im- 
ported without profit, and I did not get 
one single request? The cure 
profiteering is not easy. 

- Senator FOLL.—I em: understand 
the attitude of the societies with respect to 
ose Minister’s offer, unless the traders 
_ who had been supplying wool got wind 


~ Senator fa —The real trouble in 
7 COR was the absence of ome 
We could not get it. . 
~ Senator FOLL. —The fact remains that 


wool induced the Government to take 
action, otherwise the people concerned 
would not hare made overtures to the Go- 


“Sitting So from 6. 80 to 8 p. m. 
Senator FOLL—-I attribute a great 
deal of the existing unrest to the fact that 
the cost of living, and the cost of clothing 
a particularly, has increased out of all pro- 
: _ portion to the advance in wages. In proof 
e of this, I point out that, according to the 
Inter-State Commission’s report, the price 


from 36s. per.dozen in 1914 to 84s. per 
- dozen in 1918; woollen sweaters, from 48s: 
to 96s. ; cardigans, from 72s. to 130s. The 
report contains a long list of other articles 
of poutine which have similarly advanced 
: We cannot, therefore, blame 


action, Red Cross Societies. throughout. 


able senator be surprised to know that I . 


for 


Guinea is concerned, the clini nee condi- 


of the movement, and reduced their prices. 
countries 


be equally as prone. 
the higher prices then being charged for - 


~ 86,000,000, 


e of men’s all-wool undershirts. ‘inereased 


Exports 


ok trust ‘the income “wild, at sue 
earliest opportunity, endeavour to secure — 
from the people those powers which will 
permit them to take some action to check 
this damnable increase im the cost. ee ae 
articles of wear and the necessaries of 
life. ; iy 
I want now to turn to the jraten in? 


volved in the transfer to Australia of Ger- : h 


man New Guinea under the terms of the 
Peace Treaty. I hope it will not prove: 
another white elephant, as has been. the 
case with the Northern Territory, where 
money is being poured out for very Tittle | 
return. I am indebted to Mr. H. N. 
Leach, whose article appears in the ee ie 
bane Courier, for information and figures 
giving a comparison between German New 
Guinea and Java. These figures are of — 
great importance, m view of the fact that — 


-in the near future Australia will take over 


an extensive area formerly under the ade oh 


‘ministration of. the German Government. 


I lay stress on the fact that, so far as New 


tions and geographical situation are prac. 
tically identical, and that Java to-day is 
probably one of the most eee 
in the world. Under sane 


administration, the new as should — 
“Teach 


states— 


German New Guinea has an area of. 14, 200. 
square miles, while Java has only 50,000 square — 
miles. Yet the population of Java is given at - 
including 76,000 white people and — 
563, 000 Asiatics, while German New Guinea has — 


about: 500,000 natives, 500 Asiatics, and 1,000 
_ whites. 
_£72,346,378, while from German New Guinea 


The exports from Java are valued at 


they are £604, 340. Both countries are in the 
same latitude, have similar soils, climate, and 
natural conditions. Why, then, should not Gers 
man New Guinea be developed into a prosperous 
condition equal to Java? It is only a matter of 
generalship (in another word, wehiteay sie that 
is called for. 

The following. table will explain the fal 
tical relationship of — two countries at “we 
present time :— ; 6 


German eo 
New Guinea. Java, 
Area (sq. miles) wo 44,200 ~ 50000 
White Pee 968. 76,000 
Asiatic - . 600 563.000 
- Native 500,000 36,000,000 
Revenue 5°£170,500...... £23 971,160. 
Expenditure .. £170,500 .. £36,463,774 — 
Imports .. £460,352 .. £37,187,676 
. £604,340. 


J £72,346,278) 
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oes problem, bu& I do not think it 
oe necessary to enter into those details now. 
I have had communications from a 


number of men living in German New > 


Guinea, who point out that with a fair 
amount of capita] expenditure there is no 

reason why returned soldiers should not 

become successful settlers. 

- Senator pe Larcir.—KHspecially 
‘member the expenditure. 


Senator FOLL.—Admittedly; but I 
- would point out to Senator de Largie 
that not only this Government, but 
former Governments, have poured money 
into the Northern Territory without get- 
aad any return. That immense area is 
like a huge sink. If in German New 
Guinea there is a prospect of securing an 
p ecaiete return, why not spend some 
_ money there? 

Senator pz Larcie.—We heard some- 
ane hke that when the Northern Terri- 
_ tory was about to be taken over. 

Senator FOLL.—But we had no. oppor- 

tunity of comparing the conditions there 
eh those of Java. 
Senator pz Larcrz.—Yes, 


we had. 


oy than New Guinea is. 
Senator FOLL.—But we knew what 


in the Northern Territory was before it was 


_ taken over, and that South Australia was 
Diskin « a very good bargain with the 
_ Commonwealth. I remind the honorable 
os senator that the Hon, Staniforth Smith, 
In his report upon Papua, pointed out 
_ that many things that Australia is in 
ine need of can be produced there, so there 
_ should be no need to go to the other side 
en of the world for them. In one particular 
ease, a returned soldier mentioned to me 
<) the question of cocoanut plantations. He 
Dai that although the proposition is not 
altogether a good one on the mainland, 
_ because of the longer period before a 
return can be expected, there are a 
great number cf small islands, situated 
round the coasts of Papua, where planta- 
_ tions can be developed at a lower cost, 
and which in a few years should show a 
considerable profit. He says— 
ma The main point for consideration is the dif- 
yee ference between growing cocoanut on the small 
“es i islands and on the mainland of Papua, islands 
such as thie Pores Group and _ others 
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being seattle pultable 
Governor of Papua has, for some ‘re 
known to the public, persistently. renee to 
grant leases of these uninhabited islands, which Sm 
are so suitable for cocoanut growing, and eo oe 
well adapted to the “ small” man with limited - 


“Particulars are also given concerning ee 


capital. - : 
That definition should cover a soldier 
settler. The general opinion is that. it 


would he have to wait for a return ? 


matter. 


_ The Northern Territory is nearer to Java ~ Guinea. 


would not take a great deal of capital to 


set a man going in the industry of cocoa- 
nut planting. | 


Senator Colonel Rowrii.—How oe 


‘Senator FOLL.—I shall deal with that a 


Senator pe Larere—The islands to ce 
which the honorable senator is referring . 
are uninhabited. Sap 

Senator FOLL.—That may be sO; poke i 
there is plenty of labour available on the 
mainland of New Guinea. | 

Senator pe Lararzr.—That is the tes 
culty—the natives would have to be taken 
away from their homes. 

Senator FOLL.—Apart from that, tT 
am informed that applications for leases. 
of these islands have been persistently 
turned down by the Government in New 
The authorities in New Guinea 
would lose nothing by leasing these 
islands, and I fail to understand their 
action. 

Senator pre Larerr.—The plasters 
could do nothing without native labour. 


Senator FOLL.—That would be the 
own concern. If the Government grante 
the leases which have been applied for, 
it would be their own look-out if thos 
who took them up made a failure of the 
business they embarked upon. 7 
writer of the letter proceeds— ~ 


It may be said, without fear of contradiveies 
that our local Government does nothing to en- 
courage the small settler, returned soldier, or — 
otherwise, and if the matter is left in ‘the 
hands of this Government, it is safe to oe 


pS AN sy Ta 


le eri 
tions. No reason was given. The Bethe m- 


pression is that the Government inten 
plant these islands, and so keep out the 
settler. 
Senator Rowell asked how lonk 
be before a settler could expect 
from a. cocoanut plantation, and Ly: 


Bey pty 

a 
rE re ct 
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the following ‘statement ‘made on that 


subject :-— 

_ These islands are specially suitable for small 

settlers, being very much cheaper in upkeep 
than the mainland, and also they reach the 
if bearing stage more quickly. T could plant and 
bring to the bearing stage in six years an island 
of -:150 acres for £1,000, assisted by my earn- 

ings as a miner at Misima, where I am now 

working. 


These men, and others in New Guinea 

who desire to obtain leases of the islands, 

in order to plant cocoanuts upon them, 

would follow other occupations during 

| the time the cocoanut palms were matur- 

- ing. They would be earning their own 

sustenance, and the Government would 

be at no expense on that account. I ask 

_ the Government to give consideration to 
this proposal. 

: Senator Russett.—Do not ask the men 

to go up there. I have been there, and 
_ the man who secures a return from a 
- _ cocoanut plantation in eight or nine years 
is doing well. 
Senator FOLL.—I am not asking that 
apes any one should go up there. J am refer- 
-—~——s ring: ~to men who are already in New 
Guinea. I would not stand up in this 
_ chamber and suggest that a returned sol- 
- dier should be sent either to Papua or to 
the Northern Territory. 

Senator Russerz.—lt is purely a com- 
Peay proposition. 

Senator FOLL. —What I am referring 
to is not a company proposition; but, 
even if it were, and the Government, by 
adopting it, could obtain revenue, why 
should they not do so?- 
| Senator Russerzt.—The only chance of 
¥ success is through companies. It is too 
a long for a man to have to wait eight or 
nine years for a return. 
~ Senator FOLL.—The writer of the 
letter from which I have quoted said that 
he could get a return in six years, and in 
the meantime he would provide for his 
own sustenance. In Java the people 
are in a flourishing condition, and the 
exports of the country amount to millions 
every year. I fail to see why Papua 

should be regarded as a forlorn hope. 
= Senator pe Larere.—The honorable 
; Senator cannot make a comparison be- 
teen the natives of Java and the natives 
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Senator FOLL.—I remind the one 
able senator ,that, in addition to the 
natives of Papua, there 1s up there a 
certain amount of Asiatic labour avail- 
able. ane 

Senator pp Larcrz.—In Papua? © 

Senator FOLL.—There is Asiatie 
labour being utilized at the present time 
in German New Guinea. 

In the hand-book on New Guinea, pub- 
lished by the Hon. Staniforth Smith, 
there is a reference to cotton, which is a 
commodity used extensively in Australia 
at the present time. He reports generally 
that cotton-growing would be a paying 
proposition in that part of the world. If — 
it were undertaken it should serve to re- 
duce the price of cotton in Australia at 
the present time. According to the report 
of the Inter-State Commission, this com- 
modity is practically controlled by a large 
English Combine. The Inter-State Com- 
mission reports that the high cost in Aus- 
tralia is not due to the expense of produc- 
tion, but merely because we are here com- — 
pletely in the hands of a large English 
Combine. In their report on clothing, the - 
Inter-State Commission say— 

The supply and distribution of sewing cotton 
are almost entirely in the hands of two great 
British groups of companies, one of which—the 
Coats group—is represented in Australia by 
the Central Agency’ Limited, and the other—the 
English Thread Company—by Richard Allen 
and Sons Proprietary Limited, Male and 
Direct Agencies Limited, Sydney. | 

The Central Agency—the British company— 
isthe distributing company for what is popularly — 
known as the Coats Combine—an amalgama- 
tion of companies consisting of J. and P. Coates 
Limited, Clark and Company, Jonas Brook, 
Chadwick’s Limited, and Kerr’s Limited. 

The English Thread Company originally con- 
sisted of fourteen firms, but other large firms 
were subsequently included. 

Two of the constituent companies within the 
Coats amalgamation, viz., Chadwick’s and 
Kerr’s, are separately represented in Australia, 
the agency of the companies having been con- 
tinued with the firms who were acting at the — 
time their principals joined the group. This 
separate representation, however, does not 
imply any actual competition, for the prices are 
determined by the British head-quarters in 
Glasgow, and are kept uniform throughout. 
The English Thread Company, also, though it 
originally appeared to have been formed as a 
Separate and competing group, has evidently 
become merged in the larger combination, as 
may be inferred from the fact that the super- 
intendent in Australia of the Central Agency 
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is also the superintendent of the English Thread 
Company, and that all instructions regarding 
prices in Australia of both companies’ goods 
are issued through him. This -powerful eom- 
bination, which manufactures both in Great 


Britain and in the United States, is represented . 


all over the world, and is everywhere dominant 
in the sewing cotton trade. The Australian 
superintendent said, “ There is always opposi- 
tion, but. J admit it is of a’minor character.” 
In the household lines of sewing cottons, viz., 
200 and 300 yard 6-cord sewing cottons, the 
control by the Combine appears to be particu- 
larly rigid, though the lesser group, the Eng- 
lish Thread Company, is permitted to sell its 
cottons at a small reduction of 1s. to 2s. per 
gross below those of the Central Agency. _‘The 
reason for. the special attention given to these 
lines is no doubt partly because of the great 
volume of trade which they -represent; and 
partly because, as they are found in every 
home, and must be distributed through re- 
tailers, competition may be more readily con- 
trolled. In the case of machine cottons .and 
threads used enly or chiefly by manufacturers, 
the possibility of these trade buyers, with their 
command of capital and knowledge of trading 
facilities, obtaining direct supplies from smaller 
competing manufacturers is obviously a con- 
sideration which affects the views of the com- 
pany, and which is not present in the case of 
cottons, the principal sale of which. is purely 
for household purposes. 


Instances were given by several witnesses of 
the manner in which the Central Agency uses 
its power to prevent the introduction and sale 
of cottons manufactured by producers outside 
the groups it controls. 


One witness, a departmental manager in a 
large softgoods warehouse, said that, some years 
ago, when serving under another company, 
negotiations were entered into for supplies of 
British cottons by an independent manufac- 
turer, and the Central Agency threatened to cut 
off supplies. The result was that the negotia- 
tions with the competing company were aban- 
doned. The same witness said that later on, 
when he was manager for Thomas Brown and 
Sons, of Brisbane, he took up a line of British 
cottons outside the Combine, with the result 
that the chief representative of the Central 
Agency interviewed him personally, and . said 
that the company’s account would be liable to 
‘be closed unless the purchases of new cotton 
were discontinued. The same witness, who is 
now with a Melbourne company, stated that 
during the last two years samples have been 
forwarded from time to time from English 


manufacturers ovitside the Combines, but his . 


company has been unable to entertain their 
offers, in view of the attitude taken up by the 
Central Agency representative. The chief re- 
presentative of the Central Agency, when ques- 
tioned subsequently as to the interview above- 
mentioned, said, “I do not remember that, and 
know nothing about it; it is most unlikely, and 
I deny it absolutely.” 


Senator Foll. 


An indent merchant deposed that during the 


last few months he had submitted samples of 
Japanese cottons to wholesale houses, and was 


told that the purchase could not be entertained, 
as, if the company bought any. such cotton, it 


would be boycotted by the Central Agency. The 
wholesale witness just previously quoted said 
that he was one-of those to whom the Japanese 
cottons in question were submitted, but he did 


not purchase, although the prices seemed very. 
favorable, partly because of the absence of ex- — 


perience of Japanese cottons.. “ The governing 
factor in my mind,” he added, ‘was that, if we 
touched those lines, the Central Agency would 
take care to make them unprofitable for us 
soonér or later. I pased that opinion on my 
previous experience.” 

The representative of another wholesale firm 
said he also had been approached recently with 


regard to the purchase of Japanese cottons, but 


declined to take them up, chiefly for the reason 
that there would probably be conflict with the 
Central Agency. He continued, “ That opinion 
was based on experience obtained some twelve 
years ago, when my company took. up another 
English line of cotton. The Central Agency 
made representations to mduce the company 
to desist from importing outside, English cot- 
tons, and it was intimated that supplhes would 
probably be cut off.” Finally instructions 
were issued ‘by the London office of the purchas- 
ing company. not to send orders for the outside 
line. of cotton. 


The witness said that in this case the pies 


peting cotton was of British make, and a per- 
fectly good article, at a satisfactory price. | 


There is a great deal in the report to the 


same effect, and it goes to show that in 


Australia we are absolutely in the grip of 
this English Combine. 


Senator pk Largr.—So is the whole 


world. : 
Senator FOLL.—That is no reason 
why we should continue to be so. 


Senator pe Larerm.—Surely the honor- 


able senator does not propose to start a 
thread factory in. Australia or in Papua? 

Senator FOLL—Ii_ this commodity 
can be grown in Papua I do not know why 


an industry for its manufacture should - 


not be started here. -That is the only 
way in which we can hope to break up 
the Combine. 

Senator Murcany.—The Combine has 


been in existence for fifteen years. 


Senator FOLL.—Then the more shame 
to it, and the greater the reason why we 
should do something to try to break it up. 

Senator pe Larcre.—tIt will be genera- 


tions before we are making cotton 1 thread, Hh 
in Australia, 7 on 


mic 


a good many other articles, which some 
people seem to think we have no hope of 
making here, will at no distant date be 
made in Australia. It should be apparent 
that we shall never be in a position to 
break up. this English Combine unless we 
are able to replace their goods by goods 


made here. 


Senator Murcany.—TI hold no Weief for 
the Cotton Combine, but is the honorable 
senator satisfied that they are charging 


exceptional prices for their goods now? 


Senator FOLL.—I am absolutely satis- 
fied as to that, because the article to which 


the ~ quotation I have made refers, was 


selling at 23d., and is now selling at 7d. 
‘Senator Bi osny, —Ordinary calicoes, 


which are manufactured by thousands of 


firms, have been increased 1 in price three- 


Senator FOLL. ST may be due to 


fe es the existence. of the Combine. 


Senator Famsarn.—tThe price of cot- 


. San in the United States used to be 4d. 


! i per lb., and it is now 7d. per lb. 


Bonator FOLL.— The United States is 


é ere the home of Combines, and that may ac- 


-eount for the rise in price. It may seem 


to honorable senators a big problem, and 
aa - one with which we cannot. deal at the pre- 
sent time; but. I remind them that we 


hhave suitable_land available for the cul- 


tivation of cotton, and every facility for 


: _ earrying on the industry. 


fe 
Tig 


‘Senator Barnes.—And He of 
people out of work. 
Senator FOLL.—I fail to see e why 


something should not be done. It is high 
time we vastly extended our Australian 
industries. . 

Senator RusseLrt.—The hondtablo 
senator did not help me when I advocated 
_ that same cause, in presenting the Science 
and Industry Bill. 

- Senator FOLL.—I raised no objection 


ee scientific research, but simply asked 
for further information to insure that we 


would not be duplicating activities. 
Senator $RuSsELt. —Queensland has 


<i i done: practically nothing in the matter of 
Cee eotton growing, and we could not. dup- 
X - ae | 


“nothing.” 


: Sonus FOLL- ae pos sane gee. why | 
f Senator de Largie should take so pessi- 
“mistic a view. I hope that cotton and 
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Borate FOLL. CU eea bo some ex-— 
tent, I was probably responsible for de- 
laying the progress of the measure in 
question, I shall be very willing to ad- — 
mit—if it proves an active asset to Aus- 
tralia, and a source of assistance to pro- 
ducers and manufacturers—that I was in : 
the wrong. At the present time cotton-— 
growing is being undertaken: in econ 
land. | 

Senator Newianp.—And has been in 
the Northern Territory for ae past 
fifty years. 

Senator pe Larcre.—And the be ter- 
ritories between them have not Csiauaie i 
enough cotton to make a shirt. © , : 

Senator FOLL.—For the reason that 
the industry has received no’ pica ugh 
ment whatever. : 

Senator Newzanp.—Too many ‘men : 


have been afraid of the Combine. 


Senator FOLL.—I will say ~ voltae : 
further upon that except that im- | 
mediately a machine is invented which 
will reduce the cost of picking cotton, the — 
industry will become a success in Nor- E 
thern Australia. S e 

The report dealing with hoe ae 
to discoveries of copper, gold, lead, mer- — 
cury, zinc, and other minerals. f appeal 


to the Government to sanely administer — 


that Territory so that it shall become 


-wealth-producing ,rather than a burden on 


the taxpayers of Australia. I am aware 
that Papua is a most important defence 
consideration. But if it is going to be 
a mere sink for our money, then it vail 
hardly be worth our having. | 

T desire to deal briefly with fhe. se 
of the High Commissioner in London, 
On account of that official being only a 
public servant, 
thority, he possesses very limited powers. 
1 suggest thatthe occupant of the posi- 
tion should be the possessor of a port- 
folio in the Commonwealth “Ministry. 
Then the Commissioner would be vested 
with authority to deal with all matters ~ 
relative to Australia, and when an intri- — 
cate question arose, it would not be neces- 
sary to send a Minister from Melbourne 
to London. The up-keep of the office of 
High Commissioner is costly, and al- 
though Mr. Fisher is performing his 
duties admirably, his position is both — 
difficult and nik aeees ia Re 


without executive au- — 
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port a Tariff which will encourage Aus- 

tralian manufacturers, I would like to 
have some assurance that the new Tariff 
will not be used by manufacturers to ex- 
-ploit the masses. If we are to afford pro- 
tection to various industries the people 
concerned therein must be prepared to 
ee something in return. 

Senator pr Larcrr.—The cry for Pro- 
“tection is nothing but an appeal for Mel- 
bourne industries, to sweat the rest of 
Australia. Wait until the Tariff dis- 
cussion begins, and honorable senators 
will see how the Victorian representatives 
will pull together. 
Senator FOLL.—That 
disadvantages of having the Federal Par- 

lament in Melbourne. Better legislation 
will be enacted when the Federal Parlia- 
ment meets at Canberra. I hope the 
Government will either turn the Inter- 
‘State Commission into a Tariff Commis- 
sion or will appoint another Commission 
_ to insure that the Tariff is properly regu- 
lated. so that where an industry is 
granted protection, the manufacturers 
will not be afforded an opportunity to 
pile up prices upon the consumer. Prior 
to the war, Australian-made articles were 
kept just a few pence below the price of 
_ imported goods. When freights became 
scarcer and scarcer, and the cost of pro- 
duction in England had vastly increased 
so that the prices of such commodities as 
_were imported here had vastly increased, 
caesar manufacturers saw to it— 
_wherever they could—that the prices of 
_ their wares still remained just a few pence 
_ below that of the imported article. 

Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [8.38 ].— 

One cannot enter upon a discussion of 
the particulars contained in the Minis- 
terial statement without. making some 
reference to the glorious change which 
has recently taken place in Europe, 
hereby our Empire and Allies have re- 
turned to a condition of peace after the 
terrible holocaust of war. Probably in 
the history of the world there has been 
oO. such welcome change as has now come 
to the peoples of to-day. It is natural 
that. one should take a retrospective view 

have 


Se 


of the situation from which we 
emerged in order to give due credit to 
Bes age pe pennies for the wonderful 


Mthotgh ‘TI shall is ‘prepared to sup- Rear apee 


is one of the 


to what would inevitably have been tyran- _ 


‘that considerable credit was taken on. 


Th is very he 
average Australian, so far remove 
the seat of war, to realize what this con- — 
tinent has escaped by a victory for the 
Allied arms. The conduct of the enemy  — 
has been such as to convince us that no 
people among the whole of the bel- 
ligerent nations would have been forced = 
into greater sacrifices than Australia had ~ 
our arms been unsuccessful. Numbers of 
people think that England, France, Ttaly, 
and other countries, being im closer = 
conflict in this terrible struggle, would 


have been the greater sufferers, but — . 
I want ~to. bring home to the 
people of Australia the fact that 


not only would their worldly goods 
have been confiscated—not only would 
they have suffered the same financial difi- 
other peoples engaged in the conflict. It 
—but they would also have had to submit 


nical control and slavedom at the hands 
of the enemy. It would not have been so 
with other countries. Those which are — 
more densely populated would offer little — 
room for the German surplus population, 
but in sparsely-populated Australia there — 
was the great opportunity, which would 
certainly have been embraced, for theo. 
settlement of the enemy’s surplus popu- 
lation. There is, therefore, little doubt — 
that, as the result of defeat, Australia — 
would have lost more than any of the ~— 
other peoples engaged in the conflict. It 
has been advanced over and over again 
that Australia did wonderfully well in the - 
war. Oredit should go to whom it is due. 
Australia did not do over well in the war. 
The 413,000 of Australia’s sons who went — 
to the Front did well. They created for 
themselves a name which will never die; 
they made sacrifices which no man could 
exceed. Over 50,000 of them will never 
return. Those men did well, but the 
credit due to them is not reflected upon — 
the eligible man who was equally able to 
go, but refused to do anything for the de- 
fence of Australia. I strongly object to 
the credit due to the men who did the 
work and made the sacrifice being taken 
by those who have done nothing. erik 
noticed in a Labour paper not long : 


half of a union that had 1,000 memb rs. 


} 
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-- To prove their loyalty, patriotism, and 

_ self-sacrificing disposition, they said they 
had sent 400 of their members to the 
But the other 600, at one of the 


- organization. 


Front. 


did the work. 
speech from Senator Gardiner, the main 


agate , 
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Front. 
most crucial periods in the war, came out 
on strike on a matter which did not con- 
cern them, and in which they had no 
grievance. They came out in support Sf 
a band of men who created a revolt in the 
New South Wales Government Work- 
shops in 1917, because there had been in- 
troduced into the workshops a card sys- 
tem which was already operating in Aus- 
tralia in concerns owned and controlled 
by the Labour movement, and was even 
operating here when I was a boy. Among 
those who supported that strike was this 
very union which had sent 400 men to the 


Front, and had only 600 members left 


behind. To use the common _ phrase, 
those men, when they went on strike, 
blacklegged on their comrades who were 
fighting for the liberty of the world. No 
eredit is due to that union, or to any such 
No credit is due to the 
shirkers of Australia for what our men 
did in this great war. It might come 


_home more forcibly if I asked whether it 


would be any credit to the eligible mem- 


bers of the Melbourne Club if, out of a 


membership of, say, 500, 100 went to the 
No credit would be due to the 
eligible members who remained behind. 
The credit is due to those who went and 
I heard a very forcible 


trend of a part of which was that in the 


armistice terms, and the terms of Peace, 


there was evidence of a desire to be harsh, 
and even cruel, towards the enemy. It 
is a singular thing that men widely read, 
who have given consideration to all the 


incidents of the war, should find “it neces- 


sary to devote a considerable portion of 
their time and energy to obtaining 
Ieniency for’a nation which has been so 
distinctly brutal.- The following quota- 
tion from Through the Hindenburg Line, 
by F. A. Mackenzie, may strengthen the 
statement I have already made:— 


I have seen many crimes of Germany in this 


war. I was in Belgium when her armies out- 


raged, burned, and destroyed. I heard from 


_ the lips of dying men flung from her decks the 
 taleof how the Lusitania had been sunk. I have 


helped at the Dutch frontier to receive British _ 
prisoners, wrecked and broken by the cruelty of 
their German captors. I have lived in the - 
recovered cities of France, and learned from — 
their people the nameless cruelties and bestial- 
ties inflicted on them. But never have I wit- 
nessed anything which has filled me with such 
cold rage as the killing by German airmen of 
our nurses, doctors and helpless men in 
Northern France. . fee 
This is not a thing which was per- — 
petrated by drunken soldiers. It was not 
perpetrated. by excited men in the 
midst of war. It was methodically 
organized and carried out by the German 
nation. Yet we find public men, with 
great responsibilities, delivering speeches 
which, if they serve any purpose at all, 
can create only discontent within Aus- 
tralia with the conditions foreed upon 
that nation by the Peace terms. No mat- — 
ter what the Allies did to Germany, they 
could never be severe enough to meet the 
ends of common justice. I believe Ger- 
many will never pay the indemnity which 
the Allies have levied upon her, and am ~ 
not looking forward with any great-hope — 
to the payment of that debt. But even if 
the indemnity were ten times as large, 
Germany could never redeem her name 
or compensate for the damage she has 
done to the civilized world. ees 
I wish to make brief references to the 
discontent and disaffection existing in - 
Australia to-day. It is one of the unex- 
plained facts that social and industrial 
discontent and disturbance always follow 
a war. If any country in the whole world © 
ought to realize the absolute necessity for — 
its people to pull together, to produce, and 
build up its resources, it is Australia. 
There is no other country in which 
unanimity and industry are necessary to 
the same extent, and in which the absence 
of them will be so speedily felt. The 
opponents of the Government, and some 
who-seem, like the Irishman, to be against 
every Government, make a point of creat- 
ing discord and discontent. Go where you 
like at the present time, listen to the 
speeches delivered, and you will hear on 


_ every hand the advocacy of a class-con- 


sciousness... You will hear the workers — 
told that they must recognise that they 
belong to one class, that there is anothér — 
class which seeks to use and exploit them, © 


on 


ir on the class which is exploiting them. 
ae aed factors in the ss Sout 


ee oes every. _cipeag in fies lide 
‘There i is not the slightest doubt that good 
ause for complaint exists. The prices 
of scores of articles among the necessaries 
of ne have risen out of all propor- 
i The production of such articles 
ant at all affected by war conditions, 
or by any conditions which might have 
‘been created subsequently by the war. 
id, therefore, we cannot see why these 
nereases have taken place. There can 
mo just reason assigned for them, and 
agree with those who say that an effort 
should certainly be made to check the un- 
easonable imereases which have occurred 
the prices of commodities in Australia, 
and thus bring home to those persons ‘who 


practice will not be countenanced. 
: o_o Fort. hes limiting their pre: 


ared to enter into competition with 
hem, we can accomplish our purpose 


ng the whole of those profits.in excess of 
, eertain sum by means of taxation: I 
hold that the correct way to prevent ex- 
ploitation is for the Government them- 
selves to produce those articles the price 
ff which has been unreasonably raised. 
Then oy would be in a sc onsenate to Faesl 


sell your articles at a contain price or we 
wi. oe 80.’ 


cine to ere ees statis- 
on is\ only one other country 
ch possesses almost equal advantages. 
ve been at some pains to obtain the 


from the end of 1914 up to different 
1918. I was unable to get re- 
on ato From these 


d Bo the: ly rash in ich they ¢ can 
bring about a better condition of affairs: 


o become class-conscions, and declaré— 
cent., in ee to sarin it was ys 


Australia is a producer of raw materials — 
there can be no excuse for the increas as 


In South Africa the increase in the cos . 
of living to June, 1918, was 32 per cen 5p 


are | exploiting the public unreasonably— 
| who are profiteering—-the fact that this 


‘Switzerland to June of that year it 
180 per cent. 


ae EARLE. fess we are pre-_ 
of the war than was Australia. 


only by limiting their profits, or by tak- 
: natural that the opponents of thee 


of Queensland, where a Labour Gov 


as in the matter of nis in- 


she cost ‘of living in various coun~ 


Port ‘br 10s. 


in ean up fo. ai at was” 


2 < 


to a0 une it was 59 per cent., in weet - 


Aficust it was 81 per cent., in Austr 
to June it was 32 per cent., and in J 
Zealand to July it was 39 per cent. ) 
course, some people urge that becau 


yians 


cost of living. In this connexion it is 
worthy of note that in New Zealand 
the gost of living was 7 per cent. higher 
than it was in Australia during 19: 


in Germany to “April of the same year 
was 127 per cent., in Austria to Decen 
ber, 1917, it was 273 per cent., in Norway 
to ‘August, 1918, it was 184 per cent., 
Sweden to August of the same yea 


1918, it was 97 per ‘cent., In Holland oy 
June, 1918, it was 87 per cent., and 


These figures show tha 
all the countries which I have enumerat 

were worse off from the stand-point of the 
increased cost of living during. the peric , 


us turn to the Commonwealth. 
vernment should expect that in the Sta 


ment is in office, the increase in the 


Gvena by some Seon le senato’ 
upon the opposite side of the chambe 
are well founded. But first let us. 
how the purchasing power of the si 
reign has declined in the-various cities < 
the Commonwealth.- Taking the a 

age of the years from 1901 to 191: 
find that the purchasing power of the 
Ae has feprenas in 1 Sydne a ry 


“10,” and 


18s. 10d.; an average for the entire Com- 
monwealth of aa Od. In other 

_ words, the sovereign has depreciated in 

S, Brisbane by 2d. more than it.depreciated 

in Sydney, and by 1s. 5d.. more than. its 
average depreciation over the Six capital 
--—-s ities of the Commonwealth. - 1 do not 
~~ suggest that the Queensland Giovernment 
gould have. prevented. this. 
Loge remains that a Labour Government in 
Ge _ Queensland. failed to prevent it. Conse- 
: quently it is scarcely fair for our op- 
____ ponents to affirm that the Commonwealth 
~~ Government are entirely responsible for 
the diminution of the purchasing 
power of the sovereign which has 
taken place throughout. Australia. 
We get similar results if we refer 
to Knibbs” statistics, which show the 
average of the increased ‘cost of. living 
_ throughout Australia for the. five years 
- 1914 to 1919 inclusive. Taking 1,000 as 
_ an index number, and referring to five 


ao cities in each State, IT find that New South- 


Wales starts in 1914 at 1,165, and ends in 
— 491.9 at 1,734. -Lhat is 

percent. Victoria starts with 1,106, and 
ends with 1,566—an increase of 41.7 per 
gent. Queensland starts with a weighted 
average of 1,082, and. ends with 1,734—an 
_imerease of 60. 3 per cent. South Aus- 
tralia starts with an average of 1,247, and 


- = cont. Western Australia starts with 1,412, 
and ends with 1,656—an increase of ‘7. 3 


COA 201, od ends with 1,693—an increase 
ace of 41 per cent. 
of the Commonwealth starts at 1,164, and 
ends. with 1,666—an increase of 42. i per 
eent. Yei the increase in the case of 
. Queensland, where a Labour Government 
~ ‘Is in office, is 60.3 per cent. 
therefore, in all the comparisons which 
we institute, that the inereased cost of 

living in Queensland during the period of 
the war was greater than the increased 
-- cost. of living in any other State.. These 
_ figures should be carefully considered by 
the workers of Australia.. 


Pierre ee siege ae Sash ie 
Ree ee ea Scene seen a 


- doubt that the latter are roused almost 
- 49° ‘the 


| point of rebellion by the 
representations which are contmually 
oe se to them to. the . effect 


But the fact — 


hold that they could not avoid it. 


_taken place in the cost of living. 


an increase of 48.8 © 


- ends with 1,652—an inerease: of 32. 5 pane 


_ per cent.; “whilst Tasmania starts with 


-The average for the whole 


We find, 


‘There is no- | 
the welfare of their employees, 
anxious always to treat them equitably as 
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that ony are eee an ololked: $0 a 
greater extent than any other people 
in the world. They are assured that they — 
are being robbed by profiteers, and that 
the Government are responsible for this, 
That is the argument of the peace dis- 
turbers from start to finish. They tell 
their hearers that nothing short of a re- 
volution will bring about an equitable 
settlement to the workers of this continent. 


It is well for the workers to know that, al- 


though nobody attempts to justify the i in- 
creases which have taken place, in Queens- 
land, where a Labour Government have © 
beans in. office for.some years, the greatest 
increase has taken place. J do not sug-— 
gest that the Queensland Government are 
responsible for this. On the contrary, ne 
But it 
is certainly illogical for our opponents to. 
urge that the @ormionwenl Government 
are responsible for the imerease which has 
Such 
statements are calculated to - lead - the 
workers of Australia. into an 7 false | 


position. 


Now, I desire to further stress ae un 
wise doctrine preached by those who en- 
deavour to create a class consciousness. 
The individual who lays himself out to 
ereate between man and man a class war 
is an enemy of the people. I have always 
recognised that there has been through-— 
out history a war of the classes. But 


‘we are now reaching an age when 


such a condition of affairs, especially 
in. a country like Pustralia: re abso- 
lutely unnecessary, and entirely unwise. 
I have long argued that much of the dis-— 
agreement existing between employer and 
employed at the present time is in a large 
measure blamable to both sides. There is” 


‘no doubt whatever that there is a class of 


employer who has not the redeeming fea- 
tures always to bé found in a slave-owner ;_ 
the man who seeks to squeeze every ounce. 
of profit from his employees, and who is 
absolutely indifferent as to their condi- 
tions of life. “On the other hand, there 
are employers who are ever solicitous _ : 
and 


men. I know that the reading of extracts 


is rather tedious, but I should like to read. 


Boia date depen OAT ps 
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extracts from a speech, on this question, 


delivered by Mr. H. W. Gepp, now gene- 
yal manager of the Zine Extraction Asso- 
ciation, and carrying on extensive works 
in Hobart, Tasmania. Mr. Gepp, al- 
though an Australian, has had a very ex- 
tensive training in America in the hand- 


ling of large bodies of men, and in the 


supervision of big works, and, therefore, 
words from him on the question which I 
am discussing will carry more weight and 
be more convincing than anything I could 
possibly say. Mr. Gepp has a very fair 
grasp of the conditions existing between 
employer and employee, and I believe he 
offers the only sound solution of the prob- 
lem. Referring to industries employing 
large numbers of men, he says— 


An excellent idea is to adopt a definite line 
of organization as regards the relation of the 
various members of the staff to one another as 
soon as possible, so that all members know 
to whom they are responsible, and to whom to 
report. So as to avoid too much of “ red tape,” 
which a rigid organization sometimes gives 
_ rise to, it is advisable to form what is known 
as a ‘‘ general staff,’? to which various mem- 
bers of the regular staff are appointed, in view 
‘of their special knowledge. d 
At general staff meetings, which should “be 
held about once a monthNif possible, at which 
the head official present presides, all members 
are equal, and everything is subject to free 
discussion. This scheme affords the head offi- 
cials the opportunity of gaining a right appre- 
ciation of the whole job in such a way as to 
be generally beneficial. 


‘One of the most interesting essentials of this 
_kind of work is the development of the right 
spirit in the staff and men by the chief offi- 
cials. HKvery effort should be made to develop 
initiative in all those engaged on the job, from 
the office-boy upwards; and, further, to make 
every one intelligently understand, firstly, the 
purpose and intention of his work, and, 
secondly, how that work is done, e.g., if a man 
is attending a machine, time should be taken 
to teach him in the simplest possible way how 
that machine works, and get him interested in’ 
it; or, if a man is attending a set of sulphuric 
acid chambers, or electrolytic cells, devote time 
to teaching in as graphic language as possible, 
and explain by simple examples what is hap- 
pening inside, for the more a man knows of 
the details of his job, the better his work 
will be, and the more interesting we make the 
work to the men, the more will we remove that 
deadly monotony which is so soul-destroying 
-and so bad in its effects upon efficiency. 


ve Why is the present position so extremely de- 
plorable? It seems to be because the employer 
_ Senator Earle. 
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is totally ignorant of the attitude of mind» 4 
the employee, and the employee equally ignorant’ iy 
of the true standard of the employer. Fur- . 
ther, they have no common ideas or ideals, and — 
no common meeting ground. And who is, say 
in the case of a big company, the employer? — 


wy 
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The employee regards the employer as a big 


fat man, who does not care how he gets more ~ 


a 


as long as he gets it. What is the actual case ~ ee a 
in a public company, where the shares are well 


distributed? The employer in these concerns 
consists of a large number of people, many of 


whom have only a small individual interest, - 


whilst some are amongst the rich class. _ 
The representatives of all these interests, the 
directors, are regarded by the average employee 


as the sole owners of the concern, and it is 


generally considered that they are getting all 
the benefits. Of, course, this is not the case 
by any means. 

‘But, how does the employer regard his em- 
ployee?- In some instances, as a man who is 
trying. to do as little work as possible for as 
much as he can get. 
times true, but’is it not more often an un- 


reasoning protest against conditions which the 


worker does not appreciate? 


Admittedly there is ignorance and faults on 


both sides, and, being pretty close in touch ~ 
with both, it is difficult to say on which side 
What is required, 


the faults are greater. 
though, at the present crisis is not criticism 


so much as constructive suggestion, and, to 
my mind, one main idea is basic, viz, we need = 
to abandon the theory that a minimum wage 


is essential, and adopt instead the conviction 
that there should, and must, be a minimum 
amount of happiness right throughout the 
community, with as much over and above and 


tc the good as the united brains of the com- — 


munity can, by proper co-operation, evolve and 
develop. 


It is no use our taking steps to inaugurate : 
any number of new industries in this country — 


unless we face and settle this great problem 
we are now -considering satisfactorily. 


If we, t.e., the whole population of the Com- — , 
monwealth, do not admit, and are not pre- 


pared to make the necessary immediate sacri- 
fices, and will not devote ourselves towards 
realizing the present serious and regrettable 


state of affairs, and will not face the fact that 


contentment, and contentment only, is the basis 
of true efficiency, of all good work, and all 
reasonably satisfactory results, then the only 
alternative is to muddle along 
haphazard, unsatisfactory way, and await the 
inevitable results. 
constructive ability and ideas to be up and 


doing—to say to our fellow-citizens, “ Let us | 
adopt certain basic facts, and talk matters over 
impassionately, realizing that our mental atti- __ 
tude otwards life is changing, nay, has already — 
changed, and that all desire to reach a better 


understanding, and co-operate for the good of 


our country and for the benefit of our depen- 


dants.” 


Doubtless this is some- 


in the present — 


Surely we possess enough  — 


4. ae . 


- 
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Somehow or Gener, cniied come pride into 
every man’s heart of his job, so that he shall 
_ truly say he is proud to be engaged on a cer- 
tain job, and knows and respects his employer, 
and that his employer respects him, for it is 
not what a man earns in wages that counts, 
but what he gets out of life, and the solution 
7 of the problem seems to be in co-opertaion—co- 
1 operation in interests, co-operation to promote 
‘ health, co-operation to reduce the cost of living, 
co-operation to see that. every one is properly 
housed, properly protected from the effects of 
sickness, and, if a man does the fair thing, he 
should be further- -protected by co-operation in 
all that goes to make life worth living. 


It was by such co-operation between officers 
and men that the Australians saved Amiens, and 
made their famous and successful night attack 
on Villers-Bretonneaux—co-opertaion based on 
a mutual confidence and a mutual respect. All 
experience teaches us the same thing, viz., that 
~~ only - thus are good results achieved, €.9., do 
Oe not we get better results in dealing with our 

‘ children by becoming mates with them, co- 
_ operating with them rather than by ruling with 
4 a rod of iron? Cannot Australians co-operate 
as readily at home as in France? 
Australia imagines she is ahead in industrial 
_ * conditions, but this is sadly not so. She leads 

in industrial legislation, which has tended to 

rather intensify: past bitterness because legis- 

lation has regarded wages as the end and not 

_ the means thereto, just as we and the whole 

world, too, have regarded money as the end, 
not the means, in the past. 

We stand behind the Mother -Country in 
thought and deed. What are they doing in 
_ Great Britain—in the midst of this great war? 
_ As a first instalment they are starting to build 
Ties two hundred thousand new houses for workers; 
_ they have nationalized the milk supply to pro- 

tect the people’s health, and instituted a com- 
_ plete re-organization of the education system, 

and are devoting some of the best brains of the 
country towards meeting the conditions of the 

post-war period. i 
ee: What does man want? Firstly, health; 
“8 secondly, security of employment, providing he 

Hara carries out a decent job to the best of his 

ability; thirdly, insurance against being 

dragged down to the depths financially, if, un- 
fortunately, he should be sick and unable to 

work; fourthly, decent housing conditions; 

fifthly, a fair margin between the cost of living 

and his income; sixthly, good education and 

a chance in life for his children; and seventhly, 
reasonable civic and social rights—all of 

:, which, summed up, imply a minimum amount 

of happiness. 

How shall we endeavour to attain to this 

Te position? The answer is by co-operation in all 
me matters—by employers taking a keen interest 
ol in the lives of all their employees—by deve- 


i 


ship so that a man will guard his job just as 
he would a public garden running down the 
centre of a street, by inaugurating co-operative 


__ [80 Suny, 1919.) 


ra loping a spirit of civic and industrial citizen-— 
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councils, who, with the assistance of the em- | 
ployers, will reduce cost of living to a mini- © 


mum, and, by means of which education in 
general economies will gradually percolate 
through the whole community to its lasting 
good. 

If ignorance on both sides as to the atiiide 
of mind of the other side can be eliminated, if 
we can get together and thereby eliminate the 


pitiful feeling of distrust and growing hatred | 
that exists at present, there is some hope; but, 


without it, none at all. 


The opinion of such a man as Mr. 
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Gepp must necessarily carry weight with — 


those responsible for the creation of a 
better condition among the people 
Australia. 
greater part of the discontent and the 


of 
I have no doubt that the 


failure of effective and efficient working 


in Australia is due to the employers. 


We have had too often controlling a body _ 


of men the class of man who looks upon 
them merely as chattels, 


cheaply as possible for certain work, and 


out: of which he must get as much 


as he can. That attitude on the 


part of the employer necessarily creates 


a desire in the worker to get as much as 
he can and do as little as he can. This 


employed as_ 


is an absolutely suicidal. policy on both 


sides, and must, if persisted in, result in 


the bankruptcy ‘of Australia. 


This must be a producing country. We 


must increase our volume of production. 


We must use hands and brains, we must 


co-operate, we must invite assistance from 
our kinsmen. overseas for that purpose. 
But before we invite our kinsmen to come 
here, we must prepare for them. We 
must see that our house is in order be- 
fore we invite others to share it with us. 


We have to face in the future an enor-. 
mous load of interest on our debt, and 


the only way in which we can hope to 


meet our responsibility in this regard is 
by increasing our population. Whilst we 
continue to set up and extend class 
hatred and indulge in industrial disputes, 
and, in a word, whilst we continue to be 


a divided people, there is no hope for us 


either from increased production or in- 
creased population. Hence I hope that 
in the very near future we shall have 
very much improved social and industrial 
conditions in Australia. 

I shall make only a passing reference 
to the present lamentable industrial dis- 
turbance. 


We have now, after many 
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years’ 
settlement of industrial disputes a lawful 
and impartial tribunal, and I hope that 
better counsels will prevail, and that the 
dispute which is now paralyzing Aus- 
tralia will very shortly be settled. Some 
of the opponents of the peaceful settle- 
ment of industrial disputes tell us that 
the Arbitration Court is too slow and 
too costly. I am not quite sure about 
the time, but I venture to say that the 
strike now existing will cost more than 
all the appeals to the Arbitration Court 
within the next forty-five or fifty 
years could possibly cost. It is safe 
to say that. there are from. 50,000 
to 75,000 men out of employment 
im <Austraha to-day in consequence 
of this industrial war. 
the wages of these men, and the loss 
of their wealth production to the country, 
amounts to a sum which I hesitate to 
estimate. To say that any system of 
arbitration to settle a dispute and avoid 
this kind of turmoil, with its accompani- 
' ment of suffering to innacent people as 
well as to the parties to the dispute, 
could be more costly than-~- the method 
now being adopted, is absolutely absurd. 

There is one matter I wish to bring 
under the notice of the Government. We 
are aware that Ministers can do nothing 
unless they are supported by Parliament 
and the people of Australia. The cost: of 
government at the present time in this 
country is lamentably high. It has been 
published throughout the Commonwealth 
that the various Governments in _ this 
country are costing over £33,000,000 
annually. That seems an enormous sum 
to be devoted to the government of 
5,000,000 people. I am not responsible 
for their aecuracy, but-I give the follow- 
ing figures, which have been published 
- broadcast throughout Australia :— 


No. of employees. Salaries. 

Commonwealth af 43,043 £6,348,409 

_New South Wales .. 78,009 10,270,388 
Victoria i 44,575 6,212,567 

Queensland 28,974 3,766,164 

South Australia 20,166 3,233,200 

Western Australia 17,084 _ 2,602,883 

Tasmania 4,259. 638,850 
236,092  £33,072,411 


I realize that this enormous expenditure 
would probably be very little increased 
Senator Earle. 
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hard fighting, obtained for the if Australia 
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had a population at 
10,000,000. The cost of governing a 
small population is out of all proportion 
to the eost of governing a large popula- 
tion. Australia. will have to consider im- 
mediately whether she will take steps to 
inerease her population or to decrease 
the cost of government in this country. 

In addition to the figures I have given, 
there is to be considered the cost of main- 
taining the Governor-General, the 
Governors of the different States, and the 
Federal and State Parliaments. Other 
expenditure will also have to be met. 
We know that, without taking Imto.con- | 
sideration the gradual repayment of our 
war loans, our annual interest bill will 
be very large. Great as the present ¢éx- 
penditure is, we know that we shall have — 
to spend more money on old-age and in- 
valid pensions. I believe that it will be 
necessary for us to spend more money 
also on war pensions. I hold that a man 
who has been disabled in the service of 
his country ought to receive a reward 
which will insure to him all the comforts 
which it is possible for him to obtain. In ~ 
my opinion, it 1s wrong to say that a man 
who has been crippled should try to sup- 
plement hispension by earning some-— 
thing, unless he is personally disposed. to 
do so. If a man be blind, or if he should 
have lost his legs or an arm, it would, no 
doubt, be a good thing for him to take 
up some industry which would occupy his 
mind. But, unless he desires to do so, — 
I say that the country owes to him a suffi- 
cient sum of money to enable him to 
secure all the comforts he is capable of 
enjoying for the rest of what must, at 
best, be a miserable hfe. 


‘In conclusion, I would make a last 
appeal that. a special effort be. put for- ~ 
ward in this time: of stress. 
a new-born nation. We have received 
the baptism of blood. It remains to be 
seen. whether the country advances or re- 
mains stationary. It will be difficult to — 
do the latter. A people must either ad- — 
vance or recede. There is an opportunity 
to-day for Australia ‘to become great and 
influential in the world’s affairs. 
tralia has gained fame as the result of the 
deeds of her soldiers, and as the outcome 
of their contact with men of other parts 


Australia is ~- 


Aus- _ 


£c os 3 p.m. 


‘Postacz ON 


- $heir mails. 


- cally at the 
Tasmanian homes. 


Or abs svcd ee desire, ak in Li res 
~ gard, to give credit to our brilliant Prime 
_ Minister (Mr. Hughes), now on. his way 
_ home. 
~ known - territory in the world, and here 


Australia has recently become a 


is the occasion for our people to prove 


their determination and their worthiness ~ 
> to become a great and } 
_. If they do not accept the opportunity, Ts 


srosperous Nation. 


ean see nothing ahead for years but a 
mere existence, when we shall be dragging 


along beneath an almost unbearable load 


of debt—practically a failure. If our 
people will accept their responsibilities 
individually and collectively as citizens, 
there is no reason why Australia should 
not become one of the great nations of 
the world... 


Question Lp t hes in the atic, 


a SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion (by Senator Russzn) agreed 


‘That the Senate, at its rising, adjourn until 
on Wednesday next, 


~ 


ADJOURNMENT. 


QUARANTINED SOLDIERS’ 
Letrrers: LreTrrergcraMs—AUSTRALIAN 
pe REAT. Force SERVICE Bapen—SEa- 
MEN ’s STRIKE. 


Motion “ea - Senator Russi) ae 


—=— 


‘That the Renate do now adjourn. 


Senator EARLE (Tasmania) [9.45]— 
I have to complain concerning the unex- 


plainable inactivity of the Defence De- 
partment, and of the Postmaster-Gene- 


- ral’s Department, in regard to a matter 
in which both are concerned. 
--the war our soldiers on active 


During 
3 service 
were not called upon to pay postage on 
Some time ago, a number of 
returned men were quarantined, practi- 
back door of their 
Those troops 
naturally discontented, and there was 
very nearly a little mutiny. A citi- 
zen’s Reception Committee in Hobart, 
comprising men and women who have 
spent their own money and _ collected 


_ from others to provide our boys with a 
fitting welcome home, took the course, 
in order to pacify the discontented sol- 


refund. 


_ Citizens’ 


cut? 


were. 


siete of advising hee ibe cea Pees of — 


“their time in quarantine peal writing home. — 
The Committee told the lads that they 


need not trouble about postage, but that — 
they—the members of the Committee— 

would pay for the stamps if the Com: 
monwealth authorities saw fit to charge | 
postage. The Committee spent more — 
than £30, which was considered a very — 
unfair levy; and its officials asked for a — 
Subsequently additional re- — 
turning men had to be placed in quaran- | 
tine, and th 1e Iatter became more acute. — 
I have repeatedly applied for the exten- — 
sion of the free postage concession which — 
the troops enjoyed while on the other 
side of the world, but I have been. unable a 
so far to secure a satisfactory answer. — 
A letter to the honorary secretary of the — 
Reception Committee, Mr. T. — 
S. Nettlefold, from the Postmaster- 

General's Department, reads— _ | 


In reply to your communication of the 9th ve 
inst., I desire to inform you that if the letters — 
from soldiers in quarantine at Barnes Bay are — 
indorsed with the usual notice that they are — 
on “active service,” such letters will be trans- 
mitted in the same manner as letters from the 
Front. But, in the absence of such indorse- _ 


‘ment, payment of posiaee is compulsory, 


‘It was quite right that, while our ‘men 


were at the Front, indorsement of their — 
correspondence should be insisted upon; — 
but here were numbers. practically back — 


-home again, kept in quarantine because — 


of the influenza epidemic, and’ so placed c 
that no one but the men themselves — 
could have participated in the advantage 
of having their letters franked. Why, — 
therefore, does the Department insist that — 
the Ghibars with those troops should be — 
called upon -to indorse all letters sent — 
The men cannot secure indorse- — 
ment by their officers; and, since they | 
have no stamps, they are compelled to — 
intrust some one else to attend to the — 
matter. I received a letter from the De- — 
fence Department as follows:— 8 «. 


With reference to a letter addressed to you — 
by Mr. T. S. Nettlefold, secretary of the Citi- — 
zens’ Reception Committee, Hobart, regarding 
an amount paid by that Committee for letters — 
and telegrams sent by returning troops, I de- — 
sire to inform you that I have referred the 
communication to the Postmaster-General’s De- _ 
partment, with a request that that Depart- — 
ment communicate with you nig: on the sub- 
ject. ne ; 
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| finals. I received apo letter fon 


the Postmaster- General’s 
reading thus :— 


Vereen 


With reference to the representations re- 
gently made by you to the Department of 
Defence on the subject of postage on letters 
from soldiers in quarantine at Hobart, in con- 
nexion with which you presented a communi- 
cation from Mr. Nettlefold, honorary secretary 
of the Citizens’ Reception Committee, and a 
telegram from Mr. J. G. Shield, Mayor of 
Hobart, I beg to inform you that the Hobart 
office of this ‘Department appears to have mis- 
interpreted instructions, as free postage in re- 
spect of letters from soldiers only applies when 
they are outside Australia. The matter 1s 
being inquired into, and you will be further 
advised as soon as possible. 


J am tired of further correspondence upon 


a question so trivial, but which has caused 
such irritation and annoyance. 


Gonsior O’Krrre.—Perhaps Mr. Web- 
ster has been writing poetry, and has had 
no time to attend to this matter. 


Senator EARLE.—I am not disposed 

to blame Mr. Webster. It is a matter for 

_ the officers of his Department, who should 

take a practical, common-sense view of the 

position, and not stick so closely to regu- 
_ lations. 


- Another complaint which 1 have to 
lodge against the Postmaster-General’s 
Department is in respect to lettergrams. 
-- On the 9th July, I brought under the 
- notice of the Government the desirability 
of resorting again to the practice of 
despatching lettergrams, entitling the 
correspondent to transmit overnight by 
~ telegraph forty words for 1s. I replied 
that this would be of considerable ad- 
vantage to the people of Tasmania while 
that State was so absolutely isolated in 
consequence of the present industrial 
trouble. The Launceston Chamber of 
Commerce has also been agitating for the 
- same privilege. I did not know at the 
time that they had made a request to that 
effect, but I find that the Postmaster- 
z General has made the following state- 
‘ment in reply to the secretary of that 
body: — 


AA 


With reference to your telegram of the 2nd 
inst. relative to the desired restoration of 
_lettergram facilities, so far as Tasmania is 
_ concerned, I beg to inform you that hite law 
aed precludes | ‘disefimination on the part of the 


sible, therefore, to have, - in ee 
transmission of lettererams from Taam 
conditions different from those which a 
plicable to the rest of the pve fay oy 
That might be correct enough in! some £ 

big question, but, if there were no com- 
munication by oat with Tasmania, does 
the “Postmaster-General argue that ‘there 

should be no Gommunication whatever be- 
tween Tasmania and the maimland © 
simply because the laws of Austraha 

must be uniform? If the transcon- 

tinental railway ceased to run, surely 

Western Australia would be entitled to 

some means of communication which ~ 
could not necessarily be given to the — 
whole of Australia. Tasmania must de- — 
pend on sea communication, and the Go-— 
vernment might well take a more reason- 
able view of their duty to that State as 
regards administration in these little 
matters. I know they are small things, — 

but they irritate people and cause more 
trouble than the greater national ques- 
tions of the day. 3 


Senator O'KEEFE (Tasmania) [9.58]. 
—Senator Earle has referred to a griev- — 
ance of very long standing, which Tas- 
mania considers that it rightly holds 
against the Postal Department, in the 
withdrawal of the facilities for the send- 
ing of lettergrams by business people. 
About three weeks before Senator Earle 
approached the Postal Department, IT 
laid before Mr. Oxenham, in the absence 
of the Postmaster-General, ‘a number Of > 
facts, which showed him the enormous 
dificulties umder which Tasmania was 
suffering through the withdrawal of these 
facilities. He was so impressed by the — 
case I put before him, and the documents _ 
from business people showing that a fort- 
night, and sometimes three weeks, elapses — 
between mails, both those delivered mb er nick 
Tasmania and those delivered here from ; 
Tasmania, that he did not turn down 
ey request that the system of busi- 
ness lettergrams should be reinstated, 
a promised to bring it before the Post- 
master-General immediately upon his re- 
turn from Sydney. Mr. Webster came 
back from Sydney a day or two later, 
and special consideration was given to 
Tasmania’s request. But, after at we 


, _ Adjournment, 
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oe" eer the” soveokyped Se that in 
the interests of economy the system eould 
not be reverted to. 

been put forward by Tasmanian mem- 


Many requests have 


bers in both Houses, and by dozens of 


business people in Tasmania, for better 


mail facilities, and one reason given in 
every reply is that it would not pay to 


_ re-establish the system of business letter- 


Pe LDasmania is — cut off 
- weeks from mail communication. 


_ how strong or urgent the case. 
nise that there may be a constitutional 
difficulty in that regard, but I believe I 


press the Department for them. 


grams. Another reason put forward by Mr. 
Webster or his officials is that under the 


iConstitution no facility ean be granted to 


one State more than another, no matter 
I recog- 


was right in pointing out that, if these 


facilities were reinstated in the case of 


Tasmania, the other States would not 
They 


would be satisfied that Tasmania was 


suffering under unique disadvantages. 


‘Senator pe Larere—You want to get 


‘ - round the Constitution. 


_ Senator O’KEEFE.—I want to make 


it possible for the Tasmanian people to - 
get mails at more frequent intervals than 
three weeks. 
day, 26th July, dated and posted in 
_ Hobart on the 2nd July—an interval of 
_ twenty-four days. 
railway communication from Perth to a 
- point some distance north of Brisbane. 


I received letters on Satur- 


The other States have 


Further north from that, the residents 


bs have to depend upon shipping facilities 


but the fact remains that 
often for several 
There 
may be soime way of getting over the diffi- 
culty, and, if there is no other way, the 
re-establishmcut of business lettergrams 


for their mails; 


all over Australia would only mean that 
_ Mr. Webster would have to show a slight 


loss in his bookkeeping transactions for 
the Postal Department, and would not 


be able to cut such a figure as he hopes to 


cut before the people of Australia by 


showing that he is making the Depart- 
ment pay. 


The Postal Department is 
one of the big activities of Australia, and 


was established as much for the con- 

venience of the people as to show a ledger 

profit. 
= 4) Pe bd 


I believe that is the view that 


will be taken by the big are of the 
veople, and in extraordinary times like 
the present, when mail facilities are — 
blocked, in some cases to-the ruin of busi- 


pee people, even M¥> Webster, although a : 
he seems determined to show a large pro- 


ft on the year’s transactions of the 

Postal Department, would be justified in 
re-establishing lettergrams for business — 
peepee I appeal to the Minister to — 
bring the matter again before his-col- 
leagt es to see whether this request can- 

not be granted, at least until such time as 
we return to normal shipping and mail 
conditions. 


Senator FOLL (Queensland) [10. 5) — 
I have received from the Secretary of - 
the Sydney Branch of the Returned 


Sailors and Soldiers’ Imperial League of 
Australia the following letter regarding — 


the issue of the brass Australian Tmperal ‘ 
Force service badge :— | 


ge 


Dear Sir, Voey 
Re the Issue of Brass A.LF, Service Badges. 


I am instructed by my State executive to 
bring under your notice that the A.I.F. brass. * 
hadge is being issued to Senator Pearce’s Pay 
Corps, which left Australia with him after the 
signing of the armistice. Many of these men 
have returned, and have been issued with 
the brass badge after having put in three weeks’ 
war service at Horseferry-road. 

The distinguishing. mark of a 3 
soldier is the badge he wears, and it is felt by ~ 


this organization that to recognise as returned 


soldiers men who were indispensable during — 
the war, but whose services were required for — 
three weeks’ employment at Horseferry-road, 
is a matter. that should be discussed in the 
House. he 

Returned soldiers consider that men who left 
Australia after the armistice had been signed 
cannot be, and should not be, confused with the 
fighting forces, who have received recognition 
of their services by the issue of a brass badge 
from the Commonwealth Government. 

My committee trust that you will ventilate — 
this subject in the Federal Parliament, with a 
view of protecting the genuine returned soldier. 

P.S.—You, of course, know that Y.M.C.A., 
Red Cross, and. War Chest officials have already 
received this recognition, and even to these the 
returned soldier has the strongest objection, 
seeing that some of them take full advantage 
of the fact, and wear the brass badges which © 
have been issued to them. 


There is a feeling among the members of 
the league that the service badge should 


be issued only to those who saw service 


enn - 
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prior to the signing of the armistice. I 
should like to know the opimion of the 
Acting Minister for Defence on the ques- 
fion. 


Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [10.9]. 
_—As it appears that by passing this 
“ motion the Senate will of its own volition 
become. inarticulate for a week, 1 must 
_ speak, not on the hundred and one griev- 
ances that I could legitimately express, 
but on a matter which is of, paramount 
importance to the nation and to Parlia- 
ment. The great strike, which has 
brought about a state of semi-paralysis 
in all our national activities, is still in 
full swing. 


Senator ve lLaram.—Hear, hear! 
Shake up the Opposition on that ques- 
tion. 


Senator BAKHAP—I do. not care 
what the attitude of the Opposition is; 
T am going to make my own, attitude 
clear. That is my concern, and is, to 
me, second only in importance to my 
eoncern for the welfare of the Parlia- 
ment and the nation. I shall not lightly 
condone any action on the part of the 


Administration which abrogates in any - 


particular the right of this Parliament to 
enforce the law which has been placed 
upon the statute-book to deal with Inter- 
State industrial disputes, that is, with 
disputes of a national character. 
not going to condone any action 
which will result in the setting aside of 
our Arbitration Court, which has been 
established under Australian law that is 
not yet twenty years old. That tribunal 
is not the offspring of any ancient system 
of oppression—it is the offspring of a 
desire to do everything which can be done 
to promote the welfare of the industrial 
classes of this country, and to avoid dis- 
turbances while disputes are being settled. 
If, during the period over which it is pro- 
posed that the Senate shall adjourn, the 
Government unwisely sets aside ~the 
law, I will not lightly pass over such 
action. I have assured the Ministry of 
my support, which will be continued to 
them in every particular; but I call upon 
them to write a lesson in letters which 
will be legible to all who flout the law 


[SENATE] 
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which has been enact by this Patlia- 
ment. Anything which may be conceded 
by Ministers must not abrogate the rights 
of this National Parliament. I am not 
one of those who are anxious to secure a 
triumph over any class of the commu- 
nity, but L am anxious to completely vin- 
dieate the institutions which have been 
established under laws enacted with the 
assistance of this Chamber. We know 
that compromise can very easily effect the 
temporary settlement of a dispute. But 
we have already provided a system of 
compromise in connexion with industrial 
disputes. The Arbitration Court repre- 
sents that compromise. If we set aside 
that institution, we shall get inte a posi- 
tion under which we should have to ex- 
cuse the attitude of a Parliament of nearly 
300 years ago had it conceded to King 
Charles the principle of levymg  ship- 
money. Any compromise which abrogates — 
the sovereign right of the people to give 
expression to their desire through the 
Courts which have been established In 
the interests of all classes, will not have 
my support. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Acting 
Minister for Defence) [10.12]—I ex-. 
press my regret for the delay which has 
occurred in connexion with the corre- 
spondence referred to by Senator Earle. 
No doubt the confusion has arisen by 
reason of the quarantine. regulations 
which are in existence to-day. However, — 
I will give the matter my personal atten-- 
tion to-morrow, with a view to locating 


who is responsible for the delay. It 


seems to me that a returned soldier should — 


be the complete charge of the Government — 


until he is landed at his home in Aus- 
tralia. 

Upon the question of lettergrams, A a 
am not sufficiently informed to warrant — 
me in making any statement, but I will 
have copies of the speeches of both hon- 
orable senators forwarded to the Postal 
Department in an endeavour to achieve 
finality on the matter. 

And now I want to thank Senator 
Bakhap for his great confidence in the 
Government, and for his affirmation that 
he will not condone offences which have 
not been committed. | 


enator ‘Baxuar. ty some extent 


a Senator. RUSSELL. My  henorabls 
_ friend is both wrong and unfair. The 
_ Government possess just as good a balance 
as does the average member of this Parlia- 
ment. ‘The Government have done their 
a - duty, but they do not propose, at the re- 
quest of every member of Parliament, to 
- go round with a bludgeon im their hands. 
. _Ef it be necessary to condone our offences, 
Senator Bakhap will understand that he 
‘possesses a free hand. But until there 
has been some indication that we have 
‘3 committed offences—— 7 


: ; , dicated. 


= BD Senitor ‘RUSSELL. ~The ae enccat 
Ree have not indicated it. 
. “prepared to accept any just punishment 


when the Government have committed an. 


offence. The situation is difficult enough 
without forty men endeavouring to do a 
: ee which only one man can do properly 
os; ae refer to the Acting Prime Minister. 


De: regard to. the badges mentioned by 


stated that the pay clerks who went Home 
with Senator Pearee—I do not know why 


_ Pearce—have received badges. There is 


_ matter; though nobody has a greater ap- 


_ clerks than I have. They have devised a 
system which enables us to pay. de- 
mobilized soldiers more rapidly than any 

other country in the world. Most of the 

men in that Pay Corps are returned 

_ soldiers. J shall make inquiries in 

regard to the distribution of the 

badges, but before the honorable senator 
| eee: the Department of giving badges 

_ to men who have not been to the Front he 

should be sure that bis charge is well 

founded. Having paid this tribute to the 

_ splendid work done by the Pay Corps, I 

: - promise to look into the matter. 

oe Peeled in the affirmative. 


* 
ea 
ee 
mS 
Pie 
me 


Senator Baxnar. ht is a in-" 


I will be quite 


eae Foll, I fear that some mistake - 
has arisen. The honorable senator has - 
pe icy are always associated with Senator 
a ~ evidently some mistake in regard to this_ 


preciation of the work done by these pay 


Mouse of epresentatioes. : ee 
W adnbatiaw: 80 July, 1919. 


Soe 


Mr. Srraxer (Hon, W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at. 3 p.m., and read prayers. 


SEMI-OFFICIAL POST-OFFICES. 
IcREASED ALLOWANCES. : ee 
CHARLTON.—In view of dhe 
high cost of living, will the Postmaster- 
General take into consideration the ad- 
visableness of imereasing the allowances ge 
made to persons in charge of semi- -official oe 


Mr. 


post-offices ? oe 
Mr. WEBSTER. ee regard to. 


the increase made not long ago, and in- 


volving a considerable addition to the ex- — 


penditure. of the Department, I do not — : 
anticipate taking immediate action, but 
since the honorable member has brought 


forward the matter I shall review it in 
the. light of increases 


offices. 


. 2 


- PEACE AMNESTY. 


DESERTERS FROM THE Avermantan 
~Imprrtat, Force. 


Mr. FINLAYSON. —Will the Mee ; 
ter in charge of the House state whether 
the Peace amnesty in respect of persons  _— 
convicted of military offences will be so 


extended as to inelude unapprehended - 
deserters from the Australian - ‘Imperial i 
Force? c. 


exercised only in respect of these who — 


have been tried and convicted. The per-  ~ 
sons referred to by the honorable member  _ 
have not even been arrested, and certainly oe 
have not been before any tribunal, so that 


it would hardly be possible to do what he 


suggests. 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE. 


Reirer or Distress at Port ADELAIDE 
~ anp HINDMARSH: 
REvier IN STATE Oarrrats. 


Mr. ARCHIBALD. Are the Govern: 
ment prepared to make a money grant | 
to relieve the distress among women and = 
children in Port Adelaide and Hindmarsh 


that have been a 
made generally in connexion with cia - ae 


Mr. GROOM.—A pardon is gener a : 
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gent time? 


Peace Treaty. 


which has been brought about by the re- 


cent disastrous strike? 
Mr. GROOM.—I shall have inquiries 


made at once in regard to the matter. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Has the Minister in 
charge of the House any statement to 
make as to the allocation of the money 
which is being distributed to relieve the 
distress in the State capitals at the pre- 
I raised this question on the 
motion for the adjournment of the House 
last Friday. 

Mr. GROOM.—TI have not yet received 
the information, but shall try to obtain it 
during the day for the honorable member. 


PEACE TREATY. 

Mr. RILEY.—Have the Government 
yet received the full text of the Peace 
Treaty, and will the Minister in charge 
of the House state when Parliament 1s 


likely to have the full text presented to 


it? 

Mr. GROOM.—I am not yet In posses- 
sion of the full text, but think we shall 
have it before very long. I assure the 
House that the full terms will be com- 
municated to honorable members at the 
earliest possible stage. 


COUN TRY TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 

Mr. PIGOTT.—Will the Postmaster- 
General endeavour to adopt a more 
generous attitude towards rural districts 
by not further curtailing the telephone 


hours in small centres of population ? 
Mr. WEBSTER. — The telephone 


- hours will either have to be curtailed in 


proportion to the business offering in 
these centres, or some of the services will 


have to be abolished. 
7 TRADE COMBINATION. 


Frxine or Rerait Pricszs. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I desire to ask the 


a - Minister representing the Prime Minis- 
ter whether 
- directed tc a statement which appeared 


his attention has been 


in the Argus yesterday, to the effect that 


_ thirty firms manufacturing lines handled 
by grocers have decided to adopt. the 


methods used by the Proprietary Articles 


. Trade Association by fixing the minimum 


Bae Le 


[REPRESENTATI vis] | 


honorable member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. 


Beas a xf rate 


"rade Combinatios 


retail price for every article supplied b 
them. The grocers’ support, it is — 
stated, is assured, and if a retailer oe ae 
below the price fixed, supplies will be cut. 


off. Will the Government take action to — 


prevent such a combination; and if they 
have not the power, will they make repre- — 
sentations to the State Government in 
that direction ? 


Mr. GROOM.—The Commonwentt ey 
power in this matter is defined by the 
Australian Industries Preservation Act, 
under which persons affected have — 
power to make complaint of any 
offence coming within the scope of the 
Federal - law. I have no - par ~%> 
ticulars of the case referred to by the 


honorable member, but shall refer the 


paragraph to the Department of Trade 
and Customs, which administers this 
branch of the tae, 


CONCESSIONS TO MAIL  — 
CONTRACTORS, > 

It.-Colonel ABBOTT.—Having regard _ 
to the surplus shown by the Postmaster- _ 
General’s Department last year, and to 
the fact that it will probably show a 
surplus this year, is the Postmaster-Gene- —_. 
ral prepared to tell the House now what 
concession he is ready to make to mail 
contractors in the drought areas to enable — 
them to carry out their contracts, despite ne 
the abnormal price of fodder? | Ae 

Mr. WEBSTER.—I have been en- 
deavouring to cope with this problem for __ 
some time. [Particulars are still coming 
in as to mail contractors alleged to have — 
been affected by the drought conditions; 
but until I am able to secure a list of the 
total number of persons so affected, I can- — 
not submit a complete proposal for the — 
decision of the Cabinet. As soon as i . 
have the full list, I shall do so. 8 


SUGAR SHORTAGE IN WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 


Mr. GREGORY.—On behalf of the 
Heitmann), I desire to bring before the — 
Minister in charge of the House, in the — 

absence of the Minister for Me oN 


Ste 


oF eS “1919. i. 


ae Moratorium Bil, “073 


at 


secretary of a canferatioe of local bodies 


held at Kalgoorlie :— 


‘Sugar supplies very short. Will you ‘icindly 


urge proper authorities insure better supply 


this State than usually obtains? 


Has been 


_ precarious for months. 


- Will the Government make an effort to 
_ Insure an adequate supply of Ao for 


these districts ? 


Mr. GROOM.—HIf the honorable mem- _ 


“ber | gives me the telegram, I will imme- 


diately refer it to the Department of 
Trade and Customs. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were pre- 


~ sented :— 


; ; Wool—Report relating to the Activities of 
the Central Wool Committee for the Wool 


Season 1918-19, 


together with various 
documents in connexion therewith. 


Ordered that the report be printed. 


: a Department of Repatriation— 


_ Home Agreement made between the War 
Service Homes Commissioner and the 
Commonwealth Bank for financing the 

~ Commonwealth War Service Homes 

~ Scheme. . 


es Ordered to be printed. 


League of Nations—Draft. Agreement for— 
_ Presented to the Plenary Inter-Allied Con- 
ference of 14th February, 1919. (Paper 
foe atnied to the British Parliament.) 

Customs Act— 

_ Proclamation prohibiting the Exportation 
of Preventives of Conception (dated 
16th July, 1919). 

Proclamation (dated 16th July, 1919) re- 
voking Proclamation (dated 4th Septem- 
ber, 1918) prohibiting the Exportation 
(except under certain conditions) of 
Broom Millet. 

Public Service Act— 

Appointment of W. J. Penfold, Depart- 
ment of Trade and Customs. 

Promotion of H. A. Peterson, Prime Min- 
ister’s Department. 


POSTAL FACILITIES IN BOURKE 


ELECTORATE. 


5 ey i 

Mr. ANSTEY.—In common with 
other honorable members, I have received 
from the Postmaster-General a request 
that I should peruse, in the public in- 


__ terest, a report which he has issued. Por- 
_ tion of my electorate has been complain- 


ing bitterly of lack of postal facilities. 
wf ask the Postmaster-General whether 


\ 


Sone leation will be given to my con- 


_ stituency if I comply with his request to. 


read that report ? 


Mr. WEBSTER.—When the honor- — 
able member has read that report, he will 


understand why his constituency has so 


few causes of complaint. I have not re . 
ceived from the honorable member within 


the last two years any complaints regard- 


ing postal grievances in his electorate. 


Mr.“ ANSTEY.—By way of personal 
explanation, I desire to testify to the 
veracity of the Postmaster-General. Lt 


is quite true that I have never complained _ 


to him. My complaints have been made 
to a more amiable gentleman, in the per- 
son of the Deputy Postmaster-General. — 


MORATORIUM BILL. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—In view of the 
fact that the terms of peace have been 
ratified by the British and German Par- 


liaments, and in order to anticipate any 


difficulties that may arise as to the legality — 

and constitutionality of the Moratorium — 
Bill, will the Acting Attorney-General 
consider the advisability of approaching 
the State Governments for their approval 
of the measure? | 


Mr. GROOM.—The State Govern- 
ments have not been approached in regard 
to the matter, but I intend to ask the 
House to treat the measure as urgent, and ~ 
assist the Government in passing it this — 
week, so that it may be disposed of by ae 


Sernite next week. 


OFFICIAL POST-OFFICES. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—A regula- 
tion of the Postal Department provides 


that when the revenue of an allowance 


post-office exceeds a certain amount, the 
district shall be entitled to have an official 
office. Has the Postmaster-General re 
cently issued instructions that the revenue — 
shall be maintained at the specified 
amount for at least a year before the dis- 
trict shall be entitled to an official post- 
office ¢ 


Mr. WEBSTER.—No such instruction os 
has been given. 


Dr. e MALONEY. ‘Cogan the’ ote 
Dre the House kindly obtain from — ister for Defence. 


‘Italy the latest information. regarding the 


. ‘State. monopoly of life insurance in that 


= country ? 


- Mr. GROOM.—I shall inquire whether 
it is possible to obtain the information a 


se the honorable member. | 


: “WAR SERVICE. HOMES. 
j Mr. SAMPSON. —Does the fact that 


invitations in connexion with the laying: 


of the foundation-stone of the first war 
service home were issued by the Com- 


: -monwealth Bank indicate that the work. 


of constructing such homes throughout 


Australia has-been panes over to that 


Institution ¢ (ae 


Mr. POYNTON—I ‘shall ce on the 
: Als to-day a copy of the agreement made 


between the Commonwealth Bank and the 
: : Government for the financing and super- 


-yising of the construction of homes for 
‘soldiers. 

_. Mr. Sampson. — The whole ‘work: of 
: ~ construction? : 

Mer. POYNTON. No. 


tion, I shall be able to give him to-morrow 
- full particulars as to how far the Com- 


monwealth Bank will ae im thos 


‘ : scheme. 


DEFENCE FORCE. 
ae INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF. 


a OMe FENTON. —An 
published 
od uly called for applications for ap- 
_ pointment to the Instructional Staff of the 
Permanent Defence Forces, and included 
_ acondition that applicants should: be 5 feet 
7 inches in height, and measure at least 
5 inches round the chest. In view of the 
ie that a are aig esc of men pee 


ers cos hold eRe oe BEES on 


the Instructional Staff may have oppor-— 
tunity aed ne aan to a oe 


¢ 


‘position 


| Tf the hon- 
Lapaiile member will give notice of a ques- 


advertisement 
in the. daily press of 26th . 


nder ia: notice of the Acti 


SEAMEN’S ‘STRIK 
‘Mr. . BAMFORD. a 
Leader of the Eouse ima positi 


any statement. regarding the pros 


settlement of the seamen’s strike 
the manning-of the ships? 

-Mr. GROOM.—We are awa: 
results of meetings of the seam: 


held in each of the States, and untae 
information comes to han she shal! 


in a position | to. make. any. ant NOt 


i ment. 


VISIT OF GENERAL BIRDWOOI - 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—In view Stee 


Lae 4 


the oe cre cain pee g 


yeaele ‘of it. is a enable ae 


has one: foe ‘shee Taga feel 
eee cazida’a: will nee pay ‘th 


GOVERNMENT PUROHAS 
SHIPS. 


| Peute to ‘be ace to memb 


Bae ra, een and ‘Ro 


a : Personal i ixplamation. es, 130. 
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_— Drade with Germany. 


be he gratuity was approved by Parliament 
— some time ago. 


: - aa and r waderstond that, the 


PERSON AL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. JOWETT.—I rise to make a. per- 
sonal explanation. In the course of the 
debate on Friday last on the Commercial 
Activities Bill, I was surrounded by an 
oe ener of | antagonism because I did 


tnt 


not rise and answer questions by mem-. 


2 Be oF ihe Opposition as to whether the 
appointment of Mr. Allard as auditor in 
connexion with the Wool Pool had been 
made by the Central Wool Committee or 
_ by Sir John Higgins personally. I did 
- not make a reply to honorable members 
for the reason, however inadequate it 
_ May appear to many honorable members, 
that I was not in possession of the facts. 
* May I state now what I would have said 
on Friday had r ee aa the informa- 


Mr. SPEAKER on 
- Johnson ) —I am afraid the honorable 
member does not rightly apprehend what 
constitutes a personal explanation. He 
is new seeking to revive a debate and 
epen new matter on a subject which has 
been already before the House. He is 
hot entitled to do that under cover of a 
_ personal explanation. 


_ - Mr. JOWETT.—I ask moe to make a 
statement. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Personal statements 
should be confined to matters as to which 
an honorable member has been misrepre- 
_ sented or misunderstood. 


Mr. KELLY.—1 desire sano you, 
_ Mr. Speaker, to address a question to the 
| _ only member of the Central Wool Com- 


mittee in the House (Mr. Jowett), and 


to ask him who did Bp Mr. ek as 
, _ auditor? 


ae. Er. SPEAKER Be aa are not 
Pecnnined under our Standing Orders to 
ye addressed to members other than Min- 
isters, unless they relate to. Bills, motions, 
or other business on the notice-paper of 
which such members have charge, 


: - POYNTON. The ee of 


The arrangements were 


W. Elliot 


TRADE “WITH GERMANY. 


‘Mr. ANSTEY.—ts it a fact that the 
- Acting Leader of the Honse has informed 


Suid 


the press that we are about to resume a 


trade with Germany under licence, and 


that it is his intention to make a state- 


ment in the House regarding the matter? 


Mr. GROOM.—I have not seen, nor — 
have I authorized any announcement in 
the press stating my intention to make 
any such statement on behalf of the Go-— 
vernment, oa 


SURCHARGED CUSTOMS DUTIKS. — 
Mr. HIGGS.—I wish to ask a question 
of the Acting Leader of the House, in the 

absence of the Minister for Trade and 
I have received — 
letters from a firm in Rockhampton, 


Customs (Mr. Greene). 


e 


stating that, although they imported cer- 2 : 


tain goods on 5th March 1918, on whiek 


they paid duty, and which they hed sold 
in accordance with the cost to them, they 
received a claim on the 10th July of this 


year, fifteen months afterwards, for fur- 


ther duty on those particular goods. JT 
would like to know what is the practice — 


of the Customs Department in a to 
this matter? 


Mr. GROOM.—If the hence mo be 


ber will supply me with the papers, so 


that the specific case may be identified ; 1 


inquiries will be made into it. 


STRANDED TASMANTANS. 


‘Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—It is notified  __ 
in the press that there are between 300 
and 400 Tasmanians practically-stranded 


in Melbourne owing to the fact that they 


are not able to get shipping to their own — 


State. Is it possible for the Common- 


wealth Government to give any of these — 


people, if required by them, finan- 
cial’ aid? If not, will the Acting 


Leader of the House communicate with 
the Premier of Tasmania with a view to — 


giving assistance to these people, possibly 


through the Tasmanian Tourist Bureau? — 
Mr. GROOM.—I will see if wpb on 


ean be done in the matter. 


advice regarding delivery is 


GA ALVANIZED 1 IRON TELEPHONE 


WIRE. 


va Mer WEBSTER. —On the 17 ch ee 

the honorable member for Cowper (Mr. 
- John Thomson) asked thg following ques- 
tions :— 
1. What quantity of eae eas iron wire 
‘guitable for country and subscribers’ telephone 
lines, has been purchased or contracted for to 
be used during the year 1919-20? 

2. How much of this amount has been de- 
livered or is now on the water? 


8. What quantity is estimated as being re- 


quired to complete lines already approved in 
New South Wales? 

4. Will the Minister give similar’ informa- 
tion re copper wire, including that intended 
for trunk lines? 


ee am now able to furnish the hone aula 
: member with the following informa- 


on One hundred and eighteen tons of galvan- 
ined iron wire have been ordered, and tenders 
for a further 124 tons are now being dealt 
with. 

_ 2. Forty-four tons have been received; 10 
tons were lost at sea en route from England. 
The remaining 64 tons should now be on the 
water en route from: England, but no advice 
to that effect is to hand. 


3. Fourteen tons of Se hacaw iron wire for 


~-eountry lines. 
_ 4, (a) One hundred and iaventy: one tons of 


copper wire are on order, to be manufactured 


- at Port Kembla, New South Wales; 33 tons of 
_ bronze wire, fer subscribers’ lines, are on 
order from England; tenders for a further 
180 tons of bronze wire, for subscribers’ lines, 
are now being dealt with. (b) Ten tons of 
wire from Port Kembla are ready for test and 
delivery to Sydney; further early deliveries 
are expected; the 33 tons of bronze wire on 
order should be received at any time, but no 
to hand. (c) 
and 34 tons of 
required in New South 


Twelve tons of copper wire 
bronze wire are 
Wales, 


BASE METALS. 


Mr. GREGORY.—In view of the fact 
hat the greater number of base metal 
ines in Australia have been closed down 
wing to the heavy costs of handling, 
freights, and realization charges, will the 
Government sanction the export of ores 
subject to their being sent to approved 
w tries? : 


cou 
{1 GROOM. —If the honorable mem- 
will supply me with particulars, I 
1 have ae Ae looked into at once. 


home during the ae of ihe war 
allowed to retain ee and this 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Is_ the ‘Ministe 
for Home and Territories aware | 
alteration that has been made an the f 


date, rey ahd place of birch 


also aware that quite a number of 


Scotland, cannot state exactly the ik € 
birth ; that their cards are owe retu2 


penalty of ‘dist¥anG@usement e. 

Mr. GLYNN.—I. am aware 6 th 
alteration that has been made in t 
of the card, but EI have had no 


Moruers or Ex-N uPTIAL Sol a 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Will the . 
Minister for Defence defer the 
of the military estate of the se 
dier, Private H. Seamons, 
mother has had an opportunity of se 
him? I have spoken to the M: 
concerning this case, which 1 is a ver: 
plicated one. 
son. 


Mr. 


} 


the hot ones 
member spoke to me about this ca i 
minutes ago, I directed inquir 
made at the Defence eae l 


WISE When’ | 


ye MALONEY. aoe tle. case of Fis 


- to borrow £50 in order to refund some 
- money which had been received by her 
on account of her ex-nuptial son from 
' the Defence Department, I should like 
_ to know whether that money is to be re- 
- turned to the woman, or if she, with her 
son now dead, is to be treated in the 
future as in the. past ? 


pete 


Mr. WISE.—From what I have seen 


in the newspapers, I understand that the 

Department is inquiring into this matter. 
-I have not been able to trace the case in 
the Department, Yoecause I have neither 
names, numbers, nor other particulars. 

Dr. MALONEY.—Has the Minister 

made arrangements to treat mothers of 
_ ex-nuptial soldiers as they ought to be 
treated? The Acting Prime Minister 
(Mr. Watt) promised me that arrange- 
_ ments would be made’ ‘to treat such 
mothers in a fair way, as ordinary 
Hi mothers are treated ? 

Mr. WISE.—That question was 
Fwered about a fortnight ago in the 
House by the statement that an amend- 

ment of the Act would be necessary, but 

that in the meantime mothers of ex- 

. nuptial soldiers would be treated by the 

: Repatriation Department in the way sug- 
a 


vain 


OG PUBLIC SERVICE. 
 Posrrion or Returnep Souprers. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—Will favorable 
consideration be given to the returned 
_ soldiers who, prior to enlistment, were 
_ casually employed in the Public Service, 
--and who on their return have been rein- 
stated to their former positions, so that 
they may be entitled to accumulated 

leave? Ny 

Mr. GROOM.—I. understand that 
- something has been done in the matter of 
leave. If the honorable member will 

give notice of his question I shall have 
_ Inquiries made. 


- PERMANENT LAND SETTLEMENT. 


_ Mr. LYNCH.—In view of the great 
oY there is for permanent land set- 
tlement throughout Australia, will the 
Government afford an opportunity for 
| debating the motions on this all-im- 
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‘unfortunate mother who was compelled — 


“port that 


Pre 82. 


| District Court Martial. LOTT 


business-paper for a considerable length 
of time? 

Mr. GROOM.—I appreciate the im- 
portance of the subject, hut I am afraid 
that there are other motions for which a 
similar claim might be made, and it is 
dificult at this stage to give a conn 
promise of preference. 


DISFRANCHISEMENT OF 
SOLDIERS. 


Mr.. BRENNAN.—I desire to base a 
question, without notice, on a re- 
soldiers, on returning 
from active service, find that their names 
have been struck off the electoral rolls 
by reason of their having been out of the 
country for more than six months. Will 
the Minister for Home and _ Territories 
have inquiries made into that report, 
and see that soldiers who are absent on 
active service are not disfranchised ? 

Mr. GLYNN.—The question does not 
apply to soldiers as a class, because those 


at the Front could have voted even if © 


they were not on the rolls. There ey 
have been some cases of mistakes, and | 
shall make inquiries. 


DISTRICT COURTS MARTIAL. 
APPEALS TO THE MINISTER. 


Mr. KELLY.—A man employed at the 


Liverpool Concentration Camp as a guard 
was suddenly ‘‘fired,’’ on grounds 
which were subsequently the subject of 
conflict. 


officer who ‘‘ fired ’’? him said he was do- 


ing something entirely different, and 


ignored his claim. The man then, on 
several occasions, 
Commandant, and subsequently to the 
Minister, for a district court martial to 
consider his dismissal. Is the Assistant 
Minister for Defence aware that when a 
man appeals for a district court martial 
to the Minister, over the heads of those 
who have refused it, the Minister does 
not see the appeal, but it is dealt with 
by the officers, and a reply letter is sent 
as though the Minister had considered 
it? 

Mr. WISE.—I am not aware of the 


fact, but I shall make inquiries, and let 


the honorable member know. 


portant subject that hove oan on the 


The man claimed that he only 
did what was regularly done, whereas the © 


appealed, first to the 


ye Ss Sade eid yes ears Ba Sera Rees BeAr 


Ai 

Re 
x 
4 
: 


Mr. DETHRIDGE’ s REPoRT. 


_ Mr, TUDOR.—Is the statement in ihe 
“newspapers correct that the report of Mr. 
_ Dethridge in regard to the waterside 
workers has fbeen considered by the Go- 
 vernment,,.. and its publication postponed 
in order to obtain further information ? 


_ Mr. GROOM.—I think that Benatar 
- Millen did make an announcement to that 
_ effect. The position is that the report 
has been considered, but that certain 
- other inquiries, which are deemed neces- 
“sary, are now being made. 

“Mr. Tupor.—After that, I Suppose, we 
- shall get the report? 


‘Mr. GROOM.—At a later stage the 
Py Teport will ‘be made public. 


«BLYTHE RIVER IRON DEPOSITS. 


_ Mr. ATKINSON. —Has any report 
- been received by the Government from 
the expert sent to Tasmania to inquire 
Into the Blythe River iron deposits, and, 
_ if not, has the Government any informa- 
_ tion as to when a report is gests to come 
to hand? ' 
caer. GROOM.—I miidorsenil that a 
report is to be presented, but the Go- 


_ announcement.in regard to the matter. _ 


SALE OF POSTAGE STAMPS. 

7 Ere BAYLEY .—Last Friday I asked * 
ss the Postmaster-General a question regard- 
_. ing the commission paid on the sale of 
postage stamps, and he promised to give 
me an answer. - Has. the honorable » 
gentleman any information to give the 
House? 

- Mr. WEBSTER.—The answer is, No.. 
_ I gave the matter full consideration be- 
fore issuing the instructions, and I do 
not anticipate that any inconvenience to: 
the public will result. — gfe 


FEDERAL ELECTIONS. . 


: ie. HIGGS.—Has the Civerecane re- 
ceived the report of the Economy Board, 
and, if not, will the Acting Leader of the 
House ask the Board to inquire into the 
proposal to have an election for the House 


of Representatives this year, and a sepa- 
ate echon: Pant the ae oe next soak 


ape a 


"WATERSIDE. WORKERS. _ Mts 


_ ment is so strong that it will face the e 


~  Nte: 


vernment is not in a position to make an ~ 


- appealed to meas fair, and 


“again puts a. ‘questi on. of 
he is concerned, the. second art 
more important. 
him whether he hitched ‘it o 
Eeonomy Board, or any other 
What he really wanted to kn 


tion ai the nase of Represe nt 
He. can rest assured that the confide 
the House and the people in this” 


‘tions at the proper constitutional ti 


SHIPBUILDING. — | 
Government ConTRAcTs. — 
SPEAKER (Hon. W. 
_Johnson).—I have received fror 
le atone oer ner for. jee (Mr. 


definite matter’ of serene. ‘one imp ae 
tance, namely, “ The entering into 
tracts for the purchase of ships in « 
land by the Government witho 
hamentary authority.’? = 


Five honorable members havin 
in. their places, | 


Question proposed. 
Mr. BOYD (Henty) 
Speaker. | 
Mr. Maruews.—Is that all the sup 
port you have been able to raise? 
Mr. BOYD.—I am quite satisfio 
the number of my supporters so long 
have an opportunity to 
opinions. When I have finished 
have to say, I may have more— 
have less. However, that will not 
vent. me from saying what I inte 
say. The only doubt in my mind at 
sent is-whether this is the best met! 
test a question of this kind, bes € 
the limitation which it puts on the. 
available to honorable members 
themselves to the subject. I have 
this-way because the matter is of so mi 
epee that it should be Bes! 


‘Bd 


= 
the Rie Leader of the “Hou 
Groom) said to me that I had nm 
him very much notice. His 


I postponed the matter until + 


ss or failure of such a purchase, or 
th the ability of the Government to 
ran the concern and compete with private 


the deal. I intend, with one excep- 
tion, to confine myself to the constitu- 
- tional aspect of the question. ‘The excep- 
' tion is the statement made by the Acting 
Minister for the Navy (Mr. Poynton), 
“when announcing the purchase of these 
: ae to the House. In explaining the 
“failure of the wooden ships built in 
_ America, he made a very curious state- 
ment. He said that the Government of 
‘ is: United States had taken over con- 
trol of the yards, and were unable to 
control the building of the ships. The 
honorable member for Dalley (Mr. 
Mahony) interjected, ‘‘ Have we not a re- 
presentative there? 
and the reply was, “‘ I da not know what 
eis doing. He has been there for some 
time, and yet ships of which he was in 
charge have been delivered months ago.’ 
i ask honorable members to reflect upon 
that answer. Does it indicate the capa- 
city of the Australian Government to do 
any better than the Government of the 
= oe States in ship construction ? 
ewer: Manony. 08 this perhoslar. Go- 
Bn as 
‘uk BOYD.—Of any _ Govathment at 
. I enter my emphatic protest against 


or three representatives abroad, in en- 
tering into contracts for public ‘expendi- 
ture without first obtaining - parliamen- 
tary authority. Whether I stand alone 
in that protest,-or whether I find support 
for it, it is a principle which has always 
operated in British Parliaments, and a 


This is the second occasion on which it 
has been done. On the last. occasion, it 
was nearly two years, if my memory 
serves me rightly, before the Government 
iad to the House to justify the ex- 
. penditure of £2,080,000 incurred for the 
_ purchase. of fifteen ships. “The purchase 


war may have had. some justification, and 


B95 2. 


the House took that view; but the view 


op erating upon it today in times of 
peace. It seems to me that the fault 


Pp ab to Boal ee ‘she oct 


mterprise, or with the wisdom or folly 


What is he doing ?’’ 


a ction of the Government or of its two. to this country. 


_ very. unsafe principle to depart from. 


ee those ships whilst the country was at. 
that it took at that time appears to be | 


f om the House in being unable to open competition. 


_ Shipbuilding if . 


—y0T9 


ise eet here: its duty in times a 


war and its duty in times of peace. _ Le 


When the expenditure on those fifteen 


vessels was ratified by Parliament, there 


were very few members in the chamber. 


It was either at the end of a session, or 


when the Budget was being discussed, 3 
and very little interest was being taken 
in the proceedings. . 
that kind, when the money had been 
spent and the damage done, Parliament 
was unlikely to make any fuss about it. 


Honorable members can easily conceive — 


of a condition of affairs, if Parliament is 
going to allow this kind of thing to go 


on, when a Government in possession of 

ihe Treasury bench may enter into. coms 9 = 

tracts for the expenditure of millions—— 
Mr. Sampson.—These are millions. 


Mr, BOYD.—Of many more millions, — 


On an occasion of 


then, without consulting Parliament, ao o a 


lying on the precedents created ‘by this : 
Government to get parliamentary sup- — 
port later on, when the money has all oe 


been spent. 


“The concluding of private cones oes 
of the c:. 
public constitutes a very serious danger 
to the community. I do not care who 
the public men are, or what they are, or 
to what party they belong; to comalyde eat 
private contracts on behalf of the public 
is fraught with grave and serious danger 
There is a rule of con- — 

duct laid down for the guidance of Minis 
Tenders 
and Ministers 


by public men on behalf 


ters in the purchase of goods. 
should always be called, 
themselves generally follow that policy. 


What would a Minister say to a public 
servant who dared to buy goods withoub 
calling tenders or getting Basie fee yy 


prices ? 

Mr. JensEen.—-They have done a Te- 
peatedly i in the Navy Department. | 

- Mr, BOYD.— The honorable member. 
was Minister there. What did he say to 
them ? aye 


it. 


did so, it indicates that, in his opinion, 


the principle I am enunciating is sound, — 


and that no public servant is entitled to. 
purchase goods for the public without first 
calling for tenders and securing free_and 
ff that rule is good for 


_Mr. Jenszn.—I reprimanded them for - 


Mr. BOYD.—If the honorable member _ 


— Y{080 = Shipbuilding. 
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the public servant, it is good also for the 
Minister. The Minister, after all, is onty 
a glorified public servant, and while he is 
a servant of the public he should follow 
that good old practice. May I quote a 
saying with which honorable members are 
all familiar :— es 

How oft thie sight of means to do ill-deeds 

Makes ill-deeds done! 

Go down Collins-street, or any other 
street in Melbourne, and talk to any of 
the men you meet about this purchase. 


.. They wil all say, ‘‘Somebody must be 


making a good thing out of this.’’ That 
ig common talk. As a representative of 
the public, I say that it should not be pos- — 
sible to make these statements against 
members of Parliament, who are the 
custodians of the public weal. It should 
be impossible for the man in the street to 
charge members with having done any- 
thing that is not open and above-board. 

Mr. Keitity.—They do not charge them, 
as arule. They say these things when a 
public man is not there. 

Mr. BOYD.—In this case, they have 


been said to my face on more than one 


occasion, and I dare say they have been 


said to the honorable member. 

Mr. Keiiy.—I had it once said to my 
face about a public man, and I asked 
immediately for a charge or a withdrawal, 
and there was an immediate withdrawal. 

Mr. BOYD.—Perhaps so. When you 
face a man and ask him to prove his 
statement, no man can prove a_ thing 
that is vague and indefinite, and he 
would naturally withdraw at once. But 
the very fact that that man harbors the 
idea that public men, purporting to act 
for the Commonwealth, are entering into 
private contracts out of which some com- 
mission may be paid to some one is 

_ damaging.to the public life of Australia. 
_ Whether the suspicion be with or with- 

out foundation, that must be the result. 
I say quite freely and frankly that I do 
not believe that any public man in con- 
nexion with this deal has received the 
slightest consideration. 

Dr. Matonry.—I do not know about 
that. 

Mr, BOYD.—I do not believe that any 
. public man has gained any advantage out 
of it; but the unfortunate position is that 

I have no more authority for denying 


ae a suggestion Hien Hae ‘he ¢ man toes 
making it. On the other hand, 
where tenders are publicly invited, we 
are placed in a position of absolute in- 
dependence. In those circumstances, when — 
such a suggéstion is made one can say — 
at once, “ Public tenders were invited, 
and the lowest tender was acceptd.” 
Early in March last I heard direct 
from England that the Prime Minister — 
(Mr. Hughes) -had given authority for 
the keels of five ships to be laid down in 
a Sunderland yard. It seemed to me at 
the time to be such an outrage that I 
went direct to the Acting Prime Minister — 
(Mr. Watt) and conveyed to him my in- © 
formation. I had been told on a previous 
occasion, when speaking in this House 
against certain action taken by the Go- 
vernment, that, as a Ministerial sup- 


-_ porter, I should have gone: direct to the 


responsible Minister and have told him 
what my grievance was. On this occa- 
sion, [ followed that policy. I told the 
Acting Prime Minister of the informa- 
tion I had received, and when he asked 
my authority for it Al supplied it to him. 
The honorable gentleman said, “I know 
absolutely nothing about the matter. I he 
do not believe the statement is true, and 
I will send a cablegram to the Prime 
Minister in regard to it.” On the same 
day he despatched — a cablegram to the 
Prime Minister. I do not know that 
the Minister in charge of the House (Mr. ~ 
Groom) will permit me to read it, but, 
quoting from memory, the message Wan 
to this effect— ea 
Rumoured here that you have given autho- oe 
‘rity to lay down the keels of five ships. — m 
A reply, sent on the day that the near 
was received, was as follows:— i) 
Absolutely untrue that the Government 
have contracted to lay down any ships. 
Mr. Poynron.—That is quite correct. é 
Mr. BOYD.—Is my statement as t 
the effect of the cablegram sent to ‘the 
Prime Minister also correct ? ip OAENE, 
Mr. Groom.—Yes, and the answer you ens 
have quoted is also. correct. ut sane a, 
_ Mr. Tupor.—On what day in ‘March 
did the honorable member call on the Act-— Bia 
ing Prime Minister? : 
Mr. BOYD.—On 10th March. "When 
I was shown the cablegram from the: 7: 


ei 


yh, 


7S 


As 
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2 Sims Minister, I said’ » to the eine 
_. Prime Minister, c This is hardly a reply 
vas to your cable message. 


I did not say 
that the Governmént had contracted to 
lay down the keels of any ships. What 
I said was that a contract had been 
entered into by the Prime Minister. His 
reply is merely that the Government have 
not entered into such a contract. When 
you told me that you knew nothing at 
all about any such contract, I believed 
you, and this reply indicates to me that 
the Government haye not entered into 
such a contract.” <A fortnight or three 


weeks later, Mr. Larkin, the manager of 


the Commonwealth Line of Steam-ships, 
when speaking to some merchants in 
London, said, “The Commonwealth Go- 
vernment are not going out of the ship- 
ping business; they are going to con- 
tinue in it.” Whether it would be wise 


or not for the Government to continue 
in the business is a question which I 
shall not discuss. 


Mr. Greeory.—It is quite beside the 
‘point. 

Mr. BOYD.—Exactly. The point we 
have to consider is whether Mr. Larkin, 
as a servant of the Commonwealth, made 
‘that statement on his own responsibility. 
If he did not, then on whose authority 
did he make it? If he had no authority 
for it, was it not an extraordinary state- 


ment to come from a public servant? 


Was it not extraordinary that a public 
servant should announce a matter of Go- 
vernment policy? Surely such a state- 
ment should have come from the Leader 


- of the Government. 


_ In the course of a subsequent interview 
with the Acting Prime Minister—after 


a _ the reply from the Prime Minister had 


come to hand—I~ reminded him that, 
before we adjourned last. December, i 
had promised the Government to support 
their proposal for compulsory war loans, 
because it was necessary to obtain the 
money in order that the Commonwealth 
might pay its war debts. I reminded him 
that I had said then that I would take 
whatever responsibility attached to my 
position in voting for compulsory war 
loans, but I indicated at the time that, if 
the Government were going to squander 


millions on shipbuilding, I would have 
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to withdraw my promise of support. 
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In 
this case, two-fifths of the capital to be 
raised by the new loan which Parliament 
is to be asked to authorize is to be de. 
voted to a shipbuilding scheme, which, in — 
my judgment, may not prove to be what — 
those responsible for it think it will be. 

Mr. Lyncu.—The money could not be | 
spent in a better way. 

Mr. BOYD.—A success was made o 
the first Government venture in purchas- 


‘ing fifteen vessels, but that was at a. time 


when we were short of tonnage. We were 
then in the middle of the war, and it was 
absolutely necessary ‘that we should 
secure. all the tonnage available. But 
were the vessels so purchased used to 
carry our produce to London? As a 
matter of fact many of them were en- 
gaged in foreign trading to make a profit. © 
The producers of Australia did not re-— 
ceive the benefit of that deal, but because 
of the success which attended it, we are 
now to enter into this further scheme. 
The whole action of the Government re-- 
minds me of the position of a man who 
indulges in punting at Flemington. He 
backs several winners, makes a lot of 
money, and finally ‘‘ plunges’’ on the 
last race; but the horse on which he 


places all his money breaks its neck, and a 
the man has to walk home ‘‘stony.”’ | 


Mr. Yates. —The Commonwealth will 
never “‘ go broke.’’ It could raise many 
millions for the war, and it is not likely 
to ‘f go broke.’ ; 

Mr. BOYD.—Such a contingency is 


possible, and _this would not be the first : é 


country to ‘‘go broke.’ 

I accept. without reservation the Prime 
Minister’s denial that on the date when 
he replied to the Acting Prime Minis- 
ter’s message, the Government had not 
contracted to lay down these ships; but 
will the Minister in charge of the House 
inform me ‘when the contracts with 
Vickers and Beardmore were entered into. 

Mr..Groom.—At a much later date. 

Mr, BOYD.—I should lke to know 
now while I am speaking on what date 
those contracts were entered into. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson ).—Order! The Minister cannot 
under the rules of debate interrupt 
the honorable member’s speech to inter- 
pose with a speech of his own. 


W. Elliot 
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11082 Shipbuildung. 
Mr. BOYD.—The question is impor- 
tant. I am under the impression that 


these contracts were entered into when 
this House was actually sitting. If that 
impression is correct, then honorable 
members have been absolutely flouted by 
the Government. 

| Sir Rosert Brest.—The Minister should 

give us the dates. 
Mr. Groom.—I intend to do so. 


Mr. BOYD.—The only reason that the’ 


Government could have had for not con- 
suiting Parliament with regard to the 
building of these ships is that they feared 
Parliament would not sanction the pro- 
ject. 

Mr. Rivey.—TI think that the Parlia- 

ment would have sanctioned it. 

Mr. BOYD.—It might have done. 1 
shall not argue that pomt. My view is 
that the Government failed to consult 
Parliament because they feared that the 
necessary authority would not be forth- 
coming. The Government practically. said 
to themselves, ‘‘ We will take the risk 
just as we did before.’’ 

Mr. Keiiy.—Is this not a possible ex- 
‘planation: that if they had given any 
_ publicity to their proposal the Shipping 
Ring would have got busy with the ship- 
building companies and stopped the 
carrying out of the order for the building 
of vessels for the Commonwealth? 

Mr. BOYD.—I do not think’ so. 
There are too many ship-building yards 
to permit such a thing to be done. 

Mr. Arcuipatp.—The Shipping Ring 
is fairly strong. 

Mr. BOYD.—I grant that. If the Go- 
vernment had obtained the consent of the 
Parhament for this project, they could 
have gone into these negotiations happy 
in the knowledge that they had_ full 
authority for their action. Many 
schemes are entered upon after parlia- 
mentary sanction has been obtained, and 
public tenders are invited. Had parlia- 
_Mentary authority been given in this 
ease, that is the way in which the Govern- 
ment shculd have proceeded to obtain 
these , vessels. 

Tf this action be approved without 
demur the Government may say at some 
later date, ‘‘ There was no fuss over the 
last’ ship- purchase scheme. which we en- 
cae upon without parliamentary con- 

; let us buy a fleet of twenty mail 


steamers ata cost of, say, £1,000,000- 
éeach.’’ In such circumstances, there 
would be absolutely nothing to prevent 
them from taking that stand, beleving 
that honorable members in their docility — 
would, agree with anything they did. 


Mr. 
member think that the 
should own any steam-ships? 


Mr. BOYD.—I do not think that the 
Commonwealth Government can, im 
normal times, run a fleet of steam-ships 
mm. competition with private. enterprise. 
In this. case we have been treated as if 
we were mere cyphers. Perhaps we are. 
I. should like to know why those mem- — 
bers of the Parliament who are not.in the 
Ministry recerve an allowance of £600 a — 
year. The country is paying 111 mem- 
bers of Parliament £600 a year to do ab- 
solutely nothing, because those sitting on - 
the Treasury bench are under the impres- 
sion that they can carry on the affairs of 
the Commonwealth without our  assis- 
tance, and, as a matter of fact, they do 
BO | 

Mr. Pace.—And Ministerial 
porters let them do so. 

Mr. BOYD.—1I have tried on iwe or 
three occasions to put a stop to such ac- 
tion, but the honorable member’s sup- 
port has not been forthcoming. The — 
habit of power of any kind breeds in- 
tolerance and inequality. In the case of 
Ministers, 
the War Precautions Act, which was en- 
acted for the safety of the realm. War 
seems to have dulled the edge of our 
sense - of responsibility. There was 
on the part. of honorable members a fear _ 
that, whilé the war was in existence, any- 
thing which we might do contrary to the 
exact wishes of the Government might 
jeopardize the successful prosecution — of 
the war, and consequently -we did — 
nothing then, and have done nothing 
since. The power to protest against un-_ 
constitutional action seems to have de- 
parted from us. 
ture has grown up in the Government a 
spirit. of intolerance. ‘They are intolerant 
of either criticism or objection to their 
conduct. I think the Government regard 
Parliament’ as a*kind of excrescence—as 
an irritating and unnecessary incubus 
upon their administrative actions They — 


Government — 


oe 


Warxins.—Does. the honorable — 


that habit has grown under = 


Coeval with that depar- 


nk oy ean ier slong very well with-— 
out us, and do not see why we should 
e consulted or considered in any way. 
‘The only purpose for which we have been 
paid since the War Precautions Act has 
_ been in existence has been to talk. 
_ Mr. Warxins.—And vote money. 
~ Mr. BOYD.—Quite so. It seems to 
_ me that Parliament has been tied up to 
the talking stake. According to an old 
_ #rench proverb, - the om browses where 
= ‘is tethered.’”  — 
Mr. Ketty. —Why decry Parliament ? 


 Mr- BOYD.—Because the fault rests 
_ with the Parliament: for allowing the Go- 
_vernment to do this thing. 

Mr. Ketty.—The Parliament has. not 
2% allowed the Coe cment to do anything 
_ of the kind. 
Be Mr. BOYD.—TIf this Parliament were 
_ meeting under normal peace conditions, 


ing the war, and if it understood its re- 
oe - sponsibilities, the Government would be 
_ removed from office for an action of this 
kind; but Parliament seems to be infected 
with sleeping sickness. 
yim and snap have departed from. our 
. erica life. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—The honorable member is 
all right. 

“Mr BOYD.—When T listen to the hon- 
rable member, I think the death rattle is 
in this Parliament’s throat. Such is the 
condition into which Parliament has de- 
-  génerated that the people might well say 
_ with Milton, “I will fetch him hence and 
solemnly attend with silent obsequy and 
funeral train.’ 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Tones Mine. 
ter for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) 

House to take a_ brief retrospective 
lance at the. position of the world 


: Me im regard to shipping. Honorable 
oa members know well the war neces- 
- gities which. compelled the Prime 


_ Mimister (Mr. Hughes) to purchase: ‘the 
_. Austral line ef ships, a course which sub- 
- sequent events more than: amply justified. 

They know, also, the trouble that arose 
as the war progressed, owing to the sink- 


intensification of the shipping shortage all 
over the world. The Penh became. such 


instead of being a Parliament elected dur- 


All the old vigour, new enterprise, 
continent like Australia, which is ~de- | 
‘pendent for its 
on the export of primary producis, 


Shipbuilding X 


[4.6] >I ask the 


ing of shivs by enemy action, and the . 


a Shipbuilding. | 


‘that we in ee a4 had to. seriously con- 


sider how we could help the primary pro- 


‘ducers to export their products, and help — 
ourselves by importing those things which — 
About the 12th July, 


were necessary. 
1917, the Prime Minister made a state- 


“1088 | 


ment to the House, pointing out the 


necessity for Australia to take some action » ce 


to promote local shipbuilding in order to 
meet the necessities of our situation. In 


addition to encouraging local building, 
steps were taken to have vessels com- — 
structed for us in the United States of 
Boats of any kind were being 


America. 
bought at the highest possible rates, irre- 


spective of speed and tonnage; and acting on 

' wisely, I believe, the Government made 

certain contracts for the building of — 
wooden ships in the United States of ~ 

| Now that the war is over, those _ 
not suitable for normal re-. 

quirements; but had we possessed them 


America. 
vessels are 


during the war, they would have rendered 
invaluable service to Australia. 
ment approved of the action of the Go- 
vernment in. starting - shipbuilding im 
Australia. That was an 
and. 40 an 


national 
an essential industry. 


yards were started at Williamstown; 
the Government of New South Wales ‘were 


encouraged to undertake shipbuilding at : : 


Walsh Island; and the Commonwealth 


also utilized the plant at. Cockatoo Island. 
Six vessels were put in hand, each of 
Three of these have been 
launched : they are a credit to Australia, 
and give promise of the establishment of — 


5,500 tons. 


a permanent shipbuilding industry in the 
Commonwealth. Contracts for fourteen 
other vessels were placed, some with 


rivate. firms throughout the Common- 
p . 


wealth. Later, the 
cided to acquire larger 
orders . were. -placed | 
four ships of 12,800 tons each. That 
shipbuilding programme will occupy two 
and. a-half years; but we realized that 
even that would not. give us all the boats 
which we ought to have. 
sary, therefore, to supplement that scheme 


Government de- 
vessels, and 


by obtaining ships in the Old Country 


if we could. Honorable members: are 


Parlia- 


entirely 
island 


prosperity us 


in Australia for. 


Tt was neces-_ 


1 
ab? & 
ne 

chy 

: 

i 


Rar SBtice eae 
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aware that since the restoration of peace 
_ there has arisen 


a tremendous demand 


all over the world for shipping. High 


prices are offered for ships of every kind. 


sult of the great war? 


spirit. 


‘All the vards in Great Britain are work- 


ing at their fullest capacity, and endea- 
vours are being made to start new ship- 
building enterprises. Were we in Aus- 
tralia to remain idle, and do nothing for 
our new nation that had in reality just 
come into international being as the re- 
The Government 
felt that they were under an obligation 


to do something to meet our necessities. 


The honorable member 
(Mr. Boyd) stated that 
conversation with the 


for Ilenty 
he had a 


Acting Prime 


Minister (Mr. Watt), who had given 


him certain assurances. Wilhat- the 
Acting Prime Minister told the honor- 
able member was true in letter and in 
Neither the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) nor anybody acting in his be- 
half, nor the Government in Australia, 


had entered into any contract for the pur- 
chase of ships at that date; but some 
time later the Government did try to get 


possession of certain boats of a large 


type. 


- Mr. Ropcers.—On what date? 
Mr, GROOM.—About April of this 


year; but owing to the large demand for 


ny shipping, and the delay that took place 


i tenders would ‘have been absolutely hope- 
Jess. 


in accepting the opportunity that was 


presented, those vessels were lost to us. 
Towards the end of June, or the be- 
ginning of July, we were afforded an 
opportunity. of obtaining other ships 
from Vickers and Company, and, sub- 


sequently, two more from Beardmore. 
Such is the exceptional demand for ship- 


ping in the Old World that it is impos- 
sible to get from any British firms quota- 
tions for shipbuilding. Calling for 


The only thing we could do was to 


- Jook about, and take advantage of L258) 


- reasonable and just opportunity which 
_ presented itself. 
for Henty says that we ought to have 
_ brought the matter before the House, 


The honorable member 


and. obtained parliamentary sanction bes 


fore taking action. 


Responsibility for 


7 the course pursued by the Government 
rests, not with the Prime Minister, or 


ri 


with both of the Ministers abroad, but 


. REPRESENTATIVES, 1 


_ Shipbuilding. 


with the. whol Cabinet.” Rete we , gladly 
‘take it upon ourselves. 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—Cabinet must 
take the responsibility. 

Mr. GROOM.—My point is that this 
purchase was carried out with the know: 


ledge and approval of Cabinet. 


Mr. Boyp.—When ? 

Mr. GROOM.—The contract with 
Vickers was signed on or about the 4th 
July of this year. 


Mr. Boyp.—The House was sitting a 
the time. 
Mr. GROOM.—That is so. On 17th 


July authority was given for the purchase 
of other boats from Beardmore. 

Mr. Kertity.—When did Ministers in 
Australia associate themselves with this 
purchase ? 


Mr. GROOM. o We have been eee 


ated with it all through the transaction. 


Cables passed between Cabinet and the  — 


Prime Minister. Ministers in Australia 
were conversant with the facts, and accept 


full responsibility for the action Bec was AG 


taken. 


Mr. Hiees.—The Government gave the 


Prime Minister a blank cheque. 

Mr. GROOM.—We did not. 
orable member has already heard me 
make a statement to the contrary. Cabi- 
net knew what it was doing, and took 
action with a full sense of responsibility. 


The Government could not submit the 


proposals to the House and await for 
parliamentary sanction. We had either 


to act promptly or lose the opportunity: begs 


altogether. 

Mr. Sampson.—Would it not have been 
possible to get options over these ships 
pending the obtaining of ane 
authority ? 


Mr. GROOM.—It would have been 
utterly hopeless to have attempted to do — 


that. 
Mr. Ketity.—Was any ate made 
to do it? 


Mr. GROOM.—On a previous occasion 
an ofter of ships was before the Govern- 
ment; there was a slight delay in con- 


The hon- o : 


seine 
ry 


ar) 


sidering it, and owing to the great a Z 


mand for ships the opportunity was lost. 

I remind honorable members of the re- 
sponsibility placed upon the Government 
of securing proper and sufficient tonnage — 
for the export of our primary Pe 


a inUAS. 


ng Lines.” : 
ference are of fee ak impo rtance os 
Australia, and neither the ‘Government: 
nor ‘Parliament can overlook that fact. 
— Combinations in shipping are not of re- 
: cent growth. Even before the war they 
were becoming an Empire problem of 
very serious import. During the war 
tonnage was greatly reduced, and on the 
declaration of peace the ‘Shipping | Confer- 
‘ence developed and: consolidated to a re- 
‘markable extent. ‘The Conference lines 


comprise the jf ollowing:— 


Gross. . 


given periods to the effect that they have 


- those controlled by the. Conference. 


- pelled by the Conference to toe the mark. i 


‘Shipping was short all over the world. 
What vessels were available for ee 8 . 


_ Shipbuilding firms in the United: King ~ 
-dom were building vessels as fast as they 


ats register. 
Peninsular hrs Oriental Steam 23s 
~ Navigation Company. ce = 00,020 
athe Mail Steam Packet Com: eet 
“pany 16/5, 696 
; Cunard ‘Steam-ship “Company = 
Limited os pee ea 956 
ale Withy, and Company 
d xe “1, 084, 927 
erman Group 913,116 
fred. Holt and Couiias « "BBG, 427. 
AUP and J Harrison - 283,301 
‘Total es - 6,887;443 


jority of Paces companies have one 
lines: ict to. Australia.” 


ie 
Se, 
Ae 


ae Government Peete to deal. 
‘shipping, oe Owen, Cox. 


: Saat but I am deal- 
problem. which Australia has — 
“Binds that list of Conference 
lines was prepared a Japanese line and 
the-Eastern and Australian Company 
ve been added. Let the House con= 
ler what that shippi ng monopoly means 
the producers’ and the” Ssxporters of 
rimary produce. - , 
r. Borvp.—Did fhe Government hope, 
_ with their five ships, to beat that combi- 

ont? 
. ; GROOM, —Not. with arly the ae 


Saline sete wall have a eoscidarale: 
ect upon shipping freights. Nobody 
a, better than does the honorable - 
os ON the Conferenco eee in 


could. We could not successfully 
call for.tenders. It was impossible — 
to get quotations without ‘consider- — 
able delay. It was our obligation 


~ 


market on fair terms, 
portunity came there was only one ste 


—s 


action was taken? 


Ne 


Hk 


_ entered: into, 
ago that the House practically adopted. 


‘That is an illustration of the operations — 
_ of this Combine. 


- the. Hotise that these obligations had been © ae 


Sicuidensihs = oe 


ceystetii, nen hich “shippe PS Ale | 
pelled to sign a declaration at Ke end of 


not shipped any eargo. by vessels” outside Pe 
shall mention to the House an Ulustration 
of how even Governments may be com- 


The Government » of — Victoria booked 
a certain amount of space on the 
Commonwealth ship Bulla, but owing to 
the fact that they were notified that fs 
might lose a considerable sum of money 
in. deferred rebates, they withdrew the 
shipment from the Commonwealth. line. 


*. 3 
oe 


T have shown ‘the ee S 
cumstances which faced the Government. — 


were under the control of a: Combine. 


to do our best to enable our exporters anc 
“primary producers to get their produce: to 
and when the op 


possible for Ministers. We were in com- 
munication with the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hnghes), and acting completely in unison 
with him; and in othe fulfilment of the 
trust imposed. on us, we felt it our duty 
to approve. these contracts; and be “pres. 
pared to accept the responsibility, ~ 

Mr. Fowrur.—Why did not the Govern 
ment acquaint Parliament immediatel 


at 


Mr. GROOM. __The 


- Minister (Mr. 


etine ‘Oreos 
Watt) informed honor a5 
able members that the Acting Min a 
ister for the Navy (Mr. Poynton) — 

would make a statement at an early — 
date, and last week that Minister informed — 


ute 
oy 


Ii was only a few days. 


the policy put forward in the Ministerial — 


Beaters: which contained the follows ie an 


ing 

Daring the ae “year the shipbailding 
policy of the Commonwealth has been ener- 
- getically Bureteds: Two steel vessels have been 


1 abe — Shipbualding. 
Mi cicied in Australia, ten more are ier 
~~ eonstruction, and contracts have been entered 
~ into for another ten. The contracts for wooden 
ships in Australia have, for the most part, been 
eancelled. It is the intention of the Govern- 


similar ships built on the Pacifie coast of 
America. The policy of the Government is to 
continue the Commonwealth Line of Steamers, 
and to build larger and faster vessels for our 
_ oversea trade, so that the producers of our 
exportable primary products shall be assured 
satisfactory shipping facilities at reasonable 
rates. Negotiations in this direction are at 
present in progress. 


The information members wanted was 
embodied in that paragraph. The Go- 
vernment have merely given effect to 
a policy which has been adopted not only 
by the House, but by Australia. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.24]—The 


_- Minister (Mr. Groom) has not answered 
~ the honorable member- for Henty (Mr. 


_ Boyd). That honorable member did 
not attack the wisdom or otherwise 
of the Commonwealth ewning a_ line 
«of steamers. He ~ ‘said nes the — 
only question under discussion was 
_ whether the Government have the 
right to enter into contracts on be- 


half of the people of Australia without 
_ submitting them to’ Parliament. That 
- question the Government have failed s#0 
-- answer. 

Mr. Groom.—I answered it fully. 


_ they do not answer more fully other ques- 
tions that will be put to them they will 
have absolutely nothing to submit to: the 
2. people. 
po Mr; 

'] stained, 


Mr. 


Corsrr.—No option could be ob- 


TUDOR.—That is absurd. Such 


war, but they do“not obtain to-day. Par- 
liament was sitting when these contracts 
with Vickers and “Beardmore were com- 
pleted. There is a difference between the 
purchase of the fourteen or fifteen ships 


just entered into. 
- Mr. Picotr.—The honorable ree 
_ did not give the House any information 
fey any regard to those ships. 
EN, Mr. TUDOR.—Full 
given. 3 


information was 


, 


ment, when opportunity offers, to dispose of 


S Mr. TUDOR.—When Ministers are be- 
fore the people at the next election, if. 


» 


conditions may have applied during the 


when we were at war, and the iNET aChs 


honorable member to contradict me ina | 
) parrot- -like fashion. The information - was 


fight the Ring—if they were able to do it. 


‘the time Mr. Larkin made his statement, 
_ Why did they not make it? : 


Boyd) sae exception are ne thre to 


pur pat Ye was hor 


TUDOR.—It is useless 


Lat: Yr. 
Mr. 


given to the House. ,J am heartily Toe o 
accord with what the Minister has said 
in regard to fighting the Combine, but I — 
agree with the honorable member for = 
Henty that when an announcement is ct 
of policy has to be made it should 
come from a Minister, and not “ 
from a public servant. In March last we. 
were told by Mr. Larkin, a very estimable __ 
man, and a very good servant of the Com. x 
monwealth, that the Government did not 
propose to withdraw their ships—with : 

which I am in accord—and were going to_ 


However, that was a statement which — ; 
should have been made by a Minister.. 

Would the. Minister for the Navy permit — 
Mr. Macandie to put him aside and set out 
the policy of the Naval Department? Or 
would the Treasurer. allow Mr. Collins to 


(Sir eae Coy were in England at 


‘Poyrntron.—As ‘a matter of. fact, — 
long before the statement was made by 
‘Mr. Larkin, I informed the House that Bee 
we intended to continue in the shipping | eee 
business. a2 oo 
- Mr. Ropegzrs.—The Coininonweahies ome 
Steam-ship line is not ves legally consti- ; 
tuted. in 

Mr. TUDOR.—The money nae eae 
voted by Parliament in the Estimates, and 
no exception has been taken to the Com- 
monwealth being | ecommitted.to a i ed 
of shipbuilding in Australia. | Gon: 

Mr. Boyn. —Hear, hear] 4. 

Mr. 


Mr. 


the honorable Pee for Henty ‘a 


20,000.tons burden. On Thursda 
the Acting Minister for the ae 


Poynton) gave us details — 
to all the: other vessels, 
Re So Xgl 


ete ony 
ree Files 


aout Maas egand to. liste Whee 


= “one ; 
cre Parliament allows Ministers to enter 


2 into contracts for five ships, ~ costing 
. ~ about £2,000,000, without a knowledge of 
‘the details of the vessels, the purchase of 
Aue Shaw Wireless Works will be only 

é a circumstance compared with what. this 
; i transaction may turn out to be. I dis- 
— agree with the honorable member for 
Henty on the question of the advisability 

of the Commonwealth owning a line of . 


steamers, and.as to fighting the Combine. 


~~ of ship-owners, but I am in accord with 
him when<he says that public tenders 
should be called now for the none of 

these vessels. — > 
Mr. Hector Lamonp.—If we ae until 


we get the result of those tenders, 1t will. 


| bea very long time before we establish a 
* Commonwealth line of steamers. 
_. -» Mr. TUDOR.—I know nearly as’ much 
¢ about shipbuilding as the honorable mem- 
: ber does. 2 
‘My. Hector LaMonp. _The Honorable 
% “member's statement. shows exaeily how 
much he does know. 


Mr. TUDOR. —I know that the posi- 


; . tion to- day is differentgfrom what it was 


- during the war. The. lonorable member 
iy for Henty is right in saying that many 
honorable: members who were returned at 
the last election~are blind-folded sup- 
Gee of the Government, and that they 


are prepared to condone any offence Min-. 


_isters may commit. 
_._-Mr. Laren Surru.— We are a bit freer 
oe “now than, we were under the honorable 
_ member’s Government: 
Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
has never voted against the Government 
on any matter—not even on an amend- 
ment to a Bill. When the honorable 
- member for Grey (Mr. Poynton), as a 
private member, brought forward an 

amendment on a War Loan Bill to repeal 
_ the exemption of the holders of war loan 
__ bonds from payment of income tax, he 
os _ was supported from this side‘of the House, 
a _ but we were told that it was an absurd 

proposal. Yet, within six months, when 
; cE the Government brought down that: very 
amendment as a Ministerial pr Oposal; hon- 


Laas. eo 4 
F 


ae were found voting for it. 
m . pas had more subservient followers 


0 Govern-- 


Vt ie pee tee Vie Be) Sa LDL OS ie ee es A, Ae ta 
ial ti Ai aS. Se et ae: f 
aes 


Shipbuilding 


Avot are to be os sitting behind — 
Ministers to-day. 

The honorable member fe ana 
marsh (Mr. Archibald) said that right 
should be done on every occasion. Right 
should be done in this ease.  Ten- 
ders should be called for these vessels. 
Unless that is done, and unless the fullest 
daylight is let in, we shall be opening the 
door to fraud and corruption. The hon- 
orable member for Henty says that it is 
even now said in es oo street. and other 
places 

Dr. MaronryIt is being | said all o over 
the eity of Melbourne. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not ae where it 


is said; but this Parliament should keep 


itself clear. It is the duty of every hon- 
orable member to.see that in connexion 
with every contract on behalf of the Go- 
vernment we keep clear of any sugges- 
tion or implication of fraud or ¢orrup- 
tion. Every one here will admit that if 
business of this kind were transacted in 
Australia through a private firm, tenders 
would be called “and the price stated. 

Mr, ArcuipaLp.—So it ought to be. 

Mr. TUDOR.—And it ought to ‘be the 
ease in all contracts oversea. 

Mr. Arcureatp.—The sendiane are 
different, and the honorable member 
ought to have sense enough to know it! 

Mr. TUDOR.—I do not think that the 
honorable member is an Re on 
sense. 

Mr. Arcuipatp.—Heaven help 1 me ip T 
have mot more than the honorable mem- 
ber. 


ought to have a lot of sense, because I 
haveenever known him use any inside the 
House or outside. Parliament was sit- 
ting when these contracts were entered 
into, but we did not know anything of 
them until questions were asked by 
various members. This business has 
been going on for over three months; and 
unless we decide that tenders must be 


called in the case’ of any large expendi- - 


ture of money, we shall be giving up 
our rights as a Parliament. 

I regret exceedingly that the time 
allotted for the discussion of a motion of 
this kind is not sufficient to enable us to 
do justice to the question. 


It might have 


ON 
* 


# 


Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable fieieuae ee 
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. 


« responsible. 


Shipbuilding < 


been better if the Venerable gee oe 


Henty had taken another course, though 


I do not suggest that he should move a 
no-confidence motion. 
Mr. Boyp.—Look at the trouble I eo 


into the last time I did a thing like that! ~ 
Mr. TUDOR.—So long as the honor-. 


able member is. doing what he believes to 
be right, he should ‘not worry about the 
trouble. 

Mr. Larrp Smiru.—Are you not glad 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Fiughes) is not 
here? ™ 


ts IEDOR- 11 am noi<it the fae 
able member thinks. I am BE of the 


Prime Minister he is “barking up the 
wrong tree,’ for I have always had the 


courage of my opinions as against those 


of that gentleman. The honorable mem- 
ber for Henty is on the right track in call- 
ing attention to this gross abuse of power 
on the part of Ministers in entering into 
contracts without giving Parliament an 
opportunity to discuss them. 

Mr. KELLY. (Wentworth) [4.37].— 
The honorable member. for Henty (Mr. 
Boyd) is to be commended for having in- 
troduced-this subject, but I do not go so 
far as the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Tudor) in the conclusion he draws from 
the position. The duty of the Govern- 
ment, apart altogether from constituting 
and % ‘creating policy, is to interpret the 
- policy of the Parliament.to which it is 
*It is undoubted to me, and 
it is quite clear, I think, to ‘honorable 
members on both sides, that this House 
is in-favour of a continuation of the Go- 
vernment sea-freight scheme, That seems 
to me a perfectly fair statement of the 
position. It might, therefore, be 
held to be the duty of the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) when in Eng- 
land to give effect to that view with the 
best means at his disposal. 
of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) has said, 
not only that the Prime Minister should 
‘have called for tenders, but that he should 
eall for tenders now. +It is all very. well 
-to hold that narrow view, and I am not 
going so far as to say that that-could not 


have been done, but the Leader of the Op-. 


“position, from his long administrative ex- 
perience, must know that the cost of pre- 
paring vendors 1 in. a matter of this kind is 


se eee 


is clear to everybody 
try. I say, wifhout hesitation, that the - 
shipping constructors in England are not 


The Leader | 


.I look on‘ the matter as a very ‘serious 


of whether or not tenders could have been — 
called depends on whether the persons — 
asked to tender had or had not enough - 


le ne Ecco o.. 


work to keep them busy. I do. not know & i = 


that any person here is in a’ position to 
say whether the yards in England are 


overworked or not. 


‘Mr. Ritzy.—They are overstocked with 
orders. 

Mr, KELLY.—_If they are oxersiockad 
with orders it would have been a 
piece of. 
to- put ‘in , tenders. 
ther phase of . this 
is worth consideration. The Leader — 
of the Government (Mr. Groom) in re- 
plying to the mover of the motion, very 


carefully stressed the enormous size and 


importance of the great combination of — 


shipping companies to. which the Com- ie 


monwealth Government’s project was, in— 
some minor degree, perhaps, a threat. It 


is. quite patent to everybody that these 
shipping companies do regard the Com- | 


menwealth Government’s action -as a. 
threat, and. they ‘would use. any — 
means at their disposal to ee 
that threat evé® consummating; that 
in this 


idle nonsense to ask them 2 . 
There is ano- . 
question which  — 


coun- _ 


likely to pay much attention to a new. oe Zz 
business ordering 90,000 tons of shipping — = 


if by so doing they would offend the ee 
combination that aims, not at~ 90,000 — 
tons, but at the rehabilitation of the” 


+ world’s shipping, and with millions of tons ~ 


of orders always in their yards. If ee 
combination-had gone to Vickers, or any 


other big company, and said that, if the os 


<2 


eo 


company built those ships for the Com- = 


monwealth, 
from the combination, what would be the 
position of the company?  It- certainly — 
would not have taken any order from ‘the ” 
Commonwealth of Australia. 


There. are many ‘sides to every. ose 


tion, but I am giving what, to my mmd, 
is a very fair statement. of the position. 
I undoubtedly think that the right of — 


it would not get any orders  —_ 


wel PRES 
noo 


this Parliament to be the custodian of the — 


publie purse has been, whether. justified _ 
by circumstances or not, disregarded ; and 


one. es I do not think that this House 


‘answer for their stewardship. ~ 
_I am glad the honorable member for 


_ move the adjournment of the House; but 
we would be going too far if, having 
made a protest ~ cag “this” inroad. on 


parte conclusion on, perhaps, the speech 
of the Leader of ‘the. Opposition | (Mr. 
[udor), , whose business it is to be a pro- 
cer of the public peace in this place. 


n our behalf. 
gest, however, 


f one statement he made, which was cer- 
ily a considerable. surprise to me. 
When I first saw the statement in the 
‘newspapers: that these ships were to be 

ight, ‘I saw one of the Ministers in 
gard to it. As the conversation was not 


oo 6 me. ~ What T Ee him 


Syare: ee cat ame freights but 
"there is a constitutional and an uncon- 
_ stitutional way of doing things, and Par- 
Hiament should be first asked- before large 


ey 


~ sums of money are expended,” The Min- 


‘eame to the conclusion that he aid not 
know then what had been done. I was 


Leader of the Government (Mr. Groom). 


the. Prime ‘Minister (Mr.° Hughes), , but 
. inisters here had been hand in glove i in 


“particular business. There is one 


Sees med 0 


2 Seer for us. Habe Retieied to 


Henty took the earliest opportunity to 


fea going too far, I o2 if we 


that ‘the one 


‘ ane chances are saree all Aus-_ 


ster agreed with me, and, beyond that, I: 
shall not disclose what. Ke said; Pak 


ade his statement to-day. that not only 


y @o clear the ere and that is by’ 
f the Government lay- 


ion he able of the ee ab ie 
earliest moment, all the messages that 


have passed between the Government and _ 


deal. 


the. delegation ‘abroad: respecting this 
If that be done, I shall be amply - 

and utterly satisfied, and the Hous 

should be satisfied and content to wait 


patiently until, in a few weeks, the Prime 


Minister returns: to give his personal ac- 


~aequire shipping for Australia need not 


_ without the eanciOn of Parliament. 


r of the . House (Mr. Groom) 
ht be able- verve easily to satisfy 
the — Chamber as to ~the — accuracy © 


the purchase of the Suez Canal shares 


under that impression until the Acting . 


™ 


in England. Personally, I cannot under-— ste 


a of his stewardship. 


. WEST (East Sydney) [4. 45] Moye 
on approve of the action of the how | 
orable member for Henty (Mr. Boyd) Sie 
bringing up this subject on a motion for 
the adjournment of the House, for, had oe 
he not done so, it would have devolved. : 
on some other honorable member to take — - 
the step. The merits of the proposal to 


be debated now, for the question before 
us is simply the constitutional question = 
of the right of the Prime Minister, or 
any other. Minister, to incur expenditure _ 

The i 
only parallel case of which I know was — 


by Lord Beaconsfield; and it will be tee x 
membered that, although the possession” 
of these shares was considered of vital — — 
importance to the nation, the British © 
Parliament condemned - that statesman 
for purchasing them without its sanction, 
It appears as though, not only the Com- 
monwealth Parliament, but the? State 
Parliaments in Australia, are forgetting cS 
their responsibilities to the people; and, — 
under the circumstances, it is no wonder 
that the community generally do not. pay ee 
proper respect to parliamentary institu- — 
tions. In all the Constitutions granted to — 
Australia there is preserved the right. oe 
Parliament to sanction expenditure; in- 
deed, in the early days, the Legislative ae 
Councils, or Upper Chambers, were not 
given any volce in the expenditure <i) egg 
public money. However, at present, Par- ave 
lament has to sit idly by while Ministers ~~ 
of the Crown enter into contracts of this 
kind without consulting the Parliament 
to which they are responsible, although it 
is quite evident that, some weeks ago, the 
Government could have given us infor 
mation in regard to what was being done 


stand why. the Government: should show ee 


ge, a 


ministration. No previous ‘Common- 
wealth Government have ever so with- 
held information from Parliament, and I 
am afraid that the day is not far ‘distant 
when we shall regret the fact. The 
liberties of the people depend on the con- 
stitutional control by Parliament. So — 
long as | dm a member of the House I 
shall oppose the relegation of any of the 
- authority of Parliament to any indivi- 
dual Minister or member. 

Mr. Poynron.—I do not remember 
your voice being raised in protest when _ 
the Prime Minister bought ships without 
: the authority of Parliament. 


® Mr. WEST.—An interjection of that - 
kind will not assist the Acting Minister 
for the Navy to save his face at the next 
election. He knows that before the Prime 
- Minister took action members generally’ 
were aware of what was to be done. The 
country was at war when those ships were 
~ bought. 
now. The Government are starting to 
build a fleet with the war virtually at:an 
~ end. There is no analogy between the 
two cases, and the Acting Minister for the 
N avy is simply making himself ridiculous 
in the eyes of the intelligent electors of 
_ Australia. 
to the unconstitutional manner in which 
the publie funds are being spent. Until 
the members of the House awake to a 
sense of their responsibilities in regard to 
the finances, I am afraid the people out- 
side will have a very poor opinion of 
them. It is not Parliament as an institu- 
tion, but the creatures who occupy seats 
in Parliament, that are being condemned 
by the people outside. The institution of 
- Parliament still stands high in the -esti- 
mation of the people. It is those in 
tims power, and those who are the principal. 
moving spirits behind the men in power, 
_ with whose conduct of affairs the people of 
oe Australia are not satisfied. I hope what 


¥ 


‘ Be iter of this country. One of our 
chief complaints as an Opposition has 
been the method of expenditure on the 
part of the Government. 


in regard to certain Bills before the 


ais secrecy regarding ‘their Her a Vie 


‘institutions, . 


great whether the 
Fl, 000 or £10,000,000. 


to neglect the duty of nae 


The position is vastly different . 


I rose to assert my opposition ‘ 


4 has taken place will be the means of wak-. 3 


Their actions. 
of the oes that, ante : 


a hone poeta e aes run “au 
3 and | have aae 
Ananbial matters. In a 
kind, the crime is eq 
amount 
Parliame 
contrel has Pheer. so. loose, and mem- 
bers haye been SO indifferent to what 


of 
of this 


Bide. that the. Government. have pot info. 
the habit of spending money in this ee . 
They began ‘with hundreds and thou- — 
sands; then they Ae inta hundreds ( 


a Peitien ee now they ans 
millions. ving whe 
is going to end. . The representa 
the people in Parliament have - 


and-by. 


Mr. WEST.—My voice will jie 
raised in Parliament to prevent the .u: 
born generations from being punished f 
the sins of this. Parliament. That will - 


humble representative from East Sydne 
I do not stfppose that if I talked for an 
hour on this question the deeds of the 
Prime Minister would be altered. "i 


money have eae chen a 
The present. system is most loose and un 
business-like, particularly in view of th 
fact that, when the country made the 
take of returning the present Govern: 
to power in the general elections of - 
we were told that there was a. lot of» 

ness. men amongst the suceessft 
God save Adatrnla from busir 
like them, if this is their-style 
ing affairs, It can be said to 


_Stipling. 


o “of oes which was pretty iively, eae very 
~ profitable to the people of Australia, they 
4s were not guilty of any unconstitutional 
action. They paid regard to the financial 
aspect of every proposal they brought for- 
fe ward, and no expenditure was incurred 
| except through the usual course of pro- 
/~ _cedure—by' message from the Crown, and 
the obtaining of leave for the introduction 
~ of a Bill to authorize the spending of the 
- money. That is the only constitutional 
‘way. We who are not members of the 
Government should jealously guard the 
- < rights of the people in that respect. How 


are fraud and deception to be prevented 


if the House has no check on-the expendi- 
- ture by the Government? How are we to 
3 “prevent scandal and other things detri- 
_- mental to the progress of the country un- 
» less we act as watch-dogs over the con- 
- duct of the finances by the Government? 
othe. only way to keep the Government 
honest is to apply the physic of the Oppo- 
sition. It is our duty, whenever they 
stray from the path which they ought to 
- . tread, to point out to them that they are 
ee trespassing on dangerous ground, ven 
_ if we get no kudos for it, it is-our duty 
_ to, keep the Government straight. I hope 
such actions as those’ which have lately 
; ee revealed on the part of the Govern- 
oe ment will rouse all the members of the 
‘House to a sense of their responsibiliy, 
and make them jealously guard the ex- 
a kc eae of public money. 
_ only safe way to have sound and honest 
administration. 


9 order 119— ge 


Sir Rosyrr Brst.—May I suggest to 


the Acting Leader of the House that this 
very important debate should be extended 
for another hour?. 

Mr. Groom.—We still have the Com- 
mercial Activities Bill to pass. 


Z Sir Ropert Bust.—We had that Bill to 


_ pass ona previous occasion, when the time: 


was extended to permit of the discussion of 
- __a less important matter. , 
Mr. Groom.—lIt will mean taking an 
me ae off the time for the discussion of the 
‘ ae Bill J mentioned. 


be < (30 ae 1919. ie 


That is the . 


The tume having arrived for the inter-- 
4 ruption of the debate under sierding ‘ 


f 
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Sir Ropert Busr. Mjges the honorable 
member consent to an extension for one 
hour 2 

Mr. Groom. —vVery well, I consent. a 

Sir Roserr Best.—Then I move, by 
leave— 

That the debate be doutiined for one hour. 

Mr. McDonatp.—I object. ak 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon... W. ‘Elliot 
Johnson).—Is the motion soponded & 

Dr. Matonry.—I second it. . 

Mr. McDowarp.—I object to the ex- 
tension for one hour, not because I do not 
want to hear the views of honorable mem- _ 
berson this important question, but because — 
I think the question of such vital impor- 
tance to the country, and to the honour of 
the House, that we should take consider- 
ably longer to debate it. The mover of 
, the motion tried to curtail his speech until 
he spoiled it, and every other honorable 
member has done the same. If there is to 
be an extension of time, it should be until | 
the subject is exhausted. If the Govern- 
ment are not prepared to agree to that, 
an extension for an hour should not be 
granted. 

Sir Rosert Brst.—An hour i is : better 2 
than nothing. : 
Mr. McDonatp.—Let the dcbate con- 
tinue until the suspension of the sitting 
for dinner. I move as an amendment— 

That the words “and a half” be added. 


_ Mr. Groom.—No. 3 
Question—That the words neboeen to 
be added be so added. (Mr. McDonatp’s 
amendment)—put. The House divided. 


Ayes oo eka ieee 
NOGS3 5 = eo ee OC 
Majority “7 2 he He 
AYES. ee payne 
Atkinson, L. Mathews, J. 
Boyd, J. A. McDonald, C. 


McGrath, D. C. 


Brennan, F. 
McW illiams, W. J. 


Charlton, -M. 


Fenton, J. E. Riley, E. 
Finlayson, W. F. Tudor, F, Ge 
Foster, Richard Wallace, C. 
Fowler, J. M. Watkins, Dz . 
Gibson, W. G. ST ae ae 
Gregory, H. Yates, G. H 
Higgs, W..G. | 
Mackay, G. H. Tellers: 
Mahony, W. G, Anstey, PF. 
Maloney, Dr. Page, J. 


Ses emcee 


, Livingston, Je. 
=| Jaynchs 05 7a 
“| Pigott, H 
| Poynton, - i 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Samy son, Si 
| Sinelair, H. 
|) Smith,~Laird ~ 
Spence, W..G. 
4 tor] Webster, Wee fi 
| Wise, G. 1G ae 


Bamford, F. Ww. 
: Seaeee JG. 
Best, Sir Robert 
Burchell, Rad: 
Pett Chanter, J. M. 
e.. Worsery BB, CO; 
Fleming, W. LE’ 
Glynn, Be MeM, 
“Groom, Ll. EB. 
Jowett, See 
Kelly, W. H. 
‘Lamond, Hector Story, W.. Hu 
Teckie, By Thomson, John 
Question so resolved in the negative. 


he Amendment negatived. es a ¥ 
Question—That the “debate Spa con- 


Heileras 


uA 


inued for one hour (Sir Rozerr. eee Spee 


ay tnotion)-—put. 


The House. divided... 
i 48 


( igthen? he 
Mackay, ioe i 
Maloney, Dr. 
MeGrath, D..Ce>) « 
MeWilliams,- W.-J.. 
Pigott, H. RB. oes 
Poynton, 3 
Riley,’ E. 
| Rodgers, A. a 
Sampson, 8. 
Sinelair,: H. 
Smith, Laika 
Spence, W. G. 
Tudor, F.G.. 
Wallace, C. 
Watkins, D. 
Webster, W.. 
West, J. Ey 
Ne: ‘Wise, G. HH: 
3 ates, G. E. 
Sp Alaes: s 
| stoxy, WS 
Thomson, John 


Best, Sir Robert ~ 
_ Brennan, fy 
~ Burehell, R. ig 
Chanter, J. M.. 
Charlton, Poi es 
Considine, M. P. - 
Corser, HE. B.C, 
Fenton, J. E. 
Finlayson, W.. F,. 
Foster, Richard 
- Fowler, J: M? 
_ Gibson, W. G. 
“y tibee de McM. 


Nors. 
McDonald, c. 
Tellers: fas 


Anstey, Fs >< 
Ease, ee : 


: + ROBERT BEST (ooyone) [5. rae 
Vir, ee 3 : 


a Johnson). <The 
point of order cannot ‘be sustai 


» 
subject. 


thes 


| ae member has. already: a 
this” : 


questior : te 
Mr ‘SPEAKER ‘aoe V 
honorable 


honorable member for ‘Kooyong 


moved an extension of time. 


Sire ROBERT, BEST. abe Yr 


with “this “gravely f 
Mr. Be eee will > al 

vight. after the honorable member has 
spoken. «The fact that others will not 


have an opportunity, to da! is 


concern to *him; — 


ir’ ROBERT BEST. —That 


= oe can Bare be mate: AB me, s Ws 


ae 7M, M aretoe Aly a oe or ty 
SPEAKER—Order! ~The | 
“able member for ea had 
Spe 2 : ae : me 
. 3 AVEr, Maruews. The bones is an ; 
has “gagged”. every one else. We 
Mr. SPEAKER. —Order! —— 
> Sir ROBERT. BEST. —1- ex 


a8 “re eptet that there should be any m 


‘standing about this matter. © 
Mr. Maruzws-—There is no mi 


_ standing; you have “ gagged” ¢ ay on 


Mr. - SPEAKER, —T have -: 


=f called ine House to order, and 


aganet be further discussed. 


2 “Whe heed rable nee to Sppoulke 


‘Mr, “SPEAKER, — The 


near ar Melbourne: Ports ee i 


> as at s time for the. 
renee eae. 


a — Sei pae. beality: Aes aes ins 


a project such’ as that 


by. ‘the | Government. But 1 


attempt “to meet the ~ 
issue ie by — 
_ member.” for _-Henty is ©. 


at ee vrregular | and improper way 
which» it was carried out. The 
“honorable. ‘member challenged the con- 
_ stitutionality of the Government’s ac- 
tion, and it is to that aspect of the ques- 
ee oe that. the Minister ‘should, have ad~ 
_ dressed himself. - The Minister made out 
Sige what. ‘would - rane been’ a strong case if 
“he had been’ asking the House to sanction 
the ‘completion | of ‘a tentative contract. 
ne a the only reference he made to such a 
contract was when he said that there was 
“no time to consult Parliament regarding 
ey opportunity. that. was offered to ‘the - 
des Government to obtain ships, and that ~ 
oe had to say oe yea?) “or «f° nay”? at 
-conce. That — Aardly s puts the matter 

fair light. The 
ee : Hughes)’ being © in- 
~ tand, and realizing that there - 
> “but one constitutional means of carrying 


oe. 


‘sent of the other party, have done what 
fe aa ek in~ et na dee es 


es Maneatis phtsiuad: the eae 
ae If the Prime Minister 


: - -orwliad entered into the contract in 
that form, there is not the slightest 
doubt. that the consent of Parliament 
"would have been obtained with the ‘utmost’ 
ys “expedition. , _ Such a -course would ‘not 
~~ have been Gbisual’ or unreasonable. He: 
_ could have told the shipbuilders. of the 
: a bstacles that confronted him, He could — 
tg "have pointed out that he-had no personal _ 
fight: to entér - into a contract, and if 
“there. was a willingness to supply the 
Commonwealth with ships, he could have 
_ obtained an. option. ‘for a brief period. 
There is nothing of. ‘which this. House 
should be more jealous than the control of | 
expenditure. | . The Constitution very - 
clearly ‘provides that no. money may be 
id out of the public revenue except 
th the direct sanction of Parliament, 
no constitutional principle is better 


Prime - ‘Min- © far as that menace is concerned, hecould 


ae ae aigived & fight the Shipping. Things 
i out this’ transaction, -could, with the con-. 


ad endeavoured to secure stich an option, _.ltself to the national ownership 


to secure expedition, 


‘blished- than” that even Parliament, 


“in incurring’ Heber “expenditure unless: 


ping t now, ways. and means have been ‘provided “by 


Parliament for the payment of the money 
which has to be subsequently appro- 
priated. That is a fundamental principle 
of parliamentary government. There- 
fore, 1 render my protest against the un-_ 
constitutional manner in which this tran- 
saction has been completed. Parliament 
has been flouted, and the offence is made ee 
more heinous by: the fact that the House — 
was sitting when the offer was: before the — 
Government, and could have been con- 
sulted with the utmost expedition. | ane ’ 
Government made a grave mistake, 


The Acting Leader ofthe House ( 
Groom) made some excellent. points ‘can! 
cerning the tyranny which is being exer- 
eised by the Shipping Conference, and, so. 


have relied pe the. sympathy. of the 


and Combines. The House would never~ 
have hesitated for one moment. to: render Se 


_ Under a 


Abas erated viseks to ne ‘encourage- cS 
ment of the shipbuilding | industry | 
during war, but I: am. not sure ~ 
that Parliament. has deliberately ple dged S 


operating of trading ships. In. _the a 
war emergency, and under the provisions 
of the War Precautions Act, great power 
“was given to ‘the Executive to do those 
things which were regarded as essential to. fe 


the winning of the war, and Parliament. _ 
“Jooked with the utmost “generosity” on all f 


actions of the Government to that ‘e: d;- : 
in fact, the House practically. abandoned 

Many of its constitutional rights in order 
and to enable the 
‘Executive to act as the. emergency arose. 
That step was taken by Parliament with 
deliberation as a war necessity. “But the —— 
war practically’ ended. on the 11th 
November, 1918, and a policy that was 
justified during the period of. war’ We Neb, 
justified in time of peace. “Yet ‘eight 
months. after the war‘ had practically a8 
‘terminated, the Government, in an un: 
constitutional ‘manner, ‘entered into a ay | 


oot Showa v 


rs Parliament the constitutional Soe pliend 
of consultation in any way. 


but freights have been falling for a. con- 
siderable time past. 

| Mr. MoWutiiams. —Every troopship 
that comes to Australia arrives in ballast. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—That. is_ so. 
_ Freights have been falling rapidly.” 
Pasa tt Wr, 

| charging 18d. for the carriage of our 
wool. 

Sur ROBERT BEST.—That may be. 
but the honorable member must recollect 
that so far as the ships which are the 
‘subject of this contract are concerned, 


the wheat exporter will not get ete for 


two and a half years. 
Mr. Lyncu.—tThe best policy is a new 


- the Shipping Combines at once that we- 


are out to fight them. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—I am not de- | 
bating the expediency or advisability of 


_ the Government purchasing these ships. 
~ IT am merely taking exception to the un- 
constitutional methods to which they-havé 
- resorted. It behoves Parliament to re- 
cord its protest against an uneonstitu- 
- tional action of this kind. It is of no 
use to retort that we looked leniently 

- and generously upon similar actions dur- 
ing the time of war. That is beside the 
question. I am emphasizing the constitu- 


tional chligation that rests upon the Go- . 
Personally, :- 


vernment in time of peace. 
- Tam anxious to give the Government the 
most generous support, and it is with re- 


‘luctance that I condemn them for what I . 


regard as a flagrantly unconstitutional 
act. They have not demonstrated to the 

House that the emergency was of such a 
~ character that they had no other alterna- 
tive but to commit themselves to the 
purchase of the ships without consulting 
Parliament. 
ce Mr. 
we shall not get the ships for more than 
-. two years. 

- Sir ROBERT BEST.—If this was such 
an emergent question, and secrecy was of 
the utmost moment, Parliament might at 
' least have been rotetien in secret, al- 

though I do not advocate secret meetings 
4. of Parliament. I do not for one moment 
« believe that the transaction was of such 
_ urgency. as to prcplude its being carried 


me ¥ ae nih Selig 


_ [REPRESENTATIVES] 


It -is. true 
that the freights war is still in progress, 


— till. sss 
Lynod.—“The Speers, eae agree with him that the people outside 


‘from the opposite side of the street. es 
admits that £20,000 was paid in com- = ts 


Lecxrse.—There was no urgency; ; 
elapsed after the doing of that illegal act 


at any time during the last: Agnes =e aaeas 


ek See 
oar ee 


= hinting — 


anise a 
- out in a beni mann Tie The Go- sae en 


vernment have made a great mistake, and — 
it is with regret that I have to record my 
strong protest against actions of this. 
kind. 


Dr. WALONEY (Melbourne) [5. Bie 


I am grateful to the honorable.member 


for. Henty (Mr. Boyd) for having brought zi 
this matter before the House. J quite — 


ask, ‘‘ Why do members of Parliament — sb RS 
get ‘such a good minimum wage as nearly — bes 
£12 per week, and do nothing for it? ~ 


Why is Parliament. not sitting?” The — 
answer was that if Parliament were in oo. 


~ Session it might do something that would a 


prevent the winning of the war. But that 
reply was made ridiculous by the fact ae 
that the British Parliament sat- eee ‘ae 
after week and month after month. If 
it was dangerous for this Parliament to 
be in session 12,000 miles from the _ 
theatre of war, how much more dangerous — eae 
was it for a Parliament to be in session — 
in the centre of the British Empite, and 2% 
close to the war zone. Why should not 
honorable members have power to. de-_ 
mand that a Ministry should call Parlia- 
ment together? The people who created — 
Parliament laugh at what is being done. 

In this House, and on the public Bere 
form, I have tried im vain to ascertain 
what. eorimission- was paid on the first 

purchase by the Commonwealth of the x 
astral line of ships. Is there any man — a 
in the shipping trade who, if asked — 
whether any commission was paid, will ye 
answer ‘“‘ No”? If he does not care Ap SE 
make a straight-out affirmative “reply, he ee 
will give a wink so palpable as to bes seen : 


ace 
s 
*. 


Mr. McDonatp. The “Auditor- General 


mission. 


Dr. -MALONEY. _Yet two years. 
before an Indemnity Bill was submitted . 
to this Parliament. Will any common- ~ $ 
sense man connected with the shipping eo ‘ 
trade say that no commission was paid? = 
I believe the commission was paid; that” ss 
is why I say that bribery and corruption : 


are more rife to-day than they have been ae ae 


years. 


Shipbuilding. «(80 Tony, 1919.1] Shipbuilding. S095 
Mr. Povietow Ths honorable member | ~~ I believe there was bribery and corrup- 
- never challenged the Prime Minister’s tion in the first purchase of vessels. Cer- 
action until he quarrelled with him. _. tainly the Commonwealth has made 


Dr. MALONEY.—That is absolutely ™oney out of the ships; but the producers 
inaccurate. I challenged it as soon as the of Australia were led to believe that . 
_ opporturfity occurred. I <have always they were purchased to take meat, wool, — 
been in favour of the community ®nd wheat away from the Common- 
is. owning its ships. I cannot see why, after oa MNEs did the vessels bie q 
“State-owned railways have conveyed his nywhere where the demand‘ was made 


produce from. point to point, the farmer from England for their services. Not ci. 
should then be at the mercy of any Com- 2°. word of’ mine would be raised 1 
Poking and there is noo worse Coribine on critteism. if .1t Had beén<done toccarry om - 


the face of the earth-than the Shipping the war, but as the honorable member for 
Ring. It is recorded by Lord ipoeaiache. foe (Mr. Boyd) pe rig liahy is) ne 

< that the great Gladstone, when asked if * aah Were sen (ae ery Pha . a : 
. he thelieved that the shipping companies W0rld to pick up preduce when they — 

would convey the’enemy to England in mals have picked up all they could carry 
time of war, replied, ‘‘ I believe thaé the 1 Australian ports. Heirs 5) 
_ shipping companies, for the sake of filthy . Mr. Poynton.—That was only on their 
lucre, would carry enemies to the portals Yeturn trips to Australia. We could not 

of Heaven, if. that were possible.” bring ships out in ballast. 
ds it not a fact that sailormen never sit Dr. MALONEY.—Some of the vessels, 3 
+ down to table to have their meals from but not the whole of them, might have - 
~. London to Australia? Board of Trade ‘heen employed in taking Australian pro-. 
:3 M regulations ! Fiddlesticks ! I accuse the duce away, and they were not employed. 
_ Orient Steam Navigation Company, all the. time in doing that work: The 
_. whose right to break these regulations “Minister will have “no more tenders 
_. -1 fought for twenty years.© On’ a for fessels.”.. Men employed in the 
girder in the forecastle one can see em- Navy Department made purchases-on be- 
_ bedded in the steel the words, “Accom- half of the Government, but got the 
_ modation for thirty-two seamen,” on one prices to the Government increased. Let 
side, and on the other side, ‘‘ Accommo- the Minister go into the records of Mr. 
dation for thirty-two seamen.” Yet this Coen, the contractor engaged in fitting up 

__ company tried to crowd one hundred sea- transports, whom the then Minister for 
men into that space. The men objected 


- and threatened to strike; but yet it was 
able to crowd eighty men into the space. 


him—would not treat with, but, instead, 
employed the men through their unions, 
_Mr. Poynton.—There is nothing of with the result that the work was carried 
that kind in the ships about which the out cheaper than it had been done pre- 
honorable member is talking. ' viously. . When Mr. Coen wanted his 
_s Dr. MALONEY.—General Lasseter money, although the Attorney-General’s 
accompanied me on board the Osterley, Department suggested paying him, and 
and. he will bear evidence that not one of the cry from the Admiral right dewn in 
__ those eighty men had a meal sitting down the Navy Department was, “Pay him,” 
on the way to Australia. I ascertained the same Minister said that if the con- 
_the rates charged for bringing passengers tractor. wanted payment to the full 
to Australia. For a first-saloon passage amount of his claim he must sue for it, 
the charge was up to £160; for a second- Mr. Coen did not dare to go into Court, 
class passage the charge was up to £130; and accepted £17,000, much léss than the 
for the steerage the charge ranged from full amount claimed. I know of two young 
£47 to £84. That was why the company officers who were acquainted’ with the 
sought to crowd the crew. There was infamies and robberies that were being 
not a porthole in the forecastle which perpetrated, but the Departmént would 
gould be opened, because they were on do nothing. ertainly a féw matters 
the level with the waterline. were amended, and one g 
i : ar | 


entleman was 


the Navy (Mr. Jensen)—more honour to. _ 


t. away to’ br -yain dowh from. the 
~ God only knows how much money other way, eve that 
he is getting for what he is trying to do! to our seamen by Mra 
The people have fo. pays Lrefer to Mr. never go out from municipal aba: 
Balsillie. His record in the Department fit for human consumption. — 
was not a good one, and it was not fair There are no greater profiteers t] m4 


2 if he had uncontrolled power to iD Gone shipbuilding firms. Having lived in 
without calling for tenders. | fast, now, that the frm of ye 


~ The claim is made. that. the ane <p 
building firms are too busy. I have taken _ : 
from | the London. Directory a list of accept contracts, but ae aes 
~ seventy-five shipbuilding firms. There is. cost of material and labour, oe AY 
only one way in which we can control — ee cent. in Suen 
< Parliament, and that is by giving the 
: creators of Parliament, the people, an 
s “opportunity of seeing whether we are do- pu 11ine,. 
ing our duty or not. We are not doing. Dr. MALONEY. —l. nde : 
our duty or earning our pay if we alow x. ‘the charge during the war was 123 
any Government to go into recess for six cent. — : 
months, - Had Parliament been ane a. NE: Mo Wik kee oe ‘all: prewar 
we would not have experienced the pro- _ yo abs their charge was 10 per eent., 
-fiteering | which has been so rampant and they would not turn out anything b 
rife in our midst. The Minister for well-constructed vessel. Zs 
Trade and Customs (Mr. Greene) fixed Dr, MALONEY.—1I hie been e 


prices, but -fixed them higher than. the © informed - that the Government en 
“ruling prices in the shops at the time. — 


. 


It is very easy to insure the farmer 4s. a vessels against the civias of ee expel ts. 
per bushel for his wheat, pay the miller “At-any rate, £1,000,000 has been los 


a fair price for gristing it, and compel ~ 
him to sell flour to any one who asks for 


ore 


it, and gaol him if he refuses, or dares to- 


sell above the price fixed by. the everne Rave deleiel one Micsten to ts more. 
E fent. Re wee than Ministers as a body would indorse @ 

ees Mir DEPUTY SPEAKER (Hon. so Mi. ~ if they had the power of refusal. I. s 

. (Chanter) -—The honorable. member’s re- clude my remarks by saying that the 

e cnarks are, quite outside the motion. = no honorable mentber opposite who woul ey 


Dr. MALONEY.—I would like ten- . dare to go on a political platform and 
ders. called in order to put down profiteer- 84Y, “We will do away with tenderin 
ing. Tenders were not called for the We will do as we like, and ‘spend the 
meat contracts for the Navy Department, people’s money as we like.” pei 

and it took twenty-three questions in the ~ Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [5. 46] 
- House to elicit the truth as to who sent the honorable member for Melbourne 
_ diseased meat to a transport. ee then Maloney) believes that robbery an 
a lie was told. . ruption are so. rampant, he ought to. ‘spe 

Mr. Poynton.—To whom is the honor-- the rest of his life in doing all 0 

ble member referring ? s sibly can to oppose the nationaliza 


Pr, MALONEY.—I am not. Lateeing industry, because nothing tends to 
to the honorable member. When I have ig up bribery and corruption - 

a row with him he will know it. An un- public men more than does the @ 
ruth was uttered when, in reply to a Out of such a policy.. Se 
juestion put by me, it was said that Mr. _ Dr. Matoney. —There i is a consid 

got his meat from the munici- difference of opinion as to that 
If tenders had been called, every = Mr. GREGORY.—1. would cor 
t deer (would know that the. meat sent — the Government who; at. a time 4 yf 


over aus ‘that. ‘all pies puede’ of 


rer t to Peer, sl ‘met co ee | 
| Iv. Poynton. —Does 1 not aHe L ahomts 
member think that we shall feel the effects 


2 to. shipping? —.*— > 

Bae Mr. GREGORY. Undoubtedly. 

geno MET: 
; aes ships was apparent during the 

¢ ~ war, surely it is just aS. apparent. now. 

- Mr. GREGORY.—Had the Acting 
- Minister (Mr. Poynton) been in charge 
of the Navy Department. from the com- 

“> mencement of the war, we might have 

had something done in regard to ship- 

building. Until he took charge of the 
| matter, the Government did absolutely 

‘Ss ie nothing i in this respect. I commend him 

~~ for the enterprise and energy he has dis- 

played. There was wretched delay in re- 
gard to the building of ships. The wrong 
"| principle was adopted at the - outset. 


‘place, I suggested to the Minister for the 
Navy. (Sir Joseph Cook) that he should 
i= immediately offer a bonus for the build- 

ing of ships. in Australia, and do all he 


here. 
had my suggestion been acted upon, but 
“the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) and 


he Minister for the ‘Navy dilly- ! 

iaftisd and dilly-dallied to. - bring 
me about an arrangement with” rte 
artisans generally. The - result was 


Grey (Mr. Poynton) took — charge 
matter of shipbuilding 
the -war. As over, 
_ justification for departing from ordinary 


~ constitutional procedure. 


oppose it, and to watch over the growing 
=> public expenditure. 
- country is becoming enormous, in view 


~ of the huge. ‘demands on ‘the Govern- ~ 


ment;and surely Parliament ought not to 
be flouted. Are we to have £10,000,000 
spent without Parliament being asked 
_ ‘*Yea or Nay’’? No justification has 
been shown by Ministers for the action 
of the Prime Minister; and the Govern- 
ent should. be ee distinetly to ‘under- 


of the war for some years ahead in regard undoubtedly it ‘could. 


Poynton. —If- the necessity for 


‘ing Attorney-General (Mr. Groom) tells - a8 


= When the first combination of parties took 


commandeered under an agreement, with © 
q possibly. could to establish the industry — 


Something might have been done a 
ceived so much interest on. the capital. — a 


in regard to the chartering of three “ore 
ee that until the. honorable - member for. 


' there was absolutely nothing done in the 
in Australia. - 


and there can be-no ~ 


haces We are sent 
here to support the Government or to- 


The taxation of the 


with his view. 


_ the kind. must be. brought before us for . 
‘approval. 


“It has‘ been. suggested by one 
honorable: member that the-money could © 
not have been better spent, but I say 
However, I do 
not intend to discuss whether we ‘should 
or should. not have nationalization of — 
shipping; and on a. future occasion — we 
shall be able to form a better opinion as 
to the wisdom of the recent purchase. oe 
Mr. Ropczrs. — The question of 
nationalization is @ legitimate one a | 
discussion, (ie = , 


Mr. GREGORY.—Quite so. “hes ye 


us “that shipping is required to freight our 
produce to the Old Country; but was that 
the desire of the Government during the — 
war? Did the Government utilize the — 
Commonwealth ships to bring goods here 
in ordér that prices might be kept down, 


i?’ SROs ae th: Sa)», te ae 


_ or solely for the carrying of our products — 
to the markets 
matter of fact, the Commonwealth ship- 


of the world? Asa 
ping was used for only one purpose, © 
namely, to earn the very highest. ae 
freights. ..The Inter- State vessels were 


the terms of which I'am not familiar; | 
but I understand that -the owners re- — 


The Commonwealth ships. were allowed — 
to -do profiteering work, and were thus 
enabled to show a “magnificent balance- roe 
sheet. 


I remember — perusing the. eae e 


four. Commonwealth wees to. bring | rice 
from . Calcutta to Australia, and the 
charter for each wags £600 a. ere with | 
£300 for demurrage. ‘ 
Mr. Watiace.—It was cian pa) ot 
Mr. GREGORY .—It might pee Sone ee 
enabled the Commonwealth shipping to. 
show a first-class balance-sheet. [ am 


quite satisfied that in connexion with the 4 


Inter-State boats there were ‘no 
rates. if 
Mr, WALLace. a no Hoven: : 
ment were controlling the rates. . ay 
Mr, GREGORY.—If . the honorable. sa) 
member thinks that the Government were 


such 2 


justified in charging £600 a day for the 
purpose of bringing rice to Australia, I. 


do not fancy\ his t asdarnst tet will agree 


Prestige tae, 


“11008 _Shipbling, 


Biten’ £100, the rice woe have been the 
same price. 
Mr. 
ment appears to me so stupid as not to 
warrant afy answer. Does ‘the honor- 
able member believe that if the charge 
had been £5,000 a day, the price of rice 
_ would® have ‘Yemained the same? On 
such a huge business as the nationaliza- 
tion of shipping, the House ought cer- 
tainly to be consulted; any expenditure 
of, say, over £10,000 or £15,000 should 
have the approval of Parliament. 


Mr. WALLACE (West Sydney) [5. 55. 


. I raise no objection to the Government’ 


entering into contracts for the purchase 
of vessels, but before any expenditure is 
made it should be indorsed by Parlia- 
ment. I have no knowledge of the cir- 
- cumstances which led up-~to this- deal, 
2 and [I shall defer any criticism until I 
have. It is, however, imperatively neces- 
_ sary that we should have a Common: 
eth fleet controlled wholly by. the 
Government, particularly in view of the 
_ profiteering ‘awe have experienced: during 
the war with ;privately-owned vessels. 
Mr. McWu.i1asms.—They were con- 
_ trolled by the Government. 


- Mr. WALLACE.—They were sup- _ 
posed to -be. 
> Mr. MoWrtuiams.—They were “com- 
;Mandeered. 
Mr. WALLACE.—We quite under: 


stand that; but look at the huge profits 
_ that were made prior to the commandeer- 
ing. From a report of the Food Com- 
mittee in Great Britain, we learn that 
before freights were reculated 
South Wales to Rouen, the rate was 
Bois. and after regulation 24s. 6d.; from 
“the United Kingdom te Italy before 
_freights were regulated 
105s., and after, 62s. 6d. _ Prior to ie 
-war,.- ‘the freights were about 7s. 6d. 
ton. 
prior to the war, goods were carried for 
47s. 6d. per ton ; 
started the rate rose to 105s. and 200s. 


eS the same, 


Pen Ch ees poe were 


Mr. “WALLACE. if the heel Hage Snis 


S exactly” 260. per cent, higher | tha 
GREGORY. That sort. of argu- 


British boats. Br | a 
' wealth boats, the freight here would have Bre 


When the British Government 406k con-— 
trol, the company still made huge orcas 


from 


the rate was ‘rm, Showing the total amount received? _ 


From Australia to the Old otis : 
but after the war- 


Mr. McWutttams. —Our boats charged ~ 


ale of the fare of. maize 8 
3s. 3d., and the freight £50,443 5s 


value of the cargo. one ones 


Mr. McWitttams. —And the Ponte ate 
commandeered by the Government did 
exactly. the same in regard to fruit.- eh) 


Mr. Poynton.—That is- not 80.0 a a 
Mr. WALLACE.—If that was done, 


“ib was absolutely wrong. The Australian — aa 


boats were run remarkably cheaply, con- > 
sidering that wages and conditions were 
much better than in the case of the ~ 

But. for the Common- ~~ 


been, not £6 5s., but 200s. I am Sorry — 
that time does not permit me to give — 
some instances of profiteering with e 
neutral ships. I understand that the eS es, 
Leyland line in 1915 made £500, 000. shyt 
profit, while in 1916 it made £1,876,000, 


and the Government was a consenting — 
party to the profiteering, inasmuch as — 
the company increased the value of the 
vessels owing to the shortage of tonnage. ig as 
A vessel valued at £20,000 or £25,000 — 

£100,000, with | oe | 


was re-valued at. 

preciation, insurance, had interest 

proportion. gees ae 
Debate interrupted under sondage 4 ee 

order LGESE 


“RHE CHIEF JUSTICE, am 
SERVICE AND REMUNERATION. pe, 


Dr.“MALONEY asked the Acting At Bt 
torney-General, upon notice— eat 
A. What is the length of service of Sir eae LF 5 ue 


“Griffith as Chief Justice of Australia to the 


30th June, 1919, with date of commencement? _- 
2. What salary has he received during such | ep 2 


3. What. amount of money has been paid to — ‘a 
him or for him in the shape of allowances of 
all kinds, with particulars of such Lig ha sts: SACs 


Mr. GROOM.—The answers are— ~_ 


1. 15 years 7 months 25 days. Date of com- Si 
mencement—5th October, 1903. at ai . 
2. £55,087 7s. 4d. a 
~ 3. No allowances were paid to the Chief ues ms. 
tice; but on account of the expenses of himself so ae 
and his Associate in travelling to discharge 
the duties of his office there were paid suc ee 
sums as the Chief Justice certified to have been Se 
actually expended. sts 


ices gi ps Del ese 
ee War Service Gratuities 
ri 53 Mi i us aa — 


AMERICAN SHIPBUILDING 

ae ee eI YARDS. a i OF wus 

‘ CommonwkaLtH INSPECTOR. 

\ Mr. MAHONY asked the Acting Min- 
‘ister for the Navy, upon notice—, 


represents the Commonwealth Government in 
-. the shipbuilding yards in America? 


Ss |. 2, What salary does he receive, and what are 


the terms of his appointment? 


83. What are his duties? 
4, Were any or all of the wooden ships 

handed over to the Commonwealth Government 

passed by this officer? 

_ Mr. POYNTON,—The. answers are 

as follow :— por 

* 1. The vessels are being built under. the 


supervision of Mr. R. M. Calkins, who is acting 


on behalf of the Commonwealth in connexion 


with this matter. In addition, the Common- 


_ wealth Government employs Captain McIntosh 
~ (Marine Superintendent ) and Mr. H. H. San- 


“i <%, derson..to see that the vessels are constructed 


according to specification. 


1A 8 »,, 2% Messrs. McIntosh and Sanderson receive 


i 


~~ salaries of £500 per annum each and expenses. 


ied ‘3. Their duties are to see that the work is 


. earried out in accordance with specification. 


4. The contract provides that the vessels are _ 


‘Bs 


- 


te” be built to the requirements of British 


rat S 


+ ~ “Lloyds, and Lloyds’ certificate is issued in con- 
Ta 


‘nexion with each vessel before being handed 
over. Mr. R. M. Calkins is responsible, as the 
- Commonwealth representative, for the carry- 


i 33 ing out of the whole of the work. 


__. WAR SERVICE GRATUITIES. 


Mr. BURCHELL asked the Assistant 


al 


~ ‘Minister for Defence, wpon notece— 


Whether the Government will arrange for 
relatives of deceased soldiers to be paid war 
service gratuities on a similar basis to the 
leave gratuity granted to soldiers fortunate 

- énough to return home? 

' Mr. WISE.—The 
_ proved of the payment of war service gra- 
- tuities to the actual dependants of de- 
-eeased soldiers on the same scale as that 
approved for discharged soldiers. The 
_ term “actual dependants” includes per- 
-- sons who stood to the deceased soldier in 
‘the relationship of parent, wife, or child. 


COMMONWEALTH SHIPPING: 
Pid ae Uru 
Mr. 5 | 
Smrrn) asked the Leader of the House, 
upon notice— 
Will he promise to. give facilities for the 


. + {30 Jury, 1919.7 


1. What is the name of the inspector who 


Cabinet has ap- i 


BURCHELL (for Mr. Bruce 


Pile 4 early discussion of a motion moved from the 3 
- Ministerial side of the House to the effect that: 


pO ibe 
e ys 4 C 
¢ > ; 


ne" J d : 


ie 


Wire N etting Manufacture. | 11099 


no further purchase of ships for the Common- 


wealth should be completed without ‘the ap- 
proval of Parliament? © — “7 . 


Mr. GROOM.—The opportunity has 


already been granted. 


WIRE NETTING MANUFACTURE. . 


Mr. FENTON asked the Treasurer, _ 


upon natice— ~*~ 


Whether any proposition has been placed: be- 
fore the State Government by the Federal Go- 
vernment for the purchase of the wire-netting 


manufacturing machinery owned by the State. 


Government. If not, will the Commonwealth 
Government either purchase the. machinery re- 
ferred to or establish works for the manufae- 
ture of wire netting and other 
and machinery? : 


Mr. POYNTON. — About 
months ago the Commonwealth Govern- 


ment asked whether the Victorian State 
Government was in a position to resume 


the manufacture of wire netting at Pent- 
ridge, or whether it was agreeable to sell- 
ing the plant to the Commonwealth Go- — 
The State _ 


vernment for use elsewhere. 
Government replied that it did not desire 
to dispose of.the plant, and-it has been 
ascertained that the manufacture of wire 
netting at Pentridge was resumed about 
two months ago. With a view to an in- 


erease in the output of wire netting, the 
Commonwealth Government has already . 
made inquiries from different sources as 
to the cost of the necessary machinery 


and the output. ; 


-OVER-CARRIAGE OF CARGO: 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


farm requisites — 


: twelve 


| 
=H 
“| 
t 
¥ 
“I 
{ 
| 


Mr. FOWLER asked the Acting Min- _ 2 


ister for the Navy, upon notice— © 


_ In view of the serious hardship and expense 
incurred by Western Australian importers in 
having - their merchandise over-carried to 
Eastern ports of the Commonwealth, will the 
Minister give instructions that, in future, ship- 
ments must be delivered at the ports. for which 
they are intended? . 


~My. POYNTON.—Cargo for Western 
Australia on incoming vessels is now be- 
ing landed promptly from such steamers 


provided it is stowed for direct discharge, — 


and no quarantine restrictions or labour 
troubles prevent such discharge. 


tah 


a STITUTE OF SCEEN CE AN: D- 
INDUSTRY. ; 


~... Mr. TUDOR asked the Acting Brie ‘ 
~~ Minister, upon notice— 


In connexion with the book entitled Science 


and Industry issued by the Institute of’ Science —: 


and Industry; will he say— 


_--(a)the number of copies of the July edi- . 
o tion. (No. 3). and-two previous num- ~ 


bers that have been printed; 

. (8) the cost of each book, t.e., paper, pant; 
ing, postage, &e.; 

(6) how many copies of each number have 
been issued gratis; 

(d) how many copies of each number have 

been sold, and the total amount re- 

ceived for each number?. 


she Pamaoes. Ba GROOM. The answers are as fol- 
low — 


2. (a) July. (No: 3), 1,500; > June (No. 5). 
2,000; May (No. 1), 2,000. 3 
= *(6) 1s; 834. (including non-recurring. preli- 
-minary expenses). : 
Paste) July, ; 250 (incompleté) ; June, 1,492; 
=. May, 1,715. , | 
: (d) July, 261 <:(incomplete); June, 288; 
May, 215. : 


Cash receipts (sales and subscriptions, but 


' ‘not including advertising revenue)—July, £16 
LOB (incomplete) ; 


June, “£46 9s.; ; May, £12 17s. 


SHAW WIRELESS PURCHASE. 
Mr. RILEY ‘asked the Acting Prime 
Minister, upon notice— 


1. Was any member of the Senate ser guglen 
‘to inspect the exhibits submitted with the re- 


‘port on the Shaw wireless purchase dated 2nd 


December, 1918, of the Royal Commission on 
Navy and Defence Administration? 

2. Will any member of the House of Hapre: 
sentatives be permitted to inspect the said ex- 
hibits, and, if so, at what’ place? 


Mr. GROOM.-—-The answer to the hon- 
orable member’s questions. are— 
‘1. Senator Gardiner was allowed to. inspect 


~ the exhibits for the reason that his name had 


~~ been referred to at the inquiry. 


me Not unless some valid reason is given. 


“WAR SERVICE HOMES: 
Mr. POYNTON.—On 24th July the 


PAPER. 


honorable member for Indi -(Mr. Leckie) 
asked the following question :—. 


Will the Minister representing the Minister 


: for Repatriation lay-on the Library table. the 


__papers in connexion with the negotiations with 
the State Savings Banks, and the arrdngement 


is Wee 


é finally made with the ‘Commonwealth Bank for 
-. financing 
homes scheme ? 


the Commonwealth war... service: 


for the purposes of the War. oe ae 


hae 30th tans, 1920, sd £59, 000. 000. ee 
On 30th June last-the Treasury held war 4 


- “The Peace Loan.” 


cent. per antium on the average for, the | 


prove to be sufficient for the purpose. The 


the. day will lead toa full Lae pie 


Alois. eos 
Ordered to E 6 pane 


w set ae a (i ck 


PEACE LOAN. ee ne Ao ie 


Mr. | POYNTON (Grey-<Actings Tepes os = 
surer) .[6.8].—(By leave) 1 desire to 
make a statement regarding the new Joan wea 


loan _moneys:. amounting to about 
£18,800;000. The difference between 
these sums must be'found by way of loam 
and amounts to £33,200,000. pee) 


9. Towards meeting these Pe: 
the Government has decided-to float an- ? 
other loan in Australia of £25,000,000, | 
which will appropriately be termed 
The nominal rate 
of interest will be 5 per cent. perannum, — 
but a bonus, to be given with the first in-  — ~ 
terest payment, swill bring it up’to 54 per =. = 


whole period of the loan. ee 


3. The principal will be repaid at par es 
on 15th December, 1927. 


4. Subscriptions to the Peace Tan ah 


‘close ‘on 23rd: September next, and instal- ; : je 


ments will be payable as follows eae a : ee 


10 per cent. on“application. ~~ oe 
“10 per cent. on 3rd November, 1919° Py 
20 per cent. on 3rd December, 1919. ie - : x 


- 20 per cent. on 6th January, 1990, = . oo 
. '20 per cent..on 4th February, 1920. a oo 


20 per cent. on 4th March, 1920. 


5. Interest will be subject. to Common-— s 
wealth taxation, but, will be free of. ities 
income tax. em 

6. The loan will be offered to the sab ; 
lic for voluntary subscription, and the 
Government is hopeful that the patriotism — 
of the people and their resources will - 


loan is for paying expenses of actual war 
and for repatriation. » ‘Fhe Government — 
believes feelings of relief induced bye a | 
victorious peace and sense of gratitude 50% 
the men who bore the heat and burdencok | a, 


ot a Eee Hate ee Aeon Nenke, that: , 
| ill be they will make advances. 40 customers at — 
mecessary +t ya pulsion, and the. “the rate of. 4 per cent. per annum to. sah 
Government intends to take all steps ne- . persons who’ show that- they have a rea- 3 
cossary “to. bring that about. In the ‘sonable prospect of repaying ‘the money 
~ event of compulsion, those who hold no within eighteen months. The banks will. 
: aes or bonds of previous loans will be advance up to 90 per cent. of the bonds _ 
the first to be called. upon for subscrip- subscribed for, and will not ask for any — 
~~ tions, and they ‘will be subject to a severe security other than, that, me ee ‘Donds | 
penalty, and still will be fee ie to.sub- themselves. ae a he 


_-seribe to ‘the Joan. aie ease 
as “10. The Gavarinant is ‘creating : an or- 
es "There. is at present before the House cee similar to that which was use 
of Representatives. a Bill for obtaining for the last loan, and a Central Commit- 
‘compulsory subscriptions to war loans, “tee eek already been brought into being j in 
the m xa, amount required in any — each of the State capitals. ; 
financial year being six times the average ment confidently relies upon “ie g00d 
income tax paid by the individual or. com=-.- work of these bodies. ee 
- “pany during the last three years. Persons — i 2 
whose” taxable ineornes are £250 per an- « 11/dn placing this. matter ‘bafo 
hum or less are not subject to the provi- - House: Tr yenture to hope that the loan, 
f the Bill, and those who have ~¥ yhich is smaller than either of the two 
with the Naval or Military Forees previous flotations, will be fully Subs. a 
during the war are éxempt in so far as © 8¢tibed without resort to ‘compulsio ete 
their i imcomes from personal exertion are appeal to all Australians to again show 
| Under the Bill, compulsion that the interests of the country are vital 
Pon ‘apply to any one if the themselves as, individuals and to-once 


£9. 00, 000 is. obtained by voluntary sub- more find the money necessary to meet the 
ptidns but in the event of a‘shortage . expenses. of the greak war, DOW. Tapens. 

‘reasurer would require the Commis- © ded, =, | i 

t Taxation. to call for additional ~~ ge 


subse ptions. » An Sb pea) Board 3 is pre Some oe) 1 BAD 8 Pa ‘PAOTS 


tions | y the persons $ctes Hien. aN _. Mr. WISE.—On the” ith J aly, Jo vhe 
tions may be demanded; and-the Board honorable member for Brisbane (ab. ’Fin- net 
ust take into Senin the amount, if -layson) asked the following questions : — 


any, -invested: by. the objector i In previous - |, Whether further consideration. has. “ye 
war loans, or paid in the purchase by him . been given to the request of the honorable mem- — 


m the ‘Commonwealth of war savings ber for Brisbane for the removal of the embargo — 


a ea Placed on the circulation of Stead’s War. Pacts? — | 
tiff ates. Where : oY Pets. 1s sone -2. As it is stated that this publication was | “ 
| to. subscribe an amount-to the loan “prohibited. from : circulation through” a kee 7 


will be. automatically subject to a fine — understanding, is it, now that the war i 
qual to one-third of the amount of the = Broponed: £0C petaov a tia. embargo? eee FS 
ompulsory. subscription. — This fine will 3. Is the Government: prepared. ‘toe compen-— i: 
e paid to the Gonscldatcd Begone; tat “sate ‘My. Stead toi"lods sumanney: by him ine 


or the amount of his seni he will connexion with the matter? ij 


eel ee Be oes Pay ae 2. Iam now able to furnish ite: Honorable ee 
ieee When. the ‘Toan. ares a Gover mémber-with the following information :—. 
ment will bring before the. House any | ‘| 
pieatne ey to deal. with _the es 


= 4 


L: “The ‘embargo on the circulation of Steads 
“War Facts has now been removed. foe 
As 9. The circulation of Stead’s War Pasties 2 
pe ae ‘hat facilities may be pro- - not prohibited through | a ‘misunderstanding. SEN 
ed for: ‘persons who have not ready See also answer No., Ws i aie Gee eee 

yo the Goverment has again ar- 3. No. bie ag are oe : Mate he 


11102 .. Butter Pool. 
© ©. RED FLAG PROSECUTIONS: — 
eS BRISBANE. 


‘Mr. GROOM.—On 1ith July, the hon 


rable member for Barrier (Mr.. Consi- 
dine) asked the following questions :— 


1. Who: signed the authority for the State 
police to prosecute the men recently imprisoned 
in Brisbane in connexion with the red flag 

-casesT: = ae 
2. Did the State police submit to the Com- 
_. monwealth Law Department the notes taken 
a py them? 
” "3 Who selected the names for the Federal 
police for the prosecution in the first batch? 

4. How many ‘names were handed to the 
Federal police by the State police, and were 
they. all prosecuted? ne 

5. Were the names taken by the Common- 

“wealth police included in the list of names 
- taken by the State police? 


6. Why were not all the prosecutions con-, | 


i ~ ducted by the Commonwealth? 


I promised inquiry, and am now able to © 


furnish the honorable member with the 
following information :— | 
1. The Commandant, Ist Military District. 
2 NO. 
3..The prosecutions in the first batch were 
~ conducted by the State police, and the Federal 
police had nothing to do with them, 
4. No names were handed to the Federal 
police by the State police. 
5. No. : 
6. With regard to this question, the prose- 
- eutions conducted by the State police were 
placed in their hands without the legal ad- 
~- visers of the Commonwealth being consulted. 
Subsequently, they were consulted. as to whe- 
ther the prosecutions should be taken over by 
them, and they then advised that asthe State 


police had collected all the evidence and the ~ 


‘matters had been placed in their hands, they 
considered it inadvisable to take them out of 
_ their hands. Later on, the solicitors of the 
~ Commonwealth were instructed to attend in 
_ Court and render the police any legal assistance 
and advice they might require. _ 
‘ & 


« BUTTER POOL. 
~*~ Commonwnattu Bank CHarezs. 


Mr. GROOM.—On the 25th July, the 
honorable member for Lilley (Mr. 
~ Mackay) asked the following question :—/ 
i Will the Minister for Trade and Customs 
- inform the House as to what the work of the 
_ supervision of the Commonwealth Bank con- 
sists of for which the Butter Pool of 1917-18 
was charged the sum of £12,765 3s. 11d.? 
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The Minister stated that the information _ 
was being obtained. I am now able to ~ 


the former regulation, the period of absence 
cannot be included as part of an officer’s period _ 


lie Service) Act. 


i oe 
4 


lic Servie 
| f 
n 
furnish the honorable member-with the 
following :— — | Oey ae 


The Commonwealth Bank— pa 
(a) makes payments for butter coming © 


into Pool; oO ae 
(b) holds documents and is responsible for 
them; - - . ES Ng. 
{c) releases documents in exchange for =0% 
others; : ao Ce Sarees 
ia Se 
(d) splits warrants; Pee ge et 
(e) gives personal attention at cold stores; 
(f) keeps accounts of transactions; and es, 


(g) makes adjustments of account with — Ja: 
Board of Trade. ie EE eee 


PUBLIC. SERVICE: a7 ee 
ORGANIZATIONS. = 
Mr. GROOM.—On the 25th July, the 


bi aah 


honorable member. for Darling. (Mr. | 


Blakeley) asked me the following ques- 
tions :— | 1 


one 
*. 5 ae ae aS ae 


1. Whether it is a fact that representatives 
of the Public Service organizations are being: ore 
penalized by the Acting Public Service Com-#% Sc 
missioner, in consequence of absence on autho- 
rized leave, without pay, in connexion with — 
matters pertaining to the Interpretation Board 
and Arbitration Court, first, by the loss -ofza >, 
day’s annual leave for every day’s absence in aves 
excess of twenty-six days, and, in addition, by” 
deferment. of inerement for all absence in ex-. 
cess of thirty days? iad ogee. 

2. If so, will the Minister inform the House — 


fen im, | 


as to the particular provisions of the Public er: 
Service Act or regulations under. whiich such ~~ 
action is taken, and whether such is in accord e 
with the desire of the Minister in such 
matters; and Ze ae 


3.In view of the fact that the representa- aS 
tives referred to are adopting constitutional — 
means for the settlement of industrial matters — 
in dispute, will the Minister take the neces- 
sary steps to have the penalty restrictions re-_ 
moved? Pe ie ig - MGadeit = 


The Acting Public Service Commis 
sioner has now furnished the following — or 


replies :— . i j ee 
1. Leave, without '-pay, is’, ranted anion 
Public Service regulations 84 ene 85," 2 Under 


— 
ae 
ag her 4 


of service, and, consequently, increments cant. 
not be granted in respect of it. As regards 
leave under regulation 85, increments are de 
ferred for any period of absence exceeding 

thirty-one days, except in the case of officials 
of organizations under thle Arbitration (Pub- ~ ns 
lic It is the general rule, ap- 
plied to all officers, that annual recreation 


io) *% hw 
‘ < m em an 
= rien 7h pe 


2 
ears 
iy 


~ leave tis be ‘forfeited; nw The Rent oe one 


Pon _ day for every day in excess of twenty-s six for 
which an officer is. absent on special leave, 

a without pay, during a pone of - twelve 
» months. 


2. The granting of increments or recreation 
leave is discretionary, under Public Service 
regulations 57 and 76. 


3. It is not considered necessary to dis- 
-eriminate between representatives of Public 
Service organizations and other officers, except 
to the extent indicated in answer No, 5, 


(eee he OF PRISONERS. 
Mr. GROOM.—On the 17th July, the 


honorable member for Melbourne (Dr. 
Maloney) asked the following question :-—- 


In view of the Legislature of the State of 
Connecticut having ordered the word ‘“ con- 
vict ” to be stricken from the official records, 
and the word “inmate” to be applied to a 
prisoner, and, seeing that a large number of 
scientific men who have studied criminology 
hold the opinion that environment and ill- 
equipped minds are the main causes of crime, 
will the Acting Prime Minister request, the 
— Cabinet to follow the example of Connecticut 
in all Federal legislation? 


3 


7 _. IT am now in a position to inform the 
EHnorable member that the Attorney- 


_ General’s Department advises that it is” 


unaware “of any provision in Federal 
es. = teilation in which prisoners are re- 
a ferred to as © convicts.” 


WOOL-SC OURING PLANTS, 


“Mr. GROOM.—On the 11th J uly, the 
honorable member for Corio (Mr. eee 
as asked the following, questions :— 


1. Will the Acting Prime Minister state 
what are the number and names of owners of 
.  wool-secouring plants, pre-war and at present, 
- -respectively—(a) in Melbourne; (b) 
| long? 


ie. 


.2, The plant (giving capacity in. bales per. 


: Pasatit: -hours’ shift) ie at each of such 
works—(a) pre-war; (6) at present? 


3. What quantity of wool hag been supplied 
to each of such wool-scouring works by the 
Central Wool Committee from Ist January, 
1919, to date? 


4, Were any wool-scouring plants (and, if 
SO, whichi) permitted to work more than one 
shift of eight hours during the above-men- 
tioned period? 


ES, If such permission was peantel in some 
“eases, was it refused in others? . 
Rot AG at an, why? 


in Gee- — 


“eerns 


The | 
Watt) promised inquiry. I am now in 
a position to furnish the honorable mem- 
ber with the following information:— 


‘Acting Brine Thahepeud ((b, 


1. Statement: showing the number and 
names of owners of wool- -scouring plants, pre- 
war and. at present, respectively— (qa) in 
Melbourne; and (6) in Geelong:— : 


(a) MELBOURNE, 
Pre-war— : 


1, Chas. Bendix, i Ge 
2. W. Collier & Son, ie ee 
. vd. Dale & Co. 

. Dodd & Co. 

. Hackett Bros. 

W. Jackson & Co. 

. Laycock, Son, &. Co. 

. W. Murray & Co. 

. Sherwin & Whitehead. 

. John Smith. 


SO OI Ore Oo 


lead 


At present— 


. Chas. Bendix, 

. W. Collier & Son. 

J. Dale & Co. 

. Dodd & Co. 

. Hackett Bros. 

W-. Jackson & Co. 

. Laycock, Son, &- Co. oo he 

. W. Murray & Co.> ee 

. Sherwin & Whitehead. a 
10. John Smith. 

_ ll. Townsend, R. Smithi,. & Co, 

» 12. United Wool Scouring Co, 

13. Yarra Falls Spinning Ge 3 


COON Oe NY 


(0) GEELONG. 
Prée-war— 


1. F, H. & F. Ambler. oe 

2. Alex. McDonald roy Phoenix Wool- 
works). 

3. J. & F. O’Beirne, 

4. W. & I. Smith. 


At present— 


1, F. oH. & F. Ambler: 

2. P. J. Cosgrove & Con: 

3. J. Cook. 

4. Corio Wool Scouring Co, 

5. Alex. McDonald (now Phenix Wool- 
works). 

6. A. V. Macdonald, 

7. J. & F. O’Beirne.:’ 

8. H. O’Beirne. 

9. W. & I. Smith, 


Nore.—Only firms who are secourin for the 
Central Wool Committee appear in ais return. ‘ 


2. The question of the capacity of the works 
per eight-hours’ shift is a matter. which con- 
the individual ‘owner, and one oyer 


which the Central Wool Commities has no 
control, 


— Wool Conimittee from Ist January, 1919, to 
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3. Statement shiowing the quantity of ‘acl ait a oak arhich has Tek guaran: 
gupplied to scouring works by the Central téed them’ Lam ‘how. ita position to ss 


"24th, July, 1919:— supply the following answer :— — ae. ee 3 
a The harvests in respect of which uarantees a 
Dcourer. pates ante Sacks, were given were irl of 1917-18 a 1918-19. 
Melbourne-— The amount guaranteed for the former, Viz., 
Dodd '& Co... .« 2,988 13 413 4s. f.0.b., has practically been paid. The amount — 
W Murray & Co. \.°° 27,019 1S 20087 ouar anteed for the 1918-19 wheat. was paid on_ 
John. Smith .. Ae 5,545 40 1,107 delivery. as. 
Sherwin Whitehead .. 933 7 172 Any recommendations which the pees 
Townsend, | Rhodes, . : Wheat Board may make for further advances 
Smith, & Co. -. .. 4,053 72 2,748 will have “full consideration. 
Collier & Son te 440 10 2o1< ; ii 
C. eare es eee me : 4 On 25th July, the honorable Pe : 
eed A C6. 573] Yaa Wimmera (Mr. Sampson) asked me— ~— : 
Hackett Bros. .. 2,577 105 3,380 Will the Acting Leader of the House request  _—~ 
United Wool Scouring the Central Wheat Board to make an early ~~* 
Co. 10,246 5 116 announcement as to the final prices that wheat ~— = < 
Yarra Falls " Spinning in. the various Pools is expected to realize, so : 
Co. sie SOS 5 oe od 51 that growers who are holders of serip may not 
Laycock, Son, & Co. .. 953 — — ° place such scrip on the open market, and for — 
—~ ——— want of knowledge on the subject, sell it at " 
Total pe .. 52,614 271 8,986 reduced prices? og ue 
: , | T am now able to furnish the Following 
- Geelong— reply: fae : 
FH. & F. Ambler’ ~ .. 708 49 Bs 


SO Reine a PgaG 33 30° A ‘full statement as to the opsrattbne of the = => 
rs at ith 2439 121 43 various Pools will be made as soon as certain 
+ hh O'Rewrne 1 ae 37 48 necessary returns have been furnished by the ~~ 
A Me A Anal ""  9’395 60 356 state, offices. The States have been pressed ~ 
4 ear eet & to expedite the pone ie of these returns. ie 


John Cook .. fi e426 70 475 Je 
P. J. Cosgrove & Co. . 1,554 73. 444 z 
Corio Wool Scouring 
Co. < at 2TH i OBE APART _ TRADE MARKS BIEL. tae 
R. Smith (Phenix Bul received from the Senate, and (on =| 
Wool Works) -. 8,517 144 1,626 motion by Mr. Groom) read a first time. 23 
Total , AT ABT.. <745 - 8,935 - ee te ine 
— COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES BILE. 
Melbourne .. .» 52,614 271 8,986 ae: eee 


: : In Committee (Consideration pete 
Geel in .. 17,487 745 8,935 
ote See ae pron Both July, vide page 11022) + 
Grand total .. 70,051 1,016 12,921 Clause 6. 


Progress reported. \ es ae 

4, 5,-and 6, The pants Wool Committee © 2 Le a 

points out that, until 24th April, be} In the House ; | : 

scourers were not restricted in their hours o f 3 
work, but that from that date all. scourers Drcraration or UrcEnoy. rae daa A Ve 


were allocated only sufficient wool to keep _ Mr, GROOM (Darling Downs—<hinia-<o ee 
them at work for forty-eight hours per week. 4... f5, Works and Rail ways and Acting ; 
| Attorney-General) [6.19].—I declare the 


WHEAT POOL Commercial Activities Bill to be an oe 
! : * Bill, and move— oi 
ADVANCES TO eaotes WueEat That the Bill be considered an urgent Bin. 
) RICES. . 7 
" Mr. Tupor pate Bs Speaker—— 


Mr. GROOM.—On 28rd July, the hon- 
orable member for Dampier (Mr. Gre- W veal 
gory) asked me whether, in view of the Johnson).—Order! The motion As“ not 
recent large sales of wheat, the Govern- open to debate: 
ment would advance to the farmers at Question resolved in the affirmative. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. age 


_ ter,for Works and Railways and Acting 
es {6.20].— I. move— 


That the time allotted for the further’ con- 

< " sideration: of the Bill in Committee, ofher than 
the schedules, preamble, and title be until 10 
ee ’ o’clock this evening; that the time allotted for 
_ .~ the consideration of the schedules, preamble, 
-and title be until 8.30 p.m. to-morrow; that 
the time allotted for the consideration of the 


= 


-. remaining stages. of the Bill be until 10,30 - 


p .m, to-morrow. 


ss Mr. Hiees—Give your reasons. 


fe oe “Miss GROOM.—The reason for this 
motion is that the Bill, which has already 
been well discussed, is urgent. The de- 
_ bate has extended over several days, and 
eas the passing of the Bill isa matter of 
urgency, it-is desired to transmit it to 
> the- Senate as quickly as, Possible. 


Ne Sa arti bess 
= “i= 


‘not in favour of-a proposal to prevent 
_ honorable members 
_ Opinions in regard to this or any other 
i measure. When the standing order 

“under which the motion as been ‘sub- 
- mitted | was before the House, it was 
_ stated by many honorable members that 


ee As” a matter of fact, however, on the 
first occasion of its application——in con- 


keds an all-night sitting. 


Mr. Burcuenn.—And about twenty- 
- one divisions were taken during the night. 


Mr, TUDOR.—The Bill to which I 
Soe was brought. forward during the 


a - honorable member’s absence in England, 
and was designed to assist the Government. 


‘in connexion with the by-election for 
-Corangamite. By the application of the 
guillotine, a number of amendments of 
which. notice had been given could not be 
discussed. The honorable member for 
Ge =. Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) had given notice 
. of several, but they were all guillotined. 

ges especially object. to the vroposed limi- 


~ this Bill. We are to deal with the Bill 
other than the schedule and preamble by 


10 o’clock to-night, and we are to dis- 


8,30 pn. a would remind honorable 


z 


Mr. GROOM "(Darling Dowrid--Minis 


< ‘Vr, “TUDOR (Yarra) Poot |= am. 


expressing their 


it would do away with all-night sittings: 


nexion with the Electoral Bill—we had 


tation of the debate on the schedule to 


pose of the schedule by to-morrow at. 


p.m. 


é ise Ps iret 


“ets 


vities. BM. _r108 


dae cand’ sist: ater the ee Supply : 
motion, we shall have - the’ first. oppor-- 
tunity ‘that we have enjoyed since June 
last year to ventilate grievances, When — 
that motion was submitted last month, ae 
soon as one honorable member had spoken ae 
to it the Government 
jounment of the debate, and so 
stopped all discussion. It. will be pos- 
sible for them to adopt the same course 
to-morrow, and 
honorable ‘members who could not discuss 


the ship-building proposals-to-day from 
availing themselves of the opportunity to. 
I protest bier this itieslte,? of a 
doing business. = 


do so. 


Mr. 


bd 


Mr. Hecror LamMonp. ule meaee that iy 


the amendment to the schedule of ‘which ie 


I have given notice will not be reached. 


Mr.. TUDOR.—As the honorable. mem- 


_ber’s proposed: amendment relates to the — 
last clause of the schedule, it will be num- ~ 


bered among the slaughtered innocents. 


I, too, have given notice of some amend- — 


ments to the schedule, in connexion with 
which we shall have an opportunity of 
discussing for the first time certain regu-— 
ie. made under the War Precattions 
ct 
the representation: on the Central Dairy 
Produce Committee, 
the Committee is either a producer Ohne 
agent; the consumers ee no. voice in its 
management. Under this motion, how- 
ever, those who. desire to -diseuss- the - 


question of the representation of the con- 


sumers on that Committee will be blocked. 
I do not know whether it is competent — 
for me to move an amendment se this 
motion.. 


Mr. SPEAKER. (Hon. 
Johnson ).— I; is. : 


Mr. TUDOR.—Then, in order to ret : 
the feeling of the House, I move— ; 


W. “Elliot 


That the words ‘‘ ten o ‘clock this evening Lae 


be left out with a view to insert in lieu thereof 


the words: “four o'clock on Friday afternoon, ' 


Sitting ae ae aye to é 4 


Aerator Se 


secured the ad- 


so to prevent many | Pe. 


SAMPSON. A oes the Satan mean i 

that the consideration of this Bill will 
take precedence of the fonces sannint ee 
Motion to-morrow ? 


One of my amendments relates to 


Every member of _ 


Mr. FENTON Ciaran) § [ < 
-The amendment has been submitted as 
“protest | against the action of the Go- — 
vernment in limiting debate on. an ind * 
portant ‘measure, © Certainly a fair— 
 amouiit. of time has been spent on this 
Bill already; but it is one of far- reaching 
importance, affecting not) only the pri- 
mary industries, but also the consumers. 
f course, the Government have a majo-- 
rity, and we know exactly how honorable 
members will range themselves in a divi- 
sion, That being the case, I. do not pro- 
pose to labour the question, but, in com- 
‘pany with other members of the Opposi- 
‘tion, I enter my protest against the 
hurrying of important measures through 
the House without allowing time for due 
consideration. Cees 


7 


Risnestion: Phat the wots proposed to. 
a be left out stand part of the motion— 
2 _ The House peices s ae 


‘ es ee ve one Sees 30 
PeupiMioes thu 9600.0 McG cB 

Majority ....8..° ae 15 
Ayes. Be, : 


mh 


Lynch, iy « 

_| Mackay, G. H. 
“ -)MeWilliams, -W. J. 
Picott,; a. Rs Me 
| Poynton, ‘AS ar 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Sampson, S. 
Sinclair, H. 
Smith, Laird 


Shot: Li. -Colonel 
Archibald, W0% 
Atkinson, L. |» 
> Bamford, F..W.* 
. Bayley, ae G. 
Burchell, R. J. 
Chanter, J. M. 
Corser, E. B. C. 
- Foster, Richard 


2 Glynn, P.. McM. Spence, W.-G, 

_ Gregory, H., Webster, W. * 
‘eee L, E. Wise, G. H. : 
Tellers: Trg: 3 


Thomson, John 
Story, W. H. 


NOES. 


We Riley, E. 
Tudor, FG. * 
ine, M. P. ©. | Wallace, ©. 
ae ce eer | Westy J. 
on, W. F. Yates, G. EH. 
Ams Tellers: serae atte 
Were: Page) dicnheet Cee 
erga fe Watkins, D : 


<a We ee 


‘Gibson, W. G. Catts, J. H. 
Fleming, W: M. Maloney, Dr... 
‘Lister, J. HH. -|McDonald, C. 
Kelly, W. H. ‘| McGrath, ‘Dr "Cele 
~ Palmer, ‘A. C. Nicholls, S. R. 


- sumed) : a3 ; 


Precautions’ (Sheep Regie ie 


the eu) —_ 


| workers, ane ‘many priv fe OC 
3 nope ee same peng sil he 


sich cee . nee 3 


Mts 


_ Question: enti in the affirmati fen 
Amendment negatived. 


Original oe ae resolved in 
mative. 5 ae 


In 


Cc ommittee 


Clause 6 {Coitinnance of War 


Mr. RILEY. (South Sydney) [7. 51). 
I move as an amendment— ig eee 
‘That the Shae 3 sub- Panag be aad 


“Colonial. {Cini Saunas nde ‘Weay ng 
Company Limited, and Whiddon Bro : 
_. Limited, 20. per cent. of the net ear 
‘received from the said companies - 
agreements between the Government 
ithe companies, the said 20 per cent. 
distributed amongst the employees in su 
sums and in such manner as a committ 
of ten persons spate bye the we 
huyth oes 


vermnbit set ib: get £280, 000 
share of their profits from the mat 
ture of wool’ tops during the wa 
Now, on account of litigation 
the Commonwealth and the m: 
turers in regard to the ‘profits, the 
try is suspended, and the employ S 
idle. The amendment merely asks t 
the Government shall pay some 


ee ey ee (4 AG “ae! > ‘i “Ve P i. “ 
SE pith Sa fet aga Ty ao Ae Re 
Aes ' 


SESS tion, See a ‘ V yh 
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= “in the eae poe dare Nes worked 


loyally to complete the ‘contracts made by 
the Government and the companies, and 

ee Phot for their co-operation the Govern- 

iS, ment would not now be entitled to profits 
- amounting to £280,000. 

a Mr. Rideen oS Hiay many employees 

“are engaged in the industry ? 


Mr. RILEY.—About 800'or 900, many 
a, whom wate young women not eaPning 
very high*wages. The workers in the in- 
_ dustry as°*a whole are not highly paid. 

~ Why should the Government. reap the re- 
sults of their labour -without giving them 
compensation for the unemployment 
caused by a pending law-suit between the 
Commonwealth and the companies? 
-. . Mr. Preorr.—The proposed bonus will 
2 amount to about £62 per head. 

Mr. RILEY.—That is not very much. 
I ask the Government not to regard the 
amendment as a party move. The Com- 

¥ . mittee should agree to the amendment, 
- - which will assure to the employees a 
share of the profits they have created. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
“ister for Works and Railways and Acting 
| Atoms Genera [7.59|—I. cannot 
acces the amendment. , 

: Mr. Rirey.—Can the Minister suggest 
ey any. other means of giving effect to the 
a ppmoposals @ 

Mr. GROOM. 3 cannot. 


ia4 Ne 
Se icee' 
By 
Ys 


Te 


2 Wie are not 


a : ee ecpine in this Bill to apnea or in- 


terfere in any way with the internal ar- 
_- _ .vangements made by the Wool Commit-_ 
~-. tee, or with any contract made for the 


- benefit of the Government... We are 
* merely seeking to authorize the continua-_ 
~~ tion .of certain activities, inorder. that 
obligations may be honoured and the 
activities may be properly wound up. 


A law-suit is pending ‘between the 
Commonwealth and the wool-tops manu- 
facturing companies in regard, to the 
profits resulting from the agreement 
between the, parties, and while 
sub judice we cannot discuss it. 


But 
- the mover of the amendment is assuming 
that the Government will receive certain 
_. profits, and he suggests that in this Bill 
~_ we should do a most. extraordinary thing, 


: = That is. that we should now at- 
tempt to. give a bonus for _ the 


“purvose | of 


tenis: 


increasing the 


wages of 
men employed 


in a certain industry, 
because -these men are out of em- 
ployment. Every one sympathizes with 
men who are out of employment, but tt 
is the wrong way to remedy that misfor- 
tune by inserting a clause in a Bill to 
pay to the men employed by a _ private 
firm a bonus in the shape of a percentage 
out of the profits derived by the Com- 
monwealth from that firm. It is true 
that the Commonwealth is to share some 
of the profits made by this firm, but is it 
to be laid down as a general principle that 
when a certain industry is dislecated by. 
whatever cause the Commonwealth is to 
be obliged to appropriate out of the Con-~ 
solidated Revenue a bonus. to various: = 
people employed in it? 
An importing industry’s existence fiiay 
depend upon the Tariff. Should it be- 
come dislocated by reason of an alteration — 
of the Tariff, would the Commonwealth 
be expected to pay out of the revenue de- 


rived from Customs duties a bonus to the 


efiployees in the industry who might be 
thrown out of work? That would be an 
utterly wrong principle to introduce into 
dur legislation. 

Mr. Rinzy.—It is done by. prea em- 
ployers. oe 
Mr. GROOM. Ved and it is a proper a 
principle for private individuals to adopt, 
but the honorable member is asking the — 
Committee to adopt a new principle, not — 
that the employer should. pay a bonus to 
~his employees, but that the Common- 
wealth Government should pay out of 
the Consolidated Revenue—the profits de- 
rived go into Consolidated Revenue, and 
would need to be appropriated—a bonus . 
to the employees of a private firm. The 


proper position is for the employer tO pay 
the rate of wages prevailing 1 in the indus- 


try as fixed by law. 


Mr. Warxtns.—Are there not Repeal 
circumstances in this case, seeing that 
these men have been thrown out of work 
in an industry in which the Common- 
wealth Gqvernment ” are partners ? | 

Mr. GROOM. — The fact that these ~ 
men’ are out of work does not throw on 
the Commonwealth Government the obli- 
gation to pay them’ a bonus. It is not 


Nee. 
pos ae 
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from lack of sympathy for the men wine 


are out of work that I oppose the amend- 
ment. The laudable object which the 
honorable member seeks to achieve cannot 
be attained in the way he suggests. The 
firm to which he has referred has ceaséd 
operations because there is a dispute with 
the Commonwealth -Government, - but 
other firms are carrying on. The hon- 
orable member’s proposal is quite alien to 
the general purport of the Bill, and, if 
earried to a logical 
mean that where the Commonwealth re- 
-eeived _profits from’ an-“undertaking 
not . ‘carried, <om .-by at) it~ weuld 
be under an. obligation ‘to .pay a 
bonus to the workmen employed in. it. 
The proper principle is that these men 
should be paid a decent living wage ac- 
‘cording to the laws of. Australia. : 


Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia)~ [8.5]—I 
regret that the “Minister (Mr. Groom) 
takes up a hostile attitude to the amend- 
ment. If Ministers. have any sympathy 
for: the employees in the tellmongering 
industry they ought to show it in a prac- 
tical way. -ft is. true that the pro- 
posal of “the honorable member for South 


Syduey (Mr. Riley) is an almost unheard- . 


of one, butit is quite in keeping with the 
Spirit of the times.» The trouble with 
the world is that people who are obliged 
to work for wages are not receiving a 
fair share of the product of their labour. 
Those who take an interest in social prob- 
lems are endeavouring to discover a 
method by which we may do away: with 
social unrest and put an end ‘to. strikes. 
In this case the Government are to receive 
out of the profits of certain companies 50 
per cent. for the first year, and 663 per 
cent. for subsequent years, during which 
_ the war-time profits tax is in operation. 
The people who have been working in 


_. €onnexion with the agreement, the fell- 
-/ mongers, 
= women who. have been making wool 
| tops, 


wool-scourers;. and’ men~ and 


erate 


have been paid a very poor. 
) etate ‘of -wages, and “have had ~ to 
' submit= to*¢ the loss - of wages when 


out of employment. 


called—or 


(REPRESENTATIVES. } 


‘able work of Ajieneane | are outta” 
‘to a war-bonus. 


ing, Spinning, and. Weaving Compan fe be 
0) 


eonclusion would - 


the once member will agree with me - 


ef If any one should. 

“get something as a result of the Govern- 
- ~ment’s iienies. fee—as it is 
' ~ share-in’ the profits made, these employees 


: it means gain 9 mee r conyers abe 
who have to do the eperely. disagree- | 


work, | ga cat 


Activities Bill. ne 


fT have seen a. certain 
branch of fellmongering described” by: a 
chairman-of am industrial Court as work 
that no human. being should: be ole wR AB 
upon to’ do. It is most filthy work 
The employees of. Messrs. Whiddon — 
Brothers Limited and the Colonial Combs’ 


Limited are mostly fellmongers and wo: 
scourers. .Why should the Government « 
indulge in profiteering? It was a Pel | 
profitecring scheme, by which these com- nS 
panies were-to get 6s. per Ib. for their "Se 
wool tops during the war as against 2s. 6d. 


per Ib. which. they were getting prior. f- : Pes 
the war. es AG 
Me Const obo how rebie, eee th. Otc 


when he was Treasurer, did the same in 
aE 
regard to sugar. ee. 


Mr. HIGGS.—The G@ivecriten of ths So. 


day hoped to make a profit of. about.” Se 
£500,000 out of the sugar industry, but = 


when I say that the workers in the sugar 
industry have far better conditions that Sa 
those under which the fellmongers. work, © ao 
I heard. an honorable member on the Min- * ss 
isterial side the other night say, “ The ac 
Leader of the Opposition points his finger ve es 
at me as if I were responsible for the 


doings of the shipping companies. | es a 
assure Honorable members that the only z 
interest I have in these companies is in sae 
respect to the dividends I’ draw.” Mr. 


-Justice Higgins pointed out the other day 


that many shareholders in companies take ~*~ 
no interest in the operations of the com- ~~ 
panies except in regard to the divideeder Zs 4 

earned by them.” They simply ask ee ; 
companies to pay. their dividends into™ 
their banking aécounts, and do not think | 
of how those dividends are produced. — 


Mr. ") owETr.—That remark ee not | 
apply to-every one. ae 


Mr. HIGGS.—I-am_ inclined to thisk’ ae 
that it applies to some wool tops apts = 
panies, who are extremely careless as to 
the welfare of their employees; and if it 
suits them to close down their works for ¢ e. 
two or three months they do so, although — 


e 
ed at Ds dis 
~ There is no 
-reagon ee atc, should not order 
_ that a proportion .of the -profits to be 
placed at the disposal of the Government ~ 
~ shall be distributed by a Committee 
elected by the employees. - Tt is under- ” 
stood that the. Commonwealth Govern- 
‘ment is to receive £300,000 or thereabouts» 
as a resets -~ the partnership with Messrs. 


0 ee Spinning, and Weav- 
ing Comme Limited. ‘ What. objection . 
» ean there be to paying 20. per cent. of that 
amount as.a war bonus to the employees’ 
_ engaged in the industry? 
_ member for South. Sydney Oh: Riley) ae 
can correct me if I am wrong in saying 
ut many of | these employees have not. 
os @ ed. on an L average £1 — week” all fhe 
- ye ar round. oe 
tILEY, Baar hear! 


Mn, “HIGGS. Yet‘ the Cerube ent af 
‘a rich and wealthy Commonwealth is to. 
7 ty £300,000 under its agreement | 
the companies, and declines to pay a 
z bonus ‘to the unfortunate Borpiayees 


The honorable ~ 


one ele mendion™ of sugar. 
pressure was brought to bear on. “the ? 
nt by rural representatives. in 
- tnis House, Ministers freely surrendered I 
the £500,000 which was to have been made __ 
out of the sugar industry, and handed it. 
back © ‘to the: sugarcane-growers. | 
ieve that they have also handed aes a 
considerable portion of the profits made 
ont of the Wheat Pool. 
dd not hand back to the rabbit-trappers 
- the profits made out of rabbit skins. 

- The rabbit. trappers are not influential — 
ne igh to. bring pressure to bear on the 
AAey happen to be mostly. 
Australian ‘Workers | 
nion, whose opinions have no weight 
As: honorable mem 


Governme: 


The Government — 


Government, 
members | of 


“Grip. ee ust ey oF ne ae say fe ae 
Bolshevism, but it is the impression of 
“honorable members opposite; and if we 
are. to stop direct action . and revolution, — 
the Government, every. “member. of Par- _ 
liament and every employer will have to_ 
take a greater interest in the welfare of 
‘people who have to work for wages, and — 
who do not know for a montl eat 
“where their living is coming from. oe: 
though profit-sharing may not be-a solu- 
tion of our industrial difficulties, here 
will, no doubt, be a good deal-of it on 
_ the ‘part of many employers who desire ie 
to improve industrial conditions | and re 
move the hate that is growing up- be- 
tween employer and employee. . ee FO- 
~ vernment should set an Pact es: 

Mr. Groom—The ~ Government, tre ts 
its own employees well. ite ee 

Mr, HIGGS.—That is not. the point. 

if *: Groom. —It is the example. ee: 


HIGGS.—As a rule, I believe the 
cere tries to treat its employees — 
in the Civil Service well, and those em- . 
-ployees have © better opportunities — ee 
bringing their case before the Govern 
ment than have employees ” in the fel Sas 
“mongering institutions, - If the Govern- 
ment are prepared to hand back to the — 4 
sugar farmers £500,000, surely they 

ought ¢ to be prepared to hand back a por-— 
tion of the profits which they hope to 
make out of the agree with thes 
oa companies. . 2s 
i Mr. -Roperrs. What do. you say the ; 
profits are? ee 
Mr. HIGGS.—Up.to the last: ‘account. 
ing period, prior to the trouble, the esti- 
mated profits, acéording to the Govern- ee 
“ent, in the case of one company, were — 
“£280, ‘000, which, I believe, is the sum 
‘mentioned in the writ issued by the Go- 
vernment. eee 
Mr, Maxwstt. _Would it phils well 
~ to postpone’ the consideration’ of — ee Es 
‘matter until we find we are actually going 
to get this money? > ae 


Mr, HIGGS. —The- docetable member 
for South Sydney (Mr. Riley) does not 
“mention any total, but proposes that 20: 
per cent. of whatever is received shall 
‘be paid to the employees. » < "Phere is-a. 
_ proposal tra asd iS the - pee is voted. OY ae 


ae “the: Cherie’ as a war : bonus, she oe 
_ ployees shall appoint a committee. to de- 
cide how it is to be distributed. I 
_imagine such a: ‘eommittee would take 
‘into consideration the skill of the various 
employees, the time they had been en- 
gaged, and the disagreeable nature of. the | 
work, ‘and see that the money went - 
an due” proportions to the people who 
_ were entitled to receive a share. Ane: | 
effort has been made. meet the 
_ growing desire on the et of employees 
to have some voice in the management of 
the industries in which they are engaged ; 
" and surely no exception can be taken to 
that. JI have heard: that an endeavour 
ee been made by a mining company to 
Bete its employees to take an interest - 
in the company’s welfare by setting apart — 
a portion of the shares under a trust, 


' dends they may earn over to a committee 
elected by the employees to decide to 
what purpose the money shall be applied 


 —-whether it shall all, or only a portion: 


of it, be divided amongst the employees, 
the other portion being devoted to any: 
particular service the employees may con-. 
_ sider necessary. These shares are never » 
x sold, but remain in the hands of the trust, 
and the dividends are to be operated in 
the interests of the employees. ; 


Iam inclined to think that, in our 
efforts to bring about a better state of. 
“society, we shall have many of those ex- 
periments tried by companies: and other 
_ employers, and there is no reason why 
. the Government should not agree to such 
a policy. The view of the Leader of 
the Government (Mr. Groom) that a 
- proposition is most extraordinary, i 

‘ ae no reason for objecting to it, a 
«there must be a commencement made. 
The honorable gentleman must know 
from his reading of history that there 
: was a time in Russia, not so long — 
_ prior to the revolution, ‘when a squire 
uld say to a young woman in his em- 
loy that she must marry a particular. 
an whom he employed on another 
tate, possibly many miles away, and the 
oman had no voice in the matter. 
M: Dy extraordinary practices might be 
cit ed as in vogue years ago. Our. evolu- 
tion is slow, and experiments have to. be. 


with the view of handing whatever diyi- = 


es 


- and Parliament. 


aiea, “and, 


but: it. would 
Government, instead eh aa 


seamen on * Stetices who, In my opinion), ir 
entitled £o10t Te that i 1S. SO, employees 
-various other industries, including | 
-mongérs, wool. scourers, and . wool- 
makers are equally entitled to -considera- 
tion... Most of the employees in the ews 
‘dustry are young women engaged at a 
small wage,-. and only intermittently 
_ They are likely to be, and are, thrown 
‘out of work for weeks and. months at a 
time; and it would be a magnanimous act.” # 
of grace on the part of the Government = 
to allow a portion of the peony to be dis-_ 
_ tributed as I have sugg gested. ; 


ate CHARLTON (Branier) Is 20) — a 


aiieutinene T° ton noe “agree u 
the honorable gentleman in the view 
that, if the proposal be carried, nen 
_every one who makes a. claim agains 
‘the Customs Department, on acc 
of the heavy duties, would . be en 
to a. rebate. - The positions - are 
different, and, in the first place, 
practical purposes, the Governmen 
employer. The Government act © 
OPA OR with tee wool. SOON UE 


petal of the wool Aer It is well” Ww 
that, during the war, wool brought go 
prices, with the result ‘that large profi 
were made: and it is to the credit of th 
employees that, though they were r 
ing low wages, ‘they remained loyal 
Government and to the country. 
‘matter of fact, I believe they receivec 
less wages than the general run of 

ployees, and yet they. continued th 
work of producing wool tops, which 
-mises to return the Government a 
large sum of money. In consequence 
-a dispute between the company and t 
Government, the company was compelle 
cease making “wool tops, 4 
throwing all these people out of mp! 
ment; and the position is 

demands attention from the Gc 
VE Surely 


. living, shall be called on to suffer. We 
. are told that they have not had much 
_. work for the last six months, and, if that 
is so, | am surprised that the Government 
have not before now come to their rescue, 
for they certainly had. a legitimate claim. 
If the Government are controlling the in- 
dustry, and making provision for the ex- 
port and sale of the wool, with a view of 
getting 50 per cent. of the profits, we 
have some responsibility for seeing that 
those who do the work shal! at least get 
~- feasonable compensation. If they are all 
thrown out of employment, and can no 
- longer provide for their families or them- 
selves, it is only fair that, in their hour 
of need, we should come to their assist- 
ance. If the Government cannot see 
their way to accept this particular amend- 
ment, the Minister in charge might make 
- a statement to the effect that, in view of 
_ the services of these people to the coun- 
try, they should have some share of the 
profits made. However, we do not hear 
one word—to that effect, ‘but are told that 
if this concession is. granted, rebates will 
have to be given in connexion with every 
_ business. The tendency now is to try to 
_ereate a better feeling between employer 
and employee, and I repeat that, for all 
practical purposes, the Government, in 
ae this case, is one of the employers. The 
es Government. are prepared to pocket all 
they can, and to fee eminent lawyers to 
fight their case in Court, but they. are 
- not prepared to give one penny to those 


_ who have created so much wealth. The 
employees have not had fair treatment. 
Pec AS the result of the disagreement  be- 


_ tween the Government and the com- 
_panies, these people have been thrown 
Se out of employment. The Government . 
ne ‘might very well say ‘to them, ‘‘ You 
shall not suffer because of the disagree- 
ment. You have rendered good service, 
and we shall see that you get something 
in return for the labour you have per- 
formed.’’ If the Government adonted 
that attitude they would set a worthy 
example to employers generally. I have 


_ often heard honorable members opposite 
advocate the adoption of a system under 
Which employees would participate in the 
Why . not 
The_ 


ofits of their employers. 
opt vee ayerened in - this case? . 


© that- fice Peeople anes ore for a ca 
in tance, in the face of the increased cost, of 


‘wage, 


NE a aie | pe Rt AO A) ye 
it ese 


_Adtvites Bill. - 


Oana 


Government fie reap... Nine profits, and 
they should set the employers outside a 
good example. 
eonsider the whole matter. 


for the relief of the 
among ‘these people. 


distress existing 
In consequence of 


the high cost of living and the reduction 


of employment during the war, ‘there are 
people in distress in all parts of the Com- 
monwealth, During the war period quite 
a number were not fully employed. 


I hope they will re- 
They should . 
at least. be prepared to grant a lump sum 


Oe a eas ae 


Those who were engaged in ‘the produc- — 


tion of wool tops were in receipt of a low 
but they worked faithfully, 
should be rewarded. Te they had de- 
clined to work without an increase of 
wages, 


loyal, and gave ‘ae the best that was in 
them, with the result that out of their 
industry the Government have reaped 
large profits, 
nised in any way. 
unfair. 
divide £10,000 or £20,000 amongst these 
employees, 
the people of Australia behind 


Surely that is 


them. 


some people would have found 
fault with them, but because ‘they were 


If the Government proposed to 


T am sure they would have 


rane.” : 


they are not to be recog- — 


Do the peovle desire that the Govern: — 
ment should reap this enormous profit, — 


and. at the same time, ' bret eweab 


those who produced. it? 


Mr. Prcorr.—Twenty per cent. in this : 
‘case would mean £56,000. 8 


Mr. CHARLTON.—If | the : 
ment are not prepared to accept this 
amendment, which, 


according to the 


Govern- — 


honorable member, would involve a pay- 


ment of £56,000, let them publicly ex- 


press their willingness to distribute 
£20,000 amongst these employees as. an 
act of grace. Ministers, however, declare 
that the amendment should be rejected, 
*and, at the same time, are not ready to 
make any provision for the onlay ie in 
the wool-tops industry. 

Mr. Ropcers.—The honorable member 
does not seriously argue that because 
those people are now out of employment 
they are entitled to a share of the profits 
made in the industry? 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I urged that the 
Government should make a grant of 
£20,000 to them as an act of grace. I be- 
‘Tiewe that the honorable member who 
moved the — amendment (Mr. — Riley) 


Shite 


ui “Commercial” 


would withdraw it if 
an undertaking that such 
would be made. 
- tosee that justice is done. Our object is 
not to plunder the Treasury, but to induce 
the Government to recognise the good 
_ work done by the employees engaged in 
the wool-top industry during the war. 
Fifty per cent. of the profits derived 
from the sale of all surplus wool by the 
British Government, after satisfying the 
requirements of the Army and Navy, are 
to be distributed amongst the pastoral- 
ists. 


Mr. Picorr. —But the pastoralists will 


a grant 


not vet anything like 50 per cent. of the _ 


_ profits derived from the sale of that sur-. 
plus wool. 


“Mr. Ropgers.—Yes, 50 per cent: ig 5 to 
be received by the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment, 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes, ne the 
money is to be distributed amongst the 
pastoralists who produced the wool. That 
being so, surely we should make a grant 
of £20,000 or, £30,000 to these people 
to help ‘them in their hour of need. After 
the lawsuit has. been determined, work 
will probably be found for them, but in 
the meantime a grant such as I have 
suggested would be of great assistance to 
them. Unless the Government are pre- 
pared to publicly announce their willing- 
ness to make’such a grant, the Commit- 
tee should carry this amendment. I do 
not say that these employees have a legal 
claim, but they certainly have a moral 
claim, on the Government. They have 
produced ENS wealth for the community, 
and just as a return is to be made to the 
pastoralists in respect of the profits made 
by the British and Imperial Governments 
on the sale of surplus wools, so these. 
people should receive a grant out of the 
profits secured by the Government on the 
Penaiactire of wool tops. 


- Mr. RODGERS (Warhor) [8. 37] —I 
' should not have addressed myself-to the 
—amehdment but for the belief that it is 
likely to occupy the whole of the time set 
-- apart for the discusison of this_ part of 
the Bull. ; 
Mr. Tupor.—The: honorable member 
- €annot discuss Ins own proposed amend- 
ment at this stage. | 


. fe 


[REPRESENTATIVES] ‘a 
we, es 


Our only desire is— 


cent. of the profits arising from the com. 
tract made between the Government snd? vie ac 


- Government, afid by the desire of the 


gains in respect.of it, but in connexion 


authorities for Army, Navy, and nursing — 


_ On two or. ate occasions ee “have > 


Activites Bill, = 


Mr. RODGERS. 1 ‘think: Sth ae | 
orable member will find that L shall get 
in all that I want to say on the subject. 
I credit the honorable. member for — 
Hunter (Mr. Charlton) with sincerity. 
and good faith im his desire that 20 per ~ 


the two wool-combing companies in’ ques- —e 
tion should be allotted to the mpi as 
who, undoubtedly, had a share in the pro- 
duction of that wealth. If those profits = = 
rightly belonged to the Government, there — a Ge 


might be some good ground for such a0 ot 


claim ~“in view of all that we hear as to 
the desirableness of co-operative forms of © — 
industry. I wish, however, to place bent 


fore the Committee an. entirely different 


view as to the ownership of profits ~~ 
The Central Wool Commsttee has under- 
taken a great trust on behalf of the ~~ 

wool-growers of Australia. It operates-as — 
a Government instrumentality, inasmuch 
as it was constituted at the wish of the — 


growers, In relation to the ‘contracts — 
which have been cited by the honorable — 
member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs), the 
position of the Central Wool Committee . ae. 
is that of a trustee of the raw material— 
the wool—which lbelongs to the growers, 
and not to the Commonwealth. , No ac- 

quisition Bill has been passed iransfer- 
ring from the growers to. the Government 

the interest in that wool. The Govern- — — 
ment had authority to make coral ae “a ne 


with all other contracts, and particularly ~ 
in the case of the contract made with the 
Imperial Government for the sale of our 
wool, the Ministry have recognised the — 
rights of the growers. As a result of the 

bargain thatthey made, that all wodl over ee - 
and above that required by the Imperial 


purposes should be sold in the ordimary — 
way, and that the profits so~ derived — 
should be shared by the two Governis eee 
ments, 50 per cent. of the profits derived 
from the salé of those surplus wools will ¢: 
fall back to the Pool and will be distri as 
buted amongst the growers. . 1] cannot. Seo 
how the Government. can claim that they 
have any interest as a Government in 5 — 
wool, sheepskins, or anything else’ falling. = 
under the control of the Wool Committee. 


‘marily hae to t 
abbit skins, for — ; 

trappers were deprived of their honest 

‘share in the proceeds of their own toil. 

I did not stand for that, and never will. 

I also contend that the growers of the 

wool are entitled to whatever profits may 


ef the contract made with the Colonial _ 
Combing, Spinning, and Weaving Com- 
“pany, and Whiddon Brothers Limited. 
‘The wool manufactured into wool tops 
- under that agreement was never the pro- 
5: ‘perty of the Commonwealth. In, respect 
of it, the Government and the Wool Com- 
“mittee have undertaken a trust just. as 


Government having power to make a con- 


tain variety or quality of wheat in the 
ool, that the profits so secured shall fall 


should be distributed here and hare. 


see in this case a very natural con- 
quence of what, in my opinion, is State 
argainine. The employers Have made 
huge profits, and the employees naturally 
“We worked to bring. about those 
Pp fits, ‘and we claim a. share of them.” 
aa those profits were the moneys of the. 


ig ged. 


orts alone of the Government and the 
rould have a legitimate ’ claim to partici- 
pate in them. My point, -however, 
at the wool so created was the property 
of the growers. the Central Wool Com- 


ee advantage. The wool- -growers do not. 
bject: to the scheme under which Aus- 
_ tralian ‘manufacturers can obtain their 
3 cd We miaterial” in’ the. shape of wool. at a 
special rate. After appraisement has 

ken place, thesé manufacturers can ob- 
tain any clip they please at the first ap- 
praised price. They do not have to 


_ other side have to pay for the wool. To 
_ that extent the wool-growers have never 
raised any objection; but I certainly do 
“ts ee | to two Bes of ‘this contract in 


deprived i nate 


ro 


ty SS eeal ae . wes : 
ge a Pre ve 


tract with a miller for the sale of a cer-_ 


pay on the same basis that those on the . 


o the Wheat Pool have done in regard to the notice- ~paper, 
wheat. It might as well be said that the | 


ane hands of the Commonwealth, and be distributed. amongst the. employees. 


~ member 


Government, and had been secured:by the ~ 
ployees i in the industry, those employed. ment before the Chair and that? Ss 4 
ig ~honorable member — for Wannon 


“ment before the Chair proposes the 


| E yook farming ane of he basis ob mee con- 


tract with the two companies concerned. 


the rabbit Any: profit arising out of that contract, 


and secured by the Government, is ‘the me 
property of the growers; the agreed. upo! 
profits must pass back to the Wool Pool, 
and thence to the owners of the wool, 

I also think that there is. a very 


accrue to the Government as the result questionable matter of policy. meeoleen: ad 


this contract. : A principle of law. is” 
vitiated. .The Government have entered — 
into a contract with a firm to rede a 
wool tops. oe 

Mr. Maxwetu.—I rise to. os “point or 
order. The honorable member for ae 
non: (Mr. Rodgers) is- discussing % 
amendment which he thas placed < 
and not the amend- 
ment which is now before the Chair. 
-The amendment proposed by — ‘the hon 
“orable member for South — Sydney. oe 
(Mr. Riley) is that 20-per cent. of all 
profits received by the Government shall oe 


Tf the amendment of the honorable. mem- 
~ ber for Wannon is carried, no profits will 
be received by the Government, and there 
will be nothing to distribute amongst- the. 
employees. I submit that the honorable 
ought to confine himself to the 3 
amendment moved. by the - honorable > 
member for South Sydney. : 


The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. 
Chanter) —To some extent the amend- 


eye 


on the notice-paper. in the name of t 


Rodgers) are inter-related. The amen 
a 
= 


SS ustn 
Wannon was sorta dada his aa 
amendment, which provides for a return 
to the growers of the profits of mhanufac- 
ture. ‘The two matters are distinct, and 
I ask the honorable member. to” ‘confine oe 
his remarks to the amendment moved. by noe 
the honorable member for South: Sydney. 
Mr, RODGERS.—I was only concern- 
ing myself with the disposition of the 
moneysearising from the contract. That, 
[ think, ip the essence of the amendment | 
_before the. Chair. ‘ 
Mr. Hices. <tlowe does. the. honorable 


i 


fits from: ts “member eee ae the a Ges who get : 


hee 


turing © industry - ‘and take the profits 
Bene from it? | 

“Mr. Tupor.—The honoree menilet 
f paskt to rope in the hosiery factories and 
x Eres mills, also, 


top manufacturer on special conditions. 
_ The latter has no mwght to part with 
the property in that commodity unless 
i oe be for export to the final user of 
oe The profits do certainly not belong 
- the Government. It was questionable 
| policy for the Government to make a 
 eontract, one of the objects of which was 
bo circumvent an Act of Parliament, 
namely, that if the wool top manufactur- 


with the Government, they would get im- 
. munity from the war-time profits tax. 
No bargain made by the Executive should 
hold any person immune from a tax 
which Parliament might impose upon all 
_ persons in: the community. I desire to 


wool belonged to the growers, and that 
- any share of profits derived from the 
manufacturing process belong to the 
growers, and not to the Government. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.52].—I hope 
that the amendment will be carried. The 
people engaged in the wool tops industry 
_ have, at least, given an added value to 
the wool which they have handled. 
honorable member for Wannon (Mr. 
Rodgers) urged that any profits made in 
_ manufacture should be handed back to 
_ the original producer. He might as well 


ay Bay! that any profits made in the clothing ; 


_ or hosiery factories must be paid back 
_ to the growers, who to-day are receiving 
_@ price three times as great as that paid 
for wool in 1910, which was a normal pre- 
war year. From that year onward, the 
price of wool was gradually increasing. 


cent. since the war. 
; a Mr. TUDOR.—Prices jvere rising be-. 


fo: ‘the war. It is well eee that wool 


eA 0 onwards. 
. JOWETT.—Very few pérsons in- 
sure d against. war risks s before ures war ; se 


clerogt babi of the errno dipdusteys  <e 
-have a right, also; to enter the manufac- _ 


co be RODGERS.—Here is ‘a property. 
of the grower that has been sold to the 


- ing companies would share their. profits — 
~ over to pecple who have done not: 


impress upon the Government that the 


The. 


x Mr. Picorr.—It has risen only 55 ge 


us being insured against war risks from 


‘ Many | members 


‘to ae what Government. suppo 
fess to be in favour of. Weh 


a suggestion that in order to 
the industrial unrest, the 
profits made by manufacturers shoul 
Ore with, the eaaneiee Ty rea : 


* 


firm had inaugurated. a policy of | 
sharing. I think the Government 
made a greater profit out of the woo 
contract than the £286,000 which i 
subject of a lawsuit at the present. t 
I believe they have already collected the 
share of the profits made by Whiddo 
Brothers and some from F. “W. 
Hughes Limited. The honorable “mem- 
ber for ~Wannon desires ut 
whole of the profits be — 

at. all to give an added value : 
the wool.. The persons engaged in the 
wool-top industry have created the ded 
value. If the wool had been sent..ove: 
seas, the growers would not have 
able to claim a penny of it; but b 
it was partly. manufactured locally | 
hear a request that the whole’ of th 
_ profits shall be handed back to h 
primary producer. I hope the to ble 


to the anole : 
before the Chainatfords honorable 1 


ing their helias’ an. profit- sharinee 
oR members. ae Paci that the | ¢ 


ipa have been out of By 
long time. As the .Governmen 
handed dae to the Wheat Poo 
whole of the profits made from cor: ck 
they will be doing only the right th: ng - 
they hand back to the employees engag 
in the wool-top industry 20 per cent, 
the Commonwealth’s share of th 
from that industry. © ve 

Mr. BURCHELL (Fremant] 
‘on the 
age: are: entirely - in sympath 


ee te Oe a 
remarks made by the Leader of the Oppo- - 


sition (Mr. Tudor) and the honorable 
member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs). 


- Throughout the world, efforts are beimg_ 


“made to solve the problem of undue 
 profits;-and- fo insure that the employees 
| obtain for their-labour a fair and just 
reward. TI believe in the profit-sharing 
system, which I am convinced will be one 
_-.. of the means of allaying industrial un- 
F rest. yb 
of the Bill, and having regard to the fact 
that the money in dispute has been 
already. paid into the Commonwealth re- 
venue, I think that this is not the occa- 
% sion to deal with such a proposal as is 
~ gontained in the amendment. 


— 


~_  is:not ripe. 
| "Mr. BURCHELL.—What we have to 
- - consider is whether by this means we can 
achieve what is desired. At first sight, 
* [was inclined to agree with the amend- 
ment. On any broad issue of  profit- 
_ sharing, I shall go as far as the Leader 
of the Opposition or any other member 
‘desires to-go. In regard to the conten- 
tion of the honorable member for Wan- 
non (Mr. Rodgers), I agree with the 
Leader of the Opposition that after the 
- grower has parted with his wool to any 
- manufacturer,- he has no right to claim 
any profit that results from manufacture. 


be . Mr-Tupor.—tThe old excuse—the time 


eo “imagine the chaos that would result 


oe ra through the original producer endeavour- 
Ohhh € o ¥f ee 4 ! 


profit on his flour. 


aS As & ih. 


the wheat-growers? However, I wish to 
make myself clear as to the matter of 
‘ In view of the fact that 


his ideas in regard to profit-sharing. I 
~ ject to which I have given a good deal 
of thought,, but I do not think that the 
principle can be conveniently introduced 
in a Bill designed with the special pur- 
ose of this Bill. However, oppor- 
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Looking, however, at the objects . 


_ If that principle were allowed to creep ae, 


lated profits of industry. 
_ confine myself to stating that it is a sub-. 


es rs Tage 
ge 


Activities Bill. 


tunity should be given to honorable mem- 


bers to discuss the matter of profit-shar- ~ 
ing, and the suggestion put forward by — 
the honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 


Charlton) could very well receive the con- 
sideration of the Government, so that 


they may show their bona fides in regard | 


to the settlement of a very big: principle. 


ee’ 


‘11115 


Mr. WALLACE (West Sydney) [9.7]. 2 


—The honorable member for Fremantle 
(Mr. Burchell) is in favour of the prin- 
ciple of the amendment, but. I suppose 


party government is against his giving 


effect to that which, on any other occa- 


sion, he would indorse. I am surprised. 


-at the reply given by the Minister (Mr. — 
Groom), that the adoption of the amend- 


ment would mean the granting of a prin- 


ciple which could not be regarded as com- 
patible 
workers in this industry are, to all intents 
-and purposes, employees of. the Common- 


with good government. The 


wealth Government.. lt must be admitted 


that they have contributed:to the making 


of the profit which the Government, will 
share. Consequently, | 
entitled to a share of that profit. Twenty 
per cent of the £280,000 which the Go- 


“vernment expect to receive from the wool 


tops contracts would amount to £60,000. 


If the amount were £50 or £100 I suppose — 


they are also 


many honorable members would have no 


hesitation in accepting the principle that 


the workers engaged in producing. the 
- profit should share in it, but the sum of — 
£60,000 would appear to them to be too 
much to distribute among a limited num-' 


ber of workers.. I would point out, how- 


ever, that these employees have been out 
considerable time. The 


of work for a 


Commonwealth and State Governments - é 


have paid large sums of money out of the 
Consolidated Revenue to relieve distress 


among the unemployed. In my opinion, 
money derived by way of taxation should 
be devoted to administration only, and the 
relief of distress 
should be prowided for out of the aceumu- 
An employer 
who has made £400,000 excess profit over 
a given period should be charged with the 


_responsibility of maintaining his em- 


ployses if certain circumstances should 
arise demanding the cessation of his 


operations. The responsibility should 


» 


among’ unemployed 


ing 


Commercial és 


“not fall on the whole community. The 
-elaim is set up that the adoption of this 
amendment would create a precedent. 
Revolutions which are now in progress in ~ 


various parts of the world -have, come 


about through the “acquisitiveness of em-- 


ployers in trying to make huge profits and 


drag their employees. down. to the very 


lowest depths of degradation. On the 
other hand, in Australia, since the sign- 
of Peace, many big firms, who 
made excessive e profits during the war, but 
were atraid to give iherensed wages to 
their employees because by doing so they 
would establish a precedent or create 


trouble among employees in other estab- 


lishments, looked upon the declaration of 
Peace as an opportunity for giving to 
their employees bonuses and other con- 
siderations which they would not dream 
of giving at other times.. The Common- 
wealth Bank: which made large profits 
during the war, has given its employees a 
bonus. © The British-Australian Tobacco 
Trust gives exceptional conditions to its 
employees. A man who has served two 
years in the factory is granted a certain 
number of shares; he is given other con- 
ditions that do not. obtain in the ordinary 
sphere of life. For the payment of 2s. 6d. 
for every £100 advanced he can get a 
house. 

Mr. 
these difnaal 


Mr: WALLACE.—Yes; tas realize 
they must do something of the kind to 


stave off the industrial Be aS which 


is menacing them if they do not do so. 
The only objection I have to the British- 
Australian Tobacco Trust is that,: not- 
withstanding these concessions to their 
employees, they are still piling up huge 
profits. Many firms in Sydney have 
given ‘Peace bonuses to their employees. 


_ The British Government, realizing thein- - 
dustrial unrest confronting them, have’ 


-. put forward a proposal to give the em- 


-- ployees control of industries. 
templated taking over certain ae 


fe 


: the foe 
Mr. 


They con- 


ing eS in the north. 


Burcuett.—The unions ~refused 


Government 


WALLACE.—The 


suggested it, but I understand that the 


ad 


(REPRESENTATIVES ae sale Be | 


‘unions seine oho. “felker ‘this oe st 
-and I know their reasons, just as I sup-"~. — 
-pose the honorable member’ does, because = 


he was connected ~ with - the industrial — 
movement prior to coming.to this Parlias — 
ment, and must appreciate why the time’ 


-ig not opportune for the workers to take ~ 


control. As.I have often said, we might — 


‘as well. put the engines of the iM auretamia — 


into a North Shore ferry. boat—the hull — 
is not. there to hold the machinery. 


we are edueated to take control. 


controllmg industries. and selecting the 
executive; but the workers: are entitled to 
the full product of their labour,, and in ~ 
this the Government should give-a lead. to. 
private companies and.employers. Hor 
instance, the Government: might. say, 
“Under the circumstanees, we cannot give 


you 20 per cent.’of this huge accumula- | ~ 
tion, but we ean say that out of all aac Z 


in the future the workers shall have that 
percentage.” 

Mr. Ronczrs.—They might say that ee 
Mr. F. W. Hughes shared his ~ profits — 
with the employees the Government would — 
do the same with their 50 per cent. share. 

~Mr. WALLACE.—OFf course, the argu- 
ment of the honorable member earlier in 
the evening may appear all right, “but - 
from an economic point of view it is ab- 
solutely valueless, becanse the farmer or 
producer, when he has sold his yepol, heer 
completed his part of the: bargain, and — 
has no further interest in it. It ii tes 
as well be contended that the man who 


sells the grass-seeds to grow the herbage 


for the sheep should be entitled to a share 
of the surplus profits from. the wool. 


During the process of manufacture the ie ay 


profits belong to the individual Boas 
in the manufacture. 

Mr. Ropcrrs. — Where does ike: Go 
vernment come in? 


Mr. ~-WALLACE.—The Government _ 


stands in the position of supervisor or 


employer; and all the revenue the Go-_ 


vernmént derives should be from the ordi- ies 


nary channels of taxation. The Minister — 


should give the amendment favorable con- — 


sideration, for there is nothing in: it to 
which objection can be taken. ikea YT" 


have pointed out, every big employer 5 = S 


Peat WpMileree) S 0 Sai eer Ab eee 


So. = 
it is with the workers, until such time as 
AS. a2 


collectivist, L believe in the Government — 


Wyle 


ts 
Se J 


ci valia who. pee ae Soke. aukes 
the war has given his employees bonuses, 
or some other consideration in return for 
“services rendered. : 
Mr. Yarus.—In ied very one? 
~ - Mr. - WALLACE. Practically every 
8 “one. Messrs. Farmer, David Jones and 
_ Company, and other retailers and whole- 


__salers in New South Wales, along, I be- 


lieve, with most of the manufacturers, 
have done this; 


the end of the year. zs 
Mr. Yarxs.—It is conscience one! 
ie Mr. WALLACE. — They have made 
e = such huge profits dint they do not know. 
how to get rid of them, and sooner than 
pay in taxation they: give bonuses to their 
3 . ees 
labourers the employers, of course, could 
not give anything to trade unionists, but 
ain New South Wales the so-called 
loyalists have been provided with clubs, 
_billiard-rooms, and other advantages. to 
make life cheerful for them. There isa 
- pool among the ship-owners, and if an 
~ arbitration “award would be £4 per week, 
if paid, they pay the men £3 12s. 64d., 
d and the difference. goes to provide the 
 eomforts- 1 have mentioned. I do not 
_ say that that is a good precedent to fol- 
ow, but I do not see why the Govern- 
ment, with this huge sum of money, 
_ should not do something. 
deny that the workers have contributed 
to the earning of this money; and, as al- 
2 ee pointed out, they have not averaged 
> £1 per week during the last twelve 
ae = months owing to the trouble between the 
'. Government and the company. At least 
ae os portion of this money should be given 
to them, and then a clause should be in- 


profits they shall receive 20 per cent. 
_ Mr. Ricuarp Fosrrr.—I submit, as a 
point of order, that the a ieieor does 


not come within the scope of the Bill. — 
._ We were told by the Minister (Mr.. 


“4 Groom), in introducing the Bill, that 
it was based on our defence powers 
ms that there 
but only to continue and complete 
existing contracts. That has been laid 
down by the Minister very definitely, and, 
a it ae 80, this Committee is ‘not com- 
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even the shipping fra- ~, 
_ternity have given their staffs bonuses ati 


In the case of the wharf - 


“Commonwealth in time of war. 


No one will. 


-serted in any future contracts that on all 


is no power to create, 


“Activities Bil. = VAT 


ott — 


petent to irodies any new epaciale, re 
gulating the operation of this industry or — 
these pools. Assuming, for the sake of 
argument, that it is competent for the 
Committee to direct the appropriation Ob 
these moneys in a certain way, we are ~ 
told by the Government that the. moneys ; 
are public revenues. 
Mr. Rirny.—Noi so. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fostrer.—lt is ae 
so. These moneys are paid into the Con- — 
solidated Revenue, and if an appropria- 
tion of money is meant, that can only be © 


made on a preceding message from the 


Governor- General. Otherwise this direc- — 


tion is a mere blank, inoperative even if 


it were competent for the Committee to — 


make the direction. There would have to 


be introduced another Bill to appropriate ; 
this revenue for the purpose indicated in- 
the amendment. ~ I maintain that the 


‘amendment is out of order. 


Mr. Hieas.—lI feel, Mr. Atkinson, that 
you are very likely to rule against the 


point of order raised, so I shall not take 
up a great deal of time. IH, 


‘however, _ 
you have any doubt about the matter, 1 
point out that this industry is one of the 
commercial activities carried on by. the 


profits which are under discussion are 


not revenue yet, and, according to the — 


agreement, the Governnient may not 
make them revenue, because it states that — 


50 per cent. of the profits shall be held. fe 
AEH 
Government could, if they chose, give the __ 


the disposal of the Government. 


money away im charity, or: distribute: at. 
in the way that has been proposed. - 


The TEMPORARY CHATRMAN es 
(Mr. Atkinson ).—I do not- feel disposed — 
to sustain this point of order. ‘Tacitly, — 
at least, the Chairman has allowed the — 
amendment to stand, and only occupying 


the chair temporarily, I do not care to 


alter that decision. Personally, how- 


ever, L do not think the pee of order is 


ed. 


Mr. SAMPSON (Wimmera) [9.26]. ae 
The discussion is a very valuable one, in- 
that it enables members of the Opposition 
to express their faith in profit sharing 


and some form of co-operation as a cure 


for He industrial unrest in .Australia; 


PRG 


«ERLE Com rial 


and the honorable peas for South Syd- 


ney (Mr. Riley) is to be congratulated on 


eee initiated this debate. This is 
mot the time to discuss generally the prin- 
_@ples of co-operation, in which I am a 
firm believer, because I think they will 
_ prove the solution of many of our indus- 
trial troubles. I know that exception is 
taken to the argument of the honorable 
member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) for 


the» reason ‘that the article . when 
3£ reaches the works of Mr. F. W. 


Hughes has passed beyond the con- 
trol of the grower. It has been 
sold to the wool-scouring firm, so that 
the grower has no further interest in 
- 3t. ~- It is suggested as a precedent that, 
because it is sold to the manufacturer to 
be worked into cloth, the grower should 
- get the benefit of the profits on the cloth. 
But the two things are quite distinct; the 
wool tops are wholly exported from Aus- 
tralia, and the Government receive one- 
half of the profits on the surplus wool 
sold by the Imperial Government. Just 
im ihe same way as wheat is sold to the 
Iocal manufacturer generally at a lower 
price than could be got abroad, because it 
is to our own people and for local con- 
sumption, so we have allowed wool to be 
gold to the local manufacturer. As the 
_ whole of the wool tops are exported, then, 
consistently, half of the profits should 
eome back to the grower. / 
As a believer in co-operation and pro- 
fit-sharing I see something in the argu- 
ment that the employees should partici- 
pate in the profits to the extent of the 
added value:they have given to the wool. 
As I understand it, wool- -top making is a 
glorified system of wool-scouring. — 
Mr. Ritey.—-No. 


“Mr. SAMPSON.—I. am. given to 
-- understand that wool-top making is the 
first stage of the manufacture of wool, 
- and, therefore, some added value has been 
given by the employees, It will not be 
_ disputed that wool when it is sent abroad 
- 48 in a partly manufactured condition, 
_ and brings a higher price than if it were 
- Bent away in the grease. If the 
“ ‘Committee i is sincere, it will decide that 
_ the employees in this industry are en- 
‘titled to a percentage of the added- boos: 


“(REPRESEN TATIV BS,] _ Activites abe: oe 


decision as to the competency of. “the Par- 


wks SS = Fine ere 


given. to ‘the: wool by ie protess: os ‘par-- 
tial manufacture. We ‘should carry the: 
amendment of which notice has been 
given by the honorable member for Wan- 
non (Mr. Rodgers), providing that one- — 


half of the profits derived by the Govern- ~ 


ment shall be handed back to the growers, 

and decide also that a fair proportion of 

it shall go, in the form of a bonus, to the 
employees. The employees might not be 
entitled to more than 10 per cent. of the ~ 
whole; but, to show my sincerity, I am | 
quite ‘prepared to avail myself of this 
opportunity to introduce the system of — 
profit sharing. it would mean profit 
sharing on only a small scale in this case, 

but it would do justice to the growers 
and also to the employees, who have 
given to the wool an added — in the 
process of manufacture, © 


Mr, YATES (Adelaide) [9.31]. —like- 
the honorable member for West Sydney — 
(Mr. Wallace), I am not satisfied with — 
the reply made by the Acting Atom 7 
General (Mr. Groom) to our proposal. 

If the honorable gentleman has any 
doubts’ on the subject, why should he ~ 
not call a meeting of the Board of legal — 
men who have-certified as to the power: 
of the Parliament to pass the Bill as in- 
troduced? The honorable member for 
Batman (Mr, Brennan) has asserted that 


the Bill will be declared invalid. 


Mr. Groom.—No. He is inclined to a ” 
believe that its validity will be upheld. 
Mr. YATES. — In expressing his’ 


opinion with regard to it, he certainly — 


used the. word & fraud,” and. alse on 
that the Advisory Board had given its_ 


liament to pass this Bill just as many 
other decisions had been given in ‘regard | 
to the power of the Government to enter me 


upon certain commercial. activities. "rhe? 


amendment is just and equitable. cS 
should Ware to have seen it so ie 


should go to ne gti im ee ses 8- a 
try. (The pastoralists to-day are making _ 
a very good thing out of their wool. Be- _ 


fore the war the flat rate: for: nec cod 5 a 


: Utictratia: was 9d. per be 
- 15d. per Ib., and, in lana the growers 
receive 50 per. cent, of any ‘profits made 
in the open markets of the world. 

a Mr. Jowrtr.—Before the war we got 
~~ 10d. per Ib. for our wool. The actual 
“= rise is 55 per cent.. 

Mr. YATES.—So that, as a result, of 
the war, the wool-growers of Australia 
secured a great increase in their returns, 

__while the employeés in the fellmongering 
industry obtained no increase in wages, 
and are not to participate in these profits. 

; Mr. Ropvcrrs.—Uf the profits accruing 
to the Government fell back to the Wool 
he Pool for distribution amongst the 
- growers, I do not think the growers 
would object*to a bonus being paid to the 
<a employees i in. the wool top industry. 
+» Mr. YATES—TI take the view that 
+ the wool used in the manufacture of wool 
tops passed out of the control of the Wool 

Pool, and became the property of those 
pees engaged in the secondary industry. 
~  . Mr. Jowrerr.—That is not admitted. 
Mr. YATES.—I know that it is not. 
As the honorable member for Capri- 
_ ¢ornia (Mr. Higgs) has said, the fell- 
‘mongering trade is one of the most dis- 
agreeable that any man could follow. As 
the result of the efforts of those engaged 
in it, the Commonwealth has reaped a 
> profit of £282,000. It has made this 
» profit out of. the saescna eng tack and wool 

top industries. 

> Mr, Jowerr. —No3 out of the wool- 

owers. 
Mr. YATES.—The greater part of the 
* wool used in the manufacture of wool 
tops is taken from skins. 
eae Mr. Jowrrr.—Only a very small por- 
tion of the profit of £282,000 represents 
the value added tothe wool by either the 

_ fellmongering or wool top industry. 

Mr. YATES.—I am not in a position 
to contest that point; but my contention 
is that when the Wool Board sold this 

wool, it passed out of its hands for all 
time. N otwithstanding that the pastoral- 
ists are getting a flat rate of 154d. per 
- Ib. for the wool, against 10d. per Ib. re- 
— eeived before the war, they are anxious 
to secure these profits made by the Com- 
mgr We were told at the outset 
F 2 
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To ey it is 


“was a nodiotian of 5,000,000 Ibs. 


~ period, 


mnie 


a "Adeetaes Bill. 


nf the war that wesdtlhe must Sake gaeri- 
fices. The Wool Committee was created 
to pool the wool, and get the best price 


for it. 


Mr. Jowrtr—The growers have only, 
obtained the market price. 

Mr. YATES.—And that, during toe. 
war, was 153d. per lb. in Australia, and 
50 per cent. of any profit made in the 


‘open markets of the world. The wool 
growers did not get anything like such a 


return in any four years beforé the war. _ 


Instead of making any sacrifices, they : 


have madé enormous, if not len 
profits. : 
Mr. Jowert. Nie at, all., meee ee 
Mr. YATES.—Aceording to a repo 
of the Inter-State Commission, the wool- 


erowers of Australia received: £9 ,256,000° 


more for their wool in 1915 than. they 


did in 1913, notwithstanding that there — 
in the 


1916 clip. What sicrfite, then, have the 
erowers made in the cause of the Em- 


: pire? 


Mr. Jowsrr.—The whole of the. people 
of Australia have shared in that profit. 
Mr, YATES.—That point is arguable. 


Mr. Jowrrr.—My statement is cor- 
rect. 
Mr. YATES.—The honoeante ieee | 


will admit that the wealth of the wealthy — 
is reflected in the bank balances of the 
community as a whole. 
the banks of issue in Australia in 1918 


showed an increase of £94,664,673 as | 
for 1913. i os 
- There we have the aggregate wealth of 


compared with the figures 
those who, instead of making. great sae- 
rifices for the ~Empire during the war 
weaped enormously increased 
profits. I have quoted these figures from 
statistics supplied by Mr. Knibbs. ‘ 

Mr. Jowntr—They show the in- 
creased prosperity of the people of Aus- 
tralia as a whole. 

Mr. YATES.—The Wool: Pool Nae no 
claim on this profit of £282,000. This 


is a war measure designed to prevent our 


primary producers from suffering. I% is 
not my desire that they should suffer; 
but 1 elaim that the workers, by fete’ 
efforts, enabled the Commonwealth to- 


"reap this profit of £282,000, and that 
they are entitled to participate in 1h 


The deposits im 


& 
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Surely. the honorable member for Gram- : 
pians (Mr. Jowett) will give them some — 
The men and women in 


little credit. 
the wool tops industry during the war 
yielded to the appeal made to them to 
disregard union rates of pay and condi- 
tions of labour, and to keep the wheels 
of industry going for the sake of the 
Empire. 


‘Mr. Jowxzrr.—They did very well. 


Mr. YATES.—They produced this 
enormous profit for the Commonwealth, 
_and yet the industry is one of the worst 
paid in New South Wales. . Owing to a 
. disagreement between the Government 
and one of the wool top companies, the 
workers in the industry are out of em- 

ployment, and have been for some time. 
- We now say that the profit derived by 
the Government should be distributed 


amongst them; but’ the wool-growers, who 


have done so well, would deny them even 
- this little consideration. We have a fair 
claim, and it is one to which the Govern- 
ment must give heed. The sale of corn- 
sacks was controlled in the interests of 
the farmers, and was there any suggestion 
that the profit of £100,000 should be re- 
‘turned to the bagmakers in Calcutta ? 
No; it has been civen to the farmer with- 
eut a word of objection from any one. 
That was quite right. But when a profit of 
£250,000 was made out of rabbit skins, it 
was not returned to the trappers. Do 
not honorable members see the class dis- 
tinction in those two instances? The 


. amendment before the Chair is a plea for. 


the worker, who has given of his best to 
the industry, and if honorable members 
cannot regard this claim other than with 
a distorted vision, they need not wonder 
if we have Bolshevism in the country. 
The farmers have not done so badly dur- 
ing the war. Never in their history have 
they had such a good, steady price as 
they obtained during the war period, and 
the Wheat Pool has protected them from 

the cormorants who would have preyed 
upon them. The proposal that the profits 


- earned by the Government on the wool- 
distributed. 


tops contract should’ be 
amongst the employees is equitable. 
- Mr. Lyncn.—The profit on cornsacks 


a was. largely due to the fact that the 
_ farmers were overcharged for their bags. 


REPRESEN as) = 


to hand back to the workers in the wool- 


-emplcyees some of the profits made in the — 


‘Mr. ‘YATES. ee the: honorable oe ; 


ber aware that the workers in the fell-_ 


mongering industry are poorly fed and— 
clothed owing to the fact that they have 
been robbed by the profiteers? If the 
farmers have been overcharged, they are. 
the victims of their own class and kind— 
the men whom they have returned to Par- 
liament. In the South Australian Par- 
liament, and in this Parhament also, to 
some extent, the farming interests are 
represented by those persons who “farm”? bares 
them either legally or commercially. If 
the Minister (Mr. Groom) wishes to ~~ 
do a fair thing he will accept the — 
amendment, or approve of the spirit — 
of * it; and indicate -to-*the Com- — 
mittee in what way he will be prepared _ 


tops industry the whole of the profits in 
the same way as the profits on cornsacks __ 
were handed back to the farmers, - 
Mr. HECTOR “LAMOND ~(Illawarra) 
[9.50].—If the amendment were a 
genuine proposal to divide amongst the 


wool-top manufacturing industry, — the 
issue would be simple. A very good case 
could be made out for sustenance to be 
paid to those employees so long as the | 
Government insist upon the industry be- __ 
ing closed down, thus depriving them es see 
employment. — ee = 
Dr. Maroney. eo rarity again, Ss 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND:—It is not 
charity. If the Government. believe Seat 
the closing down of these works is essen- 
tial for the carrying out of the agreement 
with the companies, they ought. to pro- 
vide for the men whom they have turned __ 
out of employment; and if a proposal to 
that effect were made, it would have a 
reasonable prospect of success. Listening — 
to the honorable member for Adelaide 
(Mr. Yates) one becomes a little confused - 
regarding the issue before the Committee. 
The analogies he drew contradicted one 
another, and there was 2 eee on his 


were. If the tonaatln eee: nee — ae 
Central Committee is accurate, not a ha 
penny of the money received by_ th ae 
Government belongs — to thes wi worker wen 


enjoys - phe ‘being 2 ay 
ool at the Australian price ae sell 
_ the manufactured article in a foreiyn 
- market-at the world’s price. There is 


honorable member for Wannon (Mr. 
_ ~ Rodgers) that this money belongs 
to the producer of the wool. I 
would. have been better pleased if 
: the honorable member for  Capri- 
cornia (Mr, Higgs), when ‘Treasurer, 
had reached out for the whole of the 

_ difference between the pre-war price of 
wool and the price secured by the in- 
dustry during the war. If that had been 
done, our financial burdens might have 
been considerably eased without the pas- 
toral industry being placed in a worse 
position than it was in when the war 

= started. I am not able to vote for the 
ey amendment, but “I will strongly support 
. any proposal that the Government should 
a in some way remedy the injustice done to 
_ the workers, who have been improperly 
and unnecessarily deprived of their means 

= livelihood. 


: - Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [9. 55], 
: 2 From both sides of the Committee a 
request has been made that considera- 
eae _ tion should be given to the employees 
im the wool tops industry, and if the 


Acting “Attorney-General (Mr. Groom ) 
% ae cannot accept the amendment, it is 
ce iepernoeny for him to promise, on 


_ behalf of the Government, that the em- 
~ ployees will participate in any profits 
* that are paid into the Commonwealth 
coffers. It is quite true that many large 
employers, pricked perhaps by conscience, 
have -been almost forced to pay out to 
Po ener employees some of the large profits 
made in war time. In New “Zealand, 
every Budget introduced since the war 
commenced has provided for an amount 
of nearly half-a-million pounds to be dis- 
tributed amongst State employees for ser- 
- vices rendered during war-time. As the 
Government are participants in the pro- 
- fits made in the wool tops industry, they 
~ are of necessity partners in the industry, 
-and it is their duty to share some of 
those profits with their employees. 1 
< -«wannot agree with the contention~ that 
ie _ portion of the profits should go back to 
_ the wool-grower. He is now receiving a 
a splendid price for his wool, and I have 


Ly, 1919.) __ 
some ground for the contention of the 


world, 


nat 


ae _ Activities Bill. : 


not heard one pastoral in this or any 
other State express dissatisfaction with © 
the price received for either greasy or 
scoured wool. — It must be remembered — 
that over and above the splendid flat rate — 
paid for greasy wool, much of the scoured. 
wool has been sold to local manufacturers 


at prices up to 42d. per lb. Other wool 


is sold at prices ranging from 70d. to 
100d. per lb. on the other side of the 
and 50 per cent. of all profits - 
made ‘by the Imperial Government on the _ 


re-sale of wool is returned to the Aus-— 


tralian growers. iWhy should they now — 

seek to grab some of the money that 
ought more properly to be paid to those 
engaged in the fellmongering industry ¢ 
If the amendment is not appropriate to” 
the Bill, the sense of the Committee is 


favorable to the payment of a bonus, or 


some other monetary recognition to ‘the 
employees in the wool tops industry, 
Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [9.58] gh 


admit that the-wool-grower has no further — 
claim upon wool sold to local manufac- 


turers, but this distinct contract was — 
entered. into with a condition that 
the Central ‘Wool Committee, as 


trustee for the growers, retained aes 
right to from 50 to 664 per cent. of 
all profits made on the sale of wool tops 
abroad. If the wool had jt been sup-— 
plied to local manufacturers, it would 
have been shipped abroad, and "the grower 
would then have received without ques- 
tion 50 per cent. of the profits on ré-sale. 
I do not contend that the grower has the — 
right to follow his raw material into the — 
secondary industry, and ask for the pro- 
fits made from manufacture. This is a 
contract in which the Central Wool Com- 
mittee specifically retains half the Og 
under a special contract, : 

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr. Atkinson).—Order! The 
allowed for the debate on the clauses of 
the Bill has expired. a 

Question—That the neobeal. new 
sub-clause be added to the clause (Mr. 


RILEY’S amendment)— put. The Com- 
mittee divided. - } : 
Ayes oe, 16 
Noeseg ae ye 28 
a Majomty: >. 5 Rene. 


time 
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‘Burchell, R. J. 


_ Groom, L. E, 


Commercial — 


AYES, 
Riley, E. 
Tudor, F. G. 
Wallace, C. 


Charlton, M. 
“Considine, M. P. 
Fenton, J. E. 


Finlayson, W. F. West, J. E. 
Higes, W. G. Yates, G. #, 
Mahony, W. G. » | 3 
“Maloney, Dr. Tellers: 
Mathews, J. eee J. 
Maxwell, G. A. Watkins, D. 

Noss. 
Abbott, Lt.-Col. ‘{Lyneh, J, 
Archibald, W. O. Mackay, G. H. 
Bamford, F. W.- MeWilliams, W, J. 


Bayley, J. G. 
Baya, J, A. 


Pigott, H. R. M. 
Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A. 8S. 


Corser, E. B. C. Sinclair, H. 


Foster, Richard Smith, Laird 
Glynn, P. McM. Spence, W. G. 
Gregory, H. - | Webster, W. 
Groom, L, E. | Wise, G. H. 
Jowett, E. 

Lamond, Hector Tellers: 
Leckie, J. W.. Story, W. H. 


Livingston, J. Thomson, John 
Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. 


Question—That clause 6 and the 1 re- 
maining clauses of the Bill be agreed to 


—put. The Committee divided. 
: Ayes : 29° 
Noes... “a 15 
Me ority ” er 
AYES. | 
Abbott, Lt.-Col. j Lynch, J. 


Archibald, W. O. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, pee 
Boyd, J.-A. . 
Burchell, Liga & 
Corser, EH, B. C. 
Foster, Richard 
Glynn, P. MceM, 
Gregory, H. 


Maxwell, G. A: f 
McWilliams, W. J.’ 
Pigott, H. BR. M. 
Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Sinclair, H. 

Smith, Laird 
Spence, W. G.- 
Webster, W. 


i powett, E.. ;} Wise, G, H. - 
Lamond, Hector eb Ceres 
Leckie, J. W. Thomson, John> 
Livingston, J. ‘Story, W. H.- 
eee Nors. 

Charlton, M. Riley, E.. 


Considine, M. P., 


Tudor, F. G. 


sHenton, Jy HW. Wallace, C. 
- Finlayson, W. F, West, J. Ey. 
Yates, G.. BE, 
Tellers: 
Page, J. 


Watkins, D, 


fag = ate ake 


; = ‘Pars, : Ly Ss a oe 
Wat, Ww. A. Anstey, F. 004 
Greene, W. M. Blakeley, A. 


mercial Activities Bill, which is on the 


-portant measure, which must be as: 7 feos 


the effect that overcoats which return e 


PT Fe, Se Re ee I ees A 
* eRe, ae ve, + 


Sampson, Ss. Brennan, F.. 


Orchard, R. B. Catis, Ju H. © 

Smith, Bruce Corboy, E. W. ek 
Kelly, W. H. McDonald, C. = | 
Gibson, W. G. MeGrath, D. C. iN pinta 
Fowler, J. M. Nicholls,:\S Rv. ies 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Progress reported. 7 


ADJOURNMENT. ce. 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs eta 
ister for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [10.13].—I move— 


That the House do now adjourn. : mone 
This afternoon, the House decided the 
business for to-morrow, that is, the Co 


notice-paper for Government business. 
After that is dealt with, progress will be __ 
made with the Moratorium Bill, an im- 


by Friday. 
Mr. Hices.—That is right! Gee 


through also. 


GROOM. —The Goveneue = = ne 


Mr. 
not “gag.” They work to a reasonable ese 
time-table.. After the Moratorium. Bill i ee 


disposed of, the Institute of Science and ae 
Industries Bill will be taken. ~~ aoe 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 10.14 pm 


Bouse of Kepresentatives 


Thursday, 31 July, 1919, 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m., anes FG 
prayers. 3 ey, 


\ SOLDIERS’ OVERCOATS. see 
CHARLTON.—Is the’ Assistant 
enn for Defence aware that, since the 
statement made by him in the House, t 


soldiers had been obliged to hand in to ee : . . 
Department would be restored to them, © re. 
many applications for thors return, have- Ee ay 


ody 


= 4 tee made to the Depncnl in Sydney 
_ but that the soldiers have been informed 
by the Military authorities there that 


they have received no instructions on the 
subject from Head-Quarters? Will the 
Minister look into the matter? 


Mr. WISE.—I will. 


~ 


‘COURT MARTIAL ON ELM.AS. 
“ AUSTRALIA.” — 


SENTENCES ON SEAMEN—CONTROL OF THE 
Austratian Navy—Caprary Gtossopr. 


Mr. WEST.—Has the Acting Minister 


for the Navy received any communication — 


from the British Admiralty in regard to 
the sentences passed by a court martial on 
members of the crew of H.M.A.S. Aus- 
tralia? 
when the Australian Navy will again 
pass over to the control ic the Common- 


o wealth Government? — 


Mr. POYNTON.—A _ cablegram has 


_ been received from the British Admiralty 


a 


to the effect that on receipt of the papers 


‘relating to the sentences the authorities 

there will deal with them, and. give due 

consideration ‘to the representations made 
by the Australian Government, 


Mr. Rirzy.—Have the Ses been sent 


Home? 


Mr. POYNTON. a gs iey were on 
Home some time ago. As to the second 
part of the honorable member’s question, 


IT may say that the Australian Fleet will 
revert to the control of the Common-. 
wealth Government as from to-morrow 


Mr. FENTON.—Is it true, as re- 


> ported, that Captain. Glossop has re- 
_ signed, or intends to resigu, because he 


is dissatisfied with the decision of the 
Government to have the sentences im- 
posed by him and his court martial ana- 


lyzed by the British Admiralty, with a 


view to their remission ? 


Mr. POYNTON.—To the best of my: 


knowledge, it is not true that Captain 


Glossop has given notice of his intention 


to resign. I understand, however, that, 
on the ground of ill-health, he has applied 


pe for three months’ leave of bssnes. There 


is no record.in the Department of a8 in- 


me tention on his part to resign. 


“ euillotine”’ 
effect of depriving the House of an oppor- 


Will he also inform the House - 


1 ay ened i ARs yr sad oot. ie SSL Ug ie Le Hl Satis SS Toyo ER Pee Oe ae na a per bal spe ae A 3 
s . Fae 3 - ae aa eR eee CEN ae 
ai Y } Hire % i ’ 
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CONDUCT OF BUSINESS. 


CrLosuRE AND GUILLOTINE Sranpine | 
ORDERS. 


Mr. HIGGS.—I wish to ask the Min- 
ister in charge of the House whether the. 
Government, when they desire to shorten 
the debate on any measure, will in future 
avail themselves of the closure standing 
order, “ That the question be now put,” — 
instead of bringing into. operation the 
standing order, which has the © 


tunity to divide on certain questions. 

Mr: GROOM.—The honorable member 
is aware of the object of the “ guillotine ” 
standing order. ‘The arbitrary system, of 
closing a debate by moving, without 
notice, “That the question be now put,” — 
does not give honorable- members an op- 
portunity to discuss the business imme- 
diately under consideration. Under the 
“ouillotine” standing order, however, ‘hon- 
orable members are made aware of the 
time actually available for the discussion 
of the measure to which it is applied, and 
are thus enabled to direct their attention ~ 
to those features of it which they deem 
to be most important. 

Mr. Manony.—We do not have that 
opportunity. 

Mr. GROOM.—Honorable ee 
opposite know exactly how they used that 
opportunity yesterday in connexion with 
the debate in Committee on the Commer- 
eial Activities Bill. = 

Mr. Fintayson.—I had no oppor : 
to discuss that measure yesterday. 

Mr. GROOM.—Then the ‘honorable 
member should ask members of his own 
party why’ that opportunity was denied 
him. The “guillotine” standing order, 
when brought forward for adoption, 
was fully discussed in the House, and I 
see no justification for departing from 
its use. When better understood, the 
standing order is one tlfat I believe other 
Parliaments will Tecogn ise the wisdom of 
adopting. : 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—May I remind the House that 


-a@ motion was carried yesterday in refer- 


ence to a particular measure to which 
allusion has been made, declaring it to 
be an urgent measure, and fixing a time 


¥ 


a L124 . Naval College, 


Prot 


iene: thes its Agere ‘The slobase 
motion cannot be applied to it in the 
circumstances, — 


NAVAL COLLEGE. | 5 


: RESIGNATION OF CAPTAIN GRANT. 
Mr. PIGOTT.—Has the Acting Minis- 
ter for the Navy any statement to make 


as to the circumstances leading up to the 


resignation of Captain Grant from the 
‘position of Commandant of the Royal 
- Australian Naval College? : 
Mr. POYNTON.—I have already made 
a statement on this subject. ~ 
Mr. Tupor.—I think that statement 
was made, not in the House, but to the 
press. 

Mr. POYNTON.—1 have no hesitation 
in stating the facts. The papers, speak- 
ing from. memory, show that on Armis- 
tice night the students at the Royal Naval 

-_ College were told that they might go out 
and make as much noise-as they pleased, 
but that they must return within half- 
an-hour. ‘When this leave expired all 
but eight of the students had returned, 
and a few minutes later only two had 
failed to return. These two were found 
standing near the canteen, each drinking 

a glass of beer, but the. papers distinctly 
show that they were not intoxicated. It 
‘was open to the Captain in charge of the 
College to apply to these two youths any 
one of three methods of punishment. He 
chose to adopt the most extreme form— 
that of dismissal from the College—but 
this could not come into operation with- 
out the consent cof the Minister. He dis- 
missed the two students, who were in 
their fourth year, and subsequently Te- 
presentations -were made to me by one 
of the boys, who came all the way from 
Queens!and to do so. Before that, how- 
ever, when it was first reported to me 

"ad that there were three methods df punish- 

ment that might have. been adopted, 

I had suggested by letter that a severe 


oe reprimand would be sufficient, but the 


- head of the College would not budge from 
his position. 


_ that one of the boys—he ought really to 
be deser‘bed as a young man— 
pag came down from Queensland: 1 
may say that neither of the youths 
- im question was a Victorian, nor the son 
=e ee a member of Parliament, as be news- 


(REPRESENTATIVES 1 Defence P if ey : 


permitted to undergo their fourth-year — ie 


hate of these lads would have left the = ees 


was necessary because they might con- : 


year students fail at this examination? — 


It was just about that time 


ss J ar 


paper oe dscared. them, +0 te After see 
ing the boy who came from “Queens- . 
land, I instructed him to go back to Col- < 
lege, and at the same time informed the 
College authorities that both were to be 


examination. I. may inform honorable 
members that at the time the ex- 
amination was in progress; and E ~— 
also arranged that they should be 
examined on the same papers had 
been used for the other students. As 
a result of this, the Captain in charge of 
the College resigned. The boys were 
examined, with the result that. one passed 
and was transferred to a. ship on the high — 
seas; while the other failed. In any case, 


College immediately after the. examina~— «= 
tion—in the case of success, to Join a ship, 
or in the case of failure, to abandon a = 
naval career. It will be seon that the 
argument that the dismissal of the boys — 


taminate the other students did not apply. ae 
I have, I think, stated the whole case. ~ 
Mr. Tupor.—Did any other fourth~ 


Mr. POYNTON.—I could not say; off 7 
hand. — = are 
NAVAL MEN ON LEAVE. eee 
_ Drrrrep Payment Detayep,. 
Mr. FOWLER —Is the Acting Min- 
ister for the Navy aware that a number — 
of men from the Australian warships, who — 
are on leave and visiting their homes in 
Western Australia, have been waiting in” 
Perth for several weeks, in fact for over — 
a month, for the deferred pay to which — 
they are ‘entitled? Will the Minister see 
that this money is paid immediately? — 
Mr. POYNTON.—I was not ene 
that these men had not been paid. I shall 
make inquiries, with a view BE expediting : 
their payment. ~ Pes tes 


- DEFENCE. POLICY. =~ 
SPEECH BY SENATOR PraRcE. — 

Mr. FINLAYSON—It is reportec 
that recently in oS Sennlon, i¢ 


make ae the only way oe 1 
tralia is to defend it on | enemy. oil 


graph in the press; but I do not see that 
an alteration in the policy of the Govern- 

-- ment is involved in the slightest degree. 
If we continue our present policy, and 
_ by an attack on some island or other 


placed a short distance from Australia, 


we could at-any time save this land from 

invasion and devastation, we should be 
5 failing in our national obligation if we 
-, did not’ appeal to our men to defend the 
me 2 at that porn a3 Gre 


LETTERGRAMS: F oR N ORTHERN 
ee - — QUEENSLAND. 
“ Mr. BAMFORD.—In view ‘of the fact 
. that the mail service in Northern Queens- 
dand is very irregular, will the Post- 


master-General consider the question of - 


extending the lettergram system ? 
Mr. WEBSTER.—Under ‘the law, 

_ differentiation can be made as Fea 
the States, and I am bound to Obey that 
Se 

22 ORTHERN TERRITORY: 
ADMINISTRATION. 


Sein = 


is Minister for Home and Territories been 


« drawn to a paragraph in the Argus this 
-.  Mhorning to the effect that Mr. Atlee 
- . Hunt is to administer the Northern 


Territory from Melbourne until the term 


of Professor Gilruth has expired? If, 
-» as I suspected all along, Mr. Atlee Hunt 


is to ably administer the Northern -Terri-_ 


_. tory from Melbourne, why has the Min- 
ister appointed another Administrator ? 
oe -Mr. GLYNN.—I have not seen the 
e paragraph referred to, The term of Pro- 
e fessor Gilruth — as Administrator expires 
in about six months from the Ist June. 
He is now taking a vacation, and in the 
- meantime there are a great number of 
orders and other formal documents 
which have to be signed by some one. 


ei We have appointed a Chairman of the — 


a Advisory Council who may, from ex- 
perience, be found sufficient to cope 
with the business without the usual 
rom and in the meantime qT 


Acting 


~ Mr, PAGE.—Has the attention of the 


_ Administration. 11195, 


have declared by Grice that” the 


Secretary to the Department shall be 
appointed Deputy Administrator. His 
functions, however, are not those of - 
an Administrator. but 
reference to the signing of formal 
documents, I cannot do all that work — 
myself, though the control of the Terri 


tory still rests with me, 


Mr. Pace.——Whoever gave the ee : 
the information did not explain that. 

Mr. GLYNN.—Of course, phraseology - 
is sometimes unintentionally oe 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE, 
Mr. Poynron’s MEMBERSHIP. 


Mr. GREGORY.—1 notice 
Orders of the Day that the name of the 
Acting Minister for the Navy (Mr. Poyn- 
ton) still appears as a member of the — 
Public Accounts Committee. I under- 
stood the honorable gentleman resigned — 
some time ago, and I should like to know _ 
whether the appearance of his name in © 
the list is in order. pain 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson ).—I received and reported to the — 
House the resignation of the honorable — 
member referred to, and sent it to the 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt). 
The name of the honorable gentle- 
man still appears on the Orders of the 
Day: because he has not been ory 
from the service of the Committee, and — 


the name cannot be removed until this is c 


done. It is a matter that rests with 
the House, which appointed the Bae se 


able gentleman. 


ADMIRAL JELLICOE’S REPORT. 
Mr. BURCHELL.—Is the “Ate 


Leader of the House in a position ton. 


form us on what date the Government 
expect to receive Admiral Jellicoe’s | To. 
ort ? 

Mr. GROOM.—I am not yet in a “posi. 
tion to give that information. I under- 
stand that Admiral Jellicoe will be in 
Sydney in about a fortnight. 

Mr, Burcneii.—Will he report before 
he goes back to England ? 

Mr. GROOM.—The Acting Minister 
for the Navy-(Mr. Poynton) informs me- 
that he expects a progress report before 
Admiral Jellicoe leaves New Zealand, 
which will be in the middle of August. 


Nee nares 


simply aa 


in eee 


War Service 
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EXORBITANT | INTEREST 
CHARGES. 

Dr. MALONEY.—Has the attention 

of the Acting Attorney-General been 

drawn to the fact that exorbitant in- 


‘ terest, amounting to.330 per cent. in some 
cases, is being char§@a’ by money-lenders ? 
Before the War Precautions Act is finally 
eispeecd of, will the Minister consider the 
making of -a regulation, limiting the 
amount of interest that may be charged by 
these harpies ? 

Mr. 
the subject of legislation in several of the 
States. It is purely a State concern, and 
it would be inappropriate to attempt in a 
general way to regulate interest charges 
under a Moratorium Bill that refers only 
to mortgages current during the war 
period. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES. ~~ 


Mr. RODGERS.—1I observe from the 
contractual arrangements made between 


the Commonwealth Government and the 
Commonwealth Bank, that the manage- 


“ment of the housing scheme will be in the 


hands, and to a great extent at the dis- 


cretion, of that institution. In view of 
the fact that the Commonwealth Bank 
has practically no organization outside 
the larger centres of population, can any 


arrangement be made whereby the exist- 


ing organizations of the State Savings 
Banks throughout the country can under- 
take this work in conjunction with the 
Commonwealth Bank? If not, do the 
Government propose to arrange ‘with the 
Commonwealth Bank for the establish- 
ment of offices in every big provincial 
town in order to insure that the require- 
ments of country districts may “be dealt 
with expeditiously ? 
Mr. POYNTON.—In reply to a ques- 
tion of which notice was given by the 
- honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. 
_ Sampson), I intend to give to the House 
this afterncon some information upon 
this subject. If the honorable member for 
Wannon will place a further question 
upon the notice-paper, I will furnish him 
with a fuller reply to-morrow. 
 __ Mr. RILEY.—Is it a fact that Colonel 
ae Walker, who has been placed in charge 
ge of the housing scheme, finds himself at a 


_[REPRESENTATIVES. i‘. 


GROOM.—This matter has been - 


tution for it. to discharge certain functions. 
| by 


dead-end ‘Wecsabe of be ale of the — 
Timber and Brick Combines? What are 
the Government proposals for enabling — 
returned soldiers to get cheap homes? 
Mr. POYNTON. —Inquiries are being 
made at the present time, and some 
arrangement is being evolved to meet the 
circumstances. cs 
Mr. MATHEWS.—As there is a ‘greak' vw 
deal of discontent over the delay in get- 
ting the war service homes scheme into — 


.. operation, will the Minister representing 


the Minister for Repatriation make a 
statement as to the possibility of pro-— 


gress bemg-made in the near future? A 


Mr. POYNTON.—TI shall consult with . 
the Minister, and see if if is possible to 
make such statement. 

Later: eens 

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Mini re- 
presenting the Minister for Rept se 
upon notice— aoe 

1, Whether the arrangement made aie thee a 
Commonwealth Bank ineludes the calling for. 
tenders, letting of contracts, controlling the 
construction, and carrying on the work posits ae. 
rally of the erection of homes for soldiers and 
their dependants under the Commonwealth War 7 é 
Service Homes Act? ee 

2. If so, does this arrangement mean that _ 
the administration of this Department*has 
passed from Ministerial control to the Com- 
monwealth Bank? ae 

3. If not, how far has Ministerial control 
been reserved under the agreement with the : 
Bank? 


Mr. POY NTON.—The answers to the 


Sere. 


honorable member’s questions | are as foe 
low :— Sas 
1. The Bank acts as agent for the Couahes: = 
sioner, and, inter alia, and subject to the Pony ig. 
visions of the arrangement, 18 empowered to— 
(a) purchase vacant land; bs ee oe s 


(6) purchase land and dwelling-houses; ~ aha 
(ce) erect dwelling-houses; as oe 


(d) sell land and dwelling-houses; a 

(e) grant leases of land or land and aol : 
ling-houses; Paty 
(f) advance moneys;) and 

(g) effect insurances peat 
in satisfaction of individual applications; § ire ; 
the Bank is not empowered to operate in regard 
to group building erected in anticlneyeae Ore 
applications. ai it 
2,No. The administration of the War Ser 
vice Homes Act is vested in the Commissione 
and power is given him under that measut 
make an arrangement with any prescribed ins 


me 


3. See 2. 
Minister has not been diminished by : 
ment referred to. SNe ee 


Any control ‘exercisable — 
the 
AB 


agree: 
<i ne Ae z 


- two Governments. 
scheme relief depdts have been estab- 
_ lished, wherever necessary, in Victoria, 
» and the arrangements are working satis- 


a 
. 


-* Seamen's Strike 


PHeRS has 


SEAMEN’S STRIKE. — 
» © Retrer or Distress. _ 

Mr. BAMFORD.—Having regard to 
the serious situation in the north of 
~ Queensland, I am justified in again ask- 
ing the Leader of the House if, during the 
last twenty-four hours, there have been 
any fresh developments in connexion with 
the seamen’s strike? oe 

Mr. GROOM.—There have been no 
fresh developments. The Government are 
_ still awaiting the report of meetings which 
have been held by the Seamen’s Union in 
each of the States. No definite informa- 
tion has yet reached the Government. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Is the Acting Leader of 
the House in a position yet to make a 
statement relative to the allocation of 
_money for the relief of distress caused by 
the strike? Se 

Mr. 
Government did make available the sum 
of £1,000 as a preliminary step 'in con- 
-nexion with the relief of distress in Mel- 
bourne and suburbs. | Subsequently the 
question of relief generally was con- 
sidered, and a scheme drawn up whereby 
_ the Victorian State Government and the 
Commonwealth Government arranged for 

the relief of distress where necessary, the 
cost of same to be borne equally by the 
Under the existing 


factorily under the supervision of Com- 
monwealth and State Governments’ repre- 
sentatives. 
other States were informed of the arrange- 
ments made in Victoria, and they were 
asked whether they would be prepared to 
- enter into similar arrangements in their 
States. The reply received from New 
South Wales was that the proposed ar- 
rangement was accepted, and that ‘the 
State Government -would be prepared to 
provide half the sum necessary up to a 
maximum of £5,000 as its share. ‘Replies 
received from other States were as fol- 
lows :-— . Rea tee 

_ Queensland.—Government already has elabo- 
rate machinery for distribution of relief, and 
prefers that any relief given should be through 
medium of existing machinery, which has been 
found sufficient for all State purposes. 


_{B1 Jory, 1919.) Wheat Pool. 


GROOM.—The | 3 Commonwealth, 


The Governments of the | 


me eea ot 
South Australia.—Position not acute. Any 


relief required has been afforded by State 
authorities. In circumstances, not disposed to- 


vote any sum of money for purpose suggested 


by Commonwealth, but willing to co-operate in 
distributing any money authorized by Com- 
monwealth Government. Ay ‘ 
Western Australia—Suggest that existing 
ey be used. State is agreeable to pay 
alf. Oy ee 
Tasmania.—Reply was received on 9th July 
that no unusual distress existed at that date. — 


WHEAT POOT > 

Dr. MALONEY.—Although it is fre- 
quently stated that the Wheat Pool ‘ac- 
count has been overdrawn to the extent of © 
£17,000,000 or £18,000,000, no statement. 
is ever published regarding amounts that — 
are to the credit of the Pool. Sir Joseph 
Carruthers, of New- South Wales, has 
pointed out that the publication of such 
information has an effect on the value of 
wheat scrip, which is often sold below its 
real value on account of the credits of the 
Pool not being known. I ask the Acting 
Leader of the House whether, when in- 
formation is given to the press as to the ~ 
amounts overdrawn, he cannot. also state 
what credits are due to the WheatPool? _ 

Mr. GROOM.—I quite appreciate the 
significance of the honorable member’s 
question. In reply to the honorable mem- 
ber for Wimmera (Mr. Sampson), a de- 
finite promise was given yesterday that 
certain inquiries would be made in rela- 
tion to a similar matter. ogee 


REPATRIATION. 
Grant To Locan AUTHORITIES. _ 
Mr. LYNCH.—In connexion with the 

grant of £500,000 to shire and munieipal 
councils*in order to provide employment 
for returned soldiers, a difficulty has arisen 
owing to the fact that the period allowed ~ 
for the expenditure of the various sums 
of money has almost expired. Some time 
elapsed before the local authorities could 
get a definite assurance from the Govern- 
ment as to the amount of money that 
would be available, and a further delay 
took place in getting the teams of men 
together. Now, when the work that was 
put in hand ig half finished, the grant — 
from the. Commonwealth is to cease be- 
cause the prescribed time limit has been 


28 


s Peisolea: ce diek the: Matiioe epeecntitte ” 


the Minister for Repatriation. if arrange- — 


ments cannot be made for an extension ot 
the time? | 
Ber ver, POYNTON. ef 


shall mike in- 


quiries from the Minister for Repatria-— 


tion, and endeavour to give the honorable 


member the information later in the day. 

_ Mr. Burcuett —Has any money been 

nie. available for Western Australia 
et? 

c Mr. GROOM.—I do not. know. if 
- money has actually been made available 
for Western Austraha, but if necessary 
‘¢ ib can be supplied at once. 

Mr. WATKINS.—Seeing that so far 
- Neweastle has not received more than 
£250 out of the £1,000 made available, 


wealth to retain a little control over the 
destination of the money, instead - of 


would it not be better for the Common- 


simply advancing it to the States for dis-— 


tribution ? 


Mr. GROOM.—The New South Wales 


_— 


the Commonwealth Government, but I 
shall have inquiries made into the aspect 


of the matter raised by the honorable 
The desire, of course, is to have - 


member. 
2 equitable distribution. 


ELECTORAL REFORM. 
Mr. 


Home and Territories take into considera- 
tion the advisability of aéquainting hon- 


_ orable members at an early date with de- 
tails of any proposed amendment of the 
electoral law in the direction of altering 


the basis of representation in the Senate? 
_ - Mr. GLYNN.—I shall be glad to com- 
-municate the information to honorable 
_ members at the earliest possible moment; 

but I canrot make any “statement yet, be 
Ecause the Bill has not been finalized. 


SURPLUS DEFEN CE STORES. 


Mr. FOWLER—1i ‘is reported in the 
ress that woollen and other goods no’ 
longer required by the Defence Depart- 
ment are being distributed to the various 
haritable institutions in Melbourne. In 
of the fact that no such distribution 
iken place in some of the other States, 
ee Western pula will . the 


HIGGS.—Will the Minister for 


Government has accepted the proposal of - 


claration of peace, which may be some 


pleted, but an announcement will prob- — 
ably be made at a very early date as Rides 


ther consideration been given to the ques- 


Re sae) OFF this’ Government” is. 


a similar allocation take place in a 
States on a proportionate basis? — 

Mr. WISE.—I shall submit the su; 
gestion to the Acting Minister for De 
fence ( Den atge des) : See 


RELEASE OF INTERNEES. 


at an ealics date aetna actual ae 


time ahead yet, such internees as were te 
have been liberated on that occasion ? ee 
Mr. GROOM.—Certain inquiries which ae 


are being made-are not yet quite com- 


sf 


the policy the Government will pursue im 
regard to the matter af internees. c 


wes, 


; GALLIPOLI LANDING. 
Mr. HECTOR LAMOND. “Has Pe, 


tion of-issuing a special decoration te 
soldiers who were present at the landing, 
on Gallipoli? 

Mr. WISE.—I eee not heard” “of it, 
but I shall ask the Acting Minister fo 
Defence (Senator Russell), and let the 
honorable member know if anything: has” 
been done in the matter. en 


LONDON WHEAT. BOARD. | 
Mr. HIGGS. —wWill the Minisier Jead- 


“and of "yi ie 
Fisher is cham : 


at ik in hon dons 
understand, Mr. 


STATES. 


ay : 
Mr. FENTON.—Has the a ing 
Leader of the House noticed the. report of 
a speech’ by the newly- appointed répre 
sentative of Australia in the United 
States, in which that gentleman is r 
ported to have sald that “ hands off trac 
and commerce” would be one’ of th 
policies that Cabinets or Legislatures — 
could pursue? Does that ‘mean. He that 


Saar illegitimate. trade? 
ee Mr. GROOM. ii Toe: the, brief re- 
-- port. to which the honorable member re- 
3 E Sore, but, as the honorable member 
7 : Brews. it is not advisable to express an 
opinion on a condensed report of any 
person’s utterance. The Government is 
certainly not in sympathy with anything 
in the nature of what the honorable mem- 
ber terms “illegitimate” trade and com- 
merce, and intends to enforce the exist- 
ing Federal legislation which is directed 
; against Trusts and Combines who may 
«seek to indulge = such trade. 


IN COME TAX. 


‘surer, , upon “‘notice— _ 


Te Whether it is a fact that oe primary 
producers, including wool-growers,  graziers, 
and wheat farmers, owing to the ravages of 
-oy = the: drought, have paid a larger amount in in- 
+ ¢ome tax for the period of the war than they 
_ have received in income? 
~ 2. If so, will he consider the necessity of 


i _ o Le 
A geist 


amending the Act so that the incidence of the 
income tax. may be more equitable, and that 


the average operations for three or five years, - 


“ oS with power to set off all losses, be the basis 
: for the assessment of the tax? : 


- Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to 
the honorable member's a are as 
: - follow: — 


Pieeho it would not be possible to ascertain the 

: “fact suggested without careful examination of 

every primary producer’s return which has 
been lodged with the Commissioner of Taxa- 
tion. 

eases the fact suggested does exist. 

pats 2. The Government will have inquiries made. 


ee WHEAT POOL. 


Mr. ANSTEY asked the ease Prime - 


oo De cise upon notice— 
aa Whether he will supply the following infor- 


‘< “mation— 
se 1. How. much of the wheat in the Victorian 
“pool ”-of 1916-17 has been sdld, and 
‘what. amount of cash has been received 
on account of the same? 
ore 2. What quantity remains on hand, and 
“gntete, what proportion belongs to the Tm- 
eer _ _perial Government? 
~ 3. What is the credit balance? 
4. Has this credit balance, or any part of 
it, been used to finance the 1917-18 or 
1918-19 -* eck 2 Se 


ony, 1919.] 


ss Ue course, whether te is” i Togimate or 


ee -Colonel ABBOTT asked the AS oa 


It is possible, however, that in some _ 


2 Reais. ‘ / Be 


_ Public Service. 11129 | 


5. Is so, is ees) being ahateed against _ 
these “pools”? 

6. As the Wheat Board is stated to be act- 
ing as trustee for the wheat-owners, 
why has the money received for this — 

“pool” not been distributed? Ghee 

7. Is it the intention of the Government to 
make good the losses sustained by the — 
various “pools” caused by what is 
alleged to be the negligence of the ser- 
vants or agents of the Wheat Boards? 

8. With reference to the balances of wheat 

on hand shown in the last statement 

issued by the Wheat Board, will the — 

Board certify that these balances: ac- 

tually exist, or are they assumed — 

balances? oe 

9. Will the Govertnant authorize a sur- 
vey to be made in South Australia, 
Victoria, and New South Wales 
order to substantiate the statement — 
that the balances of wheat on hand. |. 


co 


-were as follows:—South Australia, 
1915-16 “pool,” 3,821,000 bushels; % 
South-. Australia, 1916-17 “pool,” 
16,345,000 bushels; Victoria, 1916- Ww 
£ pool, 9 15,506,000 bushels; New South — 
Wales, 1916-17 “ pool, m8 361,000 
bushels? eats 


Mr. GROOM.—Inquiries will be made, 
and a reply furnished to the honorable 
member as soon as possible. 


PUBLIC SERVICE. 
Emprioygers Drawing Apprrron aL 
EMOLUMENTS. : 


MALONEY asked. the 
upon notece— 


Dr, 
Treasurer, 


Whether, 
will give the foliowing © 
House— i 

1. The number of people in the ele of ee 
the Commonwealth, either part time or 
whole time, who are drawing more — 
than one salary, or a pension and a. 
salary, showing names, nature of em- 
-ployment,~ ‘and amount of salary and _ 
pension, if any, drawn in each in- 
stance, together with. the total in each. — 
instance? ~ 

2. What is the calling or occupation of 
each such person in the COE SE 
if any? 


Acting : 


in the interests, cf economy, - tee 
information to the. 


Mr. POYNTON. Pie obtaining of 
the information asked for would entail 
considerable time and labour, and in the 
interests of economy it is considered that. 
the expense*should not be incurred unless. 
it can be shown that the information. 


_ would be of such value as to justify tao | 


gost of its preparation: 


in 


Australian 


TRADE WITH GERMANY. 


Mr. FENTON asked the Acting Pane 3 


; Minister, upon notice— 
}. Whether it is a fact that trade relations 


Ikave been resumed by 
America with Germany? 
2. is it a fact that there is now a serious 


ie eompetition by American buyers with Austra- - 


Ham buyers in respect to hides, &¢., and that 
fhe high prices paid by the American buyers 


$s becanse they have large orders from German 


buyers? 


3 if SO, will the Government announce ween 


Sausicalian producers and traders will be 


placed on a similar footing to American and. 


British traders in respect to Australian goods? 


-Mr. GROOM.—The answers to the 
honorable member’ $ questions are as fol- 
low :-— 

%. { am not aware that such is the case. 

2. it is understood that there is keen com- 
_ petition with American buyers for. the purchase 
of hides, but it is not known whether they 
have large orders from German buyers. — 

3. See reply to No. 1. As soon as the Go- 
- wermment is in a position to do go an an- 
_ Reuncement will be made. 


‘SALE OF CORNSAOCKS. 


Mr. SPENCE asked the Minister for 


Trade aud Customs, upon notice— 
Whether, in the distribution of the profit on 
the sale of cornsacks by the Government, the 
Minister will see that growers of oats, peas, 
and potatoes shall share | on. the same basis as 
wheat farmers? 
. Mr. GROOM ‘(for ‘Me! Gambon bok 
there are no megns by which the growers 
of oats, peas, and potatoes who actually 
used new cornsacks purchased from the 
Gevernment can be traced, it is not con- 
sidered to be practicable to inelude this 
elass of producer in the proposed distri- 
_ bution of the profits. . 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 


| ©antern Prorits — Demopriizarion: 


Pavestine anp Mesopotamian TRoops. 


_ __ Mr. BURCHELL asked the Assistant 
: Minister for Defence, upon notice— 


'. LL Whether the Government has yet decided 
_ how the various canteen and regimental funds 
of the Australian Imperial Force will be dis- 
posed of? 

_ 2. As profits from the canteens were to be 
wsed for the benefit of the soldiers generally, 
will this principle be followed in disposing of 
nee aad | 


_(REPRESENTATIVES. us 


Great Britain and! : 


ae WwW ISE ee are being an to 
form a Trust Fund of these moneys, and 


it is proposed that the funds shall be dis- | 
tributed for the benefit of war widows and — 
orphans in need, and in pressing cases to — 


disabled soldiers, 


Mr. YATES aked the Assistant Mine! 


ae 


ister for Defence, upon notice— — 


1, Have arrangements been completed for 


the demobilization of the A.IF.. 
Mesopotamia and Palestine? 
2. At what date is it anticipated the 


troops in 


pleted? 


de- 
mobilization of these troops will he — com — 


3. Is it a fact that many men are heing led 


to believe that the regulation governing their — 


term of enlistment has been so altered that. 7 


they may be detained in Mesopotamia | or 
Palestine for any length of time? 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member’s Hata are as 
low :-— 


l. (a) As a result e the action taken ae 


the Government and the representations made 
by Senator Pearce in England, cabled advice 


fol- MS : : 


now notifies. that the last A.LF. regiment in — Me i 


K gypt will embark on 2nd- ‘August, leaving 


only. ‘a few administrative details there to es 


wind up affairs of the A.I.F. 
Australian troops now in Palestine. 


(0) The situation with regard to the “ALLE, se 
troops in Mesopotamia is that out of 345 there «_ 


There are no aaa 


when the Armistice was declared, 292 -have - Ay 


been returned to Australia and demobilized, 


whilst two -officers and fifty-one other ranks 


have been retained in Mesopotamia by the a 


Indian ‘authorities for wireless 
tion duties. Cables have been despatched to 


India and England urging that this personnel 
be returned to Australia as soon as possible, ~ 
but a reply has been received requesting the 
Government to allow them to remain there un- | 
til September, as their services are urgently re- & eae 
quired in connexion with the wireless service, 2 See 
The Department is again representing the ne- 


cessity of their immediate return. 

2. As above stated, all the Palestine ind 
Egypt A.I.¥. troops, with ‘the exception of the 
administrative details, 
Australia by 2nd ‘August, and will be demo- 
bilized as soon as they arrive. One Feros 


arrived in Melbourne to-day carrying troops” - pe, 
from Egypt, and five other transports are now a é eo 


en route from Suez for sea 
3. No, , « 


ANZAO TWEED INDUSTRY. Ye 


Mr. FENTON asked the Minister 4 
presenting the Minister for Repatriation 


upon notice— 


communica- — 


will be en route for — os ate 


ke 


Whether he will make a full statempete ine 
respect to the Anzac tweed industry 80 far BE, 
it relates to returned soldiers t batt i Apc asia 


Mr. POYN TON. a3 a Vieabated 
that a decision will be arrived at and an 
ne i. announcement made next week. 


WAR MEMORIALS: FRANCE. 


Mr. BURCHELL asked the Assistant 
- Minister for Defence, upon notice— 

1. Whether the Government have decided to 
erect war memorials to the Australian Im- 
perial Force in France? 

2. If so, will be give particulars as to de- 
sion, cost, and whether Australian materials 
will be- used? 


Mr. WISE. 7p. answers to the hon- 
orable member’s- uesnions are as fol- 
low :— : 


é }. Yes. 
Ba OSs te ee on the subject, giving 


the information desired by the honorable. 


menor, will be made at an early date. 


.. .. HOLDSWORTHY CAMP. 
: Autzecep MutILarions. 


Mr. YATES asked the Assistant Min- 
ister for Defence, upon notice— 
_ Whether -he will lay on the table of the 
House the photographs in the hands’ of the 
Defence Department of persons mutilated by 
bayonet wounds and otherwise ae oy 
' Camp? 


ae ie = Mr. WISE ane othing j is known of any ; 


- such photographs being in the possession 
=. of the Department. 


= ISLINGTON POST-OFFICE. 
- Mr. YATES asked the Postmaster- 
General, upon notice— 


1. Whether he approved of the closing of the 
Islington post-office, in South Australia? 
2. Is it by the Minister’s instructions that 


only one delivery now takes place where hither-: 


to there have been two? 
3. Is it the intention to re-open this office ? “ 
4. If not, why not? 
| ‘Mr. WEBSTER Inquiries are being 
_. made, and replies will be furnished as 
early. as possible, 


AEROPLANE CONSTRUCTION. 
Mr. MACKAY asked the Acting 


_Prime Minister, upon notice— 


1, Whether it is true that an application has 
been received from -a British firm, offering: to 
aN undertake the construction of aeroplanes in 
Po + Australia? 
2. If true, what concessions were asked for, 
and what is the decision of the Government? 


: 31 Jovy, 1 1919. on 


__ Consors. : ee aa 


Mr, GROOM. The answers to the 
honorable member’ 8 questions are as fol- 
low :— | 

lL. Yes. 

2. The firm, in asking the: Comnmonwenlkl 
Government to invite them to start.a factory 
at their own expense in Australia, stated that 
it would not ask the Government for any 
guarantee of orders, or, indeed, anything bué 
an invitation to start a factory at their own — 
expense. 

The Government decided that it was conable . 
at present to invite any one firm to start a 
factory in the Commonwealth, as a number of 
firms were considering the matter on their 
own account, and as local companies wens 
being formed to undertake aerial transport; 
but ‘that, while being unable to give any spe- 


cific invitation,” ‘it would be only too glad to . 
offer any facilities in its power to companies — 


who determined to manufacture ae pplanees a 
the Commonwealth. ; 


CEN: SORSHIP. is | 
Mr. FINLAYSON asked the Acting 


Prime Minister, wpon notice— 
1. Has the coneaente been completely Aifted 


as affecting the publication of either ponte or 


foreign news? 
2. If not, when may it be expected. that the 
restrictions will be removed?’ f 
3. When is it proposed to lift the existing 
embargo on the publication and circulation of 
certain prohibited books, pamphlets, &e.2 = 
Mr. GROOM.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol 
low :-— Mae 
1. Yes. ea ; 
2. See answer to No. i; : Be 
3. The embargo fad already been lifted, ‘ool ee 


there are no censorship restrictions on he 


publication and circulation of ‘books: and 


pamphlets. 
Mr. MAHONY asked ae ‘Meth Min. ie 
ister for the N avy, upon notice— . 
Upon what dates were the contracts. ‘feet . 


Wooden ships, to be built in ane entered ee 


into by the Commonwealth? oF 
Mr. : POYNTON, — The Eaience . 
MacDonald contract is dated 22nd June, — 
1917, and the Sloan Shipyard: Corpora- 
tion contract-is dated 5th June, ‘TOUT. | 


PUBLIC SERVICE. | 
Temporary EMPLoyYEEs’ Leave. 
Mr.. FINLAYSON asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, upon notice— ~ 


Whether the Bor stasserd will arrange ‘had ; 
the men who were temporary employees in 
the Commonwealth Public Service prior. Dad 


returned from the war and been reinstated in 
‘their positions, will be granted leave to the 
extent to which they would have been entitled 
had 2 remained in Australia? : 


Mr. GROOM. —_Tnstructions to aie 


Service Commissioner in January, 1917, 
with the condition that the employee en- 


: suming employment under the Common- 
wealth, 


MELBOURNE POST OFFICE: 
PLANS, 


“Mr. BAMFORD asked the Minister for 
= Works and Railways, upon notice— oe 


‘Library the design’ and plans prepared by Mr. 
_ Murdoch and Mr. Griffin respectively in con- 
“nexion with the alterations recently made in 
the General Post Office, Elizabeth-street, Mel- 
- beurne? 


»~Mr. GROOM.-—Yes. 


ae ee Wie 
ae Exvort anp Locat Prioss. 
Mr, SAMPSON asked the mae 
Prime Minister, upon notice— : 


bushel, and as the proportion of wheat sold 


the Government arrange that the wheat-growers 
_ of Australia shall be protected to the extent of 


ce export and fixed local price of wheat?. 


OMe GROOM “The Government oa 


Mon of. the honorable member. 


WORKS DEPARTMENT. - 
ArcuitTEcts BRraNnc#. 


Mr. BAMFORD asked the Minster for 
Works and Railways, upon notice— \ 


_ 4. In view of the recently adopted practice 
of giving a special fee for designs; plans, &c., 


anch of the Works Department, will the Min- 
er say that this is being done because, in his 
pinion, the Architectural Branch of this De- 
ent is not competent to ee such 


in the interests of ‘coonomnge Banaue with 


oleeionk fer eS service, oe ae have 


= fet were issued by the Acting Public 
DEFENCE FORCES, 


- gaged in no other occupation before re-- 


Whether -he will lay upon the table of ae 


as As the latest sale of wheat of 1,000,000 tons 
has fixed the price of wheat. at 5s. 6d. per 


for local consumption is now sold at 5s., will 


6d. on local sales, the difference between the - 


not see its way to comply with the aes 


‘to a person or persons outside the Architectural _ 


ale of such officers as may be, in his 


noe now he employed by ihe Won ks and ~ 
Railways Department. I eee the highest /— 
opinion of the competence of the architec- ee 
tural section of the Department, iy and do . 


not consider. mae action Bo | 


PERMANENT INSTRUCTIONAL Sig afta a 

Mr. WISE.—Yesterday the honorab le 
member for Maribyrnong (Mr. Fenton) _ 
made the following statement:— 

An advertisement published in the daily pre 
of 26th July called for applications for ap 
pointment to the Instructional Staff of the Per- 
manent Defence Forces, and included a condi- 
tion that applicants. should be 5 ft. 7 in. 5 aS 
height, measure at least 35 inches round the 
chest. In view of the fact that a large num-— 
ber of men who measured only 5 ft. 3 in. ee 
height went to the Front, will the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Defence see that 
alterations are made in that advertisement so 
that some of the returned soldiers, who held 
temporary positions on the Instructional Staff, 
may have opportunity of ape oy a per- 
manent position ? 


ae brome to Fee the suatter under 


tions —— 


This matter has eee very Por 
sideration, and it was decided that the hi 
physical standard necessary for an instructor 
of the Permanent Forces should be maintained. 
A continuance of the voluntary system 0 
enlistment for war service necessitated a lower: 
ing of the physical standard agree whic 
was otherwise BO a ae 


RETURNED OFFICERS. 


Reren tion OF Rank. 


ae for Wakefield (Mr. 


Foster) asked: the following question 
Is it a fact that men who were formerly 
bers of the Permanent Forces, and enliste 


formation : es 


Owing to the ‘large number of offic er of 
Permanent Forces absent on active 
became Le scooask ote a bee wa 


“porary « commissions to anum 
. rant Officer Instructors, nearly : all of whom were 
above. the age limit. for active service. As the 
permanent officers, whose places they were fill- 
ie ing, are now quickly returning, action is being 
~ taken to terminate the temporary honorary 
commissions thus granted. Every warrant and 
~ non-commissioned officer of the Instructional 
Staff who went on active service and gained a 
commission has been allowed to temporarily 
retain an honorary commission until sufficient ~ 
combatant officers are available to resume duty 
on termination of their vl rath ea in the 
Australian Pepeaes Force. - 


: ‘SUGAR. 
_-- Syortace in Western AvsTRAtia. 
Peg My GROOM.—Yesterday the honor- 
» able member for Dampier (Mr. Greer, 
asked the following question :-— 


+ On behalf of the honorable member for Kal 
- goorlie (Mr. Heitmann), I desire to bring 
before the Minister in charge of the House, 


.- in the absence of the Minister for Trade and. 


Customs, the following telegram from the sec- 
eat. Tetary. of a conference of local’ bodies held at 
oe Kalgoorlies— 


= “Sugar supplies very Beart. Will you 
kindly urge proper authorities insure bet- 


a _ Has been precarious for months.” 
3 wil the Government make an effort to insure 
an adequate supply of sugar for these districts? 


af promised that inquiries would be made, 


information :— 

* <The. steamer Roggeveen is expected to a 
- have been made for her to call at Fremantle 
pe land 1,000 tons of unrefined sugar. 
“ refined sugar-is available. - 

2 PRINTING COMMITTEE. 
_ Report (No. 38) presented by Mr. 
Mr. MoWirrraMs, read by the Clerk, and 

adopted. | 


PAPER. 
“The following paper was printed :— 


War Precautions Act—Regulations amended 
ae —Statutory Rules 1919, ‘No. 178. 


SUPPLY (Formal), 
: oH ee T ASMANIANS. 
~ Question —That Mr. Speaker do now 
_ leave the chair, and that the House resolve 
~ itself into Committee of UD pees Pee 
_ posed, 
- Mr. LAIRD SMiTH ePhemanta) [3.23]. 
T claim the indulgence of honorable 


mbor. 0 “Senior War . 


passage to their homes. 
_ consequence, suffering very. great incon- 
“venience indeed. 


_ ter supply this State than usually obtains? 


manager of 
-Bureau, informs me that the ‘Rotomahana — 


- and am now able to furnish the following _ has now been delayed until Monday. 


"from Java on 2nd August, and arrangements . 


No - 


_tnss 


oiler for a ee tae to. refer to a 


matter.of extreme urgency, and that is 


the position of Tasmanian residents who 


are stranded here and unable to get we, 
They are, in — 


It will be necessary 
for some of them, at an early date, to be 
given monetary ‘assistance. Honorable 
members on both sides, and honorable 
members of the Senate "also, have, with 
me, been Boe their utmost to secure se ss 
ve 


There seemed | & a 


be some ee that a means of — A 


transferring these people to— ‘Tasmania 


would now be provided; but only this 


morning I learned that the Rotomahana, — 
which was to sail to-morrow for Tas- 
mania, is to be delayed until Saturday. 

The delay may be further prolonged, and 
these- unfortunate people be still left in 
the position in which they are at the pre- 

sent time. The honorable member for 
Franklin (Mr. MeWilliams), ” who, with | 
me, has been in close touch with the — 
the Tasmanian Tourist — 


Mr. Tuper.—Why? 

Mr. LATRD SMITH. —I do not ae 
why. I feel sure that the Government 
must realize what their detention here 
means to these people. Some of 
them came here on ‘business, ‘One lady 
came to see her son, who was very ill in — 
Melbourne, and she informed me that she 
had £20 with hér when she left home, 
and, through being stranded here for a — 
considerable time, she now has not a shil- 
ling. A man who secured employment in — 
Tasthania came over to Melbourne “to 
take his wife and family of eight children 
back with him. He has been unable to 
return to Tasmania, and, in the mean- 
time, has. spent 960.5 1 received a wire 
this morning from Hobart 1 in the follow-. 
ing terms :— | 


Appreciate your efforts obtain “assistance 
from Government for stranded Tasmanians. 
My mother and father stranded since May. — 

In view of the high cost of living, it is 
clear that, no matter what the financial 


- position of these people .may be, they 


el 134 


ao people to reach their homes. 


Supply 


cannot go on living here ieetinivels when — 


they are earning nothing, and when their 
businesses in Tasmania are being neg- 
lected, and there are probably no returns 


S from them. These stranded people have 


my heartfelt sympathy, because no one 
has suffered more than I have from the 
terrible isolation of Tasmania. J would 
not again pass through such an experience 
as | have had for worlds. It was some- 
thing dreadful for me to be stranded 
here, and unable to get to my home in 
Tasmania when [ should have been there. 
I have, therefore, the greatest sym- 
_pathy with others. placed in a _ simi- 
lar position, who have been held up 
here for months. Preference in securing 


: passages to Tasmania has rightly been 


given to returning soldiers, and the civi- 


Ps - jians who are stranded here have not one 
word of complaint to make on that ac- 


count. Still, something should be done 
to afford assistance-to these people. I 
impress upon Ministers the importance of 
this question, and I suggest that they 
should immediately get into communica- 
tion with the Government of Tasmania, 
and see whether, in conjunction with them, 
something cannot be done to enable these 
I should 
like the assurance of the Minister in 
charge of the House that the Government 
have already been in touch with those in 
authority in Tasmania, or have made 
arrangements themselves to relieve the dis- 
tress of these people. Yesterday I men- 
tioned the name of the manager of the 
Tasmanian Tourist Bureau’ here, through 
whom I suggest assistance might be 
rendered. The Tasmanian Government 
have already availed themselves of 
the services of this excellent officer. 
- His services have been invaluable, not only 
to members of this Parliament, but to the 


a many people who frequently. call upon 


him. He is kind and courteous and will- 
ing to help every person, whether rich or 
- poor, in any way that he can. I feel 
sure that were he intrusted with the dis- 
ake of aid to the stranded Tas- 
--manians, the business could not be placed 


- im more Pape clans hands, or the relief more 


cheaply or effectively administered. I 
_ shall not take up more of the time of hon- 
- orable members, but will close by repeat- 
_ Mr. Laird Smith. 


(REPRESENTATIVES) ( | 


ing “my Ronee thi ths AGAistee in: ¥ 
charge of the’ House will do all that he 


can in this:matter. » 
Mr, GROOM (Darling Downs: Megs 


ter for Works and Railways and Acting 


Attorney-General) [3.27].—I move— — 
That the debate be now adjourned. - as 
Mr. 

Speaker 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson. ).—Order! 


The motion is one 


TUDOR (Yarra) [3.28] ies 


W. Elliot 3 


‘ 


which cannot be debated under our Stand- ze 


ing Orders. 


Mr. Tuvor.—Under which particular e 


standing order? 


Mr. SPEAKER. Tenn deal with that 
later. It is my duty to put the question. 

Question—That the debate be now ads 
journed—put. Ane House divided. 


Ayes a Oe 
- Noes 18 ae 
Majority 17 


ene Hci “Paegate 


Abbott, Lt.-Col. 


Archibald, W. O. ‘Leckie, J. W. 


Atkinson, L. Lister, J: EL, ara ene 
Bamford, F. W, Livingston, J, «> - 
Bayley, J. G. Lynch, J. Sele 
Best, Sir Robert _ Mackay, G. H.. 


Maxwell, G. A. 
McWilliams, W. J. 
| Pigott, H. R. M. = 


Boyd, J. A. 
Burchell, R. J. 
Chanter, J. M. 


Corser, E. B. C, Poynton, 3 

Fleming, W. M. Rodgers, A. 8. 

Foster, Richard Sinclair, H. 

Gibson, W. G. Spence, W. G. 

ee ete P. MeM. Webster, W. ~ 

Gregory, H. Wise, G. H. - 

Groom, L. E. Tellers : 

Jowett, E. | Story, W. H. 

Kelly, bi 5 | Thomson, John Nok 
Weel eS 

Anstey, .F. McGrath, D. a 

Brennan, Frank Riley, E 

Charlton, M. ~ Tudor, F. G. 

Considine, M. P. Watkins, ea 

Fenton, J. E. . West, J. E. 

Finlayson, W. F. “| Yates, G. EB. 

Higgs, W. G. 

Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 

Maloney, Dr. Mathews, J. 

McDonald, C. Page, Jd," 

; Parrs. 
Watt, W. A. Blakeley, A. 
Greene, W. M. Catts; J. Ha 
Smith, Laird Corboy, E. W. 
Sampson, S. ‘Nicholls, S. R. 


Orchard, R. B. 


‘Wallace, Cia ae er : 


iene Mr. Wonk os Soake: is rit permis- 
_~ sible for an honorable member to leave the 
_ ¢hamber while the bells are ringing? 
- Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
- Johnson).—Any honorable member is at 
berty to enter or leave the chamber until 
the order is given that the doors be locked, 
except in the case of a sro being 
ealled for. , 
Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Motion (by Mr. Groom) proposed— 


‘That the Committee have leave to sit again 
to-morrow. : 


“4 , ‘Question put. ‘The ae divided. 
| AVOS ee ei ee BT 

PIOUS a e pos 2 8 
Nee Majority” ee 2.610 


ate 


[La ond, Hector 
Leckie, J. W: 


=. Avoott, Lt-Col). — 
_ Archibald, W. O. 


os, — -Atkingon,. L, db eaisber ete okt, <6 
ee. . Bamford, F. Ww. Livingston, Js 
Bi Bayley, J. G. + Lyneh,* Js. 


Best, Sir Robert 
Boyd, J. A. 
Burchell, R. J. 
Chanter, J. M. 
ity Corser, E. B. C, 

aS Fleming, W. M.~ 
oa. foster, Richard 
poe Gibson, W.-G. 
ee 2 Giynn, P. MeM. 
Pau Gregory, HH. 


Mackay, GE 
Maxwell, G. A. 
eWilliams, W. J. 
Pigott, H. R. M. 
Poynton, A. 
Rodgers, A. S. 
Sampson, 8. 
Sinclair, H. 
Spence, W. G. 
Webster, W. 


Groom, L, E, — Wise, G. H. 
Jensen, J. A. Tellers: 
Jowett, E. a Story, Ws H. ~ 


va Kelly; W.-H. Thomson, John 


“ Mice s Noes. oe 
| > “Anstey, F. Motrath Do = 
_.. Brennan, Frank Riley, E. 
seats Charlton, M. Tudor, F. G. 

Considine, M. P. Watkins, D. 


Fenton, J. E. West, J. E. 
ide Finlayson, W. F. Yates, G. E. 
Pe oe cees, WG f 
+» Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 
x ~Maloney, Dr. Mathews, J.~ 
ss McDonald, C. Page, J. 
a / PAIRS, 
o>. Wath, W. A. Blakeley, A. 
‘Greene, W. M. Cates Jos. 
he... Palmer, A. CG. Corboy, E. W. 
Smith, Laird | Nicholls, S. R. 
Fowler, J. M. Wallace, C. 


_ Question sO resolved i in the affirmative. 


ic 


Se Say 2 


e ae 1919.] Commercial Activities Bill. 


the Imperial Government, 


TSE: 


COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES BILL. 
In’ Committee (Consideration resumed 
from 30th July, vide page 11122): 


First Schedule (The War Precautions 
(Dairy Produce Pool) Regulations). 


3. (1) For the purpose of providing as large g 


a quantity of dairy produce as possitle for 


supply of dairy produce throughout the Com- 


monwealth, during the period of the war, there — 


shall be a Commonweaith Dairy Produce Pool 
Committee (in these regulations referred to as 
‘* the Committee ’’), 
who shall be the Chairman of the Committee, 


a Deputy Chairman to be appointed by the — 


Minister, three nominees of the Commonwealth 


Government, two representatives for each of — 


the States of New South Wales, Victoria, and 
Queensland in respect of the butter factories 


..in those States, one representative for each of 


the States of South Australia and Tasmania 
in respect of the butter factories in those 
States, one representative for each of the 
States of New South Wales, Victoria, and 
Queensland in respect of the cheese factories © 
in those States, andthe Commonwealth Dairy 
Expert. 
Mr. 
MOVe--- . 
That in regulation -3, line. 12, she the word 
“ Government”, the’ words “ three 
nominated by the Leader of the Opposition as 


representing the consumers of the ° Common- — 
wealth ’’ be inserted. 


TUDOR (Yarra) [3.43] mock 


- Honorable members will observe, from the 


constitution of the Dairy Produce Pool, 
that there is not one single representative 
of the consumers upon it. This is the 
first time we have had an opportunity in 
this House of discussing any of the War 


Precautions regulations, and we should 


now endeavour to equalize, if possible, 


. the representation upon the various Com- 


mittees that! were appointed under the 
authority of that Act. The Government 
intend to appoint three representatives of 
butter factory agents or producers, and [ 
am now asking that the consumers shall 
also have representation. The honorable 
member for Darling (Mr. Blakeley) has 
given notice of a subsequent amendment, 
to secure representation of the workers 
upon this Committee, and, in his absence, 
I understand some other honorable mem- 
ber will move the amendment. I also 


“point out that two or three sentences are 


quite out of place in the regulation. For 
instance, there is the sentence “ during 


and an adequate 


consisting of the Minister, 


persons. ~— 


ie ee. of fee war.” 


Tra) 
afte 


butter produced in Australia is consumed 
‘by the local market, and the other one- 
fifth is exported, and in view of the fact 
that the interests of those who consume 
‘one-fifth of the butter are to’be safe- 
- guarded, the consumers surely are en- 
titled to ae on the Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Lecxiz.—Do you, as Leader sf the 
Opposition, represent the people who 
consume four-fifths of the production ? 


soldiers overseas the right to ybte: aie: 
that measure, it was provided that the 
Prime Minister should indicate to our. 
‘soldiers overseas which candidates repre- 
sented the Nationalist party, and that the 


ballot-papers with the names of those who 
were seeking election in the interests of 
signate our candidates as “ Labour” 

members, but honorable members oppo- 
> site would not agree to that. . L-believe 
that honorable members on his side of © 
the House do more truly represent the 


Ministerial side. In connexion with this’ 
matter, I desire to read a copy of a leaf- — 
tet. issued during the last election by the 
party of which the honorable member for 
Indi (Mr. Leckie) is a Bes S was 
as follows :— 


CHEAP F oop. 


sheaper in Australia than in any country in 
he world. Bere 
If you want the cost of living kept os 
a myst elect 
A NATIONAL, SENATE 

and 
‘Nattonat House or REPRESENTATIVES, 


R member what the National Government 


oe reduced the cost of ‘bread 40 


“-Englend. a 4-lb. loaf costs Is. at 
- Teast. ; 


over, and there should. ie no meat now ‘toy 
eopy the wording of ‘regulations framed eo 

- during war time, as the regulations con- — 
_ tained in the schedule now under discus- 
~ gion will remain in operation until 31st 
August of next year. Four-fifths of the = 


by encouraging greater production, -regulati 


_ ducts, and eluinanng “waste, and Pee ng 


house bills down. 


Mr. TUDOR—I am using language ° 
that was employed in the Electoral ABA 
passed by this Parliament to give: OUEs 2a. 


Leader of the Opposition should mark the - 


the Opposition. We endeavoured to de : 


-eonsumers than honorable members on the © 


c Oks to the National Government, food is . 


6id. and 7d. a 4-lb. loaf. In ~ 


ey financing a Pc 
“Wiigar: —By skilful 
_ National ‘Government gi 
tralian consumers sugar — 
ae a lb. In Europe it costs ‘ 
_ Wheat.—Wheat is cheaper in Austra 
etn than in any of the belliger n 
_ countries. ions ore 
"Leather. —The National- ‘Government pr 


25 per cent. in the price of. boots 

and other leather products. — 

These magnificent results have been achie 
supplies, providing cheap conveyance of 


exploitation. a 
Vote for the oe Gee Keep 


cil, 3899 Collins- ee be ee sas 
As S: Wuyts, Publicity Socrae a 
"—The aS Teleaueh ee, cone ny, 


She 


ee 


any gene = Thee gam any a 
“not kept. down the price of living;. the 
have not kept down the price of sug 
‘The price of sugar was brought dow1 
the Government. which preceded the | 
sent Administration. The price 
fixed by the Government: of which Twas 
a member. ; ot 

Mr. Lecxre, ow raised the price of 
sugar from 3d. to 34d. | ee 

Mr. TUDOR. * This precious nS n 
states that ‘‘ they have kept the pri 
leather duwn.’’ The. honorable member 
for Indi (Mr. Leckie) . knows that the 
Price: of leather to-day is 50 per nt 
higher than in 1917. When Le 
"boots soled and heeled, I must pay 6s 
to-day, whereas that job cost me only — 
4s, 6d. then. The boots which I buy for - 
my children cost me over 50 per et 
‘more than in 1917. These honor. 
members ee us- to ve for tate 


“pills dawn a. . ) 

Mr. . Sampson. Sot ce 
there would. be no unemployment, 
that every housewife aor have : 


pounds: to spare. 
Mr. cnt —That 


caused by enormous ~ 
being charged to-day. 

new Combines being f 
1e people.- Only a few days ago a group 
of business men met in this city. —I will 
quote what the aoe Sac about the 


Ly we hear 


Mr. RILEy. —_That- is a reliable @ paper. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Although it is against 
= us, it does | oon tell the truth. I 
pace dent. and = is quite possible that the 
Argus tells the truth by accident. ~ In 
an article which it published a little while 
_- ago, on the subject of proportional voting, 


not be entitled to the same consideration 
as other people in the community~ That 
is the sort of stuff we get from the Argus. 
I stated the other day—and I reiterate 


repeat the name of that newspaper 
ee SPY Ee a. mouthwash about with 


Be paper. in itis schots: to which I 
boa have just alluded, states— 


Se 


29 


" Preparations for making ‘‘ price-cutting ’’ In 
many grocery lines a thing of the past are 
ng pushed ahead, The committee appointed 
a meeting at which thirty firms manufac- 
ring articles handled. by grocers were repre- 

sented, has decided to adopt in its main prin- 
& ple the methods used by the Proprietary 


Pr 


Daeatiies: This will consider ie in detail, 
and ‘report to the committee. The manufac- 


the retailing of the articles made by the mem- 
seat “of | ‘the ee each The he of the 


retailer galls below fie eet minimum, all the 
the offender any further supplies. 


the fixing of retail prices is assured. At a 
‘meeting of the council of. the association the 
following motion was agreed to:— 

— "That this council urges the owners or 
agents of proprietary lines generally handled 
in the grocery trade to- take effective steps to 
- protect their own goodwill and the interests 
a their conn ue eee effective 


formed to squeeze 


now considering. 


it stated that the ‘‘ beer-swilling ’’ voter 
who happened to be out of gaol should 


ib. here—that a decent man should not. 


The regulations 


embers of the association will refuse to give . 


‘The support of the Grocers Association for 


“it was ‘alae. decided flat as: soon as deine 


action was taken to protect the prices of any 
lines, a special appeal would be made to the — 
Association to push as 


members of the Grocers - 
those lines energetically. 


The users of those articles have no ee 


sentation at all on the Pool which we ar 


opposite who are engaged in putting up 
the price-of everything used by the con-— 
sumer. Hor two years. and three months — 
the Government have been in occupation — 
of the Treasury bench, and have done — 
absolutely nothing except to place in & 


stronger position than ever those who are ey 


living on the people, and profiteering at 
When the Butter Pool i, 
in- ane : 
“article of 3rd March last, that it was a on 
one-sided arrangement. ae) 


Mr. Groom.—What paper are © you 


their pleasure. 
was formed, the Age remarked, 


quoting from now? 


ne 


Mr. TUDOR.—I am quoting from es = 
does ne 


Age. That paper, like the Argus, 
its best to keep me out. It has never 


written a good word of me in the whole = 
of my career, and [ think that if it 
started to do so now I should feel that oe 


was slipping. ea 2 


Mr. Groom.—lIt is your best ficia 


Mr. TUDOR.—It has never said a cd ae 
word for me at election time, at an oe ar 
Age article states “775 : eG 


The 


dictions which have heen uttered in connexion ed ns 


with the present difficulty of- householders to— 
obtain supplies of good butter, even at rey 
enhanced prices, there emerges the outstand-- 
ing fact that on the Pool which was created 
to control this particular commodity eg 
ibe period of the war, the general public and 


the disinterested consumers “have no represen- 


tation. The Pool embraces vested interests 
and politicians, but includes no quite caper 
business men, whose sole aim and - mission — 


would be to secure to, the general public a fair 
deal amid contending interests. The Dairy 
Produce Pool Committee, as now constituted, 
comprises the Minister for Customs, who is. 
nominally chairman, a deputy chairman ap- 
pointed by the Minister, three nominees of the 
Commonwealtl Government, two representa-. 
tives for each of the States of Victoria, New 
South Wales, apd Queensland, in rospact of 
the butter factories in those States; one re- 
presentative of the butter factories in each of 


-the States of South Australia and Tasmania; 


one representative for each of the States of 
Victoria, New South Wales,and Queensland 


To-day there are ‘per-- fee 
sons represented by honorable members — 


Mere 


owns Raa Ma 1's ; See RON Med Mi ates MEU a pe 
4s “11138 ph etait Commercial o : A 


“in respect of the cheese factories” of those 
States; and the Commonwealth Dairy Expert. 


The personnel of the Committee in accordance ~ Rural “Industries Limited Gisee ae 
Sat ae ze 2 : Y 


with this constitution is as follows :— : 
Chairman, the Minister for Customs (Mr. 
_. Greene). ve 

The Minister for Customs (Mr. Greene) 

represents one of the largest butter pro- 


ducing districts in the whole of Australia, 


and it is to his interest to keep the price 
of butter up. The Age next quotes “ Mr. 
Fl. Sinclair, M.P.,’’ as vice-chairman. It1s 
in the interests of Mr. Sinclair, also, to 
‘keep the price of butter up, ana 
give consumers fair play. The butter 
representatives for Victoria ‘include, first 
of all, Mr. P. J. Holdenson, of Holden- 
son and Neilson. Mr. Holdenson repre- 
sents a proprietary company engaged in 
the manufacture of butter. And the next 


Victorian representative is Mr. H. W. 


Osborne, of the Western District Co- 
operative Produce and Insurance Com- 
pany Limited. That gentleman speaks 
with greater authority in fixing the price 

of butter in Victoria than any other in- 
dividual. In fact, there are two people 
who fix the price of. butter in Australia. 
“These are Messrs. Meares, of New South 
Wales, and Osborne, of Victoria. When 
they talk, up goes the price of butter. 
The representatives of New South Wales 
are Mr. C. B. Basche, care of Messrs. 
Basche and Lowney, 368 Sussex-street, 
Svdney, and Mr. C. J. McRae, of Coraki, 


the North Coast Company. eos, 
Mr. Stnctarz.—No; he 1s chairman of 
the Primary Producers Association. 


member for. his correction. | 
Mr. Pace.—I call attention to th 
want of a quorum. [Qworuwm formed.|- 
_ Mr. TUDOR.—The representatives of 
- Queensland are Mr. W. T. Harris, of 
Forrest Gate, Toowoomba; Mr. T. F. 
Plunkett, of the Logan and Albert Co- 
operative Dairy Company Limited, Beau- 
desert; whilst Mr. J. W. Sandford, of 
_ Messrs. A. Sandford and Company, Gren- 
 fell-street, Adelaide, represents South 
_ Australia; and Mr. O. G. Norton, of 
_ Burnie, is the representative of Tas- 
mania. In respect of cheese the mem- 
bers of the Committee are—New South 
_ Wales, Mr. J. Mackey, Messrs, J. Mac- 
_ key and Company, 269-271 Sussex-street, 


Sydney; Victoria, Mr. J. Rankin, Colac; 


and not to. 


. who, T understand, is now manager of — 


Mr. TUDOR.—I thank the honorable | 


there are of the producers. 


sented, so that they may know what is 


and Queensland, Mr. A. C. Galbraith, — 


Brisbane. In appointing Government 
nominees the Ministry had an opportu- — 


nity to secure the representation of the — 


consumers, and, as the Age points out, | 
they might have appointed independent 
merchants, who would he likely to give 
the consumers a far deal. Instead of — 
doing so, however, they made the follow- 
ing appointments:—Mr. C. E. D. Meares, 
care of the Coastal Farmers Co-operative 
Society Limited, 274 Sussex-street, Syd- — 
ney; Mr. A. W. Wilson, Gippsland and 
Northern Co-operative Society and In- | 
surance Company Limited, Flinders-lane, _ 
Melbourne; Mr. W. Purcell, of Green- 
mount, Queensland; and Mr. M A. ~ 
O'Callaghan, the Commonwealth Dairy 
Expert, who has no vote on the Com- 
mittee. It will thus be seen that there is 


not one representative of the consumers — 


on the Committee. COS 


There is much unrest in the .commu- 
nity, we are told, and the people are com- 
plaining bitterly of the cost of living. 
Butter to-day is from 2d. to 3d. per lb. © 
dearer than it was three years ago, not- __ 
withstand:ng that we have this year a 
better season. The members of the 
Butter Committee are ‘‘ skying ” the price — 
of butter. They send it oversea with the — 
object, if possible, of creating here an _ 
artificial shortage, so that prices may be 
further increased. JI hope that Mimis- — 
teria] supporters will join with us in say- 
ing that the consumers should be repre- _ 
sented on the Committee. If, on the 
other hand, they insist that the eighteen 
members of it shall consist solely, as they _ 
do, of representatives of the one side, 
then they need not tbe surprised if, when 
another Government comes into power, 
the consumers alone are represented upon __ 
it. A day of reckoning may come. We 
do not even ask that there shall be as — 
many representatives of the consumers as 
All we say 
is that the consumers ought to be repre- 


done in connexion with the Pool, and ~ 2 
avoid the never-ending increase in the 
cost of living. | ‘ ne 4 


xi 


i '% NAP 
Coe. yey we) a 


Mr. Ropgzrs.—The Governme: 
nees represent the consumers. _ 


Mr. TUDOR.—Will the: honorable 
member say that Mr. Meares or Mr. Wil- 
_ son represent the consumers ? IT know both 
Mr. Wilson and Mr. Meares, and believe 
that they would destroy me ‘politically af 
_ they could. They would do so merely 
because I sought to deal fairly with the 
industry in the interests of the consu- 
-_ mers as well as the producers. They say, 
§ - however, that the consumers should not 
be represented, that all that the consu- 
mers have to do is to “‘ pay the piper.” 
Mr. Ropcrrs.—The trouble was. that 
the honorable member when in office pro- 
pC hibited the export of butter without first 
oe providing for any internal organization. 


> ; 

oe Mr. TUDOR.—Did I? . 
po Mr. Sincrarr.—-The trouble is that the 
. honorable member and his party want 
‘ the dairymen to work for nothing. _ 
Mr. TUDOR.—Nothing of the kind. 


But I object to the value of stock and 
land being considered more important 
than human life. 


while the value of dairy herds in Aus- 
tralia to-day is greater per head than 
ever before. The late Sir Thomas Bent, 
_ when Premier of Victoria, once said, “ I 
_ take off my hat to the cow.’’ I suppose 
we ought to take off our hats to. the cows, 
but kill the~children who desire some of 
the foods prepared from the milk pro- 
duced by them. 

Mr. Grecory—lIs that why the honor- 
able member, when Minister, imposed a 
‘duty of 2d. per Ib. on infants’ food ? 


« . | Mr, TUDOR.—I did not. The man 


is an ass. I have, no doubt, made mis- 

_ takes, since I am only human; but, as 
_ Minister for Trade and Customs, I tried 

to consider the interests of the whole of 
the people, and not to have regard, as the 

Butter Pool does, to the claims of only 
one section. Wages have not gone up in 
proportion to the increase in the value 
of land and dairy herds. 

‘Mr. Roperrs.—In the dairying ‘indus- 
try nearly every family does all its own 
work, 

Mr. TUDOR. a, know that there are 

some awful scandals in connexion with 
es ute butter industry. 


Throughout the dairy- 
_ ing districts land values are appreciating, 


who says that he never makes a mistake — 


_ Activities Bill, | 11139 


1919. cae ve 


MEY, Gisre Ie the: prise’ of Satie 
were lowered, there would be ten times as 
many scandals, 

Mr. TUDOR. —Aceording to a “report 
published in the morning papers last 
Saturday, the Chief Justice of Victoria, — 
in giving judgment in a ease relating to 
a butter agent, made remarks showing | 
that his business was as smellful as some — 
of the operations disclosed in the report — 
of the Butter Commission which sat some — 
years,ago, and disclosed the swindling — 
that was taking place. The case dealt _ 
with by the Chief Justice had nothing to 
do with either the producers or the con- 
sumers. It related to agents, and agents — 
are largely represented on the ee 
Committee. - 

According to evidence given by ‘Mr. 
Williams, secretary of the Grocers Asso- — 
ciation, before the Assistant Prices Com- ~ 
missioner, the Gippsland and Northern 
Co- operative Company, on a capital of — 
£66,969, made a prot of £12 786, equal 7 
to 19 per cent. eo 

Mr. Grsson.—That was not all arahe 

Mr. TUDOR.—Mr. Williams gave his 
evidence on oath, and he is ‘not a sup- 
porter of our party. ae 

Mr. Gisson.—The figures include part : 
of the purchase money retained and © 
handed back. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The hoparahhe mem- : 
ber is quite wrong. This was the smallest — 
profit made by any of the butter com- — 
panies in the year referred to. I believe — 
that these companies to-day are making — 
huge profits at the expense of the con- — 
sumers—— : 


Mr. Grrson.—The sliareliohes: in ae 


company mentioned by the honorable : 


member are dairymen. | 
~ Mr. TUDOR.—At all events, ae think 
that the consumers should be represented 2 
on the Butter Pool. Why should the 
manager of a butter company be selected » 
as a Government nominee? Will any 
one fie that such a man is on the Board — 
for the purpose of representing the con-— 
sumers? Like the other seventeen mem- 
bers of it, he is there to lift up the Price 
of butter all the time. ‘ 
The TEMPORARY OHATRMAN 
(Mr, Charlton) Order! The honorable 


member’s time has expired. 


ee Gen [4.13].- —The Leader 
of the Opposition (Mr, Tudor) has 


worked himself into a fine frenzy this 
: ~ afternoon in his anxiety. for the con-. 


--sumers, but has entirely misconceived 
the "objects of the Dairy Products 
— Committee. He has said that the 
Committee consists only of  pro- 


eae who control exports, in order, 
tee possible, to create an artificial short- 
age locally, and so enable them to inflate 
the price of butter to the consumers, who 
comprise four-fifths of the community. 
Asa matter of fact, this Committee 
“has nothing whatever to do with the 
ae of prices, That duty is carried 
out by the Prices. Commissioner, under a 

War Precautions regulation. Under 
tet regulation, butter had to be pro-— 


the whole of the inquiries relating to it 
are conducted quite: independently of 
this Committee, whose 
comply with the ee that favs 
| been. issued. — 


Mr. Ropcers. —And merely to handle 
the commodity. 


Mr. GROOM—Yes. The reason for 
‘the creation of the Committee may be 
briefly stated. Soon after the outbreak 


market in the several States was, to some 
‘extent, disorganized. The position in re- 


‘serious, and it became necessary t0 
organize the butter industry for the ‘bene- 


~The Committee 
stituted, and 


was, therefore, 
its duties were clearly. 
possible, butter, cheese, and other dairy 
produce for consumption in the Common- 
wealth, and to export the surplus. Who 
ere the persons most competent for this 
: Those who were engaged in 
1e industry and knew all the ramifica- 
3 of the trade. 
ought to be a “\business.man” on the 
c es What good, for instance, 

B solteoods merchant be in such 


Mr ‘GROOM (oan eae: ee rere 
ter for Works and Railways, and Acting — on the Committee. = 


_ talks about preferring the life of a cow 


claimed as a necessary commodity, and — 


duty it is to. 


studied the question must know that thou- 


of war our Inter-State shipping was 


seriously interfered with, and the butter i™proper supervision and deficient _ ‘pr 


ae to oversea shipping was also very 


fit of consumers as well as producers. ~ ber is very unjust. 


con- 


defined. They were to provide, as far-as - 


It is said that there : 


ae Grngow.—There . 


Mr. GROOM. “There were, and i A. BS 
whale duty to organize ‘the, 
_ throughout Sao ee 


As to price fixing, the Leader of the oe 
position (Mr. ee eae that it is the 


Mr. GROOM. — That is quite a 
The idea, first of all, was that during the 


ganized. The Leader of the Opposition 


_to the life of a child, but the fact of ee 
matter is that the dike. of the child 
some cases depends on the life of the 
cow. ane 
Mr. Tupor Acerdie to you, a cow 
is moré valuable than a child. 


Mr. GROOM.—The honorable ‘qantas : 
man is wrong and unjust; it is because 
we place a high value on child life tha 
we encourage the dairying industry. ~The 
supply of milk to the towns is-one of the 
great problems in the salvation of infant 
life. The honorable member who has — 


sands of children are sacrificed owing to 


vision of the milk supply. 

Mr. Tupor.—Those people have 
thing to do with. that—another_ : 
deals with it. 


ir: GROOM. —The Genco mem- 
‘Because he happi 
to be opposed to certain people he 
opprobrious epithets, and talks of 
who supply our mili” as = Sangee se 


honorable - ene ‘has near mis 3 
ceived the whole functions of the Com- 
mittee, though I should have thought - 
after his CEDCIIEN CS: as Mines of 


loing at foe mere poltiant purposes, sith 
view to deluding the public; but, of 
course, I cannot say that of the honor- 
able member, who would not be guilty of 
such a thing. 
Serer. Tupor. —-The honorable member 
has done so, but I can take my own part. 
Mr. GROOM.—I am not blaming the 
honorable member, but. referring to his 
argument, which I am justified in criticis- 
ne ing, as having no more than a political 
significance. In view of the fact that this 
~ Committee has noes to do with eres 
fixing : 
Mr. Tupor oo oe - has. 
%, Mr. 
done by the Prices Commissioner. 
Mr. Tupor.—The Committee has the 
power to make recommendations. - 
oe Mr:-GROOM.—The members of the 
S Committee make no recommendations; 
but, like any other persons, they may ap- 
_ pear as witnesses before the Com- 
- missioner, who arrives at an indepe endent 
ee judgment. The amendment, if carried, 
would not achieve the object. in view, and 
ig founded on a’ misinterpretation of the 
functions of the Committee; and, there- 
re TI ask honorable members to reject 


bs) 


i "oe FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [4.20 |.— 
It may be quite correct that the amend- 
ment is ineffective, inasmuch as the But- 
. ter Pools have no control over the fixing 
. of prices; but I desire to refer to two 
matters which suggest that, after all, the 
_- attendment does vitally. touch the ques- 
: tion at issue. This Committee has full 

and unrestricted authority as to how much 
butter, cheese, and other dairy produce 


ein ae 


<n ereate an artificial scarcity at any time. 
— > Mr. Ricuarp Fosrsr. —But they have 
- ., not done so. 


Mr. FIN LAYSON. —It is the danger 


that they have been created, that have 
brought about very considerable profiteer- 
ee es ing, -and given rise to the increased 
prices so prevalent of late. [I in- 
"vite the Minister (Mr. Groom) to 
look at the matter from that point 
of view. I protest against the suggestion 
from. the other side that we on | this side 


GROOM.—The price fixing 1s 


do that does affect the price. 


 ghall- be retained in Australia, and how  vernment candidate. 


much shall be exported; and they may 


of these artificial scarcities, and the fact. 


Keay 
we 


“W141 


are trying to be ‘down othe “price 
below a fair and reasonable price to the 
producer. I have heard no suggestion of 
the kind, nor do I believe it would be 
made by any honorable member. _ While 
we on this side agree that the workers in 
any industry should receive the full pro-- 
duct of their labour, we do not limit 
that to manual employment or any par-. 
ticular industty. The man who is pro- 
ducing on the land is as much entitled— 
perhaps, in the first case, more entitled— 
to the full produce of his work as any 
other in the community. But to suggest 


for a moment that the carrying . OF nag 6 


amendment would affect the prite-of — 

butter is an argument that is demolished 
by the Minister himself, who has said 
that there is nothing the Committee can 
athe sug- 
gestion, therefore, “goes by the board”’; 
and it came with particular ill-grace from | 
the honorable member for Corangamite — 
(Mr. Gibson), in view of the fact that a — 
few days prior to his election the Govern- 
ment increased the price of: butter by 2d. 
per lb. Of course, that gave the butter — 


producers in- his constituency excellent 


cause to support the Government candi— 
date; and this was one of the clearest 
cases of political Ene T have seen in 
Australia. Brae 

Mr. Ricnarp Fosrsr. a1; is rae j 


able that the Government were running ~ 
another man against the successful can 
-didate. one 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—It was a case of es 
having “two strings to their bow2—of 
capturing the farmers’ vote for the Go- 
I submit that the — 
amendment is perfectly relevant because 


_ of the fact that this Committee have un- 


restricted authority to export or keep i in 
Australia what they choose. They are 
authorized under the regulations to pro- 
vide supplies for Australia, but those sup-_ 
plies may, according to their opinion, be 
great or small; they can say how much 
shall be-available-for Australia, and, on 
that quantity, the price will be resulated.. 
Mr. Tvupor. His it not significant that 
there is not one representative of the 
butter-producing industry in the nee 
ber at the present time? : 


14449" Goinmercial : 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—They must be 
holding a Caucus meeting upstairs. 

Mr. Pacr.—lI call attention to the state 
of the House. [Quorum formed.) | 


Mr, FINLAYSON.—I invite honor- 
able members to look at that portion of 
the Bill in which are specified the duties 

of the Committee. Those duties are so 
wide in regard to the control of supplies 
that the question of price must inevitably 
enter into their work. They may not 
have the actual fixing of the price, but the 
quantity available on the local market is 
what, to a large extent, determines the 
price; and they can export as much as 
they choose, maintaining in Australia 
such a supply as generally will suit their 
particular purposes. 


supply and demand will come into play, 
and the price will be determined by the 
quantity available. I do not believe that 
the law. of supply and demand will 
operate at all. 

. Mr. Livinestoy.—What will operate? 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—The convenience 
of the producers in the industry. The 
Committee have also power to procure 
_ supplies of dairy produce, and put them 
in cold storage; and this is a useful thing 
for the purpose of steadying the market. 
One of the most irritating experiences in 
the ordinary affairs of life is the jumping 
of the market, and the law of supply and 
demand, if allowed to operate, has the 
efiect of depressing or raising prices. But 
the introduction of cold storage has revo- 
tutionized the whole system. The con- 


Sequence is that the Committee, with the — 


power to purchase and “put in cold storage, 
have unrestricted opportunities to mani- 
pulate the business in their own interests. 
_ As the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
_ udor) has said, their interests are 
all selfish. Their own pockets are 


fluence them. Waving powers- of pur- 
_ chase, storage, and export, 
“ manage the business, not in the interests 
_ of the public, but to their own advantage. 
_ That they should fix an unpayable price 
14s not contended or expected. I would 
be the last to ask any producer to accept 
an unprofitable price for his goods. But 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Acitvities Bill. — 


If we are to believe . 
honorable members opposite, the law of 


_ the only considerations that will in-- 


they will 


the fact I am stressing is that the persons 
who will control the home supplies, cold 
storage, and export, have only one point 
of view, and that is not the public point — 
of view. The protection of the publie 
interests should be our first consideration. — 
Regulation 20° inthe first schedule pro- ~ 
vides that the Committee may fix the — 
rates of commission which agents may ~ 
charge in connexion with the sale of 
butter and cheese. The Committee is 
composed largely, and may at any time 
be composed exclusively, of men who are 
speculators in the butter and cheese busi- 
ness. L ? : 

Mr. Groom.—On the Committee are 
men representing the producers and co- 
operative companies. x 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—AIl the persons 
on the Pool are dependent upon  com- 
mission as well as profits, and they may 
fix their commission at any figure they — 
choose. In fact, the commission may be 
“Increased to such an extent as to seriously — 
increase the price of the commodity. . 

Although .the Committee will have no — 
authority under this Bill t proclaim the __ 
actual price of a commodity to the public, — 
yet by the operation of many varied — 
authorities they can so control supplies: — 
and fix the rates that the public will be 
left w.thout any protection. Is the Mim- 
ister (Mr. Groom) aware of the recogni-  —~ 
tion of this principle by other countries? __ 
In the Mother Country, by specific act of — 
the Government, not only have they placed — 
representatives of consumers upon the 
Food Commissions, but they have also 
placed women upon those bodies. No pro- | 
perly-constituted Committee, charged with _ 
the management of food supplies, can be = 
eficient unless it includes at least one — 
woman. Not only does the farmer’s wife _— 
often know more about his business than 
does the farmer himself, but it is certain 
that in order to arrive at the point of 
view of public interest in connexion with = 
these matters, it is essential to get the 
woman’s point of view. The averag 
housekeeper knows more about the price 
of domestic commod:ties than does a man, = 
and could give useful information to the — 


Committee from her knowledge of the 
~ actual facts of life. We might well follow — 
the example of the Mother Country by _ 
appointing to this Committee somebody 


oe 


~who- oud have pone to’ ae Wieck: 
of the public as distinct from the interests 
of the producer. The two interests are 
not necessarily in’ opposition, but we 
should have a means of conserving the 


stead of only one section of the people. 
“The amendment is worthy of serious con- 
sideration, and particular attention should 
be paid by the Government to the right 
4 of housekeepers to representation on the 
+ Committee. ; 


Mr, FENTON (Maribyrnong) [4.37]. 


—I, toe,make a plea for the consumer. 


producers on the Butter Pool, I should 
gladly welcome a representative of the 
consumers. After all, the reports of the 
producers should not tbe antagonistic to 
their best customers—the consumers. 
Under the Wheat Pool wheat required 
for gristing in Australia is sold at a price 


_ other parts of the world. Whilst we have 
: provided that butter shall not be sold in 
Australia at more than the prescribed 
price, the Butter Pool Committee will be 
- able to control quantities, 
: aed practically control prices. There is 
a great temptation to export butter in 
the fact that the price in Great Britain 
from 200s. to. 250s. per cwt., 
5; yicene butter is being sold in Arrersatia 
_ at 170s. per ewt. About twelve years ago, 
» if a dairyman obtained on the English 
market 120s. per cwt. for his butter he 
a regarded himself as a very favoured in- 
dividual. To- day he receives in some in- 


stances more than twice that amount. A 


# Committee that represents merely the 
< producers, even though its members be of 
-konest ‘intent, may be inclined to allow 

;. too much butter to be sent abroad, because 
of the higher price obtainable in other 
countries. In order that-the Committee 
may be kept in check and prevented from 

® sending too much butter out of Australia, 


_ the consumers ought to be given represen- 
tation. I have heard producers protest 
_ strongly against the various Pools because 


_ they fix the prices in the local market and 
limit the export. They claim that if the 
commodities had not been controlled by 
_. means of Pools, greater quantities would 

: ‘have: been exported, and the producers 


‘would have ropeived 6 i heeee return. But 


interests of the whole of the people in- 


Were I one of those who represent the 


lower than is obtained for wheat sold to 


and in that 


that policy would have left the local mar- 


ket short, and prices would have soared — 


Ube 3 


to such a height that it would have been — 


impossible for butter to be used in the 
I remember that when — 
the American Fleet was visiting Victoria, 
the price of butter rose to 2s. 6d. per Ib. 


average home. 


The consumers took a stand against the ~ 


inflation of prices. They went on strike 
for one week. The result was that the 


cold stores were being filled and the agents 
were in a dilemma. I am not blaming the ~ 
The fact 
is, that the agents thought they had a 


farmer or the butter factories. 


chance of -exacting-an exorbitant price 
from the community, and 
their commission proportionately. 


Mr. Ricuarp Fosrzer.—You know that ; 
that has not been done in connexion with De 


the Butter Pool. 


increasing 


Mr. FENTON-—I am giving an in- 


stance of what has been done in the past. — 


I believe that if the consumer were to re- 


frain from buying meat and other com-— 
-modities in regard to which he is being — 
exploited, he might be able to bring about 
the same happy result as was achieved in 


connexion with butter prices on the occa- 


sion to which I have referred. But the. 
Government, who profess to have regard 


for the iaeraers of both consumers and 
producers, should not allow such a situa- 
tion to arise. 


Why should there be any 


objection to allowing the consumers re- 


presentation on these Committees as has 


been done in Great Britain? 


I believe 
that every regulation included in this Bill» 


for the Ser oe of the Butter Pool Com-— 
mittee was drawn up by the Committee — 


itself. 
dule r age ie 


It shall be the duty of the Connie = Sep 
-(a) to provide, as far as possible, butter 


Regulation 13 of ae a sehe- o 


and cheese for fasabhie se in. the 


Commonwealth: “) 
(6) to make such ar rangements as ag deems 
necessary with regard to sales of 


butter and cheese to the Imperial | 


Government and other sales for ex- 


port. 


There are other provisions “enabling ae 
“to store butter and allow it to go into con- — 
The Acting 
Attorney-General (Mr. Groom) said, in — 
reply to the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 


sumption as they think fit. 


bide 35 


have any power in ae to ake BE 


Foie the foe ane a 
Provided that the Committee may exempt 
from the, provisions of these regulations— 


(a) such small Baaliers: Wogget as it. thinks | 
Ba sates: ahd. 


(db) sales of butter aan cheese direct to 


’ suppliers. ihe ge 


‘That. gives the Committee power to ae 
- certain exemptions. I have no complaint 
~ to makeias to that. Suppliers of milk 
to cheese factories and cream to butter 

factories should not be denied the right of 


- obtaining cheese or butter at. wholesale. 


prices from the co- -operative concerns in 
which they are shareholders. It has been 
said that there are no butter speculators 
on the Committee. 
the names of the Committee. It i is right 
- that the Government should have. a aks 
‘sentative on it. 
o-4 Mr, Tupor. ee Gas oye 
_ three representatives—Messrs, Meares, . 
_ Wilson, and_ Galbraith. The Common- 
wealth Dairy Expert has a voice, but. no 
vote, on the Committee. _ 
Mr. FENTON.—The Acting Ace 
‘General cannot convince the people that 
itis right to exclude representatives of the 
consumers, whose interests are so much 
- eoncerned. ‘Where would the producers 
_ be but for the consumers? . Butter ought 
_ to be sold to the people at a price within 
the reach of the poorest in the community. 
No honorable member would deny to the 
primary producers a fair deal. I belteve 
that they only desire a fair deal. I re- 
-inember how disgusted they wére on the 
occasion of the visit of the American 
_ Fleet, when the price was raised by tho 
~ putter agents.. The producers simply ask 
ae a fair average price throughout the 
- seasons of the year, which will enable. 
them to put their industry on a better foot- 
ing, while giving them a fair return. The 
bulling and bearing of the market price 
‘of foodstuffs is one of the most criminal © 
actions of the day, and the general public 
i’ be amazed to learn that the reason- 
ble request put forward to-day that the 


a Butter. Committee has been refused | 
by the Government. 5 | 


- ; a hs Botton Committee did not 


“mont. 


I would like to: know . 


oa ad here are ne ere 


opinion they would vote solidly to 


Butter Committee. 
a wee and prices are soaring. 


that ee 


onsumers should have representation on ® Coniises can see their way 


Mr. FENTON. —He must ce @ 
exceptionally conversant with the 


ark ie is ae sae io 
ey, eer and eles have 


the Govermendeberouid Bree zee 
vitally interested in ees Bie | 


tomers for the producers. I am sure that 
if the latter were allowed to express an 
the consumers to. be represented 
These” are 


ught to do something to allay th 
See and no better method 


Butter Committee. 
0 a 
public are concerned ? 


Committee, ee ee the ee mar 
d for butte 


MY e te ay tne ae 


Pee oe fon the p oduce 


eS nae oe 
2 Mr. RILEY. rhe price of butter is 
10d. per lb. more than it was four years 


ment on the Treasury bench. 
Mr. 


- 1914, when there was practically no but- 
ter produced in Australia ? 

Mr. RILEY.—I have heard that old 
tale before. Any excuse is put forward 
for raising the price of-butter. I know 
a co-operative society in the northern 

part of New South Wales: which is yety 
prosperous. - 
people lost half their cows last year. 
Mr. RILEY.—They did not lose their 
aS capital. They are paying enormous 
ee dividends. - The whole of the dairying 
pete - districts of northern New South Wales 
are very prosperous. JI have no objec- 
tion to the producers of butter making 
decent profits, but there is a medium in 
eer Sie things. _ The discontent in Australia 


Live. ate Raa ea 
see Goa ; 
i 


- If we have representatives of the -con- 


" Ssumers on the Butter Committee the out 


side public will have some guarantee that 
ee interests are being considered. Un- 
Tess Parliament gives some concession to 
~ qeonsumers honorable members are not en- 
titled to the confidence of the people. I 
. understand that there is only one repre- 
‘sentative of the Government on the But- 
fen Committee. 
: Mr, Tupor—The Commonwealth Go- 
vee Mevatnent” is represented by three men, 
cs but they are all managers of butter fac- 
_tories.. . 
Mr. RILEY. —The manager es a fac- 
_ tory is likely to do the best he can for his 
shareholders. If I were the manager of 
a butter factory I would see that my 
e ‘shareholders had preference over the con- 
-_ sumers, but ds a representative of the 
_ people I claim that they are entitled to 
protection. Later on, I shall be able to 
show, I hope, that the - consumers and 


_ the meantime, I protest against the Go- 
vernment’s refusal 40, ppeceds to the modest 


f 1 Jour, 1919.J 


ie ee ‘Posren. ty do ot do. : 


ago, when there was a Labour Govern- . 


: Ricuarp Fostrr.—Is the honor- 
able member referring to the drought of 


Rice arp Fi OSTER. Shbac same 


ate Any. is due to the high cost of living. 


manufacturers. should have representa- 
tion on the Cerftral Wool Committee. In. 


: at Rae fe 
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request ae fltaid by the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor). With repre- 
sentation of the consumers, the Butter 
Committee would give greater satisfac- 
tion to the general community. It would 
have a tendency to keep down the price 
of butter. Nothing’ is being done to keep 
down the price of that commodity. ‘to-- 
day. Every opportunity is taken to raise 
the price. ° It.is all done, no doubt, in the 
interests of the industry; but those in- 
terests should not be everything in this 
country. It is in vain to expect the Go- 
vernment to give the consumers any pfo- 
tection, because it was returned in the 


_ interests of the producers, the manufac- 


turers, the shippers, and the agents. It 
is doing its work very. well from their 
point of view, but it’ will do nothing to 
assist the consumers, who form the great 
bulk of the community. I shall have 
pleasure in voting for the amendment. 

Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [5.1].— 
I desire to place on record the names of 
the members of the Dairy Produce Pool 
Committee. They are— 


Chairman, Hon. W. Massy Greene; Saenaty 
chairman, Mr. H. Sinclair, M.P.; members, 


- Government nominees—C. E. D. Meares, New 


South ‘Wales 
I think Mr. Meares is secretary ‘of Ns 


Coastal Farmers’ Co-operative ‘Com- 
pany— 
A. W. Wilson, Victoria; W. Purcell, Gaesnwe 


land. Butter Beotion-— P= C. Basche and C.. na 
McRae, New South Wales 
I think Mr. McRae is one of the dir ectors 
of the Coastal Farmers’ Co- “operative 
Company— 

P. J. Holdenson and H. “W. Osborne, Vie- 
toria: 


Met Holdenson is a private basineese man, 
who effects considerable sales both locally - 
and in Great Britain. Mr. Osborne: is 
secretary of the Western District _ On 
operative Company— 

W. T. Harris and T. F. Plunkett, Queensland ;’ 


J. W. Sandford, South Australia; and O. G. 
Norton, Tasthania. 


r, Sandford is one of the large bite iene 
men of Adelaide, and is interested, not 
only in butter, but in all other produce. — 

Mr. Rrowarp Foster. And he knows 
a thing or two. 
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Mr. FENTON.—1I think he knows 
“how to protect his interests. I say no- 
thing against him personally. Mr. Nor- 
ton, of Tasmania, is, I think, one of the 


representatives of the butter "industry of. 


the north-west coast— 

Cheese section—J. Mackey, New South 

Wales; J. Rankin, Victoria; A. C. Galbraith, 
- Queensland. 
The Commonwealth Dairy encrt Mr. 
M. A. O’Callaghan, is also on the Pool, 
but he has no vote.. I cannot see the 
wisdom of that arrangement. There may 
be opportunities for even one man_to re- 
cord his protest. ) ae 

Mr. Jowrerr.—He is a man of the very 
highest intelligence. 

Mr. FENTON. — He omnaed the 
position of chief dairy expert of New 
South Wales for a number of years, and 
is well known to the dairying industry, 
especially on its practical side. The 
practical side of the industry is not 
_directly represented on the Pool. ‘Tt may 
be indirectly represented by the directors 
of some of the co-operative dairying com- 
panies, but the working butter factory 
‘managers have no representative. It 
may be said that the Pool deals only with 
the commercial side of the industry; but 
some of the working managers of coun- 
try factories are among the smartest com- 
mercial men connected with the butter 
industry. Most of these Committees are 
far too lop-sided, representing simply one 
aspect of the concern. No harm could 
possibly result if we put three represen- 
tatives of the consumers on this Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Maxwett.—How do you suggest 
that a representative of the consumers 
could affect the work done by the Com- 
mittee? 

Mr. FENTON.—The Pool denies 
the destination of the produce. 

Mr. Maxweri.—lIt Has nothing to do 
with the fixing of prices. 

Mr. FENTON .—WNo; but the price of 
: ae on the English market has re- 
cently been as high as 250s. per ewt., al- 


_ though-it has not gone higher than about — 


177s. locally. The English price is very 
- high, seeing that a few years ago 120s. 
@ ewt. on athe English market was re- 
_ garded as a golden price for butter. The 
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dairymen partitipate in Ase. hat 
‘price obtained in England, and there 
might be a tendency on the part of the 
Committee, which represents only the pro- 


ducers, to ‘export more butter and make 
the commodity scarce on the local market. 

A representative of the consumers on the 
Committee could act as a policeman to 
waich their interests if any such attempt 


was made. 


Mr. Maxwety th Committee entee! 


have to provide a supply for the local 
market before it exported any. _ 
Mr. FENTON.—The regulations vice 


the Committee under no compulsion to — 


do so. 
latitude. 
Mr. Groom.—tThe first obligation of the 


- They give the Pool considerable 


Pool is to provide for the local market. 
Mr. FENTON. —That is not compul- _ 


sory. 


ter. 


euses put forward by the Minister in 
order to avoid giving the publie preess 
representation on the Committee. 


Mr. Groom.—I am not aa eXCUses ; Ree 


I am giving facts. - 

Mr. FENTON. —I draw stecen to. 
the language of regulation 13. 

Mr. Maxwetit.—The Casi Depart- 
ment, which is absolutely disinteressed, 
represents the public. 

Mr. FENTON.—If the majority of 
the Pool decided to export, say, 15, 000 


_ tons out of a stock of 20,000 tons in. hand, 
-who would stop them ? . 


Mr. Ricuarp. Fostrer.—The ~ (Grane 


ment, by means of the Customs. Dera ioe 


eS 


Mr. FEN: TON. —The control of ie 
trade part of the butter industry has. been 
handed over to the Pool, as is shown by — 
the following provision im regulation 
13 of the schedule— ~ 


It shall be the duty of the Committee. ‘ 
(b) to make such arrangements as it deems 
necessary with regard to sales of 


butter and cheese to the Imperial © ie 
Government and. other sales for oa 
port. © No AS ; 


Mr. Jowzrr.—That does not give the is 


Pool control of export. Sh a ear 


Mr. Groom.—The Customs Department oes 
keeps a very close control over that mat- 


Mr. FENTON.—Those are only oF : 
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oun 
a ee: Peiitention of the honorable member for 
_Fawkner (Mr. Maxwell) and the honor- 


FENTON. Bs ‘ivinitiae iss 


able member for Grampians (Mr. 
Jowett), is it not desirable that the public 
should be represented on a Pool which 
deals with a commodity in which as con- 
sumers they are so much _ interested ? 
The Government representative may make 
suggestions which are the embodiment of 
__ wisdom, but if the matter comes to a test 
| he cannot vote, although he is one of the 
men to whom the public would naturally 
took for protection. He knows the 


: quality of butter and what its price should 


‘be; he is there as a representative of the 
4 Government, and supposedly as a repre- 


sentative ‘of the consumers, and it is ab- 


surd that he should have no vote. Honor- 
- able members on the Government side who 
profess to represent the producers, and, 
_ I hope, the consumers as well, should be 
the first to agree to our proposal. I give 
_ place to none as a friend of the producers. 
_ They are entitled to a fair deal and‘a fair 
return for their work. Many of us, in- 
; eluding the honorable member for Bat- 
man (Mr. Brennan) know the trials and 


troubles of those. who have to work on 


; farms. 

_ ™ Mr. Groom.—Does the honorable mem- 
Peete ber suggest that the Butter ‘Pool gives the 
Bethe producer too much? 

-_ * Mr. FENTON.—I am not saying so. 


: & The honorable member has answered his 


own question. There is seething discon- 
tent throughout the community, which is 


made more bitter simply because the con- ~ 


_ stmers are given no say on the Boards 
ee 7 -and Pools which deal with their food sup- 
) Plies. Our request is absolutely just, and 


oe - as not put forward from a party stand- - 


- point... Why cannot the Government ac- 
cede to it? 
ducer is well represented on the Pool. I 
- have given the names of its members, and 
__ I have said nothing against their quali- 
fications, but it is an absolutely lop-sided 
body. Even if our proposal is agreed to 
it will still be lop-sided, because out of 
pans eighteen men, sixteen of whom have votes, 
eS merare asking only for three representa- 
RS ait - tives of the consumers. 
are rari Loa ee nas ae will be dean 
oe sti 


game extent. 


I have shown that the pro- . 


Mr. FENTON .—Yes, but not to the : 
The representatives of the 
consumers may have an opportunity to 
show, by: quoting a division list, how they 
made a protest against the action of thé 
majority. : 

Mr. Groom.—Can you show me any 
particular act of the Committee that has 
been detrimental to the interests of the 
consumers ? 

Mr. FENTON.—Even e I sould not 
that would be no argument against put- 
ting ‘three representatives of the con- 
sumers on the Committee. 

Mr: Groom.—It would be an Bisa 
nating fact. 

Mr. FENTON.—It might be, but it is 
no argument against the representation 
of the consumers on the Pool. Not one 
of these bodies can be considered com- 
plete unless the consumers are represented. 
on it. This Butter Committee will con 
trol the destination of the butter produced — 
and the amount to be kept in cold storage 
for Australian consumers. They will de- 
eide how many tons shall be shipped 
abroad to the order of the British Govyern- 
ment or other persons, and how much 
butter shall be sent to China, Java, 
Japan, and other countries. I, there- 
fore, contend that there should be repre-— 
sentatives of the consumers upon the 
Committee. - ; 

Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [5.16|—My ~ 
contribution to this debate will be very 
brief. I have risen chiefly to show that 
the action taken by the Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Tudor) meets with the 
approbation of more than one member of 
the party on this side. ‘T’hese Boards and. 
Committees watch the interests of the 
primary producers of the country, and 
they’ have done it so well that the con- 
sumer has been bled to such an extent as 
to be shocked at the way in which the 
Government have dealt with him. Not 
long ago butter was selling at 1s. 102d. 
per Ib. in Sydney, and yet, within 
a month, —two steamers left that 
port each with a cargo of 700 tons of — 
butter. In view of the high price of- 
butter in the city, the people of Sydney 
could not understand how that could be, 
and no one could make them understand — 


i 
un 


es Ministers tell us ae Soe Bo ards 


have nothing to do with fixing prices, but — and is no = 
_ they are past masters in seeing that there» carrying on ts Basie of ea mniry as a 
- is an insufficient supply of the’ various the majority of the people outsi le ¢ —~ 


nb 


_ products under their control for local con- It is well known, and at meetings 3s and 
- sumption, and when there is a scarcity of elsewhere, vehement expression is giv iven to te 
any product in the market its price must -the belief, that the Government must ac-_ 
goup. All through the Government have cept the whole of the blame for a ppoint-_ 
shown too great a desire for the protec- ing in charge of the Butter Pool eighteen a. 
tion of vested interests whilst allowing ™e” whose natural sympathies are 
“the general community to suffer. When on behalf of the interests they ‘Tepre- bs 
people connected with particular indus- sent and agarnet the interes Of Sne. 3 
tries are placed on Boards controlling bag PURSUE - 
products of those industries, it is only The policy of P rotection that 1s: called 
natural to assume that they will look ster for to-day 1s very different from that 
their own interests. Since the 17th May, Which was advocated in the past. 
1917, the Government have zealously time was when the New Protection ‘was 
guarded the interests of those whom they, ®2eered at by honorable members, man 


f whom have disappeared, and some of 
represent. They have missed no oppor- = ( 
~ tunity to serve them. This could not be whom are behind the Government to- -day 


The New Protection policy was that the 
in the interests of the general community. producer should be ad equately protected 
I have always believed that the primary. by the assurance of fair prices; that the 
producers should not be expected to en- 


seller, the-intermediary between the _pro- 
dure the life which many of them have qucer and the purchaser, should have 4 
to live, and to cope with their misfor- 


chance of making fair profits, and 4 
tunes without reasonable emolument. It the great mass of the people should 


should not be forgotten, however, that he protected by a price list. The . adop 
people engaged in businesses in the cities tion of that policy would prevent the pro- i 
also have misfortunes to face. The Go- fiteering that is rampant to- day. - aoe 
 vernment, by their anxiety to consider honorable member on the other side (van 
the interests of those who assisted them deny that the- cost of pS Is ona 
at the last elections, have. supplied the, high. =. 2 “3 


Opposition with good campaign material = Tp dealing with te adenine a be 
which will be available when "We. it Should: bo remembered that the 
next go before the country. - They ~ “market of the: dairymen and small fart 
have been so persistent in the course they is to be found here in Australia. - 
have followed that*it is useless to expect fifths of the butter dasa ge 
them to adopt a different course now, as country is locally consumed. ) 
they probably will not consider it ex- that on one. occasion a man of 
ee at the eleventh hour to take up a speech and splendid eloquence, w 
_ different position. I indorse the action vocating the protection of the i terests of 
of my Leader on this occasion; it will the community, was asked where he pro- 
show that, however the Government: may ducers would find their markets: — é 
disregard the interests of the masses, hon- Teply, he placed his hand _ upo 
2 orable members on this side have not lost «Stomach, and said, “‘ Here is one 
- their sense of duty to the ‘people as a and I have seven little ones at mee 
whole. I venture to predict that when Wil find” seven other markets for @ pro 
the next elections take place the Govern- duce of the country.’ The G ernme 
ment will regret that they did not give nee nominated eighteen Roe 


é this Pool, and not one of them isa 
ue (a sera a, sentative of the consumers. 7 
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Dr. MALONEY eee [5. 23] -— gested that three representatives 0 
thi consumers should be ap i 
eh Pee ‘They | would, ae c 


pee ee ee 
Ge Ne ere 
Ba La RRC owe 8 


" ‘ Teh 
tS VSer ees 


Quo ee formed.) ee seems to me that 


‘surely the representatives of ‘the producers 

nd sellers could have no objection to that. 
_ have in my possession a book upon 
he Trusts of Australia. Some honorable 
members on the other side have sneeringly 
asked, ‘‘ Where are the _ profiteers?’’ 
‘They have only to go outside, and they 
- will get their answer from the humblest 
- girl who earns her living in a factory, 
- if they ask her what she pays for her 
- blouses or her stockings. 

— Mr. Warxtns.—What is the quality? 
Dr. MALONEY.—tThe quality is 
rotten at the present time. Let honor- 
able members opposite ask those heroines 
_ of human life, the mothers of families, 
who to-day have to make 30s. go as far as 
_ £1 went some time ago, where the pro- 
_ fiteer$ are, and they will very quickly 
tell them. Some one has blamed the 
_ great wool-growers. for the. extortionate 
_ prices charged for tweeds and woollens at 
the present time. But the great wool 
_kings, one of whom is present, will agree 
- with another of them, the honorable mem- 
ber for Hume (Mr. Falkiner), when he 
said that the man in the pastoral industry 
who could not succeed with a flat rate of 
154d. per Ib. for wool ought to get out of 
; industry. 
nt to Europe, people have to pay 
for the dirt that is in it. The wool kings 
‘affirm that they are not responsible for 

e high prices of woollen goods. They 
eceive a flat rate of 1s. 34d. per lb. for 
_ their wool, which is, I fine a very fair 
e price. But, obviously, such a rate does not 
explain the excessive cost of every article 
- of woollen material that is in daily use. 
- Manifestly a very considerable leakage 
~ must occur between the woolgrower and 
‘the consumer. Why do not the Govern- 
‘ment fix prices for woollen goods which 
will be fair to the consumer ? 

_ By way of illustration, let me point 
ae Lbs the position of. those unfortunate 
returned soldiers who were inveigled 
into weaving what is familiarly known 
as Anzac tweed. If any of those 
Men received a pension on account 
of his war services, the amount of 
that pension was deducted from _ his 
earnings at the tweed factory. Such a 
8 pement: seems almost _incredible, but 


on y one-seventh of the voting’ power, and 


We know that when wool. 
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| tea per ea A he was allowed to earn only 


an additional 27s. per week. Some time 


ago the State War Council deemed jit ad- 


visable to withdraw from this tweed fac- — 
tory the gentleman who was in charge of _ 
it. Thereupon the Repatriation Depart- — 
ment took over the factory, and 
ceeded in making a pretty muddle of the — 
whole business. All that these returned 
soldiers asked for the splendid hand- _ 
woven tweed which they produced was 
2s. per yard as it left the factory. But 
the Repatriation Department stepped in 
and said, ‘‘No. We will pay you that 
amount only after the cloth has been 
shrunk.” Now a yard of cloth off the — 
loom will shrink, perhaps, to the 
extent of a quarter or 2a yphirdy >: 
The Department, therefore, was snip- 
ping from these returned 
—assuming that the cloth 
shrinkage of 25 per cent.—no less than © 
6d. per yard. 
contemptible meanness of which the De- 
partment is capable. It also permitted — 
the Government Woollen Factory. to 
supply yarn which was viler than shoddy. | 
The CHAIRMAN (Hon. J. M. 


Chanter).—I must ask the honorable 
member to connect his remarks with the: ee 


amendment. “ 
Dr. MALONEY .—We are also assured © 
that the meat kings are in no way re- 
sponsible for the high prices of meat, and — 
that those prices are due to charges in- 
curred between the time when the meat 


leaves the hands of the producer and the — : 


period when it reaches the consumer. 


I have here a very illuminating” work. 


upon The Trust Movement in Australia, 
by Mr. H. L. Wilkinson, a scientific man, 
who is M.C.E. of the Melbourne Univer- ? 
sity, A.M., Institute of Civil Engineers, — 
London, and who gained the Harbison ~ 
and Higinbotham scholarship at the — 
Melbourne University. He puts the case 
in such an admirable way that I would 
strongly recommend every honorable mem- — 
ber to make a study of his book. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—I bought a copy of that ; 
book. I gave 7s. 6d. for it. 


honorable member never spent 7s. 6d. 
more wisely. 

Mr. JowxTt.—I recommend every hon- 
orable member to buy, not to fborrow, a 
copy of it. : 


BULGE 


soldiers __ 
sustained a © 


That is an instance of the _ 


Dn. MALONEY .c-T am sure that the 


fon page 99 of his book, says— ee 
The following paragraph appeared in the 


to any interference with private industry. The 
figures quoted clearly show the abnormal in- 
-erease in the price of bread in Melbourne 
- during the past six years. It will be seen that 
the price of flour has actually decreased 5 per 


 cent., whilst bread has increased 50 per cent.. 


Wages have certainly increased, perhaps, 20 
ee per cent., but that probably represents less 
than an. inerease of 10 per cent. in the cost of 
production of bread. What an advance of 4d. 
a per 4-lb. loaf of bread actually means to the 
master bakers is shown in the following 
figures :— | 
“Tt is estimated that an ordinary bakery 
- uses about 5 tons of flour each week, a good 

many using 10 tons, and some of the largest 

manufacturers as much as 20 tons. From a 

sack of 150 lbs. about forty-nine large loaves 

of bread are made, and from a 200-lb. sack 
Oa about sixty-five loaves. This is a moderate 
figure which can be taken as an _ average, 
though frequently sixty-six loaves are ob- 
tained. . 

oe TG de tt number of years since bea was re- 
tailed at 7d. per 4-lb. loaf in the northern 
inner suburbs, and at that time flour was from 
£12 to £13 per ton. A comparison of the Vic- 


torian Mill Owners Association’s quotation for | 


. flour, and the ruling price of bread, at the end 
or July. for seven years past is given below :— 


End of. Flour Bread 
July, (Per 200 Ib.) (Per 4-Ib. Loaf.) 
1907 igen D) 5id. to 6d. 
cae SLO08. £9.10 “@ 5d. to 6d. 
7 1909 £11 10 0 bad. to 62d, 
pee 110 £9 10 0 pei 5id. to 64d. 
“OTL Bet Se 0 is Bid. to 6d. 
AOL SD) 64d. to 7d. 
1913 £8 15 0 4a,” 


Mr. Jowerr.—Who made the money? 
Dr. MALONEY.—I can assure the 


_ honorable member that just as I wish to. 


see the wheat-farmers of Australia obtain 
4s. per bushel at the station for their 
wheat, so I desire to give the dairy 
: farmers of th's country an adequate re- 
_ turn for their labours. 


has been suggested to them that out of a 
list. of twenty-one names sttbmitted for 


ree representatives of the consumers. 
Yet they decline to accede to that sug- 
gestion. They themselves do not com- 
nd a seven to one majority in this 


some little generosity in this matter. 
moat he Government agreed to enlarge 


Melbourne Argus, a journal generally opposed ~ 


‘these repute they will be ae 


> At seems to .me ‘that on this 
(Occasion the Government are adopt- 
ing a _  dog-in-the-manger policy. [t 


ir consideration they should select only — 


1S, and surely they mght exhibit | 


Se ety the | 
eighteen to twenty-one, a 
would then have ie one in 
In Victoria more than half the ft 
population is grouped in Melb 

and suburbs. It cannot be said 
they produce the dairy products 


this country, but they are ee Co 
sumers, and therefore should — 
consideration. If we include the. pop 


disfranchised from representation on 
Dairy Produce Pool Committee. se 
AG understand this saad of ee 


uiael that in fide pn arra 
ments they would be willing to grant fa: 
representation to all interests. d ii 
this matter we are not asking fo 
representation at all. We are only 
ing for some representation. : 
Mr. Pacr.—tI draw attention to th 
state of the Committee. [Quor 
formed.] 
Dr. MALONEY. —, What i have 


eS, : Four-fifths | of the 4 
product of Victoria is consumed in a 
bourne and suburbs and the larger J 


present 
three-fourths of the pepe ce 1e 


(Mr. Tan) aad ba ite to 
the names of nominees if the Gc 
ment would be so eee a 


of the population, lee one-seven of the 
representation. Cao 
Mr. ae —But in: this ¢ 


~ 


due ue anes of the mceuien ae 

Dr. MALONEY.—I am appeal 
the representation of the consum 
one honorable member on the oth 
has yet attempted to defend the G 
ment Bae cmp which ute distr 


Tb. 55] ee ae 
ire now ee deal with the rae made by 
utter factories in Victoria, as indicated 
__ by evidence given by Mr. Williams before 
the Prices Commissioner not long ago. 
It was then stated that the prices for- 
merly fixed by the wholesale merchants 
_ covered the-eost of delivery to retail shop- 
keepers, but that the practice had been 
ee ated, so that the retailers have to 
make good the difference, and Mr. Wil- 
hams was complaining about this matter 
before the Prices Commissioner. He 
pointed out that the butter factories were 
ae ities enormous profits ranging from 19. 
_ per cent. in the case of the Gippsland 
-and Northern Company to 32 per cent. in 
the case of the Western District Com- 
_ pany, and 91 per cent. in the case of the 
Victorian Butter Factories Limited. 
These figures, I remind honorable mem- 
a tee. ‘were presented by a man who is cer- 
tainly not a supporter of the Labour 
party. 
_ Mr. Fremine.—aAre they co-operative 
concerns ! 
_ Mr. TUDOR.—I believe they are, but 
co-operative concerns have no more right 
than an individual trader to rob the con- 
sumer. No person or concern has a 
right to make such enormous profits at 
s expense of the people. _ 
Mr. Fremine.—But in order to get at 
the real profits allowance should be made 
for the capital cost of cattle, land, and 
- equipment. 
Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable member 
1a Eee satisfied that the prodhenss are 


arhst week there was a prosecution 
delaide in connexion with the mixing 


The Argus 


of butter and: margarine. 


alk, endo. —In ie Adelaide Police 
Court to-day the Murphy and McCartney 
roprietary Ltd., of Adelaide, were proceeded » 
against on the charge of having on or about 
> Novem >er 6 sold an article in imitation of but- 
ter, which, at the time of the sale was con- 
tained in a package whereon was not placed 
the legitimate brand or mark indicating the 
nature of such compound. 

Francis J. Van Cant said in evidence that 


s 


as manager of their margarine department. He 
made a class of margarine known as butter 


sige When ne first made one of sew 


and remarked, 


be had been in the employ of the defendants - 


show when mixed with butter ?” 
pled : 
chemical .detection.’’ 


4 


son and witness mixed 12 boxes—six of butter © 


and six of margarine. oi eae © 
Murphy said to him: 
ture have been held by the Customs, 
better take the blame for them if anything 
come out of it. 
trip to Belgium if you do so.” 
you don't. 
but I did not sell it.” 


One day Mr. 


Witness : 


I will give you £500 and a 
ANON 
I have only made the margarine, 


Under cross-examination by eoineer for the 


defence, the witness said he was now engaged 


in the margarine business under the name of 
Belgian Marg sarine Company. 3 
Counsel. Did you. get anything extra for 


doing work which you believed to be dishonest? — ‘ 


Witness.—I was paid £5 per week overtime. 


Counsel said Van Cant’s evidence had taken 
and he was granted an ad- s 


him by surprise, 
journment to consider the position. 


Another case of fraud which came a 
fore the Victorian Chief Justice was re- 


ported in the Age of Saturday last. The 


Chief Justice (Sir William Irvine) de-— 

ary The, 
The producers, of — 
course, were ‘not the guilty parties, but 
the consumers have been the sufferers. 


nounced the whole transaction 
unmeasured terms. 


We have representatives of a dozen dif- 
ferent butter districts in this Parliament. 

At one time I knew these gentlemen inti- 
mately, for while I was Minister for 
Customs they wore the carpet to my office 
door almost bare, coming so often with 
their requests. We had the Vice-Chair- 


man of the Butter Pool here to-day, but — 
No honorable mem-_ 


ber opposite has yet advanced an argu- — 
All we. 


he will not speak. 


ment against my amendment. 
have is the word of the Mimster (Mr. 


Groom) that the Government will not S 
as the honorable — 
Maloney) 


agree to it, although, 
member for Melbourne (Dr. 
has pointed out, the consumers of Aus- 


tralia take four- fiths of the total butter — 
Surely they are entitled to 


production. 
representation on the Committee. 


Evi- 


‘“ How would that. margarine 
Witness re- 
“Tt would stand 15 per cent. without 
Later witness was called — 
into the presence of Messrs. Murphy (2), Ander- _ 
son, and McCartney. That evening Mr. Ander- — 


* Two lots:of the mix 
You had | 


dently honorable members opposite think — 


thev are not, so that apparently ends the 
matter. No doubt they will vote with 
the Government. They must not forget, 
however, 
will surely come. 
in a mavtority to-day, and, 


that the day after to-morrow 
Although they may be — 
as was the — 
experience this afternoon, may gag hon- 
orable members on this side on grievance ak 
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day, and will not say one word themselves 
on behalf of the consumers in connexion 
with this Dairy Produce Pool, the num- 
bers will not always be with them. 
Had a Butter Pool been formed when I 
was presiding at the Customs, and had I 
appointed eighteen representatives of the 
consumers, to the total exclusion of the 
producers and selling agents, there would 
have been'an outery from honorable mer- 
bers opposite. Yet they refuse to grant 
consumers any representation at all. We 
know, of course, why honorable members 
are dumb. If those behind the Govern- 
ment say anything at all, they do not go 
further than this: “ The time is not ripe, 


but it might be well to consider giving: 


employees a greater share in the manage- 
ment of the business.” As for that latter 
project, the honorable member for South 
Sydney (Mr. Riley) introduced a proposal 
last night, based upon a system of profit- 
sharing, and every honorable member ex- 
cept one on the Ministerial side voted 
against the proposal. We-hold that there 


should be sufficient butter retained in Aus- _ 


tralia to keep the price normal; but no 
honorable member oppposite will say any- 
thing. The Minister, no. doubt, sends 
round word by his Whip—“Shut up! 
Leave this to the Minister. My back is 
broad enough to carry it all. I will bring 
my legal skill to bear, and will‘tell them 
that the consumer is not entitled to repre- 
sentation.” We are merely asking that 
three among the 21 representatives ap- 
pointed shall directly represent the con- 
sumers. Had we asked for equal num- 
bers, my request would not have been un- 
reasonable. 
Question—That the 
agreed to—put. 


amendment be 
The Committee divided. 


Ayes". .. ae Seu 
Noes o, os Oe 
Majority 2 SAID 
AYES. 
Brennan, Frank tiley, E. 
Charlton, M. Tudor, F. G. 


Considine, M. P. 


Wallace, C. 


Fenton, J. E. Watkins, D, 
Finlayson, W. F. West, J. Hi. 
Higgs, W. G. Yates, G. E, 
Mahony, W. G. Tellers: 
Maloney, Dr. Anstey, F. 
MeDonald, C. Page, J. 


Mr, Tudor, 


Nors. 
Abbott, Lt.-Col. Livingston, J. 
Archibald, W. O. f Lynch, J. 


Atkinson, L. 


Mackay. G. H. 
Bamford, F. W. 


Maxwell, G. A. 


Bayley, J. G. Pigott, H. Roe 
Best, Sir Robert Foynton, A. 
Boyd, J. A. Rodgers, A. S. 


Burchell, R. J. 
Corser, E. B. C. 


Sampson, S. 
Smith, Laird 


Fleming, W. M. Spence, W. G. 
- Foster, Richard Webster, W. 
Groom, L .E. Tellers: 
Jowett, E. Story, W. H. 
Lister, J. H. Thomson, John 
PAIRS. 
Blakeley, A. Watt, W. A. 
Catts, J. H. ‘| Leckie, J. W. 
Corbey, E. W. Sinclair, H. 
Mathews, J. Wise, G. H. 
MeGrath, D. C. Greene, W. M. 


Nicholls, S. R. Lamond, Hector 


Question so resolved in the negative. 

Amendment negatived. 

Mr. WALLACE (West Sydney) [6.10]. 
—I move— 


That! after the word “ Government,” line 12, 
the following words be inserted:—‘‘ two repre- 


sentatives of the employees for each of the 


States of New South Wales, Victoria, and 
Queensland, and one representative of the em- 
ployees for each of the States of Tasmania 
and South Australia. Such representatives of 
employees to be nominated by the organization 
covering such industry.” 


In the regulation of industry, it will be 


generally admitted that the employee has 
a right to some consideration. 


terests are well looked after; but rarely 13 
the employee taken into consideration, ex- 
cept from the view-point of his capacity 
as a wage-earner and a casual worker. We 
desire to give the worker some interest in 
an industry, and an opportunity is now 
provided. If my amendment is agreed to, 
it will practically bring about co-operation 
between employer and employee. With a 
representative of the Government to sit 
upon a Board with parties from both 
sides, there should be equitable super- 
vision, and it would make for better feel- 
ing throughout Australia. The creation 
of such a Board in an industry would solve 


much of the discontent now prevailing. — 


There would be no need for arbitration. 
The employees would nominate their re- 
presentative, and any grievance they might 
have could be settled off-hand in conference 


The em-_ 
ployer on every occasion sees that his in- 


bith Aus represeniaiive ‘of the ee alicor 
and of the Government. As the Boards 
are only to be in existence for a limited 
period, an opportunity would be provided 
to thoroughly test the proposition; and, if 
it proved an unworkable experiment, it 
need not be further developed. 
Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [6.15|].—The honor- 
able member must realize the hopelessness 
of his proposal. The honorable member 
is contending that there should be some 
recognition of the interests of the em- 
-ployees in an industry, as well as those 
of the- employers. . 
— Mr. Wariace.—That is so. 
Mr. GROOM.—That proposition might 
_ fairly be discussed, but it has no associa- 
tion with this schedule. The Committee 
has nothing whatever to do with the 
fixing of the hours and conditions of 
labour. 
Mr. Wattace.—We say that it ought 
ae to have. 
Mr. GROOM.—It could not have. 
fy Committee was created merely 
to organize the butter industry, and 
after making adequate provision for 
the butter requirements of the Com- 
-monwealth to dispose of the surplus. 
The prices of the surplus are fixed under 
a contract made with the Imperial Go- 
_ vernment, while the local prices are fixed 
of by the Prices Commissioner. "The Com- 
‘mittee has nothing to do with the man- 
agement of the industry, or the employ- 
_ ment of the men engaged in it, so that on 
no ground can the amendment be sup- 
aorta. 
sis POnestion-That the amendment: be 
The Committee divided. 


eat to—put. 


me Aves: os es ee 
Noes: 4 - ene ats 
Majority 2° < 3%. oe eO 
yo oe ALES eae 
Anstey, F.- McDonald, C. 
Brennan, Frank Riley, E. 
Charlton, M. Tudor, F. G. 
Considine, M. P. Wallace, C. 
_ Fenton, J. E. Watkins, D. 
_ Finlayson, W. FP West, J. E. 
G a: Tellers: 
Page, J. 


7 Yates, G. E. 


_ mittee. 


Adivities Bi,__11188 


: NOEs. 
Abbott, Lt.-Col. | Livingston, uh 
Archibald, W. O. Lynch, J. 


Mackay, G. H. 
Pigott, H. R. M.” 


Atkinson, L. 
Bamford, F. W. 


Bayley, J. G. Poy nton, A. 

Best, Sir Robert Rodgers, A. 8. > 

Boyd. J. A. Sampson, ee 

pores Amt Smith, Laird 

Corser, B. C. Spence, W. G. 

one: W. M. Webster, W. 

Foster, Richard Wise, G. H.- 

Groom, L. i. Tellers: Bae ere 

Jowett, BK. Story, Wide ee oe 

Lister, J. H. Thomson, John, : 
PAIRS. 

Blakeley, A. . Watt, W. A. 

Catts, J. H. Lamond, Hector 

Corboy, E. W. Greene, W. M. 

Mathews, J. Glynn, P. MeM. 

McGrath, D. C. Sinclair, H. 

Nicholls, 8. R. Palmer, A. C. 


Question so resolved in the negative, 

Amendment negatived. 

Second Schedule (The War Precau- 
tions (Wool) Regulations)— 


3. (1) The Central Committee shall consist — 
of a chairman and eight members, 


(1) Each State ‘Committee, ‘sball consist of 
antl members, as follows :—_ .) 


Mr. HIGGS (Capricomnia) 6. 24]— 
I move— 


That the word “ eight,”’ ‘ding 2, be lef: out 
with a view to insert in lieu thereof the wort 


- eleven ?? : 
mal inte this amendment in order to pro- : 
vide for the appointment of three repre- — 


sentatives of the employees in the wool 
industry on the Central Wool Com- 
My idea is that the spirit of the 
times shall find expression in this schedule 
by the making of the amendment, which 
would allow the workers engaged in this 
great industry some representation on the 
Committee. 

Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [6. 25|.— 
The wording of the schedule is, to say the 
least, peculiar. In it we find provision 
made for the appointment of “two wool- 
growers” and “ three wool-sellers” to the 
Central Wool Committee. I would point 
out that a wool-grower is a wool-seller. 
Provision is also made for the apnvoint- 
ment of “ one wool-buyer ” to the Commit- 
tee. I understood that the whole clip had 
been sold to the British Government. i 


BERRY 


wa —_— 
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Surely the Minister could draft the 
schedule in a more reasonable form. The 
Government. are indulging in mere bluff 
when they assert that the different in- 
' terests involved have representation on 
this Committee. 

Mr. Yarrs.—The proposal embodied in 
this amendment is to give effect to one 
of the recommendations of the Whitley 
Commission. 

Mr. RILEY.—Yes; in other words, 
that the workers, as well as the em- 
ployers, in the industry shall be revre- 
sented on the Board. This schedule also 
affords us an opportunity to do some- 
thing for the secondary industries of Aus- 
tralia. Who represents the mannufac- 
turers on the Wool Board? 

Mr. Jowrrr.—Mr. B. Laycock. 

Mr. RILEY.—His interests are in the 
Old Country. 

Mr. Jowrrr.—He has a large manu- 
factory in South Melbourne. 

Mr. RILEY.—I understand that he 
has a large manufactory in the Old Coun- 
try. I should like the constitution of the 
Central Wool Committee to be. so altered 
as to give encouragement to secondary 
industries interested in wool. We eer- 
tainly shall not encourage them by hav- 
ing practically no representation of their 
interests on the Committee. Then, again, 
there is no fellmonger on the Committee. 

Mr. Jownrr.—There is. 

Mr. RILEY.—One of the members of 
the Committee was a fellmonger, but he 
retired from that mdustry, and is now a 
wool-grower. “Do the Government pro- 
pose to appoint a fellmonger? The Min- 
ister (Mr. Groom) makes no answer. 

Mr. Ropcrrs.—The honorable member 
might speak of the moderation of the 
growers, who have’ only two. representa- 
tives on the Committee. 

Mr. RILEY.—At the present time they 
~are growing very “fat” on the sale of their 
wool. I would ask the Minister to pro- 
vide for the appointment of a fellmonger. 
Mr. F. W. Hughes; who is a fellmonger, 
was a member of the Board, but has. re- 
tired from it, and at the present time’the 
secondary industries are not represented. 


Sitting suspended from 6.80 to 7.45 p.m. 


Mr. YATES (Adelaide) [’. 45] cg 
hope that the Government, will recede 
from the attitude -of - ultra-conserva- 
tism they have adopted right through 
in regard to this Bill, and will be reason- 
able enough to allow representation on 


. the Wool Comes to others than those 


they directly represent. This Bill ig in- 
tended to safeguartl the interests of the 
producer and manufacturer; and I do not 
object to that, becausa it is a very wise 
provision to make during the stress of 
war. ‘That, however, does not excuse the 
Government from refusing to give to 
another section of the community that re- 
presentation to which they are entitled. 
The amendment will, to a certain degree, 
incorporate the principles laid down in 
the Whitley report, of which a number 
of honorable members approve as pro- 
pounding a scheme whereby industrial un- 
rest may be somewhat, modified. 


Sir Ropert Brest.—This does not in 
the remotest degree touch the principles 
of the Whitley report. 


Mr. YATES.—Asg I conceive the posi- 
tion, these Pools are a kind of round- 
table conference: to devise the best 
methods of disposing of products in the 
interests of producers. But production in 
the Commonwealth is no one-man effort. 
Most of the pastoralists and graziers live 
in the city, while their stations are looked 
after by managers, rouseabouts, and other 
station hands; and this Gevernment mter- 
ference is on behalf of thoge who conduct 
these activities. If the Government 
accept the amendment, and allow repre-_ 
sentatives to be nominated by the em- 
ployees, they will be giving a practical 
demonstration of their belief in the Whit- 
ley report. Rather than discuss the ques- 
tion which occupied us last might, we 
should take the present opportunity to 
seo that the wool-top operative is repre- 
sented on the Wool Pool as one of the 
producers, so that his rights may be 
ascertained and recognised in regard to 
any profits that may accrue. If the Go- 
vernment force the amendment to a divi- 
sion, they will show that they are~not 
prepared to give this section of the com- 
munity a right to which they are en- 
titled, and the blame will rest. with them. 


2 Question—That the “word 
stand as printed—put. 
divided. 


‘Ayes... Ae Se 26 
ie Noes Ah Se. fai 15 
‘Majority 11 
: se A; ; AYES. 
es Archibald, W. 0. Livingston, J’. 
Mets Bamford, F. W. Lynch, J. _ 
Li, Bayley, ae Ce Mackay, G. H. 
fees Best, Sir Robert | Maxwell, G. A. 
raed Boyd, AL Poynton, A. 
7 >. Barchell, R. J. Sampson, S. 
ae Corser, E. B. C. Sinclair, H. 
aie Fleming, W. M. Smith, Laird 
mae r Foster, Richard — Spence, W. G. 
a Gregory, H. Wise, Ce eB 
ees Groom, L. E. 
ae Jowett, E. Tellers: 
2 Leckie, J. W Story, W. H. 
eg areter,..J.. H.- Thomson, John. 
ee | NOES, 
~ ae Brennan, Frank Tudor, F. G. 
»—. Chariton, M. Wallace, C. 

ie Considine, M. P. Watkins, D. 

2 ‘Finlayson, W. F. West, J. E. 
Higgs, W. G. | Yates, G. E. 
Mahony, W. G. fellers : 

_ Maloney, Dr. Mathews, J. 
aor E. Page, J. 

or PAIRS. 

~~. Watt, W...A. Anstey, F. 


_ Greene, W. M.” 
__ Abbott, Lt.-Col. 
Webster, W. 
Rodgers, A. S. 
Lamond, Hector 
_ Atkinson, L. Nicholls, 8. R. 
ie oe os, Austin Fenton, J. E: 


ae _. Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Amendment negatived. 


_ + Mr, HIGGS (Capricornia) [7.55] —I 


Blakeley, A. 

| Catts, J. HH. 
Corboy, E. W. 
McDonald, C. 
McGrath, D. C. 


That the following words be added to 
regulation 10:—‘‘ The Central Wool Commit- 
tee shall make arrangements to enable bond 
ey : fide country wool buyers to perchase wool to 
a an amount equal to the average of wool pur- 
chased by them during the three years prior 
a _ to the war.’ 
"There are a great oe of very estim- 
able people whé have been deprived of 
their living by the CpeReenns of the Wool 
‘Committee. 
ight. Pacr.—We wish to abo away with 
iddleman, and you are Perrewssnne 
- pe evil. 


2s pee. 
The Committee 


se Activities Bill. 


racine ies is ee ‘Kile that of ay. 
orable members opposite. 
able member on this side feels impelled to 
take an independent stand there is noth- 


ing in our rules to prevent him, so that — 


honorable members 
hesitate to join our 


opposite who may 
party through 


fear of anything of the kind may dismiss 
The argu- — 


that fear from their minds. 
ment I have used seems to me to be un- 
answerable. Many people have spent any- 
thing from £300 to -£1,000 — 
with which they have been able to. make 
a living hitherto, but of this they are 
now deprived by the Committee’s regu- 
lation prohibiting them from buying more 
than £10 worth of wool at a time. 
there are several other points on which 


we should like an expression of opinyor © 


I simply submit the amendment. 

Mr. 
one of the first members to voice the 
grievances of country wool-buyers in con- 
nexion with the administration of the 
Central Wool Committee, I think the 
amendment has much to recommend it. 
We quite recognise that that Committee 
is doing good work, and that it has intro- 


duced a scientific system of classification — 


sadly lacking in the marketing of our clips 


LYNCH (Werriwa) [(7.58].—As. 


igs 
“ais : 


If an honor-— 


E 


on plant. i 


As 


before the purchases by the British Go-- 


vernment. But there are “spots on the 
sun,” and there are very serious spots on 


the administration of the 


Committec. 


Their policy in regard to country wool 


merchants shows that they subseribe only 
to the principle of centralization. We 
vainly strove to save country wool busi- 
nesses that had been built up, some of 
them by strenuous effort for over fifty 
years, but we found that the laws of the 
Committee, like those of the Medes anc 
Persians, were unalterable. We 
many deputations, but our efforts wer 
unavailing. We have endeavoured tc 
get from the Committee a proof of the 
necessity for closing up country woo 
businesses, or restricting legitimate buy- 


ing by people who were a great aid to the 


struggling small settler during long 
years. We showed in vain that. by the 
wool of the small growers being brought 
together in a central warehouse by coun- 
try merchants, and there being classified 


and marketed in the bulk, the working oi — 


hac | 
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the scheme would be benefited. But it 


seemed that only the interests of the great 


wool-brokers of the cities were thought 
worthy of conserving. The poor 
grower is’compelled to market his wool 
in small quantities. A charge is then 
made against the wool for its classifica- 
tion before it is put on the floor for ap- 
praisement, and it is subject to commis- 
sion at the higher rates. That would 
have been avoided if the wool had been 
sold to country buyers, because they would 
have put it into larger quantities, and 
commission would have been paid at the 
lower rates. The real advantage of the 
old system was that the small grower was 
able to sell his wool direct to the country 
merchants and get ready money when he 
needed it. Under the present arrange- 
ment he must send in only small quan- 
tities of wool, as the country buyers can- 
not acquire lots of a greater value than 
£10. There is no legitimate reason why 
that anomaly should continue, or why the 
small shops should be closed up, or why 
the small buyer who went about ‘the 
country with a horse and wagonette, and 
served in a useful capacity the struggling 
“ cockie”’ should be knocked on the head, 
in order to-.further the policy of con- 
stantly greasing the fat pig. I trust that 
the amendment, which will express some 
measure of justice to small buyers and 
growers, will be carried. 

Mr, PAGE (Maranoa) [8.2]—The 
honorable member for Werriwa has made 
out a very good case for the middleman. 
During the last five weeks I have heard 
the middleman flogged by honorable mem- 
bers on both sides of the House. He de- 
served all he got. 


Mr. Maruews.—He still survives. 


Mr. PAGE.—I thought we were trying » 


to kill him, but the amendment will give 
him a new lease of life. The man with a 
small quantity of wool to sell never re- 
eeived anything like the price that he has 
been getting since the Wool Pool has been 
m existence. 


Mr. Watrace.—At the expense of the 


consumer, the general public. 

Mr. PAGE.—The Imperial Govern- 
ment is the consumer. The “ cockie” 
would sell his wool to the small travelling 


buyers for, any price that was offered 


simply because he needed the ready money. 


made out of ‘‘ cockeying ’’! 


If he sent his wool to Sydney, it was sold 
in “star” lots by the brokers, and 
realized very little. But under the Wool 
Pool the “cockie” gets the same price 
for his wool as the big squatter gets for 
his. Directly the wool is appraised the 
“eockie” is entitled to 1s. 383d. per Ib. 
Never before did he get such a price. 
Mr. Ritey.—Nor did the squatter. 
Mr. PAGE.—TI should be recreant to 
my pledges as a Labour representative if 
I voted to allow the middleman to step in 
and rob the small “ cockie.” I shall not 
vote for the amendment. It is all very 
well for members who represent metropoli- 
tan constituencies to laugh and _ chaff 
about the poor fellows who are strug- 


gling on the land, and who go to bed 


hungry and wake up hungry. They may 
talk about a profit of 500 per cent. being 
How is it 
that none of the city men rush this highly 
paying business ? 
gage in ‘‘cockeying’’ as a side line? 
Such an amendment coming from this 
side of the chamber is very ill-advised, for 
by it we are championing the middleman. 
It will be my desire, as long as I am a 
member of this Parliament, to abolish 


the middleman*in the wool and every — 
other industry, and I hope the Committee 


will not accept the amendment. 

Mr. LAIRD SMITH (Denison) [8.8]. 
—When listening to the mover of the 
amendment (Mr. Higgs), I thought that 
the poor unfortunate settlers were unable 
to get their wool to market, and I was in- 
clined to be sympathetic with the amend- 
ment. But the Committee must feel in- 
debted to the 
Maranoa (Mr. Page), who is a practical 
man, and speaks his mind regardless of 
the side of the House on which he sits. 

Mr. Tupvor.—He is different from the 
honorable member. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—When 


for Yarra, what did he do? He “ cray- 
fished” out of the party, and waited to 
see how the situation would develop. I 
did not do that. 


Mr. Tupor.—That is absolutely un- 


true. The honorable member is a liar! 
Several honorable members «wnterject- 
ing, Maat 


Why do they not en-~ 


honorable member for 


the 
-great test came to the honorable member 


- (Hon. 7. Me. 
- Chanter).—The Committee is becoming 
- disorderly, and the statement made by the 

Leader of the Opposition is highly im- 


“he ‘CHAIRMAN 


proper. J ask honorable members to 
allow each speaker to state his case e with- 
out interruption. ~ 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—The honorable 

member for Maranoa has pointed out that 

under the old system of wool-buying a 

third person stepped in between the pro- 

ducer and the consumer. He travelled 

from place to place buying wool in lots 

up to £10 in value, and the small farmer, 
“ee not knowing the free value of his wool, 
ran ‘sold for whatever price was offered. Who 
are the champions of the middleman to- 

| night? They are the members of the 
ee Opposition, who are always complaining 
-- most bitterly about the middleman. Hon- 
-_ orable members opposite may smile, but 
_ they are in the mire to-night, because a 
practical member on their own side has 
pointed out that it is not wise to do for 
_ ‘party purposes something that cannot be 
- justified. Will any honorable member 
go before his constituents and defend his 
action in supporting an amendment 
- which aims at placing an intermediary 
_ between the producer and the consumer? 
_ We know that one of the greatest causes 
of the increased cost of living is that com- 
- modities pass through too many hands, 
and every man who handles an artiele 
must get his profit. The honorable 
member for Capricornia is seeking to 
-_ ereate a middleman in the wool business 
by the amendment which he has moved 
for party purposes. I cannot understand 
- sguch an action on the part of a_ keen, 
_ shrewd man who, when Treasurer, was 
so conservative and so careful of expendi- 
ture that honorable members could get 
nothing out of him. One would think 
that that Labour Treasurer andthe hon- 
- orable member for Capricornia were two 
distinct persons. The honorable mem- 
ber felt his responsibility when he was 
_ Treasurer, and if he were in the Ministry 
to-night the would support the Bill in its 
present form, because he would not care 


f our primary products. In _to- days 


: 1919.) . 


to add to the expense of distributing one 
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eee goods change hands on the voyage to 

Australia, and inerease in price with each 
change. The honorable member for 
Capricornia spoke of the great freedom 
enjoyed by members of the Opposition. 
I have not forgotten that when [ was a 
member of the Labour party I was told — 


“that the rule was to vote with the ma- 


jority, and a member was warned that if — 
he did not do that a telegram would be 
sent to the Labour League in his consti- 
tuency which would straighten him up. 
Where is the freedom in that system? 


‘The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The’ hon- 
orable member is not addressing himself 
to the amendment. us 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH. Hosa 
members opposite are deceiving the 
people and playing to the gallery when 
they talk of the great freedom which they 
enjoy. The short speech of the honor- 
able member for Maranoa has enlight- 
ened me and enabled me to give a clear 
vote on this amendment. It will enable 
me to justify that vote to my consti- 
tuents. I shall be able to tell them from 
the public platform who are the friends 
of the consumers and who, on the other 
hand, are the friends of the middleman. 
Those who place difficulties in the way 
of.a product reaching the consumer must 
be held neon ale for the high cost of — 


living. 


Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [8. 14],— a 
As one who has carried on more or less ~ 
successfully the shearing business in an- 
other department, I cannot allow the 
amendment to be disposed of without 
offering a _ little fatherly criticism. 
When I Lstened to the patriarchal land- 
owner from Maranoa, I was profoundly 
impressed by the arguments he advanced. 

Mr. Pacze.—I object to being called a 
patriarch. 

The CHAIRMAN = (Hon. J: 
Chanter).—As the words of the honor- — 
able member for Batman have been oh- 
jected to, I ask that they be withdrawn. 


Mr. BRENNAN.—As the honorable 
member insists, I withdraw unreservedly. 
I meant no offence by my words. Indeed, 
I thought they were rather compli- 
mentary. As I was saying, I was very 
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much impressed by the arguments of the 
young and vigorous. representative of 
Maranoa, who has had such ripe experi- 
ance of pastoral matters, but when [ 
neard the vivacious and practical cockie 
‘rom Werriwa (Mr. Lynch) I was en- 
jirely overborn by the logic of his prac- 
sical mind in analyzing the real import 
of the amendment. The honorable mem- 
ber was the real upholder of the true 
Labour principle in what he said, and 
for once in his life my exuberant friend 
from Maranoa was throwing in his in- 
fluence with the reactionaries. It is 
quite clear that what is intended to tbe 
uecomplished by the amendment is that 
small growers of wool throughout the 
country may be enabled to deal directly 
wnd in a convenient manner with small 
Suyers of wool, who can go to their very 
joors for small consignments and enable 
1 swift and practical deal to be made. 
The present position gives an undue 
power and influence 

Mr. Rirey.—And monopoly 

Mr. BRENNAN.—And monopoly—to 
those very large concerns whose ramifi- 
zations the Labour party is desirous of 
surtailmg. Being a practical farmer of 
“any years’ standing, and having 
cor years taken an interest in 
the propaganda for the conservation 
x farmers’ rights and interests, I 
tm quite prepared to lend my _ whole- 
hearted support to the amendment. It is 
in harmony with the policy of the Labour 
party to protect the small farmer against 
the depredations of those large combina- 
tions of capital which from time imme- 
morial have sought to oppress him. I 
am unconvinced by the argument of my 
friend from Maranoa, and although 
a loyal supporter of his in every 
division in which T have voted, in this 
chamber, except one, I feel that I must, 
altogether forgetful of party ties, cross 
the floor and vote in fraternal sympathy 
with the honorable member for Werriwa. 

Mr. JOWETT (Grampians) [8.20].— 
The arguments which seem to have 
converted my honorable and learned 
friend (Mr. Brennan) to support the 
amendment are such as, if he gave them 
a little further consideration, would make 
him more antagonistic to it than he is 
now favorable to it. He has spoken as if 


the amendment were intended to deprive 
rich and wealthy ~eombines of a small 
portion of the power which they possess, 
or to take away from them some emolu- 
ments they may derive from the hand- 


ling of theclips of small wool-growers. 


Many honorable members are evidently 
under the impression that when small 
country wool merchants buy wool from 
small growers, they, in some way, pre- 
vent it from being passed through the 
great wool warehouses owned by big firms. 
If that were the case I could well under- 
stand the attitude taken up by several 
honorable members who are supporting 
the amendment. Therefore, it is neces- 


sary that I should explain the position. 


Under ordinary conditions the great bulk 
of the wool grown in Australia is con- 
signed direct to the wool-selling brokers 
who handle it, and in whose warehouses 
it is appraised. If, instead of this wool 
being sent direct to the big brokers, a 
considerable portion of it is bought. by 
eountry wool merchants, it simply 
means supporting an absolutely different 
set of middlemen, because every bale of 
wool bought by these country wool mer- 
chants has still to be appraised in the 
wool-selling . brokers’ warehouses in 
exactly the same manner as if the wool 
were consigned direct to the wool-selling 


‘brokers ‘by the growers. 


Mr. Lyxcou.—A man who sends m 


‘three or four bales is charged 24 per cent. 
commission, whereas if a dozen small lots — 


are put into one, making a big consign- 
ment, the charge is only 14 per cent. 


Mr. JOWETT..—That is the case; but ~ 


there seems to be a misconception upon 
that point. Under the present system of 
appraisement, the consignment of the 
man with 100 sheep is appraised to the 
fullest extent, according to its intrinsic 
value, just as if the lot represented the 
wool off 10,000 sheep. Before this system 
came into operation, there was great need 
for small country wool merchants, be- 
cause in the big warehouses small lots of 


wool were described as star lots, and were — 
sold under totally different conditions 


from those attaching to the sale of larger 
lots. It has been a matter for reproach 
for many years past that, owing to the 
great power—I think too great power— 


LA 


exercised by the wool buyers in the: wool 
markets of Australia, particularly in 
_. Sydney and Brisbane, small lots of wool 
had to be sold at different times, and in a 
different auction-room from the big lots. 
In Sydney and Brisbane, the buyers 
would not even allow the small lots to be 
shown in the same part of the warehouses 
as the big lots. That state of affairs con- 
- tinued until the Central Wool Committee 
took charge. In thosé days, the small 
-wool-grower seldom got the full intrinsic 
value of his wool; but, from the moment 
the operations of the Central Wool Com- 
a mittee eommenced, exactly the same 
j = -+-method of appraisement was applied to 


the smallest wool-grower in Australia as © 


applied to the larger grower, and the small 
man got the full value of his wool, just 
as if he had consigned the wool off 10,000 
or 100,000 sheep. ! 
~~ Mr. Hices.—Who prevented the small 
grower from getting the full value, unless 
it was those big combinations which 
would be affected by the amendment? 


Mr. JOWETT.—The wool buyers did. 
The wool buyers of Sydney used to go 
to Brisbane and dominate the trade there 
also. In fact, they told the wool brokers 

that they would not buy im their auction, 
- rooms unless all the small lots of wool 
_ were relegated to a different auction room 
and a different part of the warehouse. 
~=~Under that system the small grower 

seldom got the full value of his wool, and 
sit was quite natural that there should 

- ome mto existence a large number 

of country wool merchants, who bought 

up small lots of ‘wool, sorted them, 
and put them into bigger lots for 

- eonsignment to the metropolitan wool 
brokers. As the honorable member for 
 -‘Werriwa (Mr. Lynch) has said, the small 
_-—-wool-grower does suffer a disadvantage 
| at the present moment, owing to the con- 
_  tinuance of one of the customs of the 
— trade which might, perhaps, have been 
% altered. ‘Many trade customs have re- 
mained untouched, because the scheme 
has always been regarded as a temporary 
one. ‘The grower of wool who forwards 
a lot valued at less than £200 pays a 
higher rate of commission than is paid 
by the man who consigns a larger quan- 


ay. 
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tity. I would be very glad if that charge 
could be altered. ae alias 
Mr. Lyycu.—tIs not the small grower 
charged $d. per lb. for classification? _ 


Mr. Ricnarp Fosrer.—He pays ie in 
some States, but it pays him handsomely 
to" do S020 =). Le ea 


Mr. JOWETT.—Some charge may — 
be made when wool has to be re- 
sorted, in order to make, it fit for — 
appraisement. Although the small wool- — 
grower may now be-at some disadvantage 
in having to pay a slightly higher rate 
of commission, what would he be obliged — 
to pay to the country wool merchant to 
enable that gentleman to get his profit? 
It must be remembered that this mer- 
chant. has to send the wool he purchases 
to be appraised, and has also to pay con- 
mission, and is thus compelled to get his 
profit in between the grower and the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee. The small grower 
would probably pay to the country weo! 
merehant very much more than he would 
pay in the commission referred to by the 
honorable member for Werriwa. When 
a grower sends to Melbourne or Sydney, 
he has his wool appraised at a fixed flat 
rate; but if he sells to a country mer- 
chant, he never knows whether he is get- 
ting the full value for his wool. The 
country merchant knows much more - 
about the value of wool than does the 
small wool-grower. . ye 


Mr. LECKIE (Indi) [8.29].—Appa- 
rently the middleman is an obnoxious 
character if he is a small man, but is a 
very excellent fellow if he is a big man. 
Also it would appear that the small 
“ cockie”’ is an infernal fool; that, after 
all these years, he is quite ignorant of the 
fact that he has been using a public con- 
venience to get rid of his small lots of 
wool at a loss to himself. Small wool 
buyers visit every country district. After 
every shearing there are a number of 
stragglers with a few.bales of wool, 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The time 
allotted for the consideration of the 
schedules, preamble, and title has ex- 
pired. I must, therefore, put the amend- 
ment. Den: Ae: 
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Question—That the amendment (Mr. 


Hiaes’) be agreed to—put. The Com- 
mittee divided. 
Bees. os, eu tee 
Noes .. ey fe 
~ Majority be Been Ae Be 
AYES. 
Brennan, Frank Maloney, Dr. 
Finlayson, W. F. Riley, E. 
Fleming, W. M: Tudor, F. G. 
Higgs, W. G. West, J. E. 
Leckie, J. W. Tellers: 
Lynch, J. Mathews, J. 
Mahony, W. G. Watkins, D. 
NOEs. 
Archibald, W. O. Page, J. 
Bamford, F. W. Poynton, A. 
Bayley, J. G. Rodgers, A. S. 
Best, Sir Robert Sampson, 8. 
Boyd, J. A. Sinclair, H. 


Burchell, R. J. 


Charlton, M. Spence, W. G. 


Considine, M. P. Wallace, C. 
Corser, E. B. C. Webster, W. 
Foster, Richard Wise, G. H. 
Groom, L. E. Yates, G. E. 
Jowett, E. 
Lister, J. H. Tellers: 
Livingston, J. Story, W. H. 
Mackay, G. H. Thomson, John. 
PAIR. 
Blakeley, A. | Watt, W. A. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 

Amendment: negatived. 

Mr. Roperrs.—I wish to make a per- 
sonal explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN.—The honorable 
member may explain his position only 
with reference to the vote which has just 
been taken. 

Mr. Ropgrers.—I have never previously 
given a vote in this House except on the 
side on which I intended to give it. 
On several occasions I have 
that those who have been deprived 
for five years of their ordinary 
business rights by the present arrange- 
ment should have liberty to carry on their 
businesses. I was working in my room 
when the division bells rang. I hurried 
into the chamber, and, seeing where my 
party were sitting, I voted with them. I 
desired to vote for the amendment, and 
not in opposition to it, as the records will 
show that I did. 


Smith, Laird — 


urged . 


Schedules agreed to. 
Preamble and title agreed to. 


Bill reported without aa Te- 


port adopted. 
Standing Orders suspended. 


THIRD READING. 
Motion (by Mr. Groom) nropeseda 
That this Bill be now read a third time. 


Mr. FINLAYSON (Brisbane) [8.40].— 
I take the opportunity to enter another 


protest against the operation of this mea-. 


sure, with particular reference to the con- 
trol over sugar. The Government made 
an arrangement regarding the control of 
the sugar supplies of the Commonwealth 


during the war, but the agreement with 


the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
might well be reconsidered now to the ad- 
vantage of the people of Australia. Jf 
circulated an amendment to provide that, 
whatever rebates were allowed by the Colo- 
nial Sugar Refining Company. to its 
agents should also be allowed to all others 
dealing in sugar, but unfortunately the 
amendment was not 


the Committee stage. The unfortu- 


nate result of the existing arrange-- 


ment is that the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company practically dominates the whole 
position in a much more severe way than 
ever it did before, although during the 
whole history. of the industry it has effec- 
tually dominated the situation. Under 


the agreement, the company receives £1 
13s. 10d. per ton for shipping charges, 
frieght on raw sugar, harbour dues, ex- 


change, insurance, sacks, landing, and 
wharfage. It gets also £1 15s. 2d. per ton 
for refining charges, and 7s. per ton for 
selling charges. 
£1 per ton, and there is nothing to show 
what that charge is for. It can only be 
meant to cover some equivalent for the 
fact that the company surrendered its 
refining profits during the progress of the 
war, and operated only under the diree- 


tion of the Government. Even at this junc- 


ture the operations of the company might 
well be the subject of very close inquiry, 
because the whole of Australia is under its 
domination. 
buy sugar practically at the price the com- 
pany stipulates, or do without it if the 


reached during — 


It receives, in addition, 


The Australian people must — 


* 


company so chooses. It 
people are getting sugar at 34d. per Ib., 
owing to the control by the Commonwealth 
over the industry. That control ends very 
soon, and there is. no evidence of 
an intention on the part of the 
Government to substitute any other 
system of control. Although the com- 
--—-~pany was able to supply, and did supply 
until recently, Al quality sugar at 34d. 
per lb., according to the agreement, honor- 
able members now see everywhere, on the 
tables in their own homes, in the dining 
- reom of Parliament House, and in the 
‘ restaurants in the city, brown sugar that 
7 - ought to be sold for at least $d. to 1d. less 
per lb. retail, and yet the full price is 
being charged for it. The price which 
was originally meant to be imposed as the 
maximum has now become the minimum 
> __ for ordinary household purposes. This is 
evidently and obviously an underhand 
method, adopted with the connivance and 
knowledge of the Government, of supply- 
_ ing the public under the agreement made 
by the Commonwealth with an inferior 
article at the highest price allowed. 
Mr. Boyp.—Is that how Governments 


robbing the people? 


the idea which the present Government 
_ have of running a socialistic scheme, and 
- ‘it is because I consider that idea wrong 
that I am raising the question now. This 
is not a new question. 


ister (Mr. Hughes), in 1911, drew very 

pointed attention to the position of the 

Colonial Sugar Refining Company in a 
statement, in which he said— ; 


oe 


a practical monopoly of the sugar industry 
in this country. It is the distributor of. re- 
fined sugar; all consumers of sugar, rich and 
--—s-;poor, great and small, must buy their sugar 
from the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
- or go without. Efforts to get sugar élsewhere 
are put down with an iron hand, as the Aus- 
tralian Jam Factory found to its cost this 
stig. year, when, for attempting to deal elsewhere, 
they were met with a demand that all their 
z foreign-grown sugar should be drawn from the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, otherwise 
- they would be fined £2,000 by an increase in 
price on the remainder of their requirements 
— of Australian-grown sugar. 


_ That was not a single instance, either. 


eo 2 ‘ 


is true that the 


are going to run socialistic schemes—by. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—That is evidently | 


The Prime Min- 


: The Colonial Sugar Refining Company has 


Wie 


et 
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Mr. Warxins. — That was “direct 
action.” 


Mr. PINLAVSON It sens 7# diccat, 


action ” of the worst kind. I have here a 
report of an interview with Mr. MePher- 


son Robertson, the well known confec- 


tioner of this city, which appeared in the 
Melbourne Herald of 30th@June, 1910. 
Speaking to a representative of the news- 
paper on the subject of the price charged 
to manufacturers for sugar, he pointed 


out how unfairly the company treated its’ 


He said— 


They treat us in the most autocratic way 


own customers. 


Up till last year they demanded cash within — 


fourteen days. No pay within fourteen days, 
no more sugar. ‘Then suddenly they reduced 
the term to seven days. I can pay for sugar: 


in any way that is demanded, but I do not like ~ 


to be treated too dictatorially. 


The price 
went up at the end of last year. 


me the increased price on’ my own sugar that 
I had paid for. We are helpless. 
masters of the situation. 
contract, and I return it, simply saying, ‘‘I 


have no alternative but to accept your contract — 


in detail.’’ 


It was suggested that that was a complete ? 
surrender, and Mr. McPherson Robertson. 


went on to say— 


It is most complete. We have always be- 
fore had yearly contracts. This time they 
curtly intimate that the contracts are current 
only till next October, with the intention, I 
suppose, of further raising prices: . 


A Royal Commission was appointed in- 
1912 to inquire into the sugar industry, 
following from a 
minority report signed by Senator Craw- 


and I quote the 


ford. He says— 


Most of the Colonial. Sugar Refining Com. 


pany’s sugar is sold to wholesale firms, to 
which discounts are allowed, according to the 
quantity purchased and the time within which 
payment is made. The wholesafe distributors, 


in turn, allow their customers similar, but 
smaller, discounts owing to the lesser quanti- 


ties purchased. All deliveries are made-direct — 


from the refineries, and only in such quanti- 
ties as are necessary to meet 
rent requirements. 

Senator Crawford, expressing an 
opinion as to the reason for doing busi-. 
ness in this way, says— 


In this way speculation is checked, and all. 


_ possibility of a ‘‘corner’’ in sugar prevented. 


The company is enabled to maintain supplies 
for all its customers, keep its refineries and 


™“ 


Y -The-com-" 
pany ascertained then that I had a few tons — 
of sugar in stock, and they actually charged 


- They are’ 
They send me a 


purchasers’ cur- 


ers, 
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etary ces working throughout the year, and 
give its Austre Jian supp sliers of raw sugar the 
fall benefit of any. increase in market values 
which May arise. 

That may be so, but it also has this effect, 
that when any of the manufacturers or 
merchants of this country try to buy im- 
ported su at a cheaper rate, paying 
the duty imPosed by the Commonwealth, 
which is the only limitation upon the in- 
eon of foreign-grown sugar, the 
‘ Colonial Sugar Refinine Company steps 
in, and says, “If you buy any foreign 
sugar, we will refuse to supply you with 
any Australian- -grown sugar.” .The Com- 
pany lays down the law to the distributors 
of this country, and says that, in no cir- 
cumstances, shall they buy sugar from 
any one but the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. 

Mr. Jowrerr.—That is what all Trusts 
do. : . 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—Of course; that 
is one'of the methods of the Trust. The 
position is that the whole of the sugar 
industry’ is practically within the 
ambit of this one company. There 
are plenty of sugar-growers, though, un- 
fortunately, many of them: are under 


the control of the Colonial Sugar Refin- 


ing Company. There are quite a num- 
ber of crushing mills that are not directly 
under the control of the company. But 
there are only two refining com- 
panies in Australia—the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company and the Muiullaquin 

Sugar Refining Company. The latter 
is a very small affair, comparatively, 
but these two have the only plants 
available in Australia for the refining of 
sugar. I do not know that that would be 
a serious disadvantage if some encourage- 
ment were ®iven by the Government to 
millers to turn out an improved milled 
sugar. It is not necessary that we should 
have refined sugar. Except that it is the 
fashion to prefer a white sugar, we might, 
possibly with better results, use a light- 
brown or prey sugar. But here we are, 
through the operations of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, with its capital 
available, the use it makes of the Customs 


Tariff, and the strangle-hold it has )jupon . 


the merchants and distributors of this 
country, compelled to accept its dictation 


-of their own, and a very good case. 


available; 


without any apparent means of redress. 
The amendment I hoped to be able to 
submit on this question would have worked 
out in this way: that not only should those 
people whom the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company select be allowed to distribute 
sugar, and, therefore, be allowed to ob- 
tain a rebate, but at the will of the Go- 


vernment any merchant dealing in sugar — 
might be at liberty to claim the rebate — 
and secure a supply of sugar for distri- 


bution. The agreement which the Govern- 
ment are operating with the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company not only continues, but 


strengthens the hold of the company upon 


distributers of sugar. 
Mr. Bamrorp.—To. what rebate does. 
the honorable member refer? 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—The discount re-_ 


bate given by the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company to large distributors. I am not 
now referring to retailers, who_have a case 
I do 
not think that the retailers are bemg 
fairly treated under the agreement. They 


are compelled to sell sugar at a“cer-— 


tain price. Probably, that is the expla- 
nation of the fact that householders are 
now getting an inferior sugar and having 
to pay for it the high price which has 
been fixed. 2 

Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—Does the hon- 
orable member refer to the brown sues t 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Yes. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fostrr.—The reason that 
is supphed is that there is no white sugar 
because of the strike. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—That is not the 


whole reason. 


Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—I cae that it. 


is. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Here we are in 
Australia at present faced with a short- 
age of sugar. There is not enough Aus- 
tralian sugar available this season to meet 


our own requirements to the extent of 
anything from 80,000 to 100,000 tons, — 


and the Government have arranged for 
the importation of sugar to make good 
the shortage. 
Mr. Corser.—A cértain quantity was 
brought over from the previous season. 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—That is so; but, 
unfortunately, there is still a serious 
shortage. 
but they have nothing to do with my 


There are many explanations, ~ 


a ee eae Commercial oe 


— ‘The eatat is, , that the umes 
+ Ment are importing anything from 80,000 
~~ ‘to 100,000 tons to make up the shortage 
a8 ; a locally- grown sugar, and the whole of 
that imported sugar will be distributed 
through the agency of the Colonial Sugar 
_ Refining Company, and only the chosen re- 
: presentatives ef that company will be 
i given the opportunity to distribute it. 
“tes Mr. Bamrorp.—How does the honor- 
: able member suggest that it should be dis- 
tributed ? 
Mr. FINLAYSON.—Why should not 
the. Government permit supplies of that 
imported sugar to be available to any 
bf merchant in Australia dealing in this 
| commodity, and on the same terms as the 
Colonial Sugar Refining- Company allows 
to the merchants distributing for it? 
‘Mr. Bamrorp.—The honorable member 
} suggests that the Government should 
: themselves become distributors ? 
- £.Mr.. FENEAYSON.—Certainly; or, as 
ee an alternative which might be more easily 
- given effect, they should insist that the 
< Colonial Sugar Refining Company shall 
_. ~ not discriminate in the distribution of the 
| imported sugar. The difficulty is that the 
company exercises such a discrimination 
that it holds a threat of a very serious 
) kind—that of interference with business 
and the service of the community—over 
these men, who would otherwise be in- 
clined, particularly im existing circum- 
stances, to exercise some independent 
_ aetion, and make some effort. to supply the 
requirements of the counvry in sugar. 
__ Mr. Corser.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber not know thati all this is done-on behalf 
e ~ of*the Commonwealth Government, and 
__-_ ander their instructions ? 
co a Mr. FINLAYSON.—Yes; 
fam complaining of. 
Mr. Corsrr.—lIt is not. for the benefit 
of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company. 
ioe Mr. Jowrrr.—Who gets the discount 
Ue, that is not given to the small merchant ? 
Mr. Corszr.—Everything goes to the 
Government. The Colonial Sugar Re- 
fining Company is paid a fixed sum for 
: its services. 
e Mr. FINLAYSON.—I have already 
i pointed out that the Colonial Sugar Re- 
fining Company gets so much a ton for 
_ refining, 7s. per ton for distributing 
_ charges, and £1 per ton for services not 
i. ao ed. 


a. 
t 


that is what 


silks Suny, 1919.) 
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Mr. Corser.-—Oh, yes ; hee are clearly 


specified. 


Mr. FINLAYSON. sale 5 carae find that | 


they are. What is the £1 per ‘ton paid 
for ? 
Mr. Jowrtrr.—Are we to understand 


that the Commonwealth Government dis- 
crimmate between large and small mer- 


ehants, and charge the small merchants — 


more than they “charge the Na mier- 
chants ? 

Mr. 
wealth Government makes no discrimina- 
tion, but the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company does. 

Mr. Ricwarp Fosrer.—On_ behalf of 
the Government. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company act under the 
authority and control of the Government, 
and my complaint, therefore, is against 
the Government, and not against the 
company. The past records of the com- 
pany go to show that it has exercised a 
very severe discrimination. The Govern- 
ment have simply said to the managers 
of the company, 
the distribution of sugar,” and the com- 
pany has continued its previous methods. 
It is able to do that, because it has had 
unlimited control without any Govern- 
ment supervision. I say that the 
vernment are now responsible because 
because they have authorized the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company to distribute 
sugar under the agreement. 
that the Government should intervene on 
behalf of the people, and see that every 
merchant dealing in this commodity shall 
be given an equal opportunity with those 


9? 


FINLAYSON.—No, the Common- 


“You take charge of 


Go- | 


I contend | 


favoured by the Colonial Sugar Refining 


Company. 

Mr. Corsrr.—tIs the discount not based 
on the quantity purchased ? : 

Mr. Jowrert.—Why should it be? 
Why should not the small merchant get 
the same terms as the big one? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The _ honoratble 
member for Hunter informs me that the 
Minister for Trade and Customs has 
stated that he has agreed to sonia in 
the direction I recommend. 

Mr. Cuaruton.—I brought up Here the 


question of co-operative stores, and their : 


right to the rebate which other merchants 


were getting, and the Minister for ee 
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and Customs agreed to rectify that 
matter. 

Mr. Tupor.—Some get 6 per cent. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The amount 
varies. The Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company says how much sugar a mer- 
chant shall get, and how much discount 
he shall be allowed. A merchant may 
desire to do a bigger business or to ob- 
tain supplies from outside, and the Colo- 
nial Sugar Refining Company say, “* We 
shall say who shall buy, what amount they 
shall get, and how much they shall pay 
for it.’ That may be possible all right 
under a system which would not be sub- 
ject to Government control, but here we 
have a specific agreement with a company 
to take advantage of their machinery 
and the ramifications of their operations, 
and the Government are responsible for 
seeing that the sugar supplied shall be 
properly distributed in the interests of 
the community. All that is asked is that 
they shall not allow the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company to discriminate 
against any man who is willing to handle 
this commodity, and distribute it to the 
public. There should be no artificial re- 
strictions placed upon the distribution of 
this very necessary commodity, which is 
particularly necessary at the present 
time, because there is a shortage of Aus- 
tralian-grown sugar. If. there were a 
sufficient supply of Australian-grown 
sugar available the matter would not be 
so urgent. 

Mr. Corser.—Will the honorable mem- 
ber say what are the restrictions to which 
he objects ? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I object. to the 
restrictions imposed by the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company in regard to the sup- 
phes they will make available to any 
particular merchants, the rate of discount 
they will allow, and their right to say 
that Australian merchants shall not be 
allowed to handle imported sugar. Every 
one knows that even in ordinary times 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
managed the distribution of Australian- 
grown sugar, and they also managed 
the distribution of imported sugar; 
that they would not allow their customers 
to import sugar, and if any customer at- 
tempted to purchase sugar outside of the 


: 3 ei 

Colonial Sugar Refining Company th 
company would immediately say, “ We 
shall do no more business with you.” 

Mr. Corsrr.—That is not so. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—It is so. | 

Mr. Corsrer.—I can tell the honorable 
member from practical experience that 
it 1s not so. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—In support of my~ 
honorable — 


statement I will refer the 
member to the report of the Royal Com- 
mission which investigated the sugar in- 
dustry. 
testimony of merchants over and over 
again. But for the information of the 


honorable member I will take the trouble ~ 


to oncé more read what Mr. Hughes, 
the Prime Minister, said upon this 
matter. He said— 

Efforts to get sugar elsewhere are put down 


with an iron hand, as the Australian Jam — 


Factory found to its cost this year, when, for 
attempting to deal elsewhere, they were met 
with a demand that all their foreign-grown 
sugar should be drawn from the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, otherwise they would 
be fined £2,000 by an increase of price on the 


remainder of their requirements of Australian- 


grown sugar. 


Mr. Corser.—What is the date of that 


statement ? 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—The statement 
was made in 1911, and the position has 
not been altered since. 

Mr. Corsrr. —- Yes, a different agree- 
ment has been made since. - ; 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I have _ also 
quoted convincing testimony of one of 
the largest manufacturers of confection- 


ery in Australia in the person of Mr. ~ 


MacRobertson, bearing on this very point. 
Of course, I am quite sure that Mr. 
MacRobertson’s confectionery increased 
in price automatically with the increased 
cost of sugar, because all these charges 
are passed on to the consumer. 


Mr. Lyncu.—Is there discrimination — 


between large and small confectioners? 


Mr. FINUAYSON.—The Colonial 


Sugar Refining Company discriminates 


between its customers, and we have no 
constitutional authority to interfere. 


Mr. Corsrr.—Will the honorable mem- 


ber admit that the company at that time 


made an agreement under which, if there 


In addition, I can quote the 


© 


“was a fall in the market, it made a rebate, 
whilst if there was a rise in the market 
_the price was increased ? 

_ Mr. FINLAYSON.—Whatever rise or 
- fall took place in the market there was 
- always an ascending scale in the profits of 
the company, and assured dividends for 
its shareholders. that 

_. Mr. Corszr.—But the company carried 
out its agreement. . 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—I am not attack- 
ing the company. I hope to submit at 
a later stage evidence of the tremendous 

progress which it has made during its 
- comparatively brief career. Jt started 
operations in 1855 with a capital of 
£150,000, and to-day its capital has 
- grown to £3,250,000. 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—That is not all 

_ Australian capital. 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Of course, it is 
not. I will quote from the report of 
the Royal Commission on the sugar in- 
dustry, page 44. There I find the fol- 
=. lowing :-— 


; The financial position of the company, as 
_ disclosed in the evidence, thus appears to be 
as follows :— 

Amount paid by shareholders in 

~ cash ur ih .. £2,375,000 
_ Shares capitalized out of profits 
and so distributed among share- 


nrg 
2 


_ holders 625,000 
tes ‘Making the published capital on- 

_ which dividends are paid 3,000,000 
- The company possesses in addi- 
tion an inner or undisclosed re- 

io easerve of, say .. 38,000,000 

So that the true capital of the ~ eee 

- company is, say ; £6,000,000 


This means that £2,375,000 has yielded in- 
vestors generous dividends distributed half- 
yearly, and reserves (inner and distributed) 
of £3,625,000. We think it is fair to con- 
elude from these figures, supplied by a com- 
_ pany whose expansions of business have been 
built on a basis of milling and refining pro- 
fits, that the milling and refining industries in 
Australia are conducted as a matter of fact 
- under conditions which admit of high profits. 


I am not complaining very much of the 
company as such. I have, on previous 
occasions, pointed out what an octopus 
grip it has on the country, and the effect 
‘of the operations of such a monopoly on 
the consumers. But to-night my complaint 
is against the Government, which is con- 


.Greene), who 


"present year. 


ms 2. 
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trolling the company under an _ agree- 
ment. ‘T'c-day the company ie, to all in- 
tents and purposes, a Government De- 
partment, and I say that the Government 
are not giving a fair deal either to the 
wholesale merchaiits, the retailers, or the 
consumers. It is unfortunate that the 
Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
controls this particular 
Department, is not in. his place to- 
night, but the Minister for Works — 
and Railways (Mr. Groom) knows the 
position as well as does - anybody, 
and he is perfectly aware that the 
public are not being protected in the way — 
that they ought to be. It is no reply to 
my argument to say that we are getting 
cheaper sugar in Australia than is any 
cther country in the world. That circum- 
stance, gratifying as it is, is entirely due 
to our fortuitous position. It is abso-. 

lutely due to the fact that we are a 
sugar-prcducing country, and are pro- 
tected by distance and the cost of car- 
riage. It is surely right for the Govern- 
ment to put all distributers upon the 
same level, and to give to the public the 

very best that is within their power. 


Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [9.8].— 
Evidently the honorable member for Bris- — 
bane (Mr. Finlayson) is labouring under a 
misapprehension. The last agreement 
made with the Colonial Sugar Refining — 
Company is dated 31st’ January of the 

Amongst other things it - 
provides— . ae 


The company shall be paid by the Govern- 
ment in respect of all raw sugar shipped by 
it to the refineries, a shipping charge of 32s. 
lld. per ton of sugar, and such charge shall — 
include’ freight, marine insurance dues, 
change, sacks, landing charges, and wharfage. 

. The company will at such times as 
may be necessary to maintain the supplies of — 
the Australian market, refine for the Govern- — 
ment the raw sugar taken delivery of by the 
company under this agreement, and shall be 
paid by the Government a refining charge of 
27s. 6d. per ton of raw. sugar melted, such 
charge being intended to cover all refining ex- 
penses incurred. 

For the purposes of this agreement, ‘‘ refin-- 
ing expenses’’ shall include all work done 
from unstoring to delivery to the trade, but 
shall not include— 


(a) freight, insurance, wharfage, and 
cartage charges on and in respect of © 
refined products shipped to Western 
Australia, or between the refineries; 
or : 


OX 
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(b) the actual cost of tinning and packing 
syrup and treacle, or 
(c) the actual cost of packages in which 
refined sugar is contained. 
The aetual cost of such packages shall be as as- 
eertained from the books of the company, and 
shall be a separate allowance chargeable by 
the company to the Government. 


The Government have handed 

the: control of sugar, on the basis of 
these fixed payments; to the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company. The latter has 
entered into a business transaction with 
the Government in which every portion of 
the management has been decided upon, 
including the means of distribution. The 
company is compelled to supply the neces- 
sary quantity of sugar for the require- 
ments of the public of Australia. Doubt- 
less many honorable members know that 


over 


on 26th June, 1918, it was anticipated. 


that the Government had a surplus 
representing six months’ supply of sugar. 
When it entered into this last contract, 
it had six months’ surplus supply on 
hand, and it. had to deal with that sur- 
plus, and also with the sugar which would 
be grown within the following two years. 
But when the year closed, it was found 
that the surplus was not as large as was 
anticipated. The surplus did not represent 
a supply of six months, because the jam 
factories throughout Australia had had so 
many large orders to execute that, conse- 
quently the demand which they made 
upon the company for sugar had been far 
greater than was ever expected. Still the 
company had a considerable surplus on 
hand, and that surplus would not have 
been reduced much had the seasons come 
up to anticipations. But’ last season— 
ewing to frost, the drought, and the 
eyelone—the harvest was smaller than 
‘was expected, and that reduced the quan- 
tity on hand very considerably, with the 
result that the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company advised the Government that 
it would be necessary to purchase some 
sugar overseas. It has purchased sufh- 
cient sugar, it is thought, to enable 
it to tide over until next season’s 
erop is available. When the Govern- 
ment entered into the agreement 
with the Colonial Sugar Refining Com- 
pany, under which the latter had to 
maintain supplies sufficient to meet the 
requirements of the Commonwealth, it 
Mr. Corser, 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Activities Bill. 7 


‘Ss 5 aaa gant 
Pe re 


was obviously not just that anybody else 
shouid be permitted to step in and dis- 
organize its arrangements. Hence it took 
over the full control of sugar in the Com- 
monwealth. Having purchased from the 
Queensland Government, it also’ bought in 


Java all the sugar that it thought was re- 


quired to make up the deficiency. If the 
Commonwealth had not’ had the company 


to act as its agents, we might have been 


very short of sugar to-day. It would 
have cost £51 a ton to bring sugar imto 
Australia. | 

Mr. Boyp.—There would have been 
thousands of tons brought in at £20 a 
ton, 

Mr. CORSER.—That. may have been 
so, but I do not think many people would 
have been inclined to risk money in a ven- 
ture of that kind when they thought that 
the Government had a six months’ supply 
available. The Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company, in the agreement with the 
Government, made an arrangement under 
which wholesale dealers who acted as 
distributers, got a rebate of. 6 per 
cent., and retailers, buying from the 
wholesale merchants, are allowed 3 per 
cent. for prompt cash. Out of the 
5 per cent. remaining, the wholesale 


merchant ‘has to provide for cartage, 


storage, Insurance, and. interest upon capi- 
tal invested. The Government, through 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, 
could not afford to take the risk of the 


retail business, in which they would have 


to give credit up to four months; and 
yet the retailers could not be shut out. 
It was necessary that somebody should be 
in a position to distribute the commodity 


to enable the small traders to obtain — 
credit to carry on their businesses. The — 


agreement arrived at with the Govern- 
ment was undoubtedly the best proposi- 
tion presenting itself, | 
Mr. Jownrr.—But some people get 6 
per cent., and others only 3 per cent. 
Mr. CORSER.—The rebate allowed of 
3 per cent. to the grocer comes out of the 


6 per cent. allowed to the wholesale buyer. 


Mr. Jowrrt.—But if a grocer is pre- 
pared to pay cash why should he not be 
able to get. 6 per cent. rebate if somebody 
else does? 


of risk, and additional expenditure in- 
eurred by delivery, interest, and insur- 
ance. The arrangement, in my judgment, 
is a fair one, and I cannot understand 
how honorable members can find fault 
with it. It is a good business transaction. 
—. Mr. Frytayson.—For the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company. 
i Mr. CORSER.—The Colonial Sugar 
~ ~ Refining Company does not make a penny 
pout of, it. ee 
_ Mr. Finrayson.—Then what do the 
‘company get the £5 per ton for? 
_ Mr. CORSER.—They do not get £5 
per ton, but £3 per ton for refining, 
2 Fe eatont, storage, insurance, and 
other expenses. 
_ Mr. Finuayvson.—But they get £1 
ee ae 2d. for that. 
~ Mr. CORSER.—The Ecattsbls mem- 
ber’ is wrong. The agreement distinctly 
_ provides, in clause 4, for the company 
to get 32s. lid. a ton for all raw sugar 
_ shipped to refineries, the charge to include 
freight, marine msurance, harbor dues, 
| _ exchange, ‘wharfage, landing charges, 
sacks, and so on; and in clause 5 it is 
2 _ provided that the company be paid 27s. 
6d. per ton to cover refining charges and 
_ kindred expenses incurred. 


Mr. Jowretrr.—If I started a jam fac- 
ae in the aes poste I buy sugar 


. Masoxes. —I eall attention to the 
[Quorum formed.] 
ae CORSER. The - honorable mem- 

. ad Grampians (Mr. J eres) desires 


: Nir. 


a 


<a jam factory in the Gas hue ako 
would be able to buy sugar on the same 
terms as are allowed to the wholesale 
dealers: I say he would be allowed better 
j __ terms, namely, £3 7s. 6d. per ton. — 
Mr. Jowrrr.—Then, suppose I had a 
-grocer’s shop there, and was prepared to 
buy for cash. Could I get the sugar on 
the same terms as the big merchant in 
"Melbourne? 


* Aeranes ta. tet 


Mr. CORSER.—No; because you 
would not be buying the same quantities; 
but you would get the 3 per cent. rebate 
from the wholesale merchant. fee 

Mr. Jowxrt.—Who would determine 
ea I was a bigor a small man? 


CORSER.—The Colonial Sugar 


Refining Company. They have to safe- | 


guard themselves against outside risks, — 
and must get cash for the sugar, so as to — 
be relieved of interest charges on capital, 
insurance, and storage. I hope I have 
made the position quite clear, and that 
there will not now be any impression that 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company — 


‘have been profiteering, or that the Go- 
vernment have been trying to do some- — 

The question of | 
buying largely, 


thing which is unfair. 

co-operative companies 
and getting the same terms as the whole-. 
sale merchants has also been raised; and 
{ remind honorable members that the 


Minister for Trade and Customs (Mr. 


Greene) has intimated that an arrange-— 
ment has been made under which co- — 
operative dealers may buy on exactly the 
same terms as the wholesale merchants, 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [9.26].—1I regret 
that the Government did not see fit, at 
an earlier stage in the Bill, te make some — 
alterations which fi think, would ae 
been advantageous. If price-fixing. is 
good thing—and, as regards sugar, ‘the 
Government have now laid it down that 
regulations may be passed fixing the pre- 
seribed price at which sugar may be sold, 
at any time before the prescribed date— : 


and if the Government can fix the price. 


of one commodity, now that the war has 
ceased, then, 
prices for more than one commodity, and 
for a longer period than is provided for 
in this measure. Of course, we know that 
the legal gentlemen have said it is within © 
the competence of this Parliament to 
deal with the matters mentioned in this 
Bill. : 
or not they were asked aot would be — 
within the competence of Parliament to — 
pass legislation dealing with these mat- 
ters for a greater length of time, or in — 
respect of other commodities. I regret 
that the Government did not see fit to 
put this position before their legal ad- 
visers, particularly in view of the fact 


es 


I maintain, they can fix 


We do not know, however, whether — 
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that prices are continually going up; and 
I say that if this Parliament does not 
grapple with the problem, it will be 
handled by the States. It is absurd, of 
course, to say that such a matter can be 
dealt with more satisfactorily by six 
State Legislatures than by the Common- 
wealth Parliament. Practically the 
whole of the sugar is produced in one 
State of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Corser.—New (South Wales is 
producing sugar, too. Nea 

Mr. TUDOR.—The_ production in 
New South ‘Wales does not rapresent 
more than 8 per cent. or 9 per cent. of 
the total, and most of the land formerly 
employed in sugar-cane growing on the 
northern rivers of that State is now under 
dairying. It is up to the Government, at 
an early date, to say what they intend to 
do in regard to price-fixing. If this Par- 
liament has not the power to deal with it 
under this Bill, as we have been told they 
have not—and you, Mr. Speaker have 
ruled that the honorable member for Cap- 
ricornia (Mr. Higgs) could not give 
notice of his amendment to add to the 
scope of the  Bill—the Government 
should either ask for the necessary 
authority, or admit that they intend 


to allow the people of Australia to be in 


the hands of the profiteers, so that 
Ntings, Trusts, and Combines may charge 
what prices they like. Fresh Combines are 
being brought into existence every day, 
and are charging specific rates upon all 
goods handled. The party who refuses to 
sell at a fixed price finds his supply cut 
off, just as the supply of fiour was recently 
cut off from the Civil Service Bakery in 
Melbourne. 

Mr. Corsrer.—Will the honorable mem- 
ber state where any such arrangements are 
in existence? 3 

Mr. TUDOR.—In every State. I have 
a fountain penin my hand. The people 
who sell fountain pens—in no matter 
what town or city in the Commonwealth 
—are compelled to charge a fixed figure. 
They must enter into a bond that they 
will do so. With respect to many-lines of 
foodstuffs, the same condition rules. I 
have this day quoted from a report con- 
tained in the Argus of Tuesday, wherein 
the manufacturers of certain lines of gro- 


ceries had entered into certain arrange- 
ments, and were moving for the support 


of the Grocers Association with a view to 
arriving at fixed schedules of prices. The - 


Government are not raising a little finger 
to protect the people. ro. 

Mr. Corsrr.—Nothing like that is hap- 
pening in Queensland. 


Mr. 'TUDOR.—You have a Labour Go- 


vernment : there. 


Mr. Groom.—Has the Labour Govern- : 


ment in Queensland passed. any measure 
to deal with the subject ? 

Mr. Corszr.—There is keen competi- 
tion with regard to practically everything 
in that State, and that circumstance con- 
trols prices. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Many of the articles 
sold in Queensland can only be disposed 


of at fixed prices.. If the honorable mem-— 


ber is a merchant who handles the goods 


of the Dried Fruits Association, which — 


has its head-quarters at Mildura, he will 
be bound to sell its fruits at prices fixed 
for him. - 7 | 
Mr. Corsrer.—That is a Victorian com- 
modity. coe 


Mr: .TUDOR.—And - the 


ciation. 
Mr. Groom.—That association was. in 
existence when the honorable member was 


‘Minister for Trade and Customs.. 


Mr. TUDOR.—Yes; and the methods 


of the association were held by the then 


Attorney-General to be absolutely legal. 
Under our Constitution, we have no power 


to deal with such matters as the fixing of 
prices by Combines. At a luncheon given 


by the Australian Natives Association, at 
the Melbourne Exhibition, early this year, 
Senator Millen intimated that it was the 
intention of the Government to ask for 
power to amend the Constitution. We 


-have heard no further word in that rela- 


tion. This Bill deals with only a few of 
the commodities which vastly interest the 
general community. Meat is not in any 
way referred to. The honorable member 
for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) last week 
mentioned, by way of interjection, that 
producers were not getting a high price for 


meat to-day. The cost of meat is extra-— 
ordinarily high to the consumer, but the 


honorable 
member would have to sell in Queensland 
at the price fixed by the Victorian Asso- 


+ 
east 


pou 


1916, it was my duty and privilege to 
_ forward to the Inter-State Commission 
authority to investigate the meat industry, 
among other matters; but not a single 


inquiry has since then been instituted. 


The people have a right to be represented 
on the various Pools and Committees, but 

~ honorable members opposite will not con- 
- gede so much. They prefer to talk about 
the famous Whitley report. They pro- 
fess a desire to bring about greater har- 
mony between employer and employee. | 1 
ig all so much camouflage, political 
hypocrisy, throwing dust in the eyes of the 
people. When honorable members on this 
side present a practical suggestion along 
those very lines, we are told; “ The time 1s 
= net ~ripe.”- ur proposal is turned 
down with a thud. Had our opponents 
been present at the Creation, they would 


have said, ‘‘O, Lord, preserve chaos; 


the time is not ripe for creation and 
order!” I am confident that the people 
will perceive the Government’s lack of 
sincerity when they profess a desire to 
give consumers as well as producers a 
fair deal. 

Mr. Corser.—Is it not a fact that a 
large number of factories have offered 
their employees opportunities to partici- 
pate on co-operative lines, and that the 
unions have told the workers they must 
not agree to do so? 

- -Mr. TUDOR.—I know of no such in- 
— stance. 

Mr. Corser.—I can tell the honorable 
ember of two instances in Queensland— 
one having to do with Walker’s Limited 
nd the other with Hockley and Com- 
pany. 


~ Mr. TUDOR.—Adopting the attitude 
of the honorable member himself, I could 
now say that his argument has reference 
only to Queensland. I regret that the 
‘Government have not seen fit to adopt the 
various amendments proposed for the bet- 
terment of this measure. 


¥ 


Mr. PIGOTT (Calare) [9.39].—The 
eader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) 
ays the Government have not given con- 


sls. Was not Mr. Tudor a member of 
Labour Government in 1915; and was 
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the Wheat Pool ? 


umers representation on the various 


Liisa 


Tigo 


it not his Government which established 
What representation — 
was then given either to the producer or — 
the consumer? It is all very well for the 
honorable member to talk as he has done 
while occupying the Leadership of the — 
Opposition; but we have to judge him — 
and his colleagues by their performances — 
when in power. They had full authority 
once, but there was no whisper of adopt- 
ing such principles as they vehemently — 
advocate to-day. : ec 
Mr. Corser.—And that same Govern- — 
ment bought our sugar, too. Rare 
Mr. Groom.—-And did not that Go- 
vernment make an agreement with the — 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company ? ae 
Mr. PIGOTT.—They did; but now — 
those same honorable members, by their — 
utterances to-day, mock the public. The — 
Leader of tne Opposition has been chiding 
the Government because they refuse to 
extend the Pools for ten years. Yetwhen 
a proposal was introduced by the present 
Government that the War Precautions 
Act should be extended for three months 
after the conclusion of the war, what did | 
honorable members opposite say? I shall 
quote from Hansard of the 12th Decem-_— 
ber, 1918, where Mr. Tudor said a 
Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot. 
Johnson).—Order! Is the honorable — 
member proposing to read a speech re- 
ferring to this same debate? 
Mr. PIGOTT.—No, sir; I am about to. 
refer to one made last session. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Was the speech 
from which the honorable member desires 
to quote made during the course of th 
present debate ? ‘ 
Mr. PIGOTT.—No! a 
Mr. ° SPEAKER.—Then if it is a 
speech of this session, but not of this de- 
bate, the honorable member will not be in © 
order in making the quotation. = 
Mr. PIGOTT.—I was about to quot 
from a speech made by the honorable 
member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) last ses- 
sion. 7 : 
Mr. Tupor.—Last year, but not last _ 
session. ont 
Mr. PIGOTT.—The honorable member 
said, in effect, that he was not in favour 
of extending the War Precautions powers — 
for five minutes. Now he wants to ex- | 
tend certain Pools for ten years. _ 
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Mr. Groom.—-Is that the same honor- 
able gentleman who has just spoken? 

Mr. PIGOTT.—Yes. 

Mr. HIGGS (Capricornia) [9.45].—I 
object to the third reading of this Bill, 
because of the way in which the Govern- 
ment have forced it up to its present 
stage. You, sir, who have been a mem- 
ber of this Parliament from the 
inception of the Commonwealth, and re- 
member the way in which our debates 
were conducted in the old days, must, I 
am sure, sigh for the time, which appears 
to have gone forever, when honorable 
members were permitted by the Govern- 
ment in power to give free expression to 
their views. What a change has come 
over the scene. We find that the Govern- 
ment of to-day are so afraid to allow the 
Opposition to express a view contrary to 
their own that they guillotine a Bill in 
this unceremonious fashion. I object to 
the third reading of the Bill, because it 
does not contain an amendment providing 
that the-port of Rockhampton shall be 
a centre for the appraisement and sale of 
wool. The honorable member for Gram- 
pians (Mr. Jowett), who is a member of 
the Central Wool Committee, will recol- 
lect that we endeavoured last year to have 
Rockhampton made a’ wool appraising 
centre. We failed, but I believe that if the 
Government had not applied the guillotine 
to this measure, we might have indueed 
a majority of the Committee to support 
an amendment, making Roekhampton 
and the port of Newcastle wool apprais- 
ing centres. 

Honorable members will agree that we 
pught to avoid anything in the nature of 
centralization. If Australia is to advance 
and expand as it ought to do, and if her 
industries are to develop as we hope they 
will, we must try to create new centres of 
activity. Rockhampton is the central 
port of Queensland. It is the chief city 
in the Central District of that State. 
Queensland might very well be divided 
into three States. If that were done, then 
Central Queensland, covering an area of 
about 200,000 square miles, would make 
a very fine State, possessing geographical 
and climatic features different from those 
of other parts of Queensland. I dare say 


that 60 per cent. of the a grown nA 


Queensland comes from the Central Dis- 
trict, and 1s ‘sent down to Rockhampton. 
We are entitled to have wool appraised 
at that centre. I object, therefore, to the 
third reading ‘of the Bill passing in this 
way, since we have not had an opportunity 
to diseuss this very important question. 

Mr. Roperers.—aAll pooling 
practically compel centralization. 
is why we wish to get rid of the Pools as 
soon as possible. 

Mr. HIGGS.—I am aware that the 
honorable member has taken a stand im 
favour of reasonable employment being ~ 
given to the smaller men. Some men hope 
to see the millennium, and I at one time 
believed that it would be reached in my 
time. Although I know that society will — 


evolve in such a way that a great deal of Oe, 


unnecessary work now done will be 
avoided, and the people so engaged found 
employment in the general scheme of a 
millennium, we are as yet, perhaps, a long 
way from that happy time. I am not too 


anxious to see the whole of the business 
of Australia concentrated within the con- 


trol of a few Pools. I do not think it 
would be a good thing for the country, 
nor do I think it is in the interests of - 
Australia that the wool industry should be 
managed and controlled by a few people. 
It may suit the honorable member for 
Grampians (Mr. Jowett) and other big 
pastoralists to have certain large firms 
operating these Pools, and it may appear 
necessary to some people that we should 
crush out the small country wool ae 
in order, as they say, to do away with ~ 
middlemen. 


raise flocks and herds—are not the only — 
producers in the industry. Henry George, 
a political economist whose opinions were 
at one time very much favoured by many 


members of the present House, has urged er 
that the distributer is also Ps a certain 
The man who distri- 


extent a producer. 
butes goods over the counter may be held 
to be a producer, ; 

Mr. Wzst.—We cannot do without as 

Mr. HIGGS.—We cannot. I also ob- 
ject to the third reading of the Bull, 
because the Oentral Wool Committee 


systems — 
That | 


aa 


ad 


But we must not forget that — e 
‘ wool-growers—those who breed sheep and — 


é “ 
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i The small wool-growers would not 
be disadvantaged in the slightest degree 
if small country wool buyers were allowed 
= to operate; they would still be able to 
send their wool direct to the big operators 
_ if they preferred to do so. Small coun- 
try buyers would be of service to the small 


__wool-grower, or “ cockie farmer” as he 1s _ 


known. ‘The “cockie farmers” could 
please themselves whether they sold their 
~ wool to them or sent it direct. to the great 
_ eperators who are managing the indusiry. 
fT object to this motion, because I think 
there should have been afforded us an 
opportunity to consider an amendment, of 
which notice was given, providing that— 
After the State Committee has ascertained 
that all local fellmongers have been supplied, 
-.. any surplus skins may be sold, but shall be 
~~ sold only to or through or with the consent of 
__ the Commonwealth Government. 
A number of other amendments might 
- have been made if the Government had 
not applied the guillotine. 
The institute of Parliament is being 
-breught into disrepute, not, as the honor- 
erable member for Hindmarsh (Mr. 
- Archibald) would declare, because of the 
tactics of men whom he describes as ‘‘ cut- 
throat red-raggers’’ in the community, 
Mr. . Arcuiparp.—The tactics of the 


Opposition have brought it into disre- 


° 


— Mr. HIGGS.—Whiat. are our tactics ? 
_ We employ parliamentary language, and 
our arguments should .appeal to all 
parties. 
Mn SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
_ jJohnson).—Order! I am afraid this is 
a marked digression from the question 
before the Chair. 
Mr. HIGGS.—TI had hoped, sir, that 
you would permit me to give  cer- 
tain reasons why the motion for the third 
_ reading of this Bill should not be carried. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—The honorable mem- 
ber is entitled to do that, but not to de- 
bate a matter relating to the guillotine 
- motion which has already been decided by 
_. the House. - ; 
Mr. HIGGS.—The time allowed for the 
discussion of this measure has been un- 
duly limited, and Parliament, if it’ allows 
this system to continue, will fall into dis- 
repute. We have no right to give way to 


have cut out the small country buyers of | 
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the editor of the Age and the editor of © 
the Argis, who claim that there is too 
much talking in this Parliament. 
prehend that it is that kind of ériticism-of 
our parliamentary institutions which has 
mduced the Government to afford such 
brief time for the discussion of this mea- © 
sure. These editors 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member is discussing a matter quite 
outside the question before the Chair. _ 
Mr. HIGGS.—In deference to your 
ruling, Mr. Speaker, I shall not pursue — 


the subject further, ‘but I appeal to the 


Ministers, in their “own interests, if 
they desire to maintain the reputation of — 
responsible government, to allow those on 
this side who venture to believe that they 
can make improvements in a measure an 
opportunity to advance their views and 
test the feeling of the House. ae 

Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- — 
ister for Works and Railways and Acting — 
Attorney-General) [9.55|.—I should not 
have risen but for some remarks of the 
honorable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs), who is trying to give the people 
of this country the idea that we have dis-— 
eussed this Bill so hurriedly, and cur- 
tailed the rights of the Opposition so 
much, that his constituents at Rock- 
hampton have been deprived of the 
advantage of his opportunity to move 
an amendment with a view to make 
that place an appraisement centre. 
I hope his Rockhampton constituents 
will remember that the honorable mem- 
ber spent nearly two days over some 
impossible amendments about the Audi- 
tor-General, and occupied so much time 
in that way that now he has lost his 
opportunity to move an amendment for 
their benefit. We have been oceupied for 
eight days in discussing this Bill. ~ | 

Mr. Warxins.—It is an important 
Bill. : 

Mr. GROOM.—I admit that it is an 
important Bill, and for that reason eight 
days have been allowed for its discussion. 
The measure purports only to continue in 
operation. activities that have been car- 
ried on during the war, activities to 
which nearly every Government has been 
committed; and all we are doing now is 
to put. things in order. In the ecir- 
cumstances, I think that eight days was 
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a generous allowance for the discussion. 
If anything, we have erred on the s.de of 
generosity, and it ill becomes the honor- 
able member to convey absolutely erro- 
neous impressions to the public mind. 


Mr. Pacr.—You have deprived us of 
‘grievance day ”’ over this Bill. 


Mr. GROOM.—That might be said to 
be evidence of a desire to assist 
the honorable member. for Capri- 
cornia in advocating the claims of Rockk- 
hampton as an appraisement centre. On 
one day four amendments of exactly the 
same character were moved, one 1mmedi- 
ately. after the other, and there was a pre- 
cisely similar debate on each. It 1s only 
fair that when the constituents of the 
honorable member read of his keenness in 
this matter they should have an oppor- 
tunity to see my remarks in reply. 

The honorable member for Yarra (Mr. 
Tudor) is also trying to send out some 
wrong impressions. That honorable mem- 
ber knows very well that by no possible 
alteration of the Bull could we perma- 
nently provide fcr price-fixing. We have 
only to get back to normal conditions, 
for the general right of price-fixing 
to revert to the States, and it is 
wrong to convey the idea that the 
Government have voted out any law- 
ful -and proper amendment. The hon- 
orable member for Yarra also tried to 
make out that we on this side have trie 
to block a proposal for legitimate~ profit- 
sharing, and suggested that, while sup- 
porting the Whitley report, we were vot- 
ing against it. ‘The honorable member 
knows that that is absolutely incorrect. 
There is not one committee under the 
regulations of the Bill that is engaged in 
any industry as an employer, and to 
which the report could apply. No commit- 
tee manages a single factory or employs 
a single man. The Wool Committee does 
not employ any one in scouring’ or in any 
other industrial capacity, nor does the 
Wheat Committee. All these are purely 
boards of management; and it is absurd, 
in the circumstances, to engraft the Whit- 
ley report on the measure. I merely de- 
sire to point out the political methods of 
my honorable friends opposite in their 
desire to put the party on this side in a 
false position. I appeal to the honorable 
member for Yarra (Mr. Tudor) to deal 
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fairly with us; we do not mind shoulder- 


ing our proper responsibilities, but we do 
object. to false impressions being created 
regarding us. 


Mr. WATKINS (Neweastle) [9.58] — 


The Minister (Mr. Groom) in his attack 
on the honorable member for Capri- 
cornia . 
Mr. Groom.—Not an attack—a reply. 
Mr. WATKINS.—It was a little dif- 
ferent from a reply. 
ister has carefully avoided replying in 
reference to one important phase of the 
measure. During the whole of the war 
period efforts were made to have Rock- 
hampton and other places made appraise- 
ment centres. 
Mr. Groom.—I am not denying that. 
Mr. WATKINS.—But objections were 


raised, and, in the case of Neweastle, we 


were told that it would be necessary to — 
of the 


show that the wool-growers 
northern parts of New South Wales were 
favorable to the idea. The Acting Prime 
Minister (Mr. Watt) at that time re- 
celved a deputation of wool-growers, 
representative of the greater part of the 
north, north-western, and -western dis- 


tricts of New South Wales, who asked — 


that Newcastle should be selected, and the 
honorable gentleman described it as the 
most influential deputation it had ever 
been his pleasure to receive. At that 


date, under the operations of the Wool — 


Committee, the wool-growers of the north 
and north-west of New South Wales were 
compelled to send their wool past the port 
of Newcastle to Sydney. 

“Mr. Fremrye.—Involving 100 miles of 
extra haulage. mee 


Mr. WATKINS.—At a cost of some-— 


thing like 2s. 6d. per bale. Thousands of 


pounds were spent in building stores — 


However, the Min- — 


Y pees 


round the port of Sydney for this wool, — a 


while suitable buildings were Standing 
empty at Newcastle. 
from having a discussion on this amend- 
ment; but if our friends opposite are seri- 


ously inclined to consider the producers 
ot wool, it is not too late now to provide 


appraisement centres as required. There 
is not now the excuse there might have 
been. during the war period for bringing 
the wool to as few centres as possible, in 


order to use the shipping to the fullest — 


We are prevented Sete 


Lys BS cee goods taken to one common 
entre, they will not avail themselves of 
other ‘ports, This centralization policy 
has been the curse of the country 
from the beginning of Australian con- 
stitutional government. In New South 
Wales the railways all converge on one 
port, and the same remark may be made 
of Victoria. It is time that this, or some 
other Government, did what is pos- 
sible to prevent this centralization. _ I 
ask the Minister to consult the Central 
Wool Committee, with a view to having 
wool appraised at the natural port of the 
Pe district: i in which it is grown. 


: * okt. -Colonel ABBOTT (New elaep 
Olid 10. 5|.—We must recognise that, under 
_ present circumstances, a Bill such as that 
- ~ before the Committee is necessary. It is 
impossible to pass from a state of war 
0 a state of peace by a mere wave of the 
hand. I do not believe in price-fixing 
ordinarily, but our primary industries are 
of such magnitude and ramifications that 
‘It is necessary, at the present time, to 
a some sort of Se ene control 


diets ive fear stat eee in 
> eonnexion with the management of the 
| Wool Pool, yet, when viewed broadly, it 
ust be recognised that its creation was 
ne of the finest things ever done for Aus- 
: ia, Had we not had this control of 


the Pocitich EE coenminit. Australia 
would have been in a difficult posi- 
_ tion, and would have had a much 
greater problem to solve in regard to 
the ens of our war bill. It is 


is. a happen to the wool- eidieiae in- 
dustry in the twelve months following 
the ratification of peace. According to a 
report published to-day from the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee— 


x The quantity of appraised wool now jin the 

ommonwealth awaiting shipment overseas is 
127,266 bales of the season 1917-18, and 
at 427 bales of the season 1918-19, or a 
total of 1,338,693 bales, representing a value 
approximately £28,772,027. Should the 
-over on 30th June, 1920, of appraised 


ve. 


the Central Wool C 
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is a probability of this being the case—it will 
constitute a serious menace “to the resumption 
of auction sales during the first season fol- 
lowing the termination of the control period. 


Honorable members can realize what the 
difficulty will be in regard to finding a. 
market and shipping our wool overseas 
immediately the 
British Government ceases. 

Mr. Warxins.—Is that a reason ee 
the honorable member should penalize his © 


' constituents to the extent of 2s. 6d. per 


bale by concentrating all the _appraise- ts 
ment work in Sydney? : 
Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT.—If I had my 
way, there would be several appraisement 
towns in my electorate. 
Committee continues— 
And the Committee warns wool-growers of 
the position that is likely to arise in market-- 
ing the Australian clip for the season 1920-21 
in the event of a large carry-over of ee 
Government. wools. 
Therefore, the continuance of the ,Wool 
Pool is absolutely necessary. But there — 
are some things in regard to the control 
by the Central Committee to which T 
take strong exception. There is in the 
policy of the Committee too much cen- 
tralization. We talk every day about 
decentralization; but the power given to 
the Central Wool Committee is adding to 
the evil of centralization. That body has 
been able to knock out every small wool 
buyer in the country. In many little 
towns throughout Australia, and particu- 
larly in my electorate, there were wool — 
scourers and tanners, and persons who 
were engaged in buying in small parcels 
and classifying and dealing with wool. — 
I could enumerate half-a-dozen towns in- 
my electorate 
amount of ready money was earned and 
spent in connexion with wool transac-— 
tions. Buyers with vans travelled the 
district, and bought the single bales from 
the ‘‘ cockies,’’ and picked up odd lines 
of beeswax, horsehair, hides and sheep- — 
skins. That wool was brought into 
a town where there was a_ small 
scouring plant, which provided employ- 
ment for a certain number of men. 
There was also ‘a tannery. 


mittee limited the operations of these — 


et ee re le es FV Ste t’,. . ee. an ee en oon 
iki,» , Baan i i ere ye geil 4 PE ARON rl een eb 
ne eee 2 on) t Diet eek we cS ‘ foe 


a urs ‘ 


‘agreement with the 


The report of = 


in. which a considerable ~ 


But a regu- ve 
- lation issued by the Central Wool Com- 


yyy ? 


small buyers of wool to lots not exceeding 
£10 in value. 

Mr. Freminc.—And we have not been 
told why it is necessary to do that. 


1t.-Colonel ABBOTT.—I can say why 
it is unnecessary to do it. Under the pre- 
sent system, if I have £15 worth of wool 
for sale in the country, I must ship it to 
Sydney or Melbourne. If that wool had 
been classed in the country, scoured, 
bulked with other wool, and made into 
a «decent sample, it would have been 
earried on the railway at truck rates 
when it was sent to Sydney. Instead, 
the Central Wool Committee is paying 
ordinary bag rates for unscoured woo, 
75 per cent. of which, in some cases, is 
filth. The effect of that policy is to take 
money out of the pocket of the small 
“cockie”” farmer. We are continually 
advising the Government to put men on 
the land. A great many people have an 
idea that farming and grazing is the only 
industry in which a man does not require 
knowledge and experience. What is the 
ereatest cause of centralization to-day? 
When country boys and girls leave school, 
the only place in which they can find 
employment is the ordinary general store. 
It is necessary for boys or girls with any 
ambition to go to the city to get further 
ahead. If, on the other hand, industries 
are established in country towns in which 
technical training 1s required they will re- 
main in the country, and not flock to the 
cities. Fully 75 per cent. of the money 
received in country stores goes back to the 
city. In a little town of 5,000 people, 
with which I am acquainted, there are 
thirty or forty men employed in a boot 
factory. That industry is doing more 
for decentralization than all the rest 
of the establishments in the town, be- 
cause it serves to keep the young people 
from the city and finds them local em- 
ployment. Every time the Central Wool 
Committee shuts down a country industry 
it is adding to that great curse of this 
eountry—centralization. We must give 
encouragement to our boys and girls to 
remain in country districts, but we can 
only do this by providing work for them 
there. The action of the Céntral Wool 
Committee has the opposite tendency. The 
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work of woolscouring, and tanning is 
being centralized in the cities where the 
wool is appraised, adding to the employ- 
ment there, and depriving country towns 


of industries which could very properly - 


be carried on im them. 

I have not the time nor the opportunity 
to refer to butter and other matters, but 
it seems to me that this Bill is necessary, 


and that, although it is not perfect, it 18 


in the circumstances as perfect a measure 
as can be got. It is remarkable that, al- 
though honorable members of the Opposi- 
tion have raised objections to it, they did 
not appoint any one to represent the in- 
terests of the growers on the Wheat. Pool 
which their Government established. 


Honorable members opposite know as well — 


as I do that it is a matter of absolute 1m- 
possibility to deal with profiteering and 


the high cost of livmg until this Parlia-_ 
ment receives from the people of Aus- 
tralia by means of an amendment of the 


Constitution extended powers to enable it 


to deal with trade in the different States, 


and all the complex questions arising out 
of the commerce of a continent. 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


[10.20].—With some surprise I listened 
to the passionate and violent attack made 
by the Acting Leader of the House (Mr. 
Groom) on the Leader of the Opposition 
(Mr. Tudor) and the honorable member 
for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs). The hon- 


orable gentleman said that my leader 


knew that the fixing of prices could not be 
perpetuated by the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment. But I maintain that if our 


authority to fix prices can be extended un- > 
til August or September of next year, 1t 


can be .extended for another ten years. 
There are not two honorable members 
who believe that this Parliament has the 


constitutional authority to pass this Bill 


and extend our power to fix prices until 
August or September of next year. Ac- 


cording to the Acting Leader of the 
House, the Bill is to be confined to a few ~ 
commodities over which control was exer-- 
cised during thes war; but I contend that — 


if the Constitution permits us to deal 


with those things we can constitutionally 
_ extend our control over other articles. In 
regard to both these matters the honor- 


ane of 2: see but sot no 


was waiting to hear a statement from 
_ Munisters as to whether it was intended 
0 seek further powers from the people at 
the next election with a view to dealing 
nm a comprehensive way with the exploi- 
ation of the community. Every day 
the. newspapers tell us that profiteering, 
which is the cause of all industrial un- 
rest, is beimg carried on in an extensive 
; way i in all countries of the world, and that 
ery Legislature is being entreated to 
ke steps. to prevent it, yet our Ministers 
ve us no hint that they intend to ap- 
Ly to the people for power to deal with 
it ina mroper manner. - 
as Mr. Consipinz. — They are keeping 
at proposal up their sleeves. 
Mr. MATHEWS. — I do not know 
iether that is so, but there is every evi- 
née that an election will be held at an 
rly date—probably this year. 
Mr. Yarrs.—aAs soon as “Billy ” brings 
8 programme back. 
Mr. MATHEWS. — Yes, as soon as 
e Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) re- 
s there will be wars and rumours of 
- He has informed us that he is 
ing back to fight his enemies — on 
sides, I presume. As with the Kil- 
iy cats, there will only be tails 
at the end. I know him, and if he 
efeated in getting his desires, come 
may, he will be uppermost. He has 
rol of the House, and he is the only 
1 tralia who can appeal to the 


= i Pears © To will net he 
ab = ‘se the people ak further powers 


“see dhe: Bonstituion is Sean in 
ery shortly. : 

Mr. SPEAKER. — I am afraid that 
that matter has nothing to do with the 
ird reading of this Bill. 

r. MATHEWS.—Of course, I must 
-to your rulmg. During the whole 
debate the question of the exploita- 


ound for the points he sought to estab-— 


Seonstitutionally 


tion of the people has been discussed, but 
the Acting Leader of the House (Mr. 
Groom) said that under the Bill the 
policy ef fixing prices could not be per- 
_My answer to that is that — 
there is evidence all over the world of tee 
Parliament 
power to extend the controls exercised 


petuated. 


necessity for giving this 


under the Bill. ‘The only way to do this 


is to make preparations for appealing tos 


the people. Profiteering is going on all : 
over Australia. Contracts were made by — 
the Government during the war time in © 


the interests of the people and to prevent 


profiteering. If that was good for the 


country while the war was on, it will be 
good for it for all future years; but the 


Government are not sincere. They are 
looking only after the interests of a few 
in placing this Bill before the House. 
they desired to do what was oesehe ” 


with their knowledge of the industrial 


and commercial inotlsis’ caused all over — 
the world by profiteering, they would — 


take actton to secure for this Parliament _ 


the power to deal with the whole subject 
and comprehensively, 
As it 1s, they have never given us even a 
hint that they intend to apply to the 
people for that power. 


Mr, RILEY (South Sydney) [10. 27]. oe 


I regret that I had no opportunity to — 
amendment of _ 
which I gave notice, but Lask the Acting 
Leader of the House (Mr. Groom) now 
to consider the purpose of that amend- _ 


move in Committee an 


ment, which was to insure that all fell- 


mongers in the Commonwealth shall be 
fully employed before skins are allowed 


to be exported to other parts of the world. 


That is a fair request, because every hon- 


orable member wants to see local indus- 
tries kept at full speed. Will the honor- 
able gentleman give instructions to the 
Wool Committee that the local fell- 
mongers must be fully employed before 

any skins are exported ? 


getting skins, because dry skins are being 
exported. That should not be the case in 
a country like this. 
terial party, as a whole, will indorse my 
remarks. All the work that can possibly 
be done in this country should be done © 


The fellmongers 
in my district, and other districts, are not % 


E believe te Mane 
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before we allow our raw materials to be 
sent abroad. Surely the intention was 
not to bring into existence a Wool Board 
that would destroy our secondary indus- 
tries. I do not believe the Board in- 
tended to do so. 

Mr. Fremine.—Did not the Imperial 
Government ask that a certain proportion 
of skins be exported? 

Mr. RILEY.—1I believe there was some 
such request from the British Govern- 
ment, which desired to assist the French 
people to build up their skin industries. 
Thousands of bales of dry skins have been 
exported to Europe in consequence. I 
do not know who conducted the negotia- 
tions, but I ask the honorable mem- 
ber for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) to 
do all that he can to keep the Australian 
fellmongering business going. I am 
sure that if the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) were back in Australia he would 
make sure that the local industry was 
fully provided with skins. I urge the 
Acting Leader of the House to use his in- 
fluence to see that our own people are 
kept fully employed, and that the fell- 
mongering industry is restored to its nor- 
mal pre-war state. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a third time. ; 


NOTE AND STAMP PRIN TING 
FACTORY. 


_ Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Min- 
ister for Works and Railways and Acting 
Attorney-General) [10.31].—I move— 

That, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Commonwealth Pubiie Works Committee 
Act 1913-1914, the following work be referred 
to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Publie Works © for their report thereon, 
namely :—Erection of Commonwealth Note 
Printing Offices on the site recently acquired 
in Victoria-parade, Fitzroy, Melbourne. 

It is proposed to erect new premises in 
connexion with the execution of note, 
stamp, and other high class printing and 
engraving for the Commonwealth Trea- 
sury on a site acquired in Victoria- 
parade, Fitzroy. 

The Note and Stamp Printing Branch 
is at present housed in buildings adjoin- 
ing the King’s Warehouse, Flinders-street 
Extension, which were never intended for 


such a purpose, but were utilized because. 
they were the only vacant Commonwealth 
property available at the time, and the 
note printing was then a small establish- 
ment. 


This branch enormously increased dur- 


ing the years of the war, and the present ~ 


buildings are totally inadequate for its 
proper accommodation. Owing to their 
light construction and the proximity of 
the Customs stores, the buildings present 
a serious fire risk. If a fire occurred, 


causing a suspension of operations, the 


result would be disastrous from a finan- 
cial point of view. ‘The buildings are 
also situated in a most inconvenient 


locality, and their inaccessibility is a 


serious disadvantage, both for the staff 
employed and the activities involved. 


The climatic conditions, due to the low — 
_ nature of the site and its position in rela- 


tion to the river and docks, are reported 
to be very unfavorable to the printing 
processes, and the fumes from the Metro- 
politan Gas Works in the vicinity have 
an adverse effect on the quality of the 
work and on the appliances. 

The plans and estimate of £44,200, 
which are now submitted, provide for the 
erection of a modern fire-resisting build- 
ing, containing basement, ground, and 
three floors, 
necessary for the purpose of the work to 
be carried on. 


There are existing buildings on the site « 
which will be used for storage and for 
other services connected with the Trea- 
the proposed new — 


sury Department; 
structure would occupy portion only of 


‘the land, being designed to form part,of a 
scheme providing for extension over the 
whole site should future necessities so 


demand. 


I present all the necessary- papers and ! 
statements, with the estimates set out m 


including all accessories — 


detail, and the plans and specifications of 


the proposed building. 


Mr. RILEY (South Sydney) [10.34]. : | 
—TI have no objection to the reference of 


this matter to the Works Committee, but 
I strongly object to the form in which 
the Government propose to make it. The 


Minister states that land has been ac- 


quired for the erection of the building. 


* 


eC Committee, therefore, ans oe comes 
o inquire, will be confined to reporting 
n that particular site. This will handi- 
tap it in its investigations. I protest, 
ecause this is a building which could 
well be erected in the Federal Territory. 
The Government have bought valuable 
and in Melbourne for the purpose, when 
hey had plenty of land available in the 
ederal Territory. ‘There is also a power 
plant there sufficient to run any factory, 
and a plant capable of lighting the whole 
place. The question of getting labour 
will not be difficult. Very few hands 
are las in the Prana y oh notes. 


a oe, of our own in which they 
> might be built. The motion submitted 

affords the House an opportunity to say 
that it does not approve of the policy of 
erecting buildings of a Federal character 
in the city of Melbourne. We are paying 
over £42,000 a year at the present time in 
rent for ‘buildings occupied by the Com- 
monwealth Government in this city, and 
ret the Minister, Baers giving honor- 
able members an opportunty to say 
‘whether in future factories required by 
the Commonwealth Government shall be 
‘built in the Federal Territory or not, 
: aa a motion comebeed to the Public 


é Q get factories there, when are we Bote 
ti the Federal Capital ? We do not re- 


tor} It is as there eS now, and 
Ww ‘have a power plant that could supply 
the necessary power for the printing of 
the Commonwealth Notes. If the pro- 
posal were that the Public Works Com- 
ittee should investigate the erection 
f this building on a site in the Federal 
Territory, I should have no objection to 
it. As submitted, the motion is not fair, 
sither to the. House or to the Public 


- will remain here for many years. 


| - Printi ng Factory. 


Mate : 


Wo Cnipiitese and it is an “infringe- 

ment of the compact entered into with the - 
State of New South Wales when Federa- 
tion was accomplished. 


Government to carry out that compact. 
This motion is, 
deliberate step taken to prevent the ~ 
establishment of the Federal Capital at 

Canberra. If we erect a building here 
for the printing of the Notes, we can- 
not subsequently remove that building to 
Canberra. If this Parliament is to be 
worth its salt, it should have a Territory 
and Capital of its own, but every effort 
is made by the Government to prevent the — 


. development of the Federal Capital. 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [10.38].—_ 
I think the Minister for Works and Rail- . 


ways (Mr. Groom) would be well advised ey 


if he amended the motion he has sub- 
mitted. 
member for South Sydney (Mr. Riley), 
that we should not continue thig system 
of centralization in Melbourne. ‘Ihere — 
can be no doubt that it is growing. In ~ 
this respect the Commonwealth. Parlia- 
ment is becoming like the State Parlia- 
ments. We know that in the States a 
system of centralization is adopted which 
brings everything into the metropolitan 
districts. 
to Me'bourne, but since we have been 
temporarily established here, we have 


gradually, at great expense, been build- 


ing and renting public offices in different 
parts of this city, whilst we know that: 


the time must come when we shall have ~ 


to comply with the obligations of the 
Constitution, and establish the Federal 
Capital. What are we to do in future 
if al our factories are established in Mel- 
bourne? When we go to the Federal 
Capital, how are we to populate it? We 
cannot shift these buildings from Mel- 
bourne, and every office established here 
Parlia- 
ment should now decide whether anything 
is to be done in connexion with the de- 
eee of the Federal Capital site. 
Grecory.—Is not this rather pre- _ 
ae the report of the Public oe - 
Committee ? a 
Mr. CHARLTON.—The Public Works . 
Committee will have no say in the matter, 
according to the terms of the motion. 


There has not ~ 
been one sincere effort on the part of the 


in my opinion, another _ 


I quite agree with the honorable _ 


I personally take no exception _ 
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Mr. Larrp Smrta.—May I suggest 
that this discussion might be postponed 
until the report of the Public Works 
Committee has been received ? 

Mr. CHARLTON.—I \remind ‘the 
honorable member that every reference to 
the Public Works Committee must be 
made by this House in accordance with 
the terms of the Public Works Committee 
Act. If, therefore, by a specific motion, 
we carry a certain reference to the Puble 
Works Committee, the Committee will be 


bownd to confine its inquiry within the — 


terms of that reference. 
Mr. Ricwarp Fostrer.—This House 
will not be bound to accept its report. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—I_ quite admit 
that, but the Public Works Committee is 
dot permitted to go outside the terms of 
the reference agreed to by this House 
submitting a work for its consideration. 
. Mr. Groom.—The Committee can ad- 
vise whether the work should be approved 
or rejected. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Of course it can; 
but the Minister must know that the 
reference to the Committee must come 
from this House. ) 


Mr. Groom.—That is so; but the Pub- 
lic Works Committee can report whether 
the proposed work should or should not 
be carried out. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I admit that. 


Mr. Ricuarp FosrEr.—The Committee 
may complain that the proposal is not 
in the public interests. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—Probably the Com- 
mittee may do so. But if we agree to a 
specific reference to the Committee it will 
not be justified in going outside that re- 
ference, as in this case, to look for other 
sites upon which the proposed building 
might be erected. I direct the attention 
of honorable members to the terms of 
the motion. It reads— 


That, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Commonwealth Public Works Committee 
Act 1913-14, the following works be referred to 
the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Public Works for their report thereon, namely, 
Hrection of Commonwealth Note Printing 
Offices on the site recently acquired in Vic- 
toria-parade, Fitzroy, Melbourne, 


The site has already been purchased, and 
evidently without referring the matter of 


& 


_ ever get there. 


Note and Stamp [REPRESENTATIVES.| Printing Factory. 


its selection to the Public Works Com- 
mittee. After the purchase of the site 
the Government submit this motion, and I 


contend that if it is earried. the Public 


Works Committee can inquire only into 
the suitabihty of this particular site: for 
the building.. The Committee can report 
whether, in its opinion, the proposed 
building should be erected or not. But 
that will not bring us any nearer to the 
Federal Capital. 
left an open question whether these fac- 
tories should not be established at the 
Federal Capital. If that is not done, 
what is to become of the Federal Capital? 
Personally I do not anticipate that I shall 


long innings as a member of this Parha- 
ment if Ido. It 1s the duty of this Par- 


liament to make provision for its estab- 
There “-. # 


lishment at the Federal Capital. 
is, in my opinion, no justification for sub- 
mitting this reference to the Public 
Works Committee in the way proposed 
by the Minister. It should be left an 


open question with the Committee, who 
should have the right to go to Canberra, 


or anywhere else, to make investigations 


as to the best site for the proposed build- ~ 


ing. That the Committee should have 
the fullest scope for inquiry is in the in- 
terests of the Commonwealth. I do not 
know of any reason why the Common- 


wealth notes could not be printed at 


Canberra. They could be printed there 


.as well as here. 


Mr. Tupor.—I think that stamps are 
to be printed also. . 


Mr. CHARLTON .—tThere is no reason 


why. the stamps also should not be printed — aX 


at Canberra. Many other factories that 
have been established elsewhere might 
have been established at the Federal 
Capital. 


how can we get people to come there if 
every Commonwealth factory is estab- 
lished elsewhere. If it is the 
tion to remove these factories subse- 


quently to Canberra, I can only say that oa 


that is not a wise policy to pursue. I am 
one of these who believe that, if we estab- 
lish these factories and offices here now, 
they will remain here for all time. In 


order to test the feeling of the House, ~ 


I say that it should be — 


T shall certainly have a. 


If we ever do go to Canberra, — 
and make it the Seat of Government, 


inten- — 


re e = bs 

, me tAL”. 7 

n —T 
Rp ee ot eee Fee 
Nn en AA rte ir ee: 


_ Committee a wider scope, I 


we 


Pan 


eae ‘8 
- GRAMME. 
Mr. GROOM (Darling Downs—Minis- 
r for Works and Railways and Acting 
ttorney-General) [10.46].—In moving— 
That the House do now adjourn, 


ee 


ask honorable. members to come to- 
morrow prepared to proceed immediately 
with the Moratorium Bill. I invite them 
assist the Government in carrying it 
ough in all its stages early next week. 
| is an important Bill, affecting very 
rious interests, and 1 am therefore 
anxious to get it ‘placed upon the statute- 
book as quickly as possible. 
Mr. RODGERS (Wannon)_ [10.48].— 
n Thursday last the Acting Minister for 


yperations up to date, and ee eas as a 
he instalment, an expenditire ~ot 


ro ee It suggests the crea- 
of another huge Department of 
ae it be eee or not by 


1¢ Chic J a rose to ask the 

ister if he could fix a date when this 
House will be afforded an opportunity of 
Ek carefully examining the whole of the ship- 
_ building proposals of the Government. No 
Il has yet been presented giving the 
nistry. authority for the construction 
these vessels. All that -has been 


a a give ne inquiry by es Public 


e Navy (Mr. Hoynton) mae before » 


has been by way of adminis- 


ae si. 
the post-war period, I think we are 


‘ onl 


| Ty 


Me ow that we ‘Mee ceeds 


- entitled to ask for a disclosure of the 


entire policy of the Government in this _ 


connexion. 


pared to take a bite of £10, 000,000 off a « is 


At any rate, I am not pre-— 


nationalization proposal without first 
being afforded the fullest opportunity for 


discussing 


at, 


The purchase and construc- 


tion of the vessels to which we previously — 

agreed was recognised as a war-time neces 
sity. But we are now entitled to the 

clearest declaration of policy before any — 
further step is taken. Whilst Parliament _ 
is sitting I cannot sanction* the construec- 
tion of £2,000,000 worth of ships as an — 


Executive act without first. securing i oe 


lative authority for it. JI enter my 
emphatic protest against the nsopiaen of 
any such course. 


Mr. POYNTON (Grey—Acting Gh ae 
ister for the Navy) [10.52]—One would — 
think that the announcement of the ship- — 
building programme of the Government — 


came before the House last week for the ~ 2 


first time. 


As a matter of fact, with the 


exception of five vessels, the constructional — 
programme, 
£10, 000, 000, to which the honorable mem- 
ber ‘referr ed, was placed before the House — 
last session. ; 


Mr. Roperrs.—We were then ee | 
Mr. POYNTON.—~The honorable — 
member knows that the contracts had been 
Yet there was no dissent ex- 
pressed by. the honorable member. He 


‘let then. 


involving. an outlay. of 


_ believes in private enterprise in regard to 


shipbuilding. 
Mr. Ropezrs.—I have not even declared : 


myself, 


Mr. POYNTON.—At this hour of the — 
night it may perhaps be interesting if I~ 
read an extract from an article by Sir Leo 
Chiozza Money on “The Nationalization 


of Shipping. 


” The article is published in — 


the Hnglish Review, and in it the writer — 
shows just what the effect of private enter- 
prise has been since the period when the 
control of shipping was relaxed. = Be 


says— 


The Coalition Government has decided: Sa 
restore private control to the shipping trade in 


its entirety. 


_ The effects are at. once visible. 


for ee across the ‘Auanke: was” 42s, 6d. 


relaxation of control. It is no less than 938. 
4d. Now, the 42s. 6d. covered all costs, includ- 
Ing the blue-book rate of hire, which covered 
_ ship-owners’ profit. “Therefore, the Shipping 
Ring is making an additional profit of 505, 
10d. per ton. 


= The is the immediate effect of the relaxa- 
‘tion of the control of shipping in the Old 
Country. JI am astounded that a man 


ae protest against the Government ‘going in 

for a shipbuilding scheme. If there be 
one thing against which the producers 
‘should be protected it is the Shipping 
~Combine, which has been constantly grow- 
ing, until to-day it controls about 9,000,000 
tons. If in the future there is to be any 
_ protection to our primary producers, 
we must be in a_ position to have 
say in the freight. charges. 
The five new sh-ps are being purchased 
absolutely in the interests of the primary 
producers. When we entered into the 
earlier contracts for the 
steamers, the complaint made was that 
they did not have refrigerated 
‘That has been provided for in these later 
ships, so from the producers’ stand-point 


_ the contract is a most advantageous 
=. one. The honorable member for 
_  Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) will have an 


opportunity of 
ter more fully; 


discussing this mat- 
but, as a_ business 


- 


make a deal, he would expose his hand 
by laying his cards on the table for the 
information of the man with whom he 
was endeavouring to make an arrange- 
ment? I may tell the House that we had 


_ three ships, and before we had time, even 
in Cabinet, to consider it fully—we were 
hesitating for the reason that we thought 
we ought to consult Parliament—we 
ound that the Shipping Combine had 
ecured the vessels against us. A great 
deal of pressure has been brought to bear 
[pon me to give away information about 
yovernment proposals. Articles have 


‘“ship-owner,” and other  corre- 


by 


2 


1 Poynton, 


per ton. This may be compared with the rate | 


pe 
arranged ‘by the Shipping Ring in view of the _ 
agent of the Combine at the” a 


See 
_ representing a country constituency should ae 


5,500-ton tramp — 


space. 


man, I ask him if, when endeavouring to. 


arranged originally for the purchase of 


a Pp ared i in the leading newspapers signed | 


8pol lenis; contributed by the agen of ' 


Mr. MoWsttrms: But: 
really the controller of shipping 
Mr. POYNTON.—To whom 
honorable member referring? — 
Mr. McWriti1ams.—Sir Owen 
Mr. | 
he is. oan ae 
Mr. McWitriams.—He is your - 
controlling all your VOL 


pee: 


of ae Gad . 
_ Mr. Buronetit.—Is_ hare any ‘contro 
of overseas shipping now? 

Mr. POYNTON.—No. Howe 
this time of the night it, is too late to 


bite questi on at all. I merely asked 
we shall get an opportunity of disci 
the Government programme. — ae 
VLE; 
but, no- donne: ‘he senece fall cr one 
many times before we finish the sess: 
Mr. Ropcers.—Can_ the Minis 


Mr... POYNTON at is on ‘the: ne 
paper now. Sha 
Mr. Ropcers. Bat when. shall 


have an opportunity of discussing i 
Mr. POYNTON.—When we get r 
some of the more urgent business or 
notice-paper. That is all I can say 
Mr. Burcue.t.—Will any of these fi 
ships have passenger accommodation ? 
. Mr. POYNTON.—I do not think th 
will, although the original three 
which we were negotiating had acco: 
dation for 100 passengers. The fiv 
now under contract will be purely tradi 
vesse's, with 350,000 feet of . 
space. te 
Mr. Bone rE ALL I can say 1s t 


the Minister believes it to be, 
the Government Spee a 


rakes no diorcns. 
Question Tesolved in the afi I 
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